Larly Zhistory of the

Metherlands,

“For he hath founded it upon the seas, and estublished it npon the floods. —PsLam xxI1Vv, 2

98. “The Netherlands, or Low Countries, formerly comprised the
‘present kingdoms of Holland and Belgium. 1In early ages they consist-
ed in part of a vast swamp, through which the Rhine and other rivers
flowed to the sea. The half-submerged islands were the home of a
hardy race that lived on mounds raised above the reach of the tide,
Many of these wretched abodes were swept away by a flood, about a
century before the Christian era; and a band of German exiles after-
wards took possession of the main island, ealling it Bet-aquw, or good
meadow, whence their name Batavians.” Many centuries have pass-
ed away, and in the place of a horde of savages, living on mounds, and
among swamps and thickets, swarm over 3,000,000 of people ; the most
industrious, the most prosperous, perhaps the most intelligent, in the
world.  Their navigators are the boldest; their mercantile marine force
the most powerful; their merchants the most enterprising on the globe.
Their women are distinguished by physical beauty and constitutional
vigor. “ Accustomed from childhood to converse freely with all classes
and both sexes in the daily walks of life, and to travel on foot or horse-
back from one town to another without escort and without fear, they
‘have acquired manners more frank and independent than those of other
lands, while their morals and decorum are undoubted.” ¢ Peaceful in
their pursuits, phlegmatic by temperament, the Netherlanders were yet
the most belligerent and excitable population of Europe. Their national
‘industry was untiring; their prosperity unexampled; their pugnacity
proverbial ; their love of liberty indomitable.” Two centuries of eivil
war have but thinned the ranks of each generation, without quench-
ing the hot spirit of the Dutch nation. :

99. Reigning Powers of the Netherlands.—All the early inhabi-
tants of the Netherlands yielded to the Romans under Csesar. * The
Batavians, bravest of the German tribes, became his allies, and durin
four centuries their cavalry formed the most efficient part ot the Roman
legions. ~After this the Batavian people were merged in the Frisians, a
kKindred race, who occupied the northern portion of the Netherlands.
For several centuries the Frisians resisted the encroachments of the
- Fraunks, until they were finally reduced to submission by Charles Mar-
tel,” abont the year 734, and soon afterwards were converted to Chris«
tianity. At the beginning of the ninth century they formed a part of
the empire of Charlemagne. After this the Netherlands were divided
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into a number of small domains, governed by dukes and counts. Among
these were Holland (hollow Zafnd), afterwards a republic,——and Fland:
ers, which fell to the powerful House of Burgundy in 1383. Philip the
Good a prince of that family, in the next eenhny extended his author-
ity over the whole of the Netherlands. Philip encouraged art and liter-
ature; and at his court eminent artists and authors ﬂourished. Under
the House of Burgundy the Netherlands became the most opulent and
populous part of Europe. Charles the Bold, son of Philip, was the last
of the dukes of Burgundy. In 1477, after having been twice defeated,
he was killed in a third battle with the Swiss. Hig rich possessions dle-
scended to his danghter Mary, who married Maximilian, archduke of
Austria, when the Netherlands became a possession of the House of
Hapsburg. Her grandson, Charles V,, king of Spain and emperor of
Grermany, imherited the I\etherldnde, and on his abdication gave them
to his son, Philip IL., of Spain (1555). Philip spent the first fourteen
years of his reign in ‘rhe Netherlands.  “ During this period the people
were oppressed by the lawless soldiers of Spam and as many of them
were Protestants, while Philip was strongly attached to the Roman Cath-
tholic faith, they dreaded the introduction of the Inquisition into their free
land. Ph1l1p declared that he would rather be no king at all than
reign over hereties, and signalized his return to Spain in 1559 by the
execution of thirteen Spanlqh Protestants.” After Philip’s departure
the government of the Netherlands was intrusted to the Duchess of
Parma, DPhilip’s half sister. “She was assisted bv a council, three
members of which were devoted to the Spanish interests. The others
were patriot leaders,—Count igmont, a descendant of the old Frisian
kings, Count Horn, and William the Silent, Prince of Orange, the im-
mortal founder of Dutch liberties. _
100. Prosperity of the Netherlands.—*The Low Countries, in
the middle of the sixteenth century, had reached the height of their pros-
perity. They contained about 350 cities, with 6,000 towns and villages,
protected from the ocean by dikes, and were so densely peopled that
scarcely any land remained uncul‘m ated.” Tn agriculture, commerce, man-.
ufactures, literature, and the fine arts, the Netherld,ndols were the fore-
most 11&1;10[1 in the wmld Their dguoultmal products were unsurpassed ;
their cattie, grazing on the bottom of the ocean were the finest in all
Europe ; then' manufactures were prized throughout the world; while
their oil paintings glowed with colors and Lombmatlons never seen be-
fore. As early as the beginning of the fifteenth century, an incredible
number of painters of OIeatel or less merit, flourished in the Nether-
lands, and oil painting was carried to great perfection. Among them
were Hubert Jan, and Margaret Vdn Eyeck, * heralds of the great
school, Which at a subsequent period, was to astonish the world “with
brilliant colms, profound science, startling effects, and vigorous repro-
ductions of Nature.” There also ﬂouuehed authms who wrote not for
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the amusement of brutes, and people of low degree, but for princes and
other persons of quality.” About the middle of the fitteenth century,
(between 1423 and 1440) “an obscure citizen of Haarlem, one Lorenzo.
Joster, or Laurens the Sexton, succeeded in printing a little grammar,
by means of movable types.” Thus the iivention of printing was ac-
complished ; but his invention sent no thrill of admiration through.

