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Wayne Van de Pol, N2WV & John Evans,
WB5BHS present George Murphy, KC5BJN
with a 2-meter radio bought with donations
when we passed the hat at the March meeting.

����	�
���	��	
�����

�

Dick Koski, W5VUB, a  long-time member
of ARVARF, received a Letter  of
Recognition from ARRL for his 40 years as
an active  member of ARRL.  He's been a
ham for 43 years.
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The Very Strange Case of Mr. Lake

Last week a Mr. Eugene Lake from Russellville called me on the phone.  Mr. Lake said he had a serious radio
problem that he hasn’t been able to solve.  I did not know him but he was given my name and number by someone who
knows I’m the club president and therefore should know something about radios (ha!). “I’m getting strange noises and
interference in my SW radio” he said, “I’m not a ham but I used to be a radioman in the Navy.  I’m 88”.

At first I thought some of my friends were playing a practical joke on me.  Some of them are not above doing this.
But Mr. Lake, and his problem, turned out to be legitimate.  I asked him to put the phone by the radio to listen to the
transmission he was hearing.  The noises I heard were very strong and sounded like Morse code.  Unfortunately having
last experienced code during my last test a year ago I couldn’t make out exactly what was being transmitted.  It sounded
like a continuous transmission too.  Whoever was transmitting was not expecting an answer.  “Wow, that is strange”, I
thought.

“And to deepen the mystery”, he said, “I’m getting this transmission across the spectrum.  On the 20, 40, 80 m
and even on the AM band”.  Now I thought, “Boy, whoever is doing this is flooding the spectrum.  Probably a horrible
transmitter putting out multiple harmonics and he’s broadcasting on top of that!  All very illegal according to the FCC!”

I went to his house with my little SW radio receiver to sniff things out and tuned it to different frequencies.  Sure
enough, across the bands I was getting the same transmission he’s been getting.  Not only that but it was all over inside
his house, in every room, and even outside.  I thought “Not only is he getting bombarded by RF but so are his neighbors.
I wonder why they haven’t complained?”

“I need help”, he said,  “I haven’t been able to use my radio since this horrible interference started about 3 weeks
ago”.

“Three weeks ago?” I asked him,  “What happened three weeks ago?  Did you get anything that could transmit
RF? ”.

“No, I haven’t gotten anything new and nothing has changed” he said.
Well darn.  Since I’m running out of space I’ll continue it at the meeting.  I’ll bring a recording of the transmission

he was getting so our sharp club members can help me out.
Cheers & 73, Sergio KE5CUY
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ARVARF website set to launch again

   The re-launch of the ARVARF website is scheduled for Wednesday, May 17th.  The original website that debuted in
February was hosted by an online service which did not provide any technical support unless a monthly fee was paid
under contract.  The site encountered problems shortly after launch that we could not resolve on our own.
   Our goal all along was to build and host the website on a local server where we had full control and greater disk
storage space for files, pictures, and other content.  Our development schedule was effectively cut in half after the
lockout problems with the free hosting service.
   The new launch will provide information for hams and non-hams alike.  We expect the site to evolve every month or so
with new content added to keep it fresh.  The goal is to make it a website that is used frequently by everyone.  There will
also be hidden pages that only dues paying club members will see.  Non-club members will not be able to access those
pages.
   The website launch will be in the early morning hours of May 17th.  At that time anyone will be able to access the
website at www.arvarf.com    The first time you access the website it will take several seconds to view.  How long it
takes depends on your Internet connection speed so please be patient.
   There will be a registration process for club members who want to gain access to the hidden pages.  To register, click
on the registration link in the upper right hand corner of the home page.  Fill in all the required fields and then click on
the register button at the bottom of the page.  If you have an amateur radio callsign, please use it as your username.
   When we get your registration request, we will verify you are a current club member, validate you, and then send you
an email confirming your registration.  The next time you logon you will have unrestricted access to the entire website.
Registrants who are not club members will still get validated but will not have access to the hidden pages.
   The website is still based on the DotNetNuke platform and has several neat features.  ARRL news feeds, club
newsletters, current weather, and an events calendar are already on the website.  Coming soon will be forums, a virtual
hamfest, and many more features.
   If you have any suggestions of things you would like to see on our website please use the feedback feature to let us
know.  Feedback can also be used to let us know what you like or dislike about the site.  You can find feedback on the
News tab just below the newsletter archive.
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    We participated in the Health Dept. evacuation drill on April 25th. Members of Pope County ARES/RACES went to the
old Atkins high school gym and set up by the OEM communications van.  We used 2 meter FM and 75 meter SSB.   The
antenna for 75 meters was on the air for the first time. It was made of a special center insulator assembly that supported
two Hustler mobile antennas in a dipole configuration. It was boosted up 12 feet on a paint pole and mounted on an
umbrella stand.  The wind came up a little, so we sat a case of bottled water on the umbrella stand to keep it from falling
over.  I’ve always heard that antennas work better over water!  We were able to make contact with Morrilton, the other
location involved in the exercise, and worked several repeaters to exercise the equipment and antennas. We also made
contact with N5HXQ, Richard in Camden, AR  on 3987.5 MHz.

