Agenda

October 20th, 2005

Help Desk with Tom Davis: to 6:45pm

Meeting 6:5pm-

» New Members/Introductions - Brian Fountain
* Dues - Ray Kallman
* Industry News - Brian Fountain

* Buy... Sell.. Swap...Time
+ $$ Tip Jar

Please remember the restaurant staff need to
clean the room after the meeting. They need us
out of the room by 8:20pm. Thanks!

Next Month:

Nov. 10 - Managing digital photos
Nov. 17 - Open Forum (discussion: Mac games)
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Macintosh User Group Store
| www.applemugstore,com

User ID: Mug

I 07.01.05-11.31.05
Password: Store
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Please consider dining at C&M. By increasing the number
of diners, we ensure that meeting costs remain low.

But wait, there is Sti” more!!

Apple announced Wednesday More
New PowerBooks

The 15-inch model now features a
screen with 1440 x 900 resolution, the
same as the previous generation 17-
inch model. The 17-inch model now
features a 1680 x 1050 pixel display --
the same resolution as Apple’s 20-inch
Cinema Display. The new PowerBooks
sport 22 percent greater battery life,
standard DVD-RW “SuperDrives” and
built-in support for Apple’s 30-inch
Cinema HD Display. Prices start at
$1,499 for the 12-inch model, $1,999
for the 15-inch model and $2,499 for
the 17-inch model.

... More New Power Macs

The new systems feature dual-core
PowerPC processors and a new system
architecture that can support up to
16GB of 533MHz DDR2 RAM. They

can also hold up to 1 terabyte (TB) of
internal Serial ATA (SATA) storage, and
are the first Power Macs to feature PCl
Express (PCle) expansion slots. DDR2
RAM and PCle are both featured on
Apple’s recently refreshed iMac G5
system.

Apple has worked with graphics
maker Nvidia Corp. to feature four new
graphics options for the refreshed
Power Mac G5 ling, including the
Quadro FX 4500 -- Nviidia’s fastest
workstation card. This fills a gap in the
Power Mac line that has long been
criticized by 3D graphics professionals
and others who have wanted faster
graphics systems than the consumer-
oriented cards and chips Apple has
offered in the past. The Quadro card
can support dual 30-inch displays.

The new Power Macs G5 “Quad” system
touts eight floating point units, four
velocity engines, four TMB Level 2
caches and is capable of processing
76.6 gigaflops.

Thank You!

The Power Mac G5 starts in a single-
processor, dual-core configuration
clocked at 2.0GHz for $1,999.The
2.3GHz dual-core system costs $2,499,
and the “Quad” dual-processor, dual-
core system starts at $3,299.

... Cheaper Cinema HD Displays

Apple has also realigned pricing on

its 23-inch and 30-inch Clnema HD
Displays. Effective today, the 23-inch
Cinema HD Display costs $1,299, down
from $1,499, while the 30-inch Cinema
HD Display costs $2,499, down from
$2,999.

... Aperature: a new post-production
tool for photographers. The idea is to
make shooting RAW as easy as JPEG.

Aperture addresses some of the challenges
now facing digital photographers: Culling
through media cards, retouching images,
delivering on tight deadlines.

Built specifically for pro photographers,
Aperture features and end-to-end

RAW workflow, and makes RAW as
easy to work with as JPEG. A feature
called Stacks lets photographers group
sequeneces of shots together based
on the time between shutter clicks.
The software features a full-screen
workspace and a completely editable
environment that can span multi-
image displays.

A multi-image viewer lets you check
images side-by side, up to 10 or 12 on
a side, at magnifications up to 800
percent.

If you show up you're a member « If you speak up you're an officer « If you stand up you're the president!
members.cox.net/brianf/tmug/TMUG.htm « tidewatermac@cox.net * 757-486-6187
Brian Fountain, President - Tom Davis, V-P - Ray Kallman, Treas. - Frank Smith, Ambassador - Jamie Lewis, Master-at-Arms - Jan Cook - Brian Haven - Lynn McAlpine - Gus Blank, Board Members



Sleuths Crack Tracking Code Discovered
in Color Printers

By Mike Musgrove
Washington Post Staff Writer

reported in today’s Virginian-Pilot p.A4

It sounds like a conspiracy theory, but it isn't. The pages
coming out of your color printer may contain hidden
information that could be used to track you down if you ever
cross the U.S. government.

