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Windward Kids Get Club’s Help

With 19 years experience in the
Honolulu Police Department,
Kailua Sergeant Duane Samson
often thinks back to his rascally
childhood and knows he could
have ended up on the other side,
among the people on the wrong
side of the law that he meets
every day on the job.

Now Duane is helping a new
generation of kids as clubhouse
director of Boys and Girls Club,
Kailua, on the grounds of Kailua
Intermediate School.

The club was the beneficiary
of a $200 check from our club,

Duane Samson thanks Marion Liu for
our $200 check for the Boys and Girls Club,
Kailua.

most of it money raised from our
October garage sale, and Duane
came to our November meeting to
pick up the donation and tell us
about his work. It was an inspiring
story.

When he a young boy in
Kailua, he was a typical rascal
and may well have strayed over
the edge, he said, but for the help
he got from the Windward YMCA,
back when our own Jim Kanehira
was Y director.

While the Boys and Girls Club Kailua
was the beneficiary of our October
garage sale, the club’s director,
Duane Samson, also got something
out of it — $8 that was found in the
pocket of one of the donated shirts
we sold. That was only fair, since
Duane had donated many of the
shirts for the sale and it was his
money, anyway!

“As a kid | was causing chaos,
riding bikes all over,” Samson told
our Nov. 1 meeting. “Everything
comes full circle and it's time to
give back to the kids.”

Having raised five daughters
of his own with his wife and put in
19 years with the Honolulu Police
Department, he is giving back in
spades.

Duane works night shift at the
Kailua Police Station, from 9 p.m.
to 6 a.m., and then starts his day
job for the Boys and Girls Club,
which runs 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
often runs later than that.

It is all about giving young-
sters things to do when they are
not in school and before they go
home for the night.
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Otherwise they would be on
the street and perhaps causing
havoc.

He saw kids nabbed by police
for burglarizing cars at Kailua
Beach and other crimes and al-
ways wondered if they wouldn’t be
doing that if they had something
better to do. The Boys and Girls
Club provides that alternative
outlet for their energy.

Kids are responding. Since the
Kailua club opened in May it has
built its enrollment to a whopping
450 youngsters, ages 7-17. There
have been as many as 75 at the
clubhouse at any one time. They
meet at the clubhouse at the Mid-
dle School between 2 p.m. and 6
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday and 1:30 p.m. to 6
p.m. on Wednesdays.

They have food nights, when
they learn to cook, and of course
eat up the results. “Local kids love
to eat,” Duane said. There are
movie nights. They can shoot
pool, work computers, play other
games.

They often do cleanup work
along Kailua Beach and they have
adopted the community park,
making it their business to clean
up graffiti.

They do other community service.
For example, with the experience
Continued on Page Two

Y’s Men’s Motto:
“To Acknowledge
the Duty that Ac-
companies Every
Right”
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YMCA World Camp

YMCA Camp Erdman will be the
site for a significant event in 2007,
the YMCA World Camp, which is
expected to attract some 250
teens, aged 14 to 18, from Africa,
Asia, Europe, the Americas, and
the South Pacific.

The camp, August 10-24, will
be a “multi-cultural experience,”
the organizers say.

“All the different cultures will
have a place in the program, with
Hawaiian style and culture being
showcased and providing a base
for the total world camp experi-
ence,” says one of the brochures.

The kids will be in homestays
with local families before the camp
and will be here a couple of
weeks. Last year's World Camp
was in San Francisco.

Boys and Girls Club - continued from Page One

they got from working with com-
puters in the clubhouse — they
even built their own computers to
start with — they are able to go to
seniors’ centers and help the old
folks learn how to use computers.

There is a “power hour” too,
when the kids do their homework
aided by a couple of retired
teachers and some college stu-
dents and win points for prizes, in
a program that matches the In-
termediate Schools own incentive
system, even though the club is
not part of the school, although
the core membership is made up
of middle school students. “We’ve
really partnered with the school,”
Duane said.

He encourages his fellow po-
lice officers to drop by the club-
house from time to time and talk
to the kids, maybe challenge them
to a game of pool, so the young-
sters learn that the police aren’t
always on the other side.

