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No more best-kept secret

When | brstwent to Swanwick three yearsago, | was amazed.You see, I@ expected
to go along and sit at the back, taking notesand writing reportsfor The Baptist Times
about very dry things. 1@ even expectedthe annual conferenceto be a massmeeting
of grumpy old men, who knew that things were better in their day. And 1@ expected
everything to be downbeat, downcast and more Ghou shalt not than @et®do something
for the Lord@OHowever, | came away from that weekend a member of the Movement
and converted to its causesWhat went wrong?!

Seweral things: the warm welcome that | received Bfrom a lot of committed menwho
were determinedto live out the Gospel. Learningof initiati veslike Operative Agri and
Tools With a Mission (among others, one hastensto add) and hearing of work going
on around the world as a result of men bt to ser@ was a real e opener

The Union@® best-keptsecretis an unfortunate way of describingthe BMM, and that®
somethingthat | want to change. World Outlook has had the sad duty to report on
seweral men® groups folding in latter days: | want to see us report on new groups
opening. My motiveisulterior: asanew Christian, in S George®Place Baptist Church,
Canterbury the fellowsh|p© men were willing to disciple me. | owe my coming to
faith to my Boys@rigadeofbcersand youth group leaders,and my encouragementas
ateenagerto Stanley Blunden, a BMM enthusiastwho talked to me every week and
persuaded me to come to the monthly men®prayer breakfast. | relished the experience
of being with older (and wiser) Christianswho cared and for the challenging speaker
they booked. And they, in turn, nurtured and encouraged me.

Soover the coming editions, youOllread of new ideas to help revitalise your men®
groups. Hopefully they will inspire and encourage. In so doing, it is my prayer that
your church® ministry to men will grow and we can startto reverse the appalling
decline in UK church attendance.

In all things, let us preat the Gospel. Only, and if necessaryuse words.

Phil Creighton
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OETERANR

It is with sadnessthat we have to report the death of Peter
Grant, the Movement®Independent Examinerfor the past15
or so years.The lifelong bachelor was found dead in bed by
friends from Rayleigh BaptistChurch in May. The postmortem
examination shoved that he had died from a heart attag.

Peterwas brstappointed asthe Movement®Auditor in 1991 in
successionto Alfred Grimwade of Bromley. The brstaccounts
audited by Peter were for the Pnancial year 1990-91 which
were received at the AGM in Swanwick in March 1992. He
wasqualibed asa Chartered Accountant (FCA) and, at that time,
Peter Grant was working for a brm of Chartered Accountants in Aldgate

(London).He very kindly agreedto look at the accountsfor the
Movement and itsAuxiliaries in his spare time.

He lived alone in a bungalow in Rayleigh, Essex,and was a member of the town®
Baptistchurch. Prior to his appointment as Auditor he had had no contact with the
Movement B Rygleigh does not have a Men® Fellowship.

Peter @etiredOn 1996, | think, and took on several small bnancial ofbcer appointments
aswell asindividual accountancy work with friendswho needed help with tax returns.
He brstcame to the BMM Conferenceat Swanwick in 1999 and attended each year
since, including this most recent conference. Although he attended eight Swanwick
conferences, most delegates cannot remember him because, being shy, he tended only
to sit with or speak to those he knew from handling the books.

He had a heart attack in December 2000 and had to stay in hospital over that
Christmas. However he still managed to check all the Movement®books (including all
the Auxiliaries) in time for the accountsto be published at the AGM in March 2001. That
was the last occasion when he acted as Independent Examiner for Operation Agri
(the job title changedfrom Auditor to Independent Examinerafter the passingof the
CharitiesAct 1993) becausethe annual income and expenditure exceeded£250,000
and the Act required Charities with that size income to have their accounts audited
by a brm of professional tarity auditors.

He wasin _poor health through last autumn and winter; he seemedto have one bout
of winter ORwafter another. When he died he still had to Pnalisethe TWAM accounts
for 2004/5, since there had been some matters about which he was not clear and
explanations had only just been gven.

He wascremated at Southend Crematorium on Monday, lune 5. Thiswasfollowed by a
serviceof thanksgving at Rayleigh BaptistChurch. We thank God for our brother, and
look forward to meeting with him again. Michael Putnam

-EMAOES ORNWKIC i
Here we are in luly Bthat cold weekend in March seemsso long ago, doesn@it?
Although the weather waswintry, the weekend was anything but cold: and in a packed
programme, we learnt haw to be bt for service in the 21st century

Incoming Presidentjohn Moore introduce a variety of guestswho spokeon arangeof
topics basedaround the theme Fit For Service:from Dr Trevor Stammersgetting usto
exercise from our seatsto the RevdBill Longley challenging us to exercise a ministry

’ for healing, there was plenty to get stuk in to. ‘

Accounts of some of the main sessiondollow in the annual Swanwick Times section,
but itGworth nothing a few things. The Hayes Conference Centre hasbeen undergoing
some redevelopment work over the past couple of years: its new hall has bnally
opened and we met in it for the prsttime. Spaciousand with comfortable chairs,
this is an improvement. However, despitethe bestefforts of Gilbert Payne and Geoff
Pratt from Abingdon, the sound systemproved to be a work in progress.Things can
only get better

Guestsincluded, asever, Hugh Caroll from the Knightsof StColumbia, and a couple
of ministerial students.Se\eral joined during the weekend: giving the membership
roll a welcome shot in the arm.

