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— and nearly 20 other, better cartoonists — to watch a

o n Monday, Jan. 31, 2011, the Portland Opera invited me
dress rehearsal of Puccini's “Turandot.”

Before the show, the Opera offered us complimentary food

and wine at Morton's. Then they gave us a backstage tour at

the Keller Auditorium. And then — during the show's dress
.—{ rehearsal — we were asked to draw whatever we wanted.

. | drew this “live comics adaptation” during the performance
- mostly from my theater seat. All the pictures were speed-
sketched in a spiral-bound sketchbook during the show. This
comic book was assembled the next day from the drawings.

Thanks to the Portland Opera for letting me participate in yet
another of their mad collisions of pulp and classical art. If you
visit www.PortlandOpera.org, you'll find dozens of sketches
from the other artists — some of Portland’s finest cartoonists -
all of them reacting in completely different ways to what was
happening onstage.

And, once again, thank you to all the performing artists who
let us scribble while they worked.

MIKE RUSSELL
www.CulturePulp.com

RE: THE AUTHOR > |

MIKE RUSSELL is a writer and
cartoonist living in Portland, Oregon.
You can find most of his stuff online

at www.CulturePulp.com.

This is his fourth “live comics
adaptation” of a Portland Opera
production. The first was
“Rigoletto” in May 2009.
The second was “The Barber
of Seville" in May 2010.
The third was “Pagliacci”
in September 2010.
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Absurdly handsome
conductor Leonardo
Vordoni gives notes to

the orchestra

and then it's

/ W/ﬁ time for

Welcome to Peking. Wanna marry
Princess Turandot? You have to answer
three riddles. Get one wrong? You DIE

Into this screwy town wanders a royal
family on the run - exiled old King Timur,
lonely slave-girl Liu, and a lusty prince




The chorus: not a fan of all this
courtship-related capital punishment

A failed Princess Turandot
suitor gets the axe.
The way it's staged is kind of hawt

WE REALLY
QUGHT T0
LEAVE

For the fugitive prince, the threat of
execution is apparently an aphrodisiac

o T BANG THE Gong, [p17T.
THE g |ppLES ARE HARD, IDIoT-

{

The local ministers tell the prince
that pursuing Turandot is really
just an astoundingly stupid idea
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The prince’s own family tells him
that pursuing Turandot is really
just an astoundingly stupid idea
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BUT THE DUDE WILL NOT BE SWAYED

And so the prince enters the world's
worst dating game, and lo, he poses for
Turandot's gallery of dead suitors, which
he may soon join, and now it's time for
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The ministers are at work, The ministers have color-coordinated
covering all their bases suits, typing paper, and booze

The ministers pull down their banner,
revealing the chorus.
TIME FOR THE GAMESHOW

The ministers sing
of many things




Enter the old Emperor.
AND YES PRINCE WE GET IT
YOU'RE READY FOR THE TEST
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Princess Turandot shows up
and dishes some backstory:
This whole game is payback, basically
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| have never seen a character
ignore this many warnings that
he is about to get himself killed
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THE PRINCE JUST STRAIGHT-UP
ACES THE QUIZ (spoiler)
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Awpy LIKE A SLVE-GIRL.

Turandot is such a sore loser,
the prince finally says, ""Guess my name
by morning, and I'll go ahead and die"”

LONG LIVE

MAN THIS VICTORY SUCKS
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No one sleeps in Peking, by royal decree.




TIME FOR THE HIT SINGLE

The ministers show up in
color-coordinated pajamas to try and
talk the prince out of town one last time

Failing that, Turandot tells the ministers
to torture slave-girl Liu
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but at this point no one's feeling good
about any of this




And now everyone is sad and scared of ghosts and feeling kind of terrible. OPERA.
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OH AND BY THE WAY

YOU WIN, JERK

LONG LIVE THE EMPEROR YAY
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