One challenge at the begin-
ning was the separation between
the local kids and the children of
military families. “You could see
the walls that were built between
them,” Duane said. Being in the
club helped bring down those
walls. “Today, they just get along.”
Some of the less-fortunate kids
are told every day that they’re
good for nothing and the club
teaches them that’s not true.

It All Takes Money

The club charges the kids a
membership fee of $1 a year each
and it takes much more than that
to run it, quite aside from the
capital expense of setting up and
maintaining the premises, which is
all the club’s responsibility, not the
schools, since the kids come from
all over the Windward community.

“We want to find a thousand
friends who can each give $100,”
Duane said. If that can be
achieved every year it is an an-
nual income of $100,000.
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That's where donations like
our $200 (about $150 from the
October 21 garage sale and the
rest made up out of club funds)
come in so handy.

Boys and Girls Club is also
hoping to build up a capital fund of
$10 million. “We're at $4.1 mil-
lion,” Duane said.

The Kailua club will need
money to complete its plans,
which include putting a dome over
basketball courts, gutting out
some existing physical education
rooms and replacing them with a
computer lab, recording and video
production studios so the kids can
make their own productions, and
other facilities to encourage the
kids to stay off the streets, de-
velop socially and learn.

The outcome of all the effort
shows in how the kids change, he
said. When they first come in
some of the kids use a lot of cuss
words. The kids that have been
there for a while say to them:
“‘How come you swear?” And they
do change.

The club is actively seeking
new members but at a dollar a
year, “it's not about getting mem-
bers.” It's about getting the kids off
the streets and into something
productive and rewarding, he
said.

In addition to his two fulltime
jobs, by the way, Duane somehow
also finds the time to coach a
couple of canoe clubs.

Hawaii has six Boys and Girls
Club clubhouses, plus extension
operations and teen centers.
There are more than 6,000 regis-
tered members, ages seven
through 17.

Learn more on the Web:
Boys and Girls Club of Hawaii

http://www.bgch.com
Boys and Girls Clubs of America

http://www.bgca.org




Pohai Nani Event Kept Us Busy
Our community service project on November 4, help-
ing Nora Takeno and her other volunteers make and
serve food for attendees at a major craft fair at Pohai
Nani, turned into an all-day affair. Donna reports the
food made about $1,000 for Pohai Nani. Everyone
felt it was a worthwhile effort for us. Please note:
Many other members helped, not just those in the
pictures! Above, Nora and Joe-Ann work on noodles.
Top right, Jim figures out for himself how to fry Spam
for musubi. Right, Marion takes a minute outside the
kitchen to watch Ken and Donna serve food.

Meeting Date Change
Take note: Our January club
meeting will not be on the usual
first Wednesday of the month, but
on the following Wednesday,
January 10.

It will be at the usual starting
time, 7 p.m., at the Windward
YMCA.

It was felt that January 3
would be too close to the holi-
days. Not enough time to recovery
and get organized!

ASC Coming Soon

The Windward YMCA's Annual
Support Campaign for 2007 will
launch with a kickoff in late Janu-
ary and basically run through Feb-
ruary.

The Windward Y’s Men’s &
Women’s Club is always a keen
and willing participant in this an-
nual event and our members have
raised many thousands of dollars
for YMCA programs through

the years so you know our help
will be requested again this year.

Members will receive more
details as soon as they are avail-
able in January. Stay tuned.

Chili Nets $1,300

Our most recent sale of tickets for
Zippy’s chili resulted in a net profit
to our club of $1,295.10, Treas-
urer Ken Kadomoto reported at
our November meeting.

That’'s a good return for one of
the main parts of our operating
funds. Some members this year
chose to make donations rather
than sell tickets, instead turning in
the profit we would have made if
they had sold their tickets.

Leeward Donation

Our club has given $250 toward a
$1,000 for the new Leeward
YMCA's capital campaign an our
contribution will be recorded in a
permanent plaque in the lobby of
the new facility, along with others
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honoring those who helped build
this fabulous new YMCA.

U.S. Area Convention

The 2007 convention of the U.S.
Area of Y’s Men International will
be held July 12-15 in Charleston,
South Carolina.

Organized by the South Atlan-
tic Region, the event promises the
best of Southern hospitality.