However, there are changesafoot too. Clifford Challinor, after 17 yearsloyal service
to the Movement, stepped down from his duties. During the weekend, he was
presentedwith a thanksoffering and a signedBible, and his wife Ann waspresented
with a marvellous bouquet. To Clifford, with our thanks: please continue to pray for
him and Ann as he continues to recover. Bryan Orchard becomesthe new national
secretary

It wasalso with sadnesshat we learnt of the departure of Colin Stutton astreasurer
His post remains unblled and Michael Putnam, chairman of the F & GP committee,
continues to standin. If any of you know of someonewho is btto sere in this post,
then please get in toud.

Finally, Bruce Hardy managed a double standing down: as president of your Movement
and editor of this journal. No doubt once you®e reach the back page of this issue,
youOll be regretting his decision!

,OOKING AHEAD TO 3
Of course, looking back is all very well, but time waits for no man. Which meansit@
time to book the date for next year®Conference now: March 18-20, 2006, again in
The Hayes.

Russell Ashley-Smith, who will become Presidentat Swanwick next year writes to
inform of his plans for next year® Conference b BMM®0th Anniversary!

CCatalysts for Change is the slogan used on current BMM
publicity and it will be the title of our 2007 conference at
Swanwick. We are called to be salt and light, both catalystsin
their own way. Although many of us aren®asyoung aswe used
to be(!),God still hasarole for us.How and whereis God calling
you and me to sene as catalysts?

Our main speakerwill be the Revd Dr Paul Jinadu, a personal
friend of mine and a regular speakerat Christian conferencesin
UK and overseas.Paul, a converted Muslim, is general overseer
of the New Covenant Church which has congregationsin 18
countries including 50 in UK and 400 in Nigeria. The church®
outreach in Africaincludes schoolsand feeding programmes. He Paul Jinadu

is a former president of the African and Caribbean Evangelical — the main speaker
Alliance. booked for next

\ Paul will be supportedby the RevdDr Kate Coleman, president years Swanwick ‘
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’ of the BaptistUnion of Great Britain, Andy Matheson, international director of Oasis ‘
International, and the Revd Simon Hudson, pastor of my home church in Streatham,
South London.

Next year® conference will also be the 90th anniversary of the founding of the
Movement. We hope to mark this suitably though we have asyet not succeededin
Pnding a man who was presentat the brstconference! If you have any ideas as to
how we might celebrate this anniversarypleaselet me know (write to me c/o of the
editor).

Expectmore news on the special 90th conferencein the nextissueband encourage
friends to come along and enjoy a special weekend of fellowship, teaching and
celebration.O

'T THE ISSEMB

BMM and its auxiliaries were
present at the Baptist Assembly
in Brighton — although no BMM
seminar this year, stands were
hired in the exhibition areas:
one each for TWAM, Agri,
Missionaries Literature Associa-
tion and BMM. The picture
shows the president, John
Moore (pictured right), and
Arthur Pallett from Stoke on
Trent holding up the world on
the BMM stand. New members
were brought on board during
the Assembly, and professional
publicity materials were used. By-the-by, contact Bryan Orchard, the national secretary,
if you need some publicity materials for your church.

OICTURECPIERF

Bruce Hardy repre-
sented the Movement
at the annual men’s
dinner at Park Road
Baptist Church in
Bromley towards the
end of February. He
spoke on the theme
‘My testi-mony to
God: faith-fulness’
— apt perhaps for his
last offticial presidential
engage-ment before
handing over to John
Moore of Leicester at

\ Wanvvlck in March. As you can see from the picture, he had a rapt audience.
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SAMILY FUNOSNOR N
The ThamesValley Baptist Men@Movement held a churchesGellowship day in Windsor
on May 20. Families gatheredat the History on Wheels Museum for a greatday, even
though the weather was shavery.

30 W ISANKET o .
Well, that®up to you! What@happeningwith your men®group?Has anyone reached
any signibcant milestones?World Outlook wantsto know! Please contact uswith your
summereventsin good time for the October edition Bcopy deadline is August15 (no
summer holidays for some of us) and the address is on page 3.

#LIOFED #HALLINOR n A "-- MAN WHO NEEDS N

Thank you — At Swanwick outgoing secretary Clifford Challinor was presented with a
special Bible and a thanks offering as he stood down from his post. Left to right: Michael
Putnam, John Bennett, Clifford Challinor, Ann Challinor and John Moore

Clifford Challinor is a man who needs no introduction! When appointed BMM
Secretaryin 1989 the question was OWhoais he?dn that time he has sened us well
and he has come to know the men very well. It has been my privilege to have had
Cliff asSecretaryduring my yearsasChair of F&GPand now of BMM. He hasworked
harder than most of you will ever know and his knowledge of the Movement is
almost legendary His counsel is always wise and considered, in both spiritual and
BMM matters. He has preached the word faithfully not only in the pulpit but more
importantly, in his life.

| found the loss of Cliff as Secretary deeply moving, but a valued and gracious man has
sened the Movementand this is why we give thanksto God. His strokein September
Iast year came as a shod but he continues to progressalbeit slower than he would

b@élg the love of God and of BMM reaches out to you with grateful thanks for glyypg g5gapd have been. God



Fit for service physically

The brstsessionon Saturdy morning was devoted to our physical health, and led by

Dr Trevor Stammers,senior tutor in general practice at StGeorge®
Hospital Medical School, London and known to many of us asthe

BT Doctor. Offie body, soul and spirit are linked to one another®
he said.

