Ahe duncestral Lineage

OF THE

Wan Sickle Family in Jmericy,

R -
lf 4

s Anpd it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thon must go to be with thy fathers,
that I will Taise up thy seed after thee. which will be of thy sons.”—I. CHRONICLES XVII, 1.

P

5. The Van Sickle Family is of an ancient Dutch stock, the an-
cestral lineage of which has been traced back several centuries. In
former times it was in possession of landed estates and manorial privi-
~ vileges in the Low Countries of Holland (Hollowland). The family

" has furnished many noted persons. In Holland, where it originated, it
comprises a considerable part of the population; and it has also come
to be largely represented in America. The’ Van Sickle Family. was
founded in the United States by emigrants from the Low Countries of
Holland, or the Netherlands (Dutch Nederlanden). The first emi-
grants ‘came about the middle of the seventeenth century (1652), pro-
‘bably under the auspices of the Dutch West India Company. Not-
withstanding the facts of the case, there are several _ |
6. Traditions.—The first emigrants of the Van Sickle Family are
said to have first settled in the Mobawk Valley, probably near the pre-
sent site of Albany, in the year (1623) in which the first permanent
agricultural colonization was made in that part of the State of New
York, then called “New Netherland.” Another tradition says that there
were three brothers who came over towards the close of the seventeenth
century, and settled in the State of New Jersey, near Trenton. While
still another states that two of the brothers settled in New Jersey, and
the other in “York State.” Tt is also said that these three brothers had
large sums of gold and silver, which they transported over the country
with ox teams. The theory of:thg three brothers is a tradition of the
ancestry of many families in America. It is also noticeable that tradi-
. tion generally fixes the date of 2their emigration at a later. period than -

they actually came over. T - s

7. The Ancestors of the Van Sickle Family.— Ferdinandus
Van Sicklen was the Progenitor of the Van Sicklen or Van Sickle
Family in America.. He emigrated to this country in 1652. He

‘married Fva Antonis Jansen. They settled on Long Island, and
were- among the first pioneers; and many of their descendants, like

(1)
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their early progenitors in the East, were among the earliest ploneerb of
the West; while many were the fs a.f seftlors of different towns in sev-
eral paltb of the Middle and Western States and Territories. The Van
Sickles were an agricultural class, not only in this country, but in Hol-
land, and have, no doubt, contributed their full share towards the con
version of “the wilderness and solitary places into fruittul ficlds.” Other
families of Van Sickles have pr Ubab]} come over since the first emi-
grauts, and scttled in different parts of the. Stales, and probably the
Canadas. They all obeyed the divine injunction,—“Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and leplem%h the earth ;” so that now their name is leﬂ"lon

The Ancestors of the Van Kickle F :l.mll'y chose ax theirabiding place in the New World,
a spot searcely surpassed in beauty, grandeur, and natural advantages. He who to-day
travels through New Jorsey, beholding with admiration and veneration the beautiful and
varied landsecape divexsified with Lillx and valleys, lukes and rivers, stretching like a
panorama before him, may in some degree eonceive the joy with which onr Dutch An-
cestors Airst gazed upon its beautics; s extensive forests, varied and ornamented with
hills and streams, lakes and mountains, its fertile soil and valnable timber, must have
appeared to them an carthly paradise ; bhut whal was then an nnbroken forest is now a
prosperous country, teeming wilh life and uneeasing industry. The mountains, which
then formed a part of the primitive picture of the natural foresl, now look down upon a
great nation with thriving commerce and institutions of learning, The carly history of
New Jersey, as well as that of New Netherland, is but the history of cach American col-
ony. A leading idea of the Duteh was freedom in veligious opinion.  In some instances,
- perhaps, emigration was induced by the desire of gain, hut it was genevally influenced hy
religious persecution.  Our Dutch  Ancestors were firm, robust, temperate, persevering
men, who brought with them the simplicity, the economy, the vavery, and the integrity
which were fo stamp succeeding generations,  “Holland hag long heen the theme for the
ridicule of British writers; and even in this country the character and manners of the
Duteh have been made the subjects of an unworthy depreciation,  Yet, without under-
valuing others, it may confidently be claimed that, 10 no nation in the world is the Re-
public of the West more indebted than to the United Provinees, for the idea of the con-
federation of sovereign States; for noble prineiples of constitutional freedom ; for magnan-
imous sentiments of religious toleration; for characteristic sympathy with subjects of
oppression ; for liberal doctrines in trade and eommerce; for itlustrions patterns of publie
integrity and private virtue, and for generous and timely aid in the establishment of in-
dependence. Nowhere among the people of the United States can men be found exeell-
ing in honesty, industry, courtesy or accomplishment, the posterity of the carly Dutch
settlers of New Netherland."