For those who want to com-
pare with our own conventions,
the room rate at the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Charleston is $129
a night, plus tax. That also covers
a fully cooked breakfast each
morning at the hotel’s restaurant.

Convention organizers have
arranged the same rate for three
days before the convention and
three days after, for those who
want to make a real vacation out
of the convention opportunity.

“Come early, stay late,” the
organizers say.



Club Calendar

No December Club Meeting

December 10, Saturday
Christmas Party at Emma’s.
Come at 5 p.m. to wrap
cosmetics gifts for Spouse
Abuse Center women. Bring
wrapped Christmas gifts for
their kids. Potluck dinner
at6 p.m..

December 16 & 17, Sat. & Sun.
Breakfast with Santa to aid
Prevent Child Abuse Hawaii.
We run the “go fishing” booth
on both days.

January 10, W ednesday
Monthly club meeting
7 p.m. at Windward YMCA
Note the change of date

January 13, Saturday
Windward YMCA Open House

February 21, W ednesday
Metro District Meeting, 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Location not yet
finalized

February
YMCA Annual Support
Campaign. Kickoff is in the
last week of January.

May 18-20, 2007
Hawaii Region Convention
at the Pagoda Hotel

President’s Message -

Merry Christmas to everybody!
Have a happy and safe Christ-
mas and a healthy New Year.
I’1l see you all ready for action
at our first meeting of 2007 on
January 10.

We achieved a lot
in 2006 and we
have lots more
ahead of us in
2007.

Aloha and God
Bless.

Marion

Marion Liu, President 2006-2007

Y'sSpy ——

Y 5Spy notes that Donna and Miles Saito celebrated their 29th wedding
anniversary December 6, but not together. Donna was in Las Vegas,
celebrating in the “city that never sleeps,” while she was there for some
Department of Defense meetings from the second to the ninth. Miles was

at home.

There’s lots of travel by our members and we hopes we’ll have details
later. Bill and Trudy Stone spent some days on Lanai and you can read
about their great time elsewhere in this issue (see below). Russ and Eiko
Lynch will spend Christmas and New Year’s in Philadelphia with grand-
son Danny, 22 months (and, of course their daughter Jen and husband
Dan Battle). They’re hoping for snow so Russ can have his first-ever

white Christmas.

It’s Ace Thomas’s birthday December 12. We can celebrate with him a

couple of days earlier, when Emma and Ace open their house to use for
our Christmas Party on December 10. It will also be great to have Sam

Shoji with us on the 10th, after he runs the Honolulu Marathon.

And it’s Joe-Ann’s birthday on December 3.

Lanai: A Great Place to Wind Down & Relax

By Bill Stone
Last month Trudy and | had a ter-
rific trip to Lanai, where we stayed
at a friend's house and used his
car, too.

| ran into Nan Asuncion from
the Kaimuki Y’s Men's Club the
first afternoon of our visit. She
was there to put on a teen play at
the school. What a lovely surprise
to walk out of the little grocery
store and find a familiar face!

The weather was perfect,
despite repeated forecasts for
rain, rain, and more rain.

There are so few folks on La-
nai that traffic is always light,
lthere is very little noise, and eve-
ryone is super friendly.

| splurged and played golf at
both resort courses ($100 each); |
shot 85 at Koele and 82 at Man-
ele, with Trudy riding along and
being caddy. Then we found out
there is a free 9-hole public
course right next to Koele (called
Cavendish), so we both played
there, too.
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The free course has kind of
long grass on the fairways, but it
was lovely, challenging and had
good greens. | shot 43 because
there are no yardage markers and
playing for the fist time made it
difficult to judge distances.

We ate one night at the Lanai
Hotel's restaurant and enjoyed a
wonderful cassoulet, a French
dish with duck, sausage and white
beans. For Thanksgiving we went
to the Lodge at Koele and had a
posh meal with all kine fancy
stuffs. Most nights, though, we
had simple fare with wine in the
back yard while watching the sun-
set. Ahh, what a delightful way to
end the day.

The highlight of the whole trip
was finding three pods of spinner
dolphins frolicking in the water in
Manele Bay. It happened on our
last morning, with the dolphins
leaping and doing aerial acrobat-
ics for 45 minutes about 200
yards offshore. We're both ready
to go right back to Lanai.