The session was packed with useful information and statisticsbmen
live, on average, for Pwe yearsless than women, coronary heart
diseaseleadsto 27 per cent of all male deathsand a third of men
over 65 have trouble urinating, but just 11 per cent have diagnosed
prostrate problems he told us.

Part of the problem stemsfrom our diet, Dr Stammersrevealed.
Trevor Stammers |t you are overweight, you should get your GP to refer you to a
dietician to seewhat you are eating. Overweight men also tend to be drinkers: the safe
limit is 21 units a week, but it® ) easyto exceed this. Okan well understandwhy some
Christiansabstainthe said, Olgheen very difbcult to abstainfrom alcohol asthe social
pressure is enormou®)

Smoking is also a common health problem. Noting that C H Spurgeonwas himself a
smoker, Dr Stammersadvised, Othink it is unwise CHowever, regular exercise helps: it
increasesendurance and strength reducesthe risk of falling, osteoporosis diabetesand
heart disease.|t can also improve mental health, reducing the risk of dementia. O¥u
don®need to go to the gym to exercise Che said, before encouraging us to exercise in
the hall using the chairs as balances.

Dr Sammerswent on to talk about erectile difbculties, something that a bfth of men suffer
from by the age of 40, rising to almost half the male population ly the age of 70.

Reading 1 Corinithians 7:12-end, he urged us to honour God with our bodies and

Fit for service mternatlonallcy
The RevdAlan Pain, Director, BMS International Mission Centrein Birmingham, led the
; second Saturdy_morning session,Ft For Service Internationally.
e Looking at Peter®dream Otaunite young and old, men and women
- \ in the supernatual in the PentecostalOhe explalned that mission
began with an explosion of joy in the early Church.

. \
" 2‘ !‘ ] Referring to the average age and experience of hisaudience, he said,
‘ Y ow people have such greatexperience,but how are we known at
home?As men and women of great gace or moaners?0

He added that we needto tell people not what we have done, but
how they can live their dreams:open their eyesand tell them have

] ' they can sere God in places like Africa. OVé will just hope that
Alan Pain other people will say that we are a great encouager®

Mr Pain also encouragedus to pray and give to mission, and suggestedithing our will.

~ Stantvick

— Times 1 )

Geezers for Jesus
Led by the Revd Jonathan Sommerville

An entertaining afternoon session ¥ Jonathan and Simon Leivers

wasdevoted to getting men back into church. Mr Somerville believes
that we are currently in a time of change for men® ministry. OIfO
not easyto reactto revolution when you@e standingin the middle

of it.OReferringto the theory that there are three » stagesof history
(pre-modern,modern and post-modern)he said, OGeezerfor ksus
is aresponseto [post-modern] culture Blooking atthe thingsin that
culture that we can relate toO

At the moment, Geezersfor Jesusis a website (www.geezersforje
sus.co.uk)featuring a forum where men can post messagesabout jonathan
faith, life, carsand popular culture. Sofar, more than 100 menhave Sommerville
registered and there are more than 1,000 different topics.

Reminding us that our cultural landscapesdebnethe communities that we live in, he
urged usto take alook at the the type of (nachineGhat the church is: ®/omen outnumber
men 2:1 in most of our churchese reminded us. But, the sting is that by running the
sameold activities Owe@happy with our communities becauseit repels people whom
we don®want to attract.OMr Somerville continued, Olﬁere@a huge gap between the
culture of our churches and the culture others ke in.O

The solution that Mr Somerville suggestedwas a modern one, based around cultures
having greateraccessto information, technology and Pnance.This is partly due to the
Internet, which has created OborderlessommunitiesOThese communities tend to be
about relationships: Opeopleget together not becauseof church but becausethey can
play basketball at cwurchO he cited as an example.

Thesecommunities can also be trans-continental, basedaround people who may never
meeteach other, but still know each other due to their on-line presence This also causes
them to be self-selecting:a Mini-fanatic wouldn® try and make friends on a website
devoted to Kite-Rying. Likewise, these self-selecting sites create instant membership:

OHw long do you have to be in church before you are accepted?®e asked,adding that
if you@e on a six-month contract, you don®want to go to a church where it takesyou

six months to be accepted.

He added that in his experience, preaching and teaching is a real turn-off for men:
once a preacher hassatdown, no one getsa right to reply to the given sermon. He also
commented on our churches encoulging passvity.

However, one of the biggestchallengesfacing us as a Church today comes from the
attitude that young people have: OVé@e got a genemation of people who have grown up
with the message you don(Dhave to put up with rubbish if you don®want to.(The challenge
is how do we make our men®groups and hurches attactive to those people?

¥ During other sessionson Saturday, the Revd David Doonan, the then BMSWorld Mission
President,revealedthat his associationwith BMM goesback to 1959, where he became
a Spurs fan after being taken to a game as part of the London conference.

7
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The Saturday teatime seminar was given by Richard Meryon,
executive director of Christian Viewpoint for Men, who spoke on
the theme Oredtng men todayO.

