
 the < u > in the
digraph < qu >

doesn’t count
as a vowel letter

ignore this box
if you are

writing
US English

remove the < e >
and replace it
with the suffix

change the < y > 
to < i > before 

you add the suffix

double the 
last letter 
before you 

add the
suffix

change the
< y > to < i >
before you 

add the suffix
does

the base or
stem end with

< y >?

is
the letter

before that < y >
a vowel?

is the
base or stem a 
monosyllable?

is that
 vowel letter a 
single silent

< e >?

does the
suffix begin with

< i >?

is there
just one vowel

letter immediately before 
that single

consonant?

is
there just one 

consonant letter at the 
end of the base or 

stem?

does
the base or

stem taking the suffix 
end with a vowel

letter?

does
the suffix begin 

with a vowel 
letter?

does
the base or

stem end with
< y >?

is the
stress on the

syllable just before the 
suffix in the finished 

word?

is
the last letter

< l >?

does
the base or

stem end with
< ye > or
< oe >?

is
the suffix
<-ing >? 

does
the base or 

stem end with < w > 
or < x >?

just add
the suffix

NO
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Except for < ing >, suffixes that begin with < i > 
don’t usually force consonants to double

but they still replace a single silent < e >

does
the base or

stem end with
< ie >?

NO

are
you adding
the suffix
< ing >?

NO

YES

remove the < e > 
AND change the

< i > to < y > 
before you add

<-ing >

START
with a word sum

This suffix checker 
covers almost all 
cases of suffixing.

YES
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is
the letter

before that < y >
a vowel?


