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June is here. That means summer is just around the corner. School is out. Baseball is in full swing, and many
of us are planning summer vacations.
Plans are under way for field day, June 25th. You will find details throughout this newsletter. I Look forward to
seeing you on Nebo the 25th. Phil and I will be back from Colorado.
Thanks Aulton, N4OWB for taking over the duties for putting out the newsletter.
Monthly Board Meetings are in full swing and a great deal of business is being taken care of behind the
scenes. Thanks to those board members and officers who are faithful to attend these meetings. The next
meeting will be July 5th at 6:30p.m.
Remember the Tuesday night net and thanks to all who participate. Glenn Holmes, N5KLE will be net control
for the month of June.  Hope to see you at Western Sizzelin’ June 21st for our monthly meeting.
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Are you looking for a fun day out?  ARVARF is looking for people who want to have real fun.  We are going to
have our annual ARRL Field Day this June 25th and 26th, on top of Mt. Nebo. We will be setting up just past
the Visitor©s Center, near Sunset Point. Help set up and come to operate. Bring your family and friends to
enjoy these two days of fun and excitement.
We are looking for operators who never worked Field Day before and newly licensed operators, too.
 NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!!  Who cares if you make mistakes? We all do. Even the best of us make
them. Who cares how many points we get?  We are not after the "big guys", anyway. Just come to be willing
and able operators and helpers, out to have some real fun. After all, isn©t that what amateur radio is all about,
anyway?
Let©s show the general public about our club and, foremost, the capabilities of amateur radio in time of
emergencies, and how they can depend on us on being there.  Let©s demonstrate our dedication to our great
and wonderful hobby, amateur radio and how they too can be a part of it, if they choose.
Come, be a part of a "real" ARRL Field Day event this year.
Hope to see you up there. IF NOT, shame on you.  You©ll be missing out on all the fun.
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You may have heard that there are two Field Day efforts locally this year, and you may wonder what is going on.

    The Colony Mountain Contest Club (CMCC) is a group of local hams who went together and bought an old AT&T
microwave tower NW of Dover.  We call it the Big Arkansas Tower, or BAT.   All of the local club members are
active ARVARF members.  The CMCC was invited to take part in the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) HF
Contest this year as part of the ARRL Headquarters station, W1AW.   The IARU contest is a worldwide contest, and
includes a competition between the Hq stations of membership societies, such as ARRL for the U.S. (W1AW),
DARC  for Germany, JARL for Japan, etc.

    Because of the bulletin and code practice commitment of the “real” W1AW station in Connecticut, ARRL picks
one group each year to run W1AW in the contest.  Last year, it was Colorado, and in 2002 it was a group of Texans.
This contest is unique in that all transmitters in a Hq entry do not have to be in the same location.    In 2005, all CW
will be handled at the K5GO station near Harrison.   20 meter SSB will be at K5UZ in Batesville,  75 and 15 meter
SSB will be at W5ZN in Judsonia and possibly another station in Fort Smith, and 40 meter SSB will be at K5EJ in
Batesville.    10 meter SSB will be handled by the CMCC at our site.

    Needless to say, representing the USA against the rest of the world and being trusted with the W1AW callsign is
a “once in a lifetime” opportunity and we must do well.  After all, do we want the USA to get beat by the French?
10 meters in the summer near a sunspot minimum is especially challenging.  To be included in this group, we
agreed to run full legal power and put up multiple antennas.   We will have several beam antennas at different
heights and pointing different directions.   We only found out a short time ago that we would be doing this and
preparation time is going quickly.   Since Field Day is only two weeks before the IARU contest, we knew we would
have to spend at least several hours at the BAT to test the antennas.    Also, it might be necessary to do some
antenna work that weekend.    Because of this, one of the CMCC members suggested that it might be better to just
have a FD operation at the BAT this year.    After some discussion, we agreed that it was probably necessary,  even
though we understood that ARVARF might or might not want to operate FD from that location.