Mr Meryon revealed that his church® mens activities attract about
40 people, yet the women® meetingsreach 160. OWl are men
so pathetic at evangellsm’?(De askedus. OVkéOa in a post-Christian
culture, so let®get real and recognise i©

A BBCScotlandsurwey of 50 men revealed that none had anything
positive to say about the Church: it®for wimps, women or irrelevant
were the common responsesiThe Pguresare depressingb0.6% of
UK men are in Church. And by 2032, it is estimatedthat the UK
church will have no men. Quoting Spurgeon,he challenged: o]=:
asif it all dependson God, actasif it all dependson you.CHe addedthat God hascalled
us to be ambassadors, but we hee to leave the embassy to be effectie.

Statisticsshow that it takespwve yearsfor a man to come to Christ: in those bwe years,
you have to be there for those people. Statisticsalso show that people need to hear the
Gospel 30 times before they will acceptit. But people need this becausethey need to
think about the Gospel: when Mr Meryon wason a Naval frigate, it took three miles for
the ship to turn around, it wasn@an instant process.ODortMe depressedf people don®
come to Christ the prst time they hear the Gospé) he reassured us.

Reseach published in a 2003 edition of Evangelicals Now revealed that, in a family, if
the man becomesa Christian, 93 per cent of families also came to Christ. If you lead a
child to Christ 3.5% of their families follow and if you lead a mother to Christ 17% of
their families follow. Ofie bestchurchesfor doing evangelismare Baptistchurchesband
| praiseGod for that. Butthere®somuch more to be done (he said, offering the Christian
Viewpoint for Men@ fourlevel strategy as a solution.

Level one is about befriending: offering activities that any man can go to, such ascurry
nights and football. Organisersmustfocus on inviting non-believers: Oy passionshould
beinfectious,(he said. At the end of the event guests must be given an invitation to alevel
two event Banything with a speaker such asan Alpha supperor a men®breakfast.Oall
people in advance that it@ a Christian talk. Men like testimony, you cannot challenge a
testimony.0Lewvel three events are seekercourses,such asAlpha et al. We shouldn®be
afraid at sending people along to such coursesat another church: @hereisno competition
in Kingdom business) he said.

Olyou run an eventChe added, Ogu have to know what it® purposeis. CEverything we
do should be for the benebt of the person wetrying to bring to Christ.

Level four of this approach is simply about having a good man-appealing church that
includes three really strong OWO elements:

WELCOME B  get men engaged socially before and after the service

WORSHIP B just some manly lymns and dhoruses!
WORD b full frontal teaching of the Word of God that tackles relevant topics.

Concluding, he said that men don®like church: they think it8like a beauty parlour. Ghey
know what®going on inside, but t they don®wantto go inside. We go like esusdid Bwe
must go where the Gentiles ared

\ ¥ You can Pnd out more about CVM on its website wwwcvmen.org.uk

Richard Meryon

- Swanwick  Times — 2

Fit for service: Reaching men for Christ today

The service of healm%

The RevdBill Longley, minister of Waterlooville BaptistChurch, led
a Saturdgy evening sessionon healing. He opened by ensuringthat
the focuswas on heavenly mattersrather than us: @tSall about ksus,
it® not about me.There®a Gospel impeative to healing® he said.

He wasalsokeento stresghat waysin which we can be healedare
through taking medicine, consulting the doctor and praying. Olglou
don®believe that God wantsto heal you, then taking tablets or going
to the doctor is blasphemy,Cne said. OVé have to realise that God
has many different delivery systemsfor healing Bsometimesthrough
tablets, sometimes medical intervention, sometimes miraculous Bill Longley
healing and sometimes sustained @yer.O

Healing is biblical, he stressedquoting ksusin Luke 9:2 OPredt the Gospel and heal
the sick.ONe pray for healing becauseksusdid (Matt 4:23), becausekrsuscommanded
his disciples to heal (Matt 10:8, Luke 9:1 and 10:9) and becauseit is a commission of
Fsus (Matt 28:20 and dhn 14:11).

The session focused on different aspects of healing: it takes place asa sign of the Kingdom
breaking into today® world.

Ghere® always a provisionality about the way in which we minister. Pray with [the
personwe@ askingto be healed] and askthat God® Spirit will blessthis person D put
your arms around themhe said. Longley basesthis around Acts 1:8 Byou will receive
power Bthat®&the power that God putsin you, he said. None of usare asfull of the Spirit
as we ought to be, he added.

The power and authority for healing comesfrom the Father. ksussaid that He doesonly
what the Father says and does (bhn 5:19/14:10) and the disciples also worked like this
(dhn 15:5: @part from me you can do nothingO).

The sessionended with the room praying for each other: holding hands, we prayed for
the person to the left and right of us. Mawy felt the Spirit move in the room.

Operation Agri Con%o launch

Saturday evenlng@eventsconcluded with the launch of the Operation Agri appeal Congo
Calling. The country is recovering from war and hunger, and this year®appeal will help
continue the charity® work there.

Congo (the Democratic Republic of Congo) isa country with great resourcesand potential.
Sadly ever since independencein 1960 it@ beenracked by war and corruption. But the
cry today is one of hope for the future, and hence the theme of Operation Agri® 2006
appealBCongo Calling. OA hasbeeninvolved in the Congo for over forty yearsbut just
three dewelopment projects are currently supported.

