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Crest Hill Elementary School 

Comprehension Questions    Name: ________________________ 

Gathering Blue 

Chapter 5 

Completely answer the following comprehension questions based on information from the 

chapter(s).   

1. When the council resumes, what do they bring in with them?  What is it used for? 

The council members bring with them a large box containing the Singer's robe, a ceremonial vestment 

worn only once a year at the singing of the Ruin Song, the lengthy oral history of Kira's people. Jamison 

questions Kira about her skills and the training that she received from her mother. 

2. Kira learns that the woman who trained her mother in the arts of cloth craft still lives.  What is 

her name?  What is she going to teach Kira? 

Her name is Annabella and she could be called upon to teach Kira about dyes. 

3. Vandara, sensing that the proceeding now favors Kira, requests that a decision be rendered 

immediately. What do the Guardians decide to do with Kira?  Where will she live and what will 

she do for a living? 

The Guardian Council decrees that Kira will remain with them and take on the role previously served by 

Kira's mother, the tending of the Singer's robe. She will maintain and complete the decoration of the 

unfinished robe.  

4. What does the council decide to do with Kira’s land? 

They inform Vandara that she may take possession of Kira's land to build the pen for her children. 

5. Kira is sent to collect her belongings before she begins her new life in the Edifice. She meets 

Matt along the way, who eagerly listens to Kira's fate.  What do you learn about Matt’s dog? 

He is happy she will not be sent to the Field, offering to build her a new cot. The reader learns that Matt 

nursed his companion dog, Branch, back from health after it had been injured, though it lives with an 

injury similar to Kira's.  

6. With plenty of time before she must return to the Edifice, Kira stops by the weaving shed where 

she worked.  Kira learns that one of the weavers has recently broken her arm beyond repair.   

What will probably happen to the weaver? 

With her injury preventing her from working anymore, the woman will likely be sent to the 

Field, and her five children will be given away.   
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Crest Hill Elementary School 

Comprehension Questions    Name: ________________________ 

Gathering Blue 

Chapter 6 

Completely answer the following comprehension questions based on information from the 

chapter(s).   

1. Kira returns to the Edifice and finds Matt and Branch waiting there for her as promised.  What 

does Matt have with him? 

Matt carries with him the bundle of things he has managed to save from the burning of Kira's 

home, and he offers to carry it to Kira's new quarters. 

2. Jamison leads Kira and Matt through the Edifice to Kira's new quarters, and they are unlike 

anything Kira and Matt have ever seen.  Describe how the apartment looks 

There is elegant furniture, a bathroom with running water and an adjacent workspace for her new 

job.  

3. After Matt leaves, Kira examines the objects Matt has brought her, and she is thankful for what 

he has managed to save.  What four things was Matt able to save from the fire?   

Kira is delighted to find her mother's pendant, her threading frame, some medicinal herbs and 

some of her mother's old clothing.  

4. Among the clothing, Kira finds a skirt her mother wore while working.  How does Kira decide to 

fix the skirt?   

Kira decides that, over time, she might be able to outline the many colored stains with thread, 

embellishing it into a costume of sorts.  

5. Kira eventually drifts off to sleep in her new bed, finding comfort in the decorated scrap of cloth 

in the bed next to her, looking through the window at the moonlight and thinking of her mother.  

What does this tell you about how Kira is feeling? 

Kira is very content at this point.  She is happy with how the Guardians handled the conflict with 

Vandera, and she is happy that she now has a purpose and responsibility that will serve the 

community.   
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