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Did you see our FD picture on the front page of the Courier? If you
didn’t you missed a great picture showing two of ou r members in the middle
of working QSO'’s. And if you didn’t go to FD then you really missed out.

Everything went perfectly. Well, not exactly but p  retty darn near. If it
really had been an emergency we wouldn’t have misse  d a beat. Of course,
having a Kroger store and a gas station nearby help  ed out. Which in an
emergency might not be available. Butwe’llwork o nthat too. We had a lot of
people at the beginning and at the end, which is wh  en all the hard work of
putting up and taking down occurs. But we also had many ham visitors in
between, which is good also. Go to our website(s) and see all the great
pictures.

We’'ve got another foxhunt in the planning stages. It's great fun and,
like FD, it also has a serious undertone. Come on out and participate and
bring your friends, kids and grandkids with you. T hey'll love it!

There are many more photos taken by Sergio
and Rich. See all the photos on our website
at arvarf.com.




Our July ARES/RACES meeting will be Tuesday, July 25™, at 7:00 p.m. at the 911 building.
Everyone is welcome. We will continue our “basic training” for emergency operations.

There was no meeting in June and everyone was encouraged to participate in Field Day. The
ARVARF Field Day was entirely successful. Andy Ward, KD5QJQ, did a great job as coordinator
and Sergio Picado, KE5CUY, club president, and others also provided important leadership. Field
Day was a balanced effort. | saw lots of family members coming and going, because of the
convenience of the site. As an emergency drill, we tried out new equipment, tested antennas, and
tried out old equipment to see if it still worked. We got experience running on generators and
learned some valuable safety lessons.

Wayne, N2WYV, worked hard at the GOTA station. | don’t think | ever looked that direction without
seeing Wayne sitting there.  George was usually right beside him, too. It was nice to see Justin
Drittler, deputy OEM coordinator, making HF contacts on the GOTA station. He is definitely a
potential new ham and there were several others.

| don’t know if we’ve ever made the front page of the local newspaper before, but John Evans and
Sonia Picado were featured in the Russellville Courier. There were also some nice pictures in the
Atkins Chronicle.  We put a good face on ham radio for the public.

The other aspect of Field Day is competition. Yes, some groups can go overboard, but | believe
any activity worth doing should be done reasonably well. I've seen groups show up with two rigs
and no power supply, no antennas for crucial bands, etc. Guest operators had trouble making
contacts because equipment was missing or inadequate. Did they have fun? I'm sure they did,
but they also had some frustration. Did they learn something? Let’'s hope so. No one can be
100% prepared — there are just too many details. ARVARF had a good idea what was needed and
was able to put out a good signal on all bands. Some field repairs were necessary, but were made
with competence.  Will we win the contest? Probably not, but we can be very proud of the
number of contacts we made, the number of bonus points we earned.

Balancing family fun, public information and recruiting, emergency preparedness, and competition
isn’t easy, but no one does it better than ARVARF.

The Amateur Radio Emergency Communications courses (Level |, Il and Ill) are available online at www.arrl.org/cce.

All ARES/RACES members should take these courses to better prepare themselves for operating in emergencies.
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Arkansas River Valley Amateur Radio Foundation
Monthly Club Meeting

Western Sizzlin’ Restaurant
June 20, 2006

There were 24 members present at the meeting.
Sonia read the May minutes.

Andy Ward (KD5QJQ) talked about the upcoming Field day on June 24" and 25™. Glenn
(N5KLE) volunteered to bring the charcoal and grill. Andy said that set up will start at 8:00 a.m.
Sergio (KE5CUY) said that Justin will bring the OEM van. He also told us about the letters to the
officials and letters to the newspaper. Glenn will purchase some %" polyester rope. John will bring
two computers while Glenn will bring the monitors. The club voted that the computers will only
use the CT program to log all the QSOs. Our section will be 2A in Arkansas.

Sergio talked about the future project of the club. There will be more discussion about it
after the Field Day.

Charles (K5NRC) told us that there was a bad storm up at Nebo that messed up our
repeater’s power supply. He did get the new power supply up and running. Everything is
operational but working at reduced power.