There is a pack available for £5, asin previous years,and it is packed with information
andideas,and therearethe usualleal3ets,video programmes(on cassetteor DVD), OHP
acetates, CD etc. For more details turn to page 20.
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Swanwick Times — 3

Sunday Morning service

Sunday morning at Swanwick can only meanone thing: the annual visit to Swanwick
Baptist Church, where morning worship is preceded by hymn singing and an organ
recital. John Bennett and David Garrod were the hostsfor this, although we were also
treated to the magical sound ofBill Longley’s guitar playing.

The actual servicewasled by the RevdRoy Searle,then presidentof the BaptistUnion
of Great Britain. He read a dramatisedversion of bhn 21:1-19, where Esustells the
disciples where to Psh and Bter to feed His lambs.

(Ghe bshermen were amazing for taking advice,(he said, telling usthat we need to be a
culture where doing ismore valued than being. usynessisdamaging relationshipsin
our societyCHe also criticised Westernculture®Osolutiorbasedwe can bxitCeulture:_
@rrant nonsense) he said. OIf we could Px it, weonldn®be seeing smaller group©

Without us having a DNA for mission, he added, we are dead: OV¢ will become a
museum and not a movementOTo back up his point, he quoted Bob Dylan: OUnless
we change we fossiliseQ

When Esustalked to Peter, he didn@®tell him how to do church. Instead,he asked:ODo
you love me?Qn Peter, Christsav someonewho loved Him more than anything else.
One of the problems that we face is that Owe V@ other things more than dsusO.

OSomgeople love the churches, the pews or the worship more than we love JEsus.
We can love our movementsmore than Jsus.The Bible says we will reap what we
sow,Che warned. Gssusbuilds his church with men and women who love him more
than anything else. One of the greatestcontributions you can give the church is to
love Christ more than you love anything else® he added.

Sunday communion
Peter Grange, regional minister for the EastMidlands Baptist Association, led the
communion service on Sundg afternoon.

JFsusgivesan invitation, he said. OE‘opIe down tools and follow
him,Che added. This is invitation to Ocomeand seeCSometimes,
we say OHangn aminute, the time isn®right yetGand sometimes
we respondto God®Bcall. The reasonfor this hesitation he said is
that Oleging everything is something we bnd ery difbcultO.

Citing the example of Levi, he said, Ohdeft being a spectatorand
became a participant in the whole business of ksus. If you®e been
at a sportsevent, youOlknow what the mindset of a spectatoris
like. You are always right, and always ready to have an opinion,
especially of the referee.

Olis much more difbcult to be a participant D but the reality is
that churcheshave far more spectatorsthan participants Bthosewho are ready to offer
criticism over getting their hands dirtyO

However, it is the spectatorswho are left behind the same.When you read Matthew®
Gospel, you seea successionof people who meet ksusand go away different. We
must leave behind being the same time and time again.

Mr Grange concluded by encouraging us to embrace the concept of being a willing
senant, so we might be of service to God.

Peter Grange
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Handover — Bruce Hardy passes on the presidency of the
Movement to John Moore

Collection — enough tools to fill TWAM’s van were donated
at Swanwick. They are currently being refurbished before
\ being sent across the world

Stwantwick Times — 4

Fit to serve — John Moore proves

Dressed-up — Russell Ashley-
Smith helps launch the annual
OA appeal Congo Calling

that he’s a good and faithful servant,
helping serve Sunday dinner to his
tablemates

Preaching — The Revd Ry Searle,then president of
the Baptist Union of Great Britain gave the address

during Sunday worship, drawing on his experiences
from the Northumbria Community

Conducting — As ever,
John Bennett /ed a time
of hymn singing before
worship at Swanwick
Baptist Church on Sunday
morning

n.

]
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MAN OF THE MOVEMENT

A series
featuring BMM
personalities

Bryan Orchard
of Wantage

It all startedwhen asa young child my mum, sisterand | would walk down to church
each Sunday morning in Hall Greenin Birmingham with the explanation that it was
good exercise and healtty. In reality, my dad refused to be a taxi drver.

Beforethe war, he wasthe organistat his Baptistchurch, but afterhe came home from
the war he said to mum, Olm not going to church again®s a regular non-attendee,
he kept to his word b although he used to come to see us at the Sunday School
Anniversaries etc and at ng baptism in the week after the end of ny A-level exams.

| spentmy secondaryschool daysin the wood workshopwhenewver possible.This was
more than just a Fiday afternooninterestfor me and | wanted to be a cabinet maker
but thanksto the careersadvice (?)l received, | gave up thatidea and choseto become
a design(wood and metal) teacher. How life might have beendifferent had | received
some real careers adice.

In autumn 1970, | went to RedlandCollege in Bristol to starttraining and survived the
course Balthough educational philosophy appeared a world away from wood. | taught
ataninner city boysGchool in Bristol and lastedfour termsand then saw the light and
went out into commerce asatechnical representative selling scientibc and technology
equipment to education in the Home Counties. This was much more my style of life
b it gave me freedom and the ability to tavel, even if only around the UK.

In 1978, | went to a teachers meeting on Computer Technology in Schools in
Hertfordshire and, realising the potential, wrote a missive to my managersaskingwhy
the company wasnot already involved in this new technology at this groundbreaking
stage.Expectingmy memo to be bledin the usualplace, | wasgreatly surprisedwhen
they rang me at 8pm some three monthslater and asked if | would like to be on the new
IT team. It was the quidkest ansver | have ever given and have never looked back.

