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   In the thirty-seven plus years that I have been a ham, I did a first on Sunday, January the 8th.
Really! I had a blast.  I was assisted by ARVARF members Sonia Picado KE5EIW, Mike
McAllister KE5EIY, Steve Felkner KE5EBC and our new President, Sergio Picado KE5CUY.  We
did the first of two ARRL Kid's Day Events for this year. We set up two stations at the Spadra
Marina in Clarksville. The first station was set up on 20-meters and another station was set up on
2 meters.

We hosted 7 eager Cub Scouts from Pack 76 Wolf Den 1 and Webelos I Den 1, and two of their
leaders from Clarksville.  We had 5 parents there as well.

The 20-meter station was not too successful. The band was very noisy and we were only able to
make 2 solid contacts around the Washington DC area. The 2-meter station saved the day. The
Cubs made several contacts around the state of Arkansas.

I told them I was once a Cub Scout and had made a crystal radio which started my interest in
getting my license. To help spark their interest, I gave them a brief demonstration on how to build
a simple crystal radio.  Who knows?  Maybe one or more of them may go on to get their
license just as I did.  We all had a lot of fun during the 2 hours we operated.

The next ARRL Kid's Day is June 17, 2006.

Thanks to the Cub Scouts and the support of their leaders and parents, and thanks to the
ARVARF members who assisted in making this outing a success.
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Welcome to 2006.  As the new club president I am honored (and a bit surprised) to be chosen.
After the initial shock wore off I realized that this was a perfect opportunity to give back to the
wonderful people I have met in the club.  I am delighted to be given this chance and trust.  Since
I’ve been licensed only a little more than a year I am still learning the ins and outs of what it takes
to be radio operator, but the learning process has been fun and the people great.

We’ve got many activities planned out for this year including licensing classes, fox hunts and of
course our Hamfest and Field Day.  As a radio club we’re as good as the individuals that put the
time and effort into it.  Most organizations such as ours have 20% of the people doing 80% of the
work.  I would like to change that percentage with our club.  Therefore I ask each one of you to see
what you personally are doing now to add to the club and its activities.  Do you have ideas or
activities that you would like us to do?  Speakers to invite?  Classes that the members would find
interesting?  We want club members but, more importantly, we want ACTIVE club members.  I am
open to all suggestions on how we can achieve this and make this year a memorable one for our
club.

Please feel free to contact me at any time.  My phone number is (479) 293-3129 and e-mail is
ke5cuy@arrl.net.
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We will have our first ARES/RACES meeting of the year on January 24th  at 7:00 p.m.   The meeting will be held at
Pope County 911.    Everyone is welcome, and you don't have to be a member of anything to come.   The first meeting
will mainly be an explanation of what ARES and RACES does.  If you don't know if this is something you want to do,
come to the first meeting and then decide how involved you want to be.    Everyone can make a contribution, but no
one will be pressured to participate.   Public service helps us keep our ham privileges, and is also enjoyable.
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     I have received a Construction Permit from the Frequency Coordinator, Robert King,W5LVB, of the Arkansas
Repeater Council,Inc. for a 1.25 m (220 MHz) repeater.  (Output freq. 224.700 MHz, Input freq. 223.100 MHz, Max
pwr. 70w, Ant Ht. 35 ft.) I will post a copy of the letter around February.
     I will be trying out various equipment and antennas for about a year after I get the repeater on the air.  The
repeater will be hooked to EchoLink or some form of internet connection.  I hope this will not be a bad thing and will
be helpful.
     I also hope to have some sort of 1.25 meter packet setup by the end of 2006 and anything else I can think of in
the future to promote interest in this band.  The band has both the characteristics of 2 meters (distance) and UHF
(penetrating of building walls, etc.).  From what I have been hearing, the lower portion of the band from 220 to 222
mhz may be returned back to the amateur radio service in the future, due to lack of activity.
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President Sergio Picado KE5CUY
Vice President Roger Sayer AC5YG
Treasurer Glenn Holmes N5KLE
Secretary Sonia Picado KE5EIW
Board Members Michael McAllister KE5EIY

Ben Hillis W5HH
Andy Ward KD5QJQ
John Evans WB5BHS
Rich Bailey KE5AQH

Newsletter Sergio Picado KE5CUY
Roger Sayer AC5YG
Sonia Picado KE5EIW
Aulton White N4OWB
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Editor
Aulton White, N4OWB

Columnists
Sergio Picado, KE5CUY

Roger Sayer, AC5YG
Sonia Picado, KE5EIW
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ARVARF meeting at Western Sizzlin'
Tuesday, January 17th

.    Regular meeting at 7:00.
     Come at 6:00, if you want to eat.

ARVARF Net:
Every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. on 146.82
(except club meeting night)

Net Control Stations:
    January - KE5EIW, Sonia Picado

ARVARF Board Meeting:

ARES/RACES Meeting:
    January 24th , 7:00 p.m.
    Pope County 911 Bldg.

ARVARF web page:
www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/

Arkansas Section Web Domain:
 www.arkansashams.org
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  Fun was had by all who attended the 'Dirty Santa' Christmas
party at Ryans Steakhouse.  Andy took the donated toys to
Toys for Tots, who were very appreciative.  They hadn't
received enough toys to meet the need, and were considering
purchasing toys.

ARVARF BOARD MEETING

The new ARVARF Board of Directors met at Ryans
Steakhouse on Saturday morning, January 7th .  It was
decided that Board meetings would be called on an
"as-needed" basis for the remainder of the year.
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A Technician Class Course is scheduled to begin on
Feb. 2nd , 2006, at the ATU Ross Pendergraft Library,
Room 300 south, if we get enough applicants.  Wayne
Van de Pol will teach the course, assisted by several
members of ARVARF. Registration is $10, and the
"Now You're Talking" textbook is $19.95.
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Q.  How does Voltage and Current change as power is
increased?

A.   By the Square Root of the ratio of the two power levels. e.g.,
100W to 500W yields 158VAC & 3.16A
     vs. 70.7VAC & 1.141A   at 100W.
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"Don't ever promise more than you can deliver, but always
deliver more than you promise."--Football coach Lou Holtz
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