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Endnotes AND Digressions: 

1. Would you like to see Khris Soden in full historical geek-
out? He’s giving a free lecture and slideshow on the history 
of the Pearl and River Districts (featuring his drawings, plus 
photos and maps) on Friday (Jan. 28) at 7 p.m. in Swigert 
Commons at PNCA (1241 NW Johnson St., Portland; 

503-226-4391). “It’s as close to a live-action ‘City of Roses’ 
comic as we’re going to get,” he promises. 

2. Want to see what all the hype’s about? You can 
read several “City of Roses” comics for yourself at 
www.KhrisSoden.com. I really hope the strip finds a 
new home, and soon.
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The Date: Friday, Jan. 21. The interviewee: 
“City of Roses” cartoonist Khris Soden, 29.

You may not 

know this, but 

“CulturePulp” isn’t 

the only nonfiction 

comic produced in 

Portland!

No, I work eternally 

in the shadow of 

Mr. Khris Soden, 

who draws 

“City of Roses” -

Or the 

first.

Or the 

best-drawn.

(Or the only 

one with 

footnotes.) Hi.

- a comic strip 

dramatizing 

real events 

in Portland 

history!

Soden’s 

strip is 

hard to 

find. 

It appeared in the 

very back of The 
Organ - an art-crit 

broadsheet that put 

out its final issue 

this winter.

There’s about 

20-30 hours of 

research and 

18-20 hours of 

drawing in each 

episode. 

I can 

imagine.
My gateway 

drug was 

Eugene 

Snyder’s 

book “Early 
Portland: 
Stumptown 

Triumphant.”

Okay, but 

how’d you go 

from that to 

doing 

a COMIC?

Chester Brown 
did studies of 

Jesus’ life in 

comic-book form, 

taken directly 

from the Gospels 

- and it really 

humanized these 

mythic figures.

When we talk about

Francis Pettygrove 

or Asa Lovejoy, 

they’re almost 

iconic at this point. 

You don’t think of 

them as having 

day-to-day lives!

Have history 

nuts nitpicked 

the details of 

your comic?

No! Maybe if I 

had a larger 

audience….

Say I’m drawing the 

interior of a dry-

goods store: I have to 

research what sort of 

stuff they’d be stocking 

on the shelves!

And I have to know 

which building 

goes where - so 

at home, I have 

re-created maps.

You’ve only 

lived here 

five years. 

How’d you get 

so obsessed 

with Portland 

history?

I really 

wanted to know 

the city - and 

the easiest way 

to do that is to 

know how the city 

happened.

For my money, 

“City of Roses” 

was the coolest 

thing in it:

literate, eccentric, 

well-researched 

and handsomely 

drawn!

“Soden’s topics have included John 
Couch’s arrival in Oregon City …”

Thanks.
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“Bloody sailor riots …” “The temperance 

movement…”

The origin of Portland’s 

“Stumptown” nickname …

… and the 19th-century 

Oregonian!

So 

what’s 

next?

I’m doing a full-length 

comic called “City of 
Roses: God’s Madman.”

It’s about Hall 
Jackson Kelley - this 

guy who traveled to 

Fort Vancouver pretty 

much alone in the 1830s. 

He was wracked by fever 

and wandered around what’s 

now St. Johns - talking 

about how he was going to 

build his own city there.

It’s stuff like that that 

just fascinates me!