    At the April ARVARF meeting, I announced what we would be doing and invited ARVARF to join us for  Field
Day.   However, there are several who believe that FD should always be in a public place.   There is a lot of merit to
this idea, as public exposure is one of the prime purposes of Field Day.  The BAT site is very remote.    At the May
meeting, it was voted to have the “official” ARVARF Field Day at Mt. Nebo state park.

    We certainly don’t want to hurt the ARVARF Field Day, but anyone is welcome to visit the BAT site and operate
with us.   Some may want to participate from both sites.    We will be using the K5BAT club callsign and will possibly
have another operation using an individual’s call.  ARVARF will use K5PXP on Mt. Nebo.  The ARVARF effort
seems to be coming together well and I encourage you to support it.   You will see some of my equipment there
even though I can’t be there.  You can’t have more fun in ham radio than at Field Day.

We will have fun in 2005 but I’m already looking forward to 2006 when we can all get together in a nice park and put
all our resources toward having good fun and fellowship, winning our class and recruiting lots of new hams for the
next licensing class!
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The watermark on page 1 is a view of our Field-Day site.  It’s about 2 acres of mowed grass, with trees.
We’ll have 4 screen shelters, 3 HF Transceivers and a 2-meter all-mode Transceiver.  One of the HF rigs
will be the GOTA (Get On The Air) station with a licensed control operator.  Anyone can talk on this
radio, licensed or not.  So, you Techs get out there and try out HF communications.  Bring your friends
and family, and invite your neighbors and co-workers to visit the site.  The contest begins at 12 noon
central time Saturday and ends at 12 noon central time Sunday.  Bring your lawn chairs and picnic lunch,
and make an outing of it.
When was the first National Field-Day held?                                                                               ---Ed
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ARVARF meeting at Western Sizzlin:
Tuesday, June 21
7:00 p.m. Those who want to eat,
come at 6:00.

ARVARF Net:
Every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. on
146.82 (except club meeting night)

Net Control Stations:
June—Glenn Holmes N5KLE
July—Aulton White N4OWB

ARVARF Board Meeting:
Tuesday, July 5
6:30 p.m. Loretta Morgan's Home
13337 W Highway 155, Dardanelle

ARES/RACES Meeting:

ARVARF web page:
www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/

Arkansas Section Web Domain:
 www.arkansashams.org
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This is my first attempt at doing the newsletter, since Jimmy
Poole found that he didn’ t have the time to devote to it.
Thanks to Jimmy for the excellent standard and format that he
set for such a really good-looking newsletter.  I will attempt to
maintain that standard, and keep the newsletter going, with
Jimmy’s help.  I hope he doesn’ t get tired of answering my
questions.     Suggestions, articles and photos are welcome.

Aulton White, N4OWB

Loretta Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.. Melissa
Schaefer made a motion that the minutes be accepted as
passed out prior to the meeting. Clarence Hesselrode seconded
the motion and motion passed. A lengthy discussion was had on
the 146.82 repeater. Steve Felkner identified the problem that
contact could not be made using the repeater from Clarksville or
Lamar. A motion was made to purchase a new controller for the
repeater and motion passed. Steve Green offered the use of his
tower on Crow Mountain as the new  repeater site. A motion was
made to try the new location on a trial basis and motion passed.
The possibility of having a new work day scheduled for the
packet repeater site was discussed, but there was no resolution.
Dennis Schaefer made the comment that he is obligated to have
field day from his tower in Pope County. The club was welcome
to use his site also and join him for 24 hours of fun but the club
voted to instead have field day from Mt. Nebo. Wayne Van de
Pol offered to act as field day chairman. Butch Tatum offered to
coordinate use of the site with the park superintendent. A motion
was made to allocate $200 towards field day expenses. Motion
passed. A request was made for someone to assume the
responsibility of newsletter editor. There were no takers and the
consensus was that posting the minutes on the web, or possibly
emailing them would be adequate. Melissa Schaefer made a
motion that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded
and approved with great enthusiasm.
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