Dennis (W5RZ) told us that the OEM’s van wiring inside was horrible. He made a
suggestion that we should volunteer to help rewire the interior. Not only will it help us have a little
experience with rewiring, but it will also help our relationship with the OEM people and will put us
in a good light.

Aulton (N4AOWB) announced that he has now had to increase our newsletter to a total of 5
pages! This is wonderful news! Congratulations! There is a total of 78 email and 39-snail mail.

Glenn told us that he is painting the antenna tower. There will be more touch ups needed.

Wayne (N2WV) told us that Kid’s Day did not happen this month on account of scheduling
problems.

Sergio told us that there would be a discussion about the future FoxHunt at the next
meeting.

Sergio made a motion to adjourn. John seconded motion. Meeting adjourned.
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This is a new page, added just this month. | had to add a page to get the Minutes of the
Meeting included, but | had to add 2 pages to balance out, so that when printed on both sides |
would have a blank back page for addresses for those that are mailed.

There is now room for special projects, kit building, satellite news, VHF/UHF/SHF experiments,
or even some special designs of HF gain antennas. So, get your projects in to me with text, and
photos, either e-mail or on CD. | won't write your article for you, but I will edit it.

A few weeks ago | had to tie up the Cycles 23 and 24
Gladiolas to keep them from falling over |_ Cyrle 2310 Db s Cyrle 25 Predicled Declne s Gycls 24 Protiction
to the ground. | got the bamboo sticks in i

the garden dept. of Lowe's and right next
to them were the rolls of hook & loop ties.
The material has hooks on one side and
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felt on the other. It's re-usable and when smeothad

you remove it you can just put it back on i i
the roll. Works fine for tying up hanks of

co-ax.(and it leaves no residue) bl )
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Figure 1 — The path of Solar Cycle 23, and a prediction for Cycle 24 to come. We
should see improving conditions on the higher HF bands by the year 2009 or 2010,
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A quick mini-vise can be made using a
rubber band and a pair of long-nose pliers.
If the item you need to hold is bigger, you
can even use a pair of channel-lock pliers.
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BUILD YOUR OWN BALUN
You can build your own balun much cheaper
than a purchased one. The kit is about $10, the
PVC caps are about $2, and the hardware and
an SO-239 connector are about $3. Just
remember to wind the tape on the core BEFORE
you wind the wire on. Kit includes instructions.
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ARVARF meeting at Western Sizzlin'
Tuesday, July 18"
Regular meeting at 7:00.
Come at 6:00, if you want to eat.

ARVARF Net:

Every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. on 146.82
(except club meeting night)

Net Control Stations:
July -- W5RZ, Dennis Schaefer
Aug -- NAOWB, Aulton White
Sept -- N5KLE, Glenn Holmes
Oct -- WB5BHS, John Evans
ARVARF Board Meeting:

ARES/RACES Meeting:
July 25" at 7:00 p.m. at 911 Bldg.

ARVARF web page:
www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/
& www.arvarf.com (New)

Arkansas Section Web Domain:
www.arkansashams.org
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President Sergio Picado

Vice President Roger Sayer

Treasurer Glenn Holmes

Secretary Sonia Picado

Board Members Michael McAllister
Ben Hillis
Andy Ward
John Evans
Rich Bailey

Newsletter Sergio Picado

Roger Sayer
Sonia Picado
Aulton White

Sergio and Sonia will not be able to attend the July regular
meeting because they will be singing at the Peach Festival
in Clarksville.

David Davis, N5QCI, is quitting Amateur Radio, and has
given all of his equipment to Ben Hillis, W5HH, to sell for
him. There are several good radios and other accessories,
and Ben says they all look pretty well cared for. Here's a
chance to get some like-new equipment at a good price.
Ben lives in Atkins and his phone number is 479-641-2022.

The new Element 2 Technician class question pool went into
effect July 1* .There are 393 questions in the pool, down from
511 in the previous pool. The new pool is designed to present
the course in a more understandable and friendly fashion for
beginners, while maintaining emphasis on safety, rules and
operating procedures.

Wayne Van de Pol, N2WV, is preparing a shortened course
for the Technician Class.

| am trying to maintain an accurate current membership roster.
Please inform me of any changes in your address, phone
number and/or e-mail address at n4dowb@arrl.net or call me at
479-890-4504.

73, Aulton NAOWB (editor)
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