    Our next meeting will be May 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at the 911 building.  We had part 1 of training on traffic handling at the
March meeting and this will be the completion of that training.  Don’t worry if you missed the first part – I’ll do a review
before we go further.

    It has been decided by state ADEM that all RACES members must take some of the FEMA courses.  These are self-
study courses or can be done in a classroom setting. If you want to get a head start on these, look at
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp   Start with IS-100 and then IS-200.  Other courses may be recommended,
but these are the basics.  They are supposed to be easy and quick, so it shouldn’t be too much of a burden.
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It was a cold and rainy
evening as we huddled
under the Pope County
OEM communications van's
canopy.



�����������	� ������

President Sergio Picado KE5CUY
Vice President Roger Sayer AC5YG
Treasurer Glenn Holmes N5KLE
Secretary Sonia Picado KE5EIW
Board Members Michael McAllister KE5EIY

Ben Hillis W5HH
Andy Ward KD5QJQ
John Evans WB5BHS
Rich Bailey KE5AQH

Newsletter Sergio Picado KE5CUY
Roger Sayer AC5YG
Sonia Picado KE5EIW
Aulton White N4OWB
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Editor
Aulton White, N4OWB

n4owb@arrl.net
Columnists

Sergio Picado, KE5CUY
Roger Sayer, AC5YG

Sonia Picado, KE5EIW
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ARVARF meeting at Western Sizzlin'
     Tuesday, May  16th

.    Regular meeting at 7:00.
     Come at 6:00, if you want to eat.

ARVARF Net:
Every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. on 146.82
(except club meeting night)

Net Control Stations:

     May - W5HH, Ben Hillis

ARVARF Board Meeting:

ARES/RACES Meeting:
May 23rd , 7 p.m. at the 911 Bldg.

ARVARF web page:  www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/
   &   www.arvarf.com

Arkansas Section Web Domain:
 www.arkansashams.org
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  How do you determine Amp-Hr rating when all you
   know is CCA's?
    a) rule-of-thunb, divide CCA's by 6
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I am trying to maintain an accurate current membership roster.
Please inform me of any changes in your address, phone
number and/or e-mail address at n4owb@arrl.net or call me at
479-890-4504.
73, Aulton N4OWB (editor)
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Graduates & Honorary Club Members:

Walter Morris     KE5HQV--Passed test at Hamfest
Wes Higginson   KE5HQW--Passed test at Hamfest
William Teeter    KE5IEI
Danny White      KE5IEJ
Milton Cowlling   KE5IEK
Joseph Young    KE5IEL
Charlie Falwell   KE5IEM
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The Minutes of the April meeting will not be published this
month, but will be read at the next club meeting.

                                                      --Ed


