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Crest Hill Elementary School 
 

Giver 
Discussion Questions 

Each question should be answered completely and thoroughly. 
 
1. Write a set of "standard apologies" for 2 student transgressions found in Mr. Black’s class at 

Crest Hill Elementary School. (ch 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Discuss the idea of "release". What are some of the reasons given for a person being released 

from the community? What are the advantages and disadvantages to a community that accepts 
such a practice? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Discuss similarities between our society and the society in your novel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How realistic is the novel? Could that society exist? 
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5. Describe the role of pain and difficulty in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. The Giver pictures a community in which every person and his or her experience is precisely the 

same.  The climate is controlled, and competition has been eliminated in favor of a community in 
which everyone works only for the common good. What advantages might "sameness" have for 
a community?  Is this loss of diversity worthwhile? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Analyze one of the important characters from the novel. Include the following: appearance, 

actions, ideas (what the character thinks), manner (how the character acts), reactions of others to 
the character, and how the character feels over the course of the novel.  Do his feelings/ideas 
change during the novel? Would you like this character? Would you like to BE this character? 
Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What point was the author making about utopian societies? How successful was she in getting 

this point across? 