8. The Lineal Ancestry of the Van Sickle Family --In Geneal-
ogy, as in Chronology there are certain eras. Thus, in the Nether-
lands, to trace back to the Conquest of Caesar is the (Z(‘ozdw(u‘um, n
J*rance to the reign of Charlemagne; iv England, to the Norman Con-
quest ; in VII‘D‘lllld to the first setllers of the conntry; in the New Kng-
land States, to the land]no of the Puritans, or Pﬂonm Fathers; and in
the Middle St&teb, to the first Dutch settlement. The lineal ancestry of
this stock of Van Sickles in America, now quite numerous throughout
the United States, has not been very satisfactorily ascertained ; for “ the
origin of but few n&tmnﬂ- or individuals can be precisely haced or as-
certained. “The lapse of ages 1s incessantly thickening the veil which
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18 spread over remote objects and events. The light becomes fainter as

" we proceed, the objects more obscure and uncertain, until Time at length -

spreads her sable mantle over them, and we behold them no more.
“Most of the emigrants [from Europe to America] fled from re-
ligions persecution, and instead of promulgating their derivation or

aas_'

history, rather suppressed all knowledge of it, so that their descendants -

“had ne direct traditions.” “Many families can be traced by our records

- with certainty to the first emlgrant but few beyond this without calling
Joudly on the imagination for assistance in the engrafting of them upon
some European stock of a similar name.” “The fact that different
‘branches of this family have varied the orthogra,phy of the name does
not conflict with the consanguinity of individuals,” for this is the case
with many other families. “The great leaders in history, who embraced
the same political cause, were mingled generally in blood and alliance.
This very often advanced their objects, secured their triumphs, and pre-
served them from the alliances of power and from political abuse. Ante-
‘¢edent 1nﬂuences were operative in keeping up their ascendancy for
 many sges.”

9. Early Seftlers of Long Island -—The first inhabitants of Long Island were na-
tive Indians who belonged to various tribes. ‘“The Indian settlements were all on the
‘bays, creeks and harbors on the north and south sides of the island, and their territories
weré divided from each other by the middle of the island.”. Long Tsland was claimed by
the Dutch and English nations respectively by right of discovery; and hence the first
white settlers were chiefly Dutch or Netherlanders, and English. The Duteh commenced
their settlements on the west end of the island at Breukelen (broken land), or Brooklyn
as early as 1625, in what is now Kings County, and the English a few years later, at the

east end. The line of division between the two nations was a source of much contention i

and many complaints. " In 1641, the Dutch government permitted some English settlers

to locate at Gravesend. All the other towns of Kings County appear to have been settled

by the Dutch. In the Dutch towns, the Indian title was hought by the Governor, and
the lands granted by him to individuals, * Tt appears by the Dutch records, that in 1634
a part of the land at Red Hook was the property of Wouter van Twiller, being one of the
oldest titles in the town.” ~ “ The earliest recorded Indian grant to an individual for land
in Kings County, is that to Jacob Van Curler, on the 16th of June, 1636, for flats in Flat-
bush and Flatlands; and the earliest to the government or West India Company is dated

the 1st of August, 1638 for land between Brooklyn and Mespath.” ¢ The earliest patents '

granted by the government for land in Brooklyn were to Thomas Bescher, on the 28th of
November, 1639 ;" and ‘“to Frederick Lubbertsen, on the 27th of May, 1640 " On the
'16th of June, 1637, Joris Jansen Rapalie,* the ancestor of the Rapalies of this country,

s

bought a tract of land of the Indians, which is now occupied by a part of the city of

Brooklya. “ Om-the 17th of June, 1643, his Indian purchase was patented to him by the

governor.” Other patents for land granted in the vieinity of Brooklyn, were those of Jan -

sJoris (George) Jamnien de Rapalie, the ancestor of the Rapalies of America, is said by some writers .