Computersand | were wedded! Letme hastily add though, | am not an engineer, | am
a salesmanwho can explain the conceptsto a customer That is a big enough taskin
its own right! Let me also add that | will always love my wife more than a computer,
even if Lesley would not always agree with that statement at times.

In. une 1981 | joined RM, a small educational company in Oxford astheir PrstHeld
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SalesExecutive, on just the sameday that MargaretThatcher (the then Prime Minister)
launched her brstOMicrosn schoolOscheme. | eventually moved to Wantage,where
| still live today. | startedto travel all over the country selling these systemsand in
the end we beatthe BBC micro competition by 80-20 per cent salesdespite the vast
publicity given by the BBC.

Time with RM was busy and rewarding in all ways. In the Pnancial year 1987-8, |
grew my personalbusinessby 300 per centto £3m and won the Salesmanof the Year
award so, in 1989, Lesleyand | travelled to New York on the QE2 and returned home
from Miami by Concord. What a way to By across the pond!

Having stayed with RM till July 1991, | then had a turbulent time in a number of
companiesand being made redundant on numerous occasions. Alwaysthe salesman®
fault, of course,for lack of salesturnover Bbut then they ring up two yearslater asking
if you would like to return now that Omarket conditions® W& changed.

In Autumn 1996, | became involved with a technology called speed recognition,
again new and leading edge that can only become widelysuccessful B well one dg
it mustbecomethe way to communicate with computersbut it still doesnot yetreally
pay the mortgage.

So, | also became involved with selling appointments software to GP surgeriesand
this is the market to which | remain attached to this day. After another redundancy
in 1999, | decided there was no security anywhere and | may just as well be self-
employed offering my salesskills to the highestbidder Banother failure, but the Lord
has geneally been good to us.

During this time so many other things have happenedon a personalfront. While on
holiday in 1978, | metalovely girl called Lesleyat a CHA holiday centre in the Lake
District. In 1980, we got married, so the acronym CHA is true b Catch Husbands
Association D and we celebrated 25 yearsvery happily together, last August. It has
not all been plain sailing.

We intended to start afamily in 1983 but our daughter, Keren, did not arrive till February
1990 but, with that marvellous thing called hindsight, we can seethe Lord had his
plans all the way through, as mud as it can really feel tough at the time.

Expectingthat to be the only child we have it wasfantasticwhen Andrew arrived on
the scenein luly 1994. He did choosethe sameday ashis mother@birthday to arrive
but we will forgive him for that, at leastit is a day | cannot forgetin the calendar. At
the time you are likely to be reading this we shall be in the middle of GCSEexamsso
prayers for all families sud as ours would be appreciated.

For the future, changesare in the air as| want to concentrate on helping a new local
company sell GP websitesand secure servicesand also concentrate on being your
national secretary to try and fulbl the role superbly managedby Clifford for the last
17 years.| hope | can stay the pace for that length of time and with the Lord®help |
aim to do just that if youOll hae me.
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From the Secretary’s Desk . . .
This is a new experience for me and a job that appearsto be
getting bigger every week, both in terms of what needsto be
done and what it would be good to do. Sofar, the taskis very
practical Bwhatam I doing and where do | storeeverything, and
Clifford@garagestill hasmore hidden away for me to collect. His
is going to be a tough act to follow and one, with the Lord®and
your guidance, | am going to thoroughly enjoy.

As | mentioned at the conference we all need to Pnd ways of
increasing the membership of BMM and | am preparedto come
e to amen®©group nearyou to give a presentationon our fantastic

organisation and its auxiliaries in the earnesthope that it will
Bryan Orchard awaken real interestin Christian men®activities. Thisisonly going
to happen by much prayer, your input and interest and your initial contact.

If you are the only member of BMM in your church and you want interestin BMM to
grow then do contact me. If you know of a men®group with no membershipof BMM
then make contact with both them and me to make suitable arrangements.It doesnot
really matterwherein the UK this might occur, aswe will arrangeto cover it. All | ask
is that you make the initial approach and contact me with details.

If you require any leaRBets,booklets or information for an event or to place at the back
of your church then | have stocks that | would love to move rather than just store. Do
not forgetto mention BMM in your local church and other eventsand opportunities
that occur. If we asa membership do not let the people know then no one is going
to do it for us.
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News from

our Auxiliaries 1 —

from Tools With A Mission

The Lord is certainly moving the work of Tools With A Mission
forward at a pace. lsttwo yearsagowe took out aleaseon new
premisesin Bailey Closeand now the opportunity hasarisenfor
us to purchasethe building. The owner has decided he would
like to sell the unit and offered us the opportunity to purchase
before he went on the Oopen marketO.

The directors thought that as far asTWAM was concerned this
wastoo good an opportunity to missand one which would only
come once in a lifetime. After praying about the matter, they
decided that they were sufbciently conbdent that God was placing
this challenge before them. An offer wasmade, which led to the
eventual agreementby the owner to sell the freehold to us for
£270,000. TWAM is currently engagedin raising interestfree loans, and other gifts, to
enable them proceed with the puchase.

We give thanks to God for His provision. This is a big step of faith, but one which
we believe we are being led to take in order to securethe future work and ministry of
TWAM.

Martin recently visited Tanzania and earlier | had beento Uganda. Both of us, although
visiting different countries, came back with the sameconclusion: We need to do more
to help thosewho live in poverty. In Ugandaapprox three per cent of the population are
considered as being rich. Between bve and 15 per cent are well off and the remainder
between poor and \ery poor. It@ this last group we are seeking to help.