Christendom. In the middle of the fifteenth century, the Netherlands - .

“enriched with the spoils of every clime, crowned with the divine.
jewels of science and art, was, one day, fo sing a siren song of freedom,
luxury and power.” Her skill in the mechanical and in the fine arts at
this time was unrivaled. From the greatest prosperity, (as is frue of
nearly all other nations,) there was a decline, on account of luxury,
dissipation, and the neglect of the higher faculties. o o
101. Persecution of the Protestants.—During the reign of Philip
IL., the protestants were fievcely persecuted, and blood flowed like water.
“ Reading the Bible and praying in one’s own house were crimes pun-
ishable with death. But the people of the Netherlands indignantly de-
nounced the tyranny of the government; and in spite of tortures and
executions the new faith gained ground. On one occasion, a fearless
reformer even preached in a room which overlooked the market-place
where some of his brethren were then burning.” No nation upon the
earth has endured so much at the hands of despotism as the Nether-
landers, in order to acquire for their descendants the blessings of civil
and religious liberty. A holy hatred of the Roman Catholies at that
period filled the hearts of the persecuted Netherlanders; and many of
their descendants have cherished this animosity, even fo the present
time. ¢ Our Dutch forefathers® glowing with all the zeal of early re-
formers, emigrated to this country shortly after the emancipation of the
United Netherlands from the Spanish yoke, and fostered all the rancor
of their race against Papists and Spaniards.” | |
- 102. “The Beggars.”-—The arbitrary measures of Philip IL., led to
a general rebellion in the Netherlands. “The popular leaders: vainly
protested against these cruelties, and at last a league was organized
among the nobility for the purpose of resistance. The confederates as-
sembled at Brussels, to lay their complaints before the regent. The
Duchess (of Parma) becoming agitated during the audience, a member.
of her suite exclaimed in a passion, ‘Is it possible Madam, that you are
afraid of these beggars? This was reported to the nobles af a banquet, -
when one of them, hanging a beggar’s wallet round his neck, and fill-
ing a wooden bowl with wine, proposed the toast, ‘Long live the Beg-
gars.” The whole company clamorously responded, and the name was
at once adopted. In 1566 the long-oppressed people gathered in-
tumultuous crowds to listen fo the Protestant preachers. They were
joined by numerous outlaws; and a frantic mob, armed with hammers
and pitchforks, swept through the Netherlands, ravaging the .churches.
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and destroying the images, amid crics of ‘Long live the Beggars.’
When Philip heard of this, he tore his beard in rage, and declared that
it should cost them dear. The following year he qent an army to the
Netherlandb, commanded by the Duke of Alva, a erafty, unscrupulous
tyrant. ‘I have tamed men of iron in my day,” said Alva, ‘and shall 1
not easily crush thesc men of butter 2’ Thousands fled from the country,
among them the Prince of Orange; but Horn and Egmont were seized
and executed | June dth, 1568]. The regent resigned, and Alva was
made governor-general;” and for six ycars the country suffered under
his tyranny, which for extent and fevocity is almost unparalleled in his-
lory. On his retura to Spain, Alva boasted that 18,000 persons had
been put to death during his administration.