10 be a proseribed Huguenot, who emigrated from Rochelle in France in 1624 in the ship Unity with ™

. Catalyntie Trico (daughter of J eronoinis Trico, of Paris) whom he married, and by whoin he had eleven
children ; namely, 1. Sarah, born June 8, 1625 (' who was the first white female child of European parent-
age barn in the colony of New Netherlands which then covered the present States of New York, New
‘Jersey, and a portion of Uonnecticut”), who married (1st) in 1639 ITans Hansen Bergen, a native of Berg-

en, in. Norway, the ancestor of the Bergen famity in this. conntry, who emigrated from Holland in 1683;
arnd (2nd) Tennis Gysbertsen Bogaert, the ancestor of the Bogerts in this eountry, who emigrated” from -

Heykoop in: Holland in 1852, and who in 1676, 1677, and 1678 was one of the frustees and overseers of Brook-
lyn I1. Mariritie, born \Ia,reh 11, 1627 who marrled (November 18, 1640) Michel Paulus or Paulisen Van-
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and Pieter Monfoort, May 29, 1641; of Lambert Huybertsen, September 7th, 1641 ; or
Pieter Caosar Italien, June 17, 1643 ; of William. Cornelisse, February 19, 1646 ; and that of
Hans Hansen (Rergen), the ancestor of the Bergen family of Long Island, of the 80th of
March, 1647; also that of Remmert Jansen Vanderbeck., A tract of land located in Flat-
lands was purchased of the Indians and patented by Governor Van Twiller to Andries
Hudden and Wolfert Gerretsen (Van Conwenhoven), on the 16th of June, 1636, the same
date as Van Curler's patent for flats.  “Antony J anscn, from Vaas, Ves, Fez, or from
Balce, as sometimes written, but generally written Anfony Jansen Van mHalee, and desig-
nated in addition, in portions of our early records, with the appellation of “Iurk,” on he-
ing banished from New Amsterdam in consequence of improper conduet on his part and
that of hisx wife Grietje Reiners, obtained in 1639, from Director Kieft a grant of 100 morg-
gens (200 acres), on the west end of Loug Tsland, partly in the present towns of Now Ut-
recht and Gravesend, on which he located and became the first settler in said towns.
Probably in conscquence of the word Jansen {(meaning the son of Jan}, being common to
both names, he is fancied by some writers to have becn a brother of Joris Jansen Rapalie,
but of this there is no particle of proof, nor is this corroboruted by our carly records, they
on the contrary going far to disprove it.” “The most tempting locality on the west end
of Long Tsland for natives of the low and level lands of Holland or Belgium, who were
inexpericnced in the clearing of forests, were the flats in Flatlands and Flatbush,* minia-
ture prairies, void of trees, with a dark colored surface soil, similar to that of the prairies

dervoort,the ancestor of the Vandervoort family in this conuntry, who came from Vandermonde or Viaen-
deren in the Netherlands, and who resided for some time in New Amsterdam, where Lie obtained a pat-
ent for a lot Septemiber 13, 1616 ; TII, Jannetie, born August 18, 1620, who married (Decemnber 21, 1642) Rem
Jansen Vuaderbek,the ancestor of the Remsen family in this country, who either came from Severen in
Westphalia, or from Coevordenin Overyssel ; IV. Judith, born July 3, 1635, who married Pieter Pieterson
Van Nest, the ancestor of most of the Van Nest family of this country ; V, Jun, horn August 28, 1637, who
marrled (April 26, 1660) Maria Fredericks, of the Hague, and died in 1662, without surviving issue ; VL.
Jacob, boru May 28, 1639, whe was shot dead by the Indians while standing in his deer; VII. Catalynite,
bora March 28, 1641, who married {in 1664} Jeremias Fansen Westerhout, whao came over in the Ship Rose-
tree; VIIL. Jerpremus, born June 27, 1643, who married Anna Denyse, danghter of Teunis Nysen or De-
nyse; 1X. dnnetie, born February &, 1646, who married (1st), May 14, 1663, Marten Reyyese, as written by
himself, or Lyerse, of Amaterdatn, Lhe ancestor of the Ryerson family in this country: and (2nd) Jan-
uary 30, 1692, Joost Fransy, widowoer of Gertruy Aunlkes, who emigrated in 1654; X, Fiizahath, born March
28, 1648, whe married Dirck Cornelisse Hooglandt, and hed a son Ariaen Dirckse, baptised September 22,
1670 ; and X1, Danief, born December 24, 1650, who married (June 13, 1574} Sarah Klock, of Fort Orange.
He first settled at Fort Orange, where he remained about three years, thence removin g to New Amster-
dam where he resided for more than 22 years (occupying and owning a honse and ot on the north side of
She preseut Pearl streel, for which he received a patent on the 18th of March, 1647}, thenee removing to
his plantation on the west end of Long Island, where he died soon after tive close of the Dutch adminis-
tration. His widow, Catalyntie, dled September 13, 1689, at the age of 8, *Tn August, 1641, Rapalie was
one of the twelve men represenling Manhullan, Breuklen, and Pavonia, elected to suggest moans to
punish the Indians for a murder they had committed. In 16835, %6, 37, and 1660, he was ohe of the magis-
strates of Brooklyn.” On the2ith of December 1662, he and his wife becarme members of the Protestant
Duteh Reformed Church, of Brooklyn. :