Many are asking for help in the form of toolsand equipment but cannot bPnd the funding to
cover the shipment costs. As| write, we have a consignment for Nigeria that isdesperately
needed but the prospective recipients simply cannot bnd the full cost of the shipment
charges. Thissituation can be repeated time and time again. If we had the fundswe could

help by funding part of
a

Bill Dewhurst:
“Taking a big step of
faith’

the shipping costs. Tools
are never a problem, but
finding the shipping
costs often are.

Your gift as a Men®
Group, or church, will
help us to impact on
poverty in Africa, and
in other parts of the
world. Why not support

TWaM
S GADWmE— 2 o ¥ . PR .
COLTS RRE Aamg ) “m " an individual shipment
MRE — Bt H H
o= CLPf or a whole container
i - load from your church
== Or group this hanest?

= Bjll Dewhurst

The TWAM stall at the Baptist Assembly, raising awareness of
its work around the world ‘
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from

the Missionaries’ Literature Association
SHARG OUR RESOURCES

| have recently attendedtwo eventswhich impressedupon me how fortunate we are
as Christians in the UK.

The brstwasthe annual Baptist Assemblyat Brighton. It is always good to meet up
with other Baptists,especially when your own church membershipis around the 20
number. The bonus at the Assemblyis that we get so much encouragementfrom the
Baptist Union and from BMS World Mission. The BUGB publishes information on
almostevery conceivable subjectand the annual video invariably shows what can be
done in Christian outreach despite outdated buildings and small congregations.The
recognition of new ministersand of missionary familiesleaving the UK to work abroad
is always both humbling and inspiring. The pastorl care of David Coffey and Alistair
Brown for the Baptistfamily is always evident. What amazing resouiceswe Baptists
have at Didcot.

The second event wasthe Christian Resouces Exhibition. | always enjoy this event.
There are exhibitors for every aspect of life B health, families, holidays Pnancial,
pensions, church buildings and everything that goesinto them, the bookstalls and
aids for teaching every age-group. | love the standsselling puppets in their little
tailored jeans and hand-knitted sweaters, the craft stalls and the clerical vestment
stands(always very busy) with their amazingly colourful and sometimestheatrical
fashions. Of particular interestwas a stand selling computers and projectors for use
in church complete with a programme including three different translations of the
Bible. If the preacher quoteschapter and verseone can pressa key or two and have
the verse instantly on the screen.

| wonder what William Careyand the Wesleyswould think of that if they came back
today? There seemsto be a resource for everything B at a price! Both events have
challenged me to think afreshabout our missionaries. How hard they have to work
and always on a shoestring.They are not in a position to buy something off the shelf
but have to make their own puppets, produce training materialsetc and have to do
their own Bible study. Surely we at home who have so much should be a generous
resource for them.

It is a good to be challenged
from time to time so that we can
look again at what we do, how
we do it, and try to do it better
DBprayerfully and Pnancially. Oh!
And how about offering to pay for
amagazine for amissonary or one
of their children? A magazineisa
greatresource for them and really
makes their dg.

If you can help. | would love to
hear from you.

= -— Audrey Sheppard
Audrey Sheppard at the MLA stand at the Baptist (Tel 01225 767603)
\Assemb/y in Brighton

.

News from our Auxiliaries 2

From Tapes for the Blind

The time hascome round again for the annual update on the ministry
of tapesfor thosewho arevisually impaired. The current circulation
is just over 100 copies and all the preparation and recording is
undertaken by a team from Abingdon Baptist Church. Geoff Pratt
and Bill White preparethe material throughout the month which is
selected from The Baptist Timesand BMSWorld Mission@magazine.
How do they agonise on just what should be included.

Four readers,assembledfrom a pool of people btwo for side A and
two for side B Brecord the mastertape. The recording usually starts
at 7pm and completed by 9.15pm B providing there are not too
many coughs and difbculties with pronunciation.

After the equipment is cleared away, the tapeis takento Bill@ home

at Didcot, some eight miles away, where the BMM tape copier is kept. This meansthat
early on the Thursday morning, Bill copies the tapesand preparesthem for distribution
in the post-freepouches.The plan then is to ensurethey are in the postal systemassoon
aspossible. As soon asone tape is completed, work begins on the next. While this is
an exacting task, the team count it a privilege and recognise this is a very important
ministry.

Bill White

Just recently, the introduction of some sacred music and hymns have been included
which, according to the many comments made, have been appreciated. It isalwaysgood
to received letters from listeners, and | hee included extracts from them here.

‘What a lovely surprise to hear the pleasure of listening to How Sweet The Name
of Jesus Sounds to a tune we have never sung ... it was wonderful.” ‘The hymn
was very welcome - so much so that I played it several times!’

News hasjust been made known that Bill White, who hasbeeninvolved with Tapesfor
the Blind from the beginning, is experiencing difpculties in preparing the script on a
bi-monthly basisdue to problemswith his sight, but feelsable at presentto continue to
copy the tapesfor distribution. Pleasepray that we will bnd a replacementto assistin
the script prepaiation. Our thanks to God for dedication and faithful service.

There are challenges ahead. Fom the outset, the recordings have been made using
the standard C90 cassette but with the demise of this within the not too distant future,
consideration will need to be given to producing the information on a CD with the inherent
cost of replacementrecording and copying equipment, while not forgetting the listeners
who will needto own disc players. Postal distribution is also a matter of concern and an
equivalent carrying pouch must be determined.

