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BELL JAR
A V I D E O D E M O N S T R A T I O N O F S O U N D I N A V A C U U M
Name:___________________________________ Per:____ Date:______P:CC C-16

In 1979, Ridley Scott's space-horror film, Alien, shocked audiences throughout the country and around the world.
(The graphic alien birth scene was particularly hard to "stomach.") The slogan used to promote the film warned
potential viewers that

IN SPACE, NOONECAN HEARYOU SCREAM.

1. How can the apparatus shown above be used to test that assertion? What is the purpose of each item?

Battery

Speaker

Amplifier

Bell

Microphone

Glass Bell Jar

Vacuum Pump

Inlet Valve
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2. Air is invisible. How do the experimenters solve this problem?

3. Describe what happens when the experiment is conducted.
a. What happens in the first part of the experiment?

b. What happens in the second part of the experiment?

4. Plot a graph that is appropriate to tell the story. Label the axes, etc.!

5. What conclusion can be drawn about the slogan for Alien based on what we observed here?
__A. The slogan is an accurate description of sounds in space.
__B. The slogan is a misrepresentation of sounds in space.

6. Do space movies such as Star Wars and _____________________________and television

programs such as Star Trek and ______________________________ respect this principle?