Jan or John Vigne, the son of Guelyn Vigne and Ariantje Cuvilje, was born at New Amsterdam in
1614, eleven years before Barah Rapalic and wag the first-born white child of European ancestry in the
colony of New Netherlund. He had threc sisters ; Maria, who married Abram Verplank : Christina,
who married Dirck Volekerson of Bushwick ; and Rachel, who married Cornelis Van Tienhoven. His
motier (who died about 1648) owned a farm in the vieinity of the present Pearl and Wall streats, which
was undoubledly the oldest cultivated farm on Manhattan Tsland, and was occupied by Jan after the
death of his parcnts. “Ie died in 1681, having heen twice married, the last time, Fehrnary 15th, 1662, to
Wieshe Hayles, leaving no issue of which any account has been seen. In 1867, he was admitted to the
rights of a greal burgher, held the office of schepen for several years, and June 4, 1663, obtained a patenl
from Director Stuyvesant lor a tract of meadows lying easterly of the town of Bergen, in New Jergey.”

*‘Flatlands was originatly named New Amersfoort, from Amersfoort,a city of 12,889 inhabitanison the
river Eemnt, in the provinece of Utrecht, in the Netherlands, the birth-place of Wolfert Gerretsen Van Cou-
wenhoven, one of the earlisst seftlers of the place. It also was kKnown as De Baije, or the bay. Dr.
Btrong,in his history of Flatbush, says that Filathush “was appropriately- called by the first settlers, by
the name Midwout or Middlawoods,” - As all the other Netherland settlements or towns in Kings Coun-
ty were named after localities in the fatherland, it is probable that this place was named Midwoud from .
‘Midwoud and Ostwoud,” a village of 344 inhabitants in the provinee of North Holland, from which place
some of the early settlers may have emigrated.” . ' :
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of the west, which had been subject to the rude culture of the natives, and which were

ready, without much previous toil and labor, for the plow. On these flats, of which there

were three, it is supposed, and almost certain, that the first agricultural settlements on

Long Island were made, and their adaptation to eultivation accounts for their being first

sought for and purchased.” These flate were the most productive lands on Long Island.
Other early emigrants from the Netherlands, besides those above mentioned, settled on
Long Island, among whom were Ferdenandus Van Syeklin and others who were the an-
cestors of many distinguished American families. ‘On the early settlement of this country by
Iuropeans, lands appear to have been taken possession of and cultivated by individuals,
i some cases for years before ground briefs or patents were issued, the rights of the oc-

: (éupant respected and the premises conveyed from one to another, the same as they have

tince beén taken possession of by squatters on the public domains of the United States,

and like them were allowed or entitled to a pre-emption right.”” Many of the early set-

tlers signed their marks (instead of signatures) to documents, not in all cases because they
were flliterate, but because it ‘‘was customary in those days for persons who were able to

write, in some instances to make a mark, the same as a seal is affixed to writings.” The
Netherlanders for several generations, retained the old names common in the fatherland ;

such as Abraham, Andries, Cornelis, Dirck, Ferdinandus, Gerret, Guysbert, Hendrick,

Jan or Johannes, Pieter, Reinier,* Annatie, Cateline, Cornelia, Christina, Eva, Femmetje,
Jannetje, Margrietje or Grietje, Lena or Helena, Maria or Mary, Steintje, and many

others, some of which, like ancient surnames, have undergone changes in orthography.

“This change, from generation to generation, of surnames, causes greatdifficulty in genea~

logical researches. The prefix of Van, meaning from, has also in many families, been

dropped. This is the case with the Couwenhoven, Ditmarses, and most of the Voorhees.”

‘The first Dutch Church on Long Island was erected in Flatlands in 1661. In 1683