Thereis a needto look at this matter subjectively soonin order that we are preparedfor
such a change which will inevitably ha ve a major cost implementation.

If you know of anyone with impaired vision and who would welcome a tape let Bill
White know. Call (01235) 510433, or write to 12 Loddon Drive, Didcot, Oxfordshire
OX11 7QA.

On behalf of the team from Abingdon Baptist Church, | thank you for your support in
prayer. Pleaseremember the team as the script is prepared for the monthly recording
and copying for the many listenerswho look forward to receiving news of the work and
witness of our Baptist family in this country and werseas. )
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Back chat: Dr Trevor Stammers

The Web of Pornography

Robertis 17. Somedays he feelsturned
on from the moment he wakes to the
time he drifts off into a restless sleep.
ONosex outside of marriageO they tell
him at the church youth group. Did they
never go through adolescenceHow do
you control this constant sexual urge?
Surely the stuff he looks at on the ladsO
magssitesis harmlessenough?Not even
pornography is it? They wouldn® have it
on the shelvesin every news outlet if it
were, would they?

Greg knows that what he looks at is
pornography but it is just so wonderful
at the time. He has a long term partner
of course, but after being with her for a
year or so, sexhasbecome rather boring
really. Certainly when compared with the
variety of women you can seeon the net.
Endlessnovelty there. Much better than
just having sexwith one personbat least
in the build-up. But afterwards there is
only one real person there b Greg. The
restis fantasy but never mind; it might

be better on the next site.

Stewe hasbeen married for more than 20 years.In the beginning he thought his love
for his wife, Suewould last for ever. They were made for each other  emotionally,
spiritually and physically, a match made in heaven. Stexe can®rememberhow it was
he logged on to his brstgay website but he doesrememberbeing fascinatedby it and
now it turns him on more than Sue. She@®die if she knew and he@ never consider
having sexwith another real man Dtoo risky. But with the net, it® safe enough and
sheOll nesr know so it can®harm her. Can it?

At last year®Christian Viewpoint for Men (CVM) conference, totally unplanned yet
divinely prompted, God spoke to many of those present about the issue of pornography.
On the brstevening, Richard Meryon said, OBrnography is a cancer that is crippling
the body of Christ and preventing many men from having an effective witness for
ChristOl believe he is right; pornography is possibly the number one obstacle that
prevents men from having a close relationship with God. Porn at bestblunts and at
worse stil3es effectie vibrant Christian living and witness.

There are many reasonsfor this but one foundational factor is that our spirituality
and our sexuality are intimately linked. The New Testamentlikens the love of Christ
for the church to the love between husband and wife (including, but not restricted
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’ to, its sexual aspect).The Old Testamentalso speaksof God® love for us being like \

that of a lover for his partner. The Bible is not a book for prudesand speaksexplicitly

about sexual intimacy. Old joy with the wife of your youthElet her breastssatisfy
you always. May you always be captivated by her loveQ(Prov 5:18-19). | have never
heard that versequoted in a sermon and a delegateat the CVM conference said he
had never heard the word Omasturbation® mentioned iterch in 40 years.

How strange that seemswhen recent surveys have shown that a quarter of requests
to seach enginesare to pornographic sites, 20 per cent of men and 13 per cent of
women sa they have accessedporn at work and porn sitesfrom around 12 per cent
of the total of all websites.

Pornography sooner or later spells problems. In the recent book Searching for Intimacy,
I have spelt out how pornography sells sex short by encouraging sexwithout reality,
relationship, release,respector restrint. It can be very addictive too. How many of
the men from all walks of life (including Christiansamong them) thought when they
begansurbngthe net for porn, that they would have the police knocking on their door
as part of Opeation Ore?

Help for the porn addict is available. CAREhasan extensive website dedicated to the
issueand there are now seeral Christianweb monitoring blter systemswhich can be
very helpful. These and other useful resowres are listed belav.

However for most people, the power of the addiction will mean making yourself
accountable to someone. Choosing who to conbkde in needs some care but the
advantage of having someone who knowsand who can openly ask you about progress,
is invaluable. Forging the bonds of true friendship and loyalty in such a relationship
can do much in itself to defusethe isolation that often startsor fuels porn addiction.
Women are different in their sexual naturesto men but another reasonwhy porn is
not so much atemptation to women is that they have a larger social network of friends
than mostmen. BMM can play a vital partin developing networks that lead men into
a purer devotion to Christ that will enable them to witness wholeheartedly without
the sense of lypocrisy that inevitably comes from viewing porn.

2ESOURCES
http://www .care.org.uk/anon
http://www .covenanteyes.com

Searching for Intimacy: Pornography,the Internet and the XXX Factor, edited by Lyndon
Bowring, Authentic Media 2005, £8.99 ISBN: 1850785856

Editor’s note:

You can download a free Pblter for your Windows surbng,which my pastorthinks has
beenwritten by a Christianin Australia. This free blter blocks accessto adult websites
and can be downloaded from: http://www.5starshareware.com/Windows/Internet/
ParentalControl/parentalbltethtml. Alternatively, use Google OparentatontrolCto bnd
alink to download the programme. And like any Pltering programme, make sureyou
don®setthe passvord Bgeta friend or relative to do that and ensurethat they don®
tell you what it is.
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