103. The Siege of Leyden.——The severity of Alva having driven
the greater part of the Netherlands to insurrection, and his attempts to
_suppress the revolution by force of arms having entively failed, he was
recalled in 1573, His successor, Requescns, was instructed to adopt a
milder system of government, which he did, but with little sucecess.
Meanwhile the Prmce of Orangje (who had previcusly withdrawn to
(;ermany) had raised a force of volunteers, and was now actively en-
gaged in the field. “Town after town deolmed for him. Fleets were
equipped along the coast, manned by brave ‘Sea Beggars,” who captured
the Spanish vessels and seized important maritime towns. The struggle
for independence had commenced. TIn 1574 the Spanish laid seige to
Leyden, which was bravely defended for five months. The citizens re-
solved to die of starvation rather than admit the Spaniards.  ‘So long
as you hear a cat mew or a dog bark,’ they called to the beleaouelmg
iurces ‘you may know that we hold out® DBut at last hunger got the
better of their patuotmm} and the famished crowds begged the bmgo-
master to give them food, or surrender. ‘I have no food to give you,”
sald he, ‘and I have sworn not to surrender; but take my sword, plunge
it into my breast, and divide my {lesh among you! These words in-
spired them with frush courage to awalt the succor which they knew to
be at hand ; and at last it came. Through the dikes which had been
broken down the sea poured, oxfelwhelming the terror-stricken Span-
iards, and bearing a friendly fleet, laden with provisions, to the very
walls of Leyden.”—Quackenbos’s History of the World.

- 104. Founding of the Dutch Republic.—In March 1576 Requesens
died, and Philip’s hrother, Don John of Austria, the vietor of Lepanto,
succeeded him as viceroy. In the same year (1576) the Prince of
Orange succeeded in uniting all the provinces, by a treaty called the
“ l’aclﬁcatlon of Ghent.” But after the victories of Don John, the for-
tunes of war were decidedly against them ; dissatisfaction arose ; and in
1579, William of Orange, anxious to secure the independence of at Teast
a pmtlon of the \etherlandb, joined the morthern provinces (Holland,
Zealand, Ufrecht, Friesland, Groningen, Overyssel, and Gelderland) in
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a closer alliance, by the Union of Utrecht. This union was the founda-
tion of the Dutch Republic of the United Provinces. William the Silent,
Prince of Orange, was chosen Stadtholder of Holland and Zealand.
Don John died in October 1578, and his nephew Alessandro Farnese
succeeded him as regent. |
105. The Assassination of William of Orange.— Philip had of-
fered a large reward and a patent of nobility to any one who would as-
sassinate the Prince of Orange.” After eight fruitless attempts, the
foul deed was finally accomplished July 10, 1584, by the Burgundian
fanatic, Balthazer Gerard. William the Silent, Prince of Orange, fell,
pierced by three bullets. The last words of the hero and statesman
were, “ My God have pity on me and on this poor people!” (Mon Dieu
‘ayez pitie de'moi et ce pauvre peuple!) His faithiul dog that saved his
life from the Spanish assassins near Mechlin, by jumping up on the bed
and arousing his ‘master, refused food, pined and died, The death of
the Prince was a terrible loss to the struggling commonwealth, which
owed its existence mainly to his extraordinary wisdom and firmness;
but the Dutch patriots did not despair ; they continued the contest with
unabated courage and energy, and with success truly astonishing, when
we consider the resources of Spain—at that time the first power in the
world. :
106. The Dutch Republic.—Prince Maurice of Nassau, a son of
the murdered statesman, though not yet seventeen years of age, suc-.
ceeded his father as stadtholder, and for many years continued the
war against Spain. He proved to be one of the greatest generals of
modern times, and his career until his death (1625) was an almost
- unbroken series of battles, sieges, and victories. “ The Dutch sought
and obtained aid from Queen Elizabeth ; 6,000 English troops were
sent into the Netherlands. In one of the battles in which they were
engaged, the gallant Sir Philip Sidney, ‘the Flower of Chivalrie,” re-