Last year, an article in PC World magazine pointed out that
printouts from many color laser printers contained yellow
dots scattered across the page, viewable only with a special
kind of flashlight. The article quoted a senior researcher at
Xerox Corp. as saying the dots contain information useful
to law-enforcement authorities, a secret digital “license

tag” for tracking down criminals. The content of the coded
information was supposed to be a secret, available only to
agencies looking for counterfeiters who use color printers.

Now, the secret is out.

Yesterday, the Electronic Frontier Foundation, a San Francisco
consumer privacy group, said it had cracked the code used
in a widely used line of Xerox printers, an invisible bar code
of sorts that contains the serial number of the printer as
well as the date and time a document was printed. With

the Xerox printers, the information appears as a pattern of
yellow dots, each only a millimeter wide and visible only
with a magnifying glass and a blue light. The EFF said it has
identified similar coding on pages printed from nearly every
major printer manufacturer, including Hewlett-Packard Co.,
though its team has so far cracked the codes for only one
type of Xerox printer.

The U.S. Secret Service acknowledged yesterday that the
markings, which are not visible to the human eye, are

there, but it played down the use for invading privacy. “Its
strictly a countermeasure to prevent illegal activity specific

to counterfeiting,” agency spokesman Eric Zahren said.”It’s
to protect our currency and to protect people’s hard-earned
money.”

It's unclear whether the yellow-dot codes have ever been
used to make an arrest. And no one would say how long

the codes have been in use. But Seth Schoen, the EFF
technologist who led the organization’s research, said he had
seen the coding on documents produced by printers that
were at least 10 years old.

“It seems like someone in the government has managed to
have a lot of influence in printing technology,” he said.

Xerox spokesman Bill McKee confirmed the existence of the
hidden codes, but he said the company was simply assisting
an agency that asked for help. McKee said the program was
part of a cooperation with government agencies, competing
manufacturers and a “consortium of banks,” but would not
provide further details. HP said in a statement that it is
involved in anti-counterfeiting measures and supports the
cooperation between the printer industry and those who are
working to reduce counterfeiting.

Schoen said that the existence of the encoded information
could be a threat to people who live in repressive
governments or those who have a legitimate need for privacy.
It reminds him, he said, of a program the Soviet Union

once had in place to record sample typewriter printouts in
hopes of tracking the origins of underground, self-published
literature.”It’s disturbing that something on this scale, with

so many privacy implications, happened with such a tiny
amount of publicity,” Schoen said.

And it's not as if the information is encrypted in a highly
secure fashion, Schoen said. The EFF spent months collecting
samples from printers around the world and then handed
them off to an intern, who came back with the results in
about a week.“We were able to break this code very rapidly,”
Schoen said.

Special Pricing Offer for January Macworld Expo
in San Francisco from the Inside Mac Radio Show

The Inside Mac Show is gearing up for Macworld Conference
and Expo in San Francisco this coming January (January 9-
13, 2006), and we want you to join us at the preferred choice
of downtown San Francisco hotels. The Renaissance Parc 55
has earned consistent recognition and honors as one of the
leading downtown San Francisco hotels for guest service and
luxury.

We have secured rooms for the dates January 5th-20th, 2006,
at a great rate of $159/night (standard room, single or double
occupancy) plus applicable taxes. High Speed DSL is included
FREE !! - Also 10% off the restaurants in the hotel.

Ready to make a reservation?

Call 1-800-621-1187 and ask for rate code “Inside Mac” for the
GREAT DEAL for Inside Mac listeners.

I11'YOU MUST CALL THIS NUMBER AND USE THIS CODE FOR
THE DEAL !!

Check out the hotel at: www.parc55hotel.com



