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No more best-kept secret
When I Þrst went to Swanwick three years ago, I was amazed. You see, IÕd expected 
to go along and sit at the back, taking notes and writing reports for The Baptist Times 
about very dry things. IÕd even expected the annual conference to be a mass meeting 
of grumpy old men, who knew that things were better in their day. And IÕd expected 
everything to be downbeat, downcast and more Òthou shalt not than ÔletÕs do something 
for the LordÕ.Ó However, I came away from that weekend a member of the Movement 
and converted to its causes. What went wrong?!
Several things: the warm welcome that I received Ð from a lot of committed men who 
were determined to live out the Gospel. Learning of initiati ves like Operative Agri and 
Tools With a Mission (among others, one hastens to add) and hearing of work going 
on around the world as a result of men Þt to serve was a real eye opener. 
The UnionÕs best-kept secret is an unfortunate way of describing the BMM, and thatÕs 
something that I want to change. World Outlook  has had the sad duty to report on 
several menÕs groups folding in latter days: I want to see us report on new groups 
opening. My motive is ulterior: as a new Christian, in St GeorgeÕs Place Baptist Church, 
Canterbury, the fellowshipÕs men were willing to disciple me. I owe my coming to 
faith to my BoysÕ Brigade ofÞcers and youth group leaders, and my encouragement as 
a teenager to Stanley Blunden, a BMM enthusiast who talked to me every week and 
persuaded me to come to the monthly menÕs prayer breakfast. I relished the experience 
of being with older (and wiser) Christians who cared and for the challenging speaker 
they booked. And they, in turn, nurtured and encouraged me. 
So over the coming editions, youÕll read of new ideas to help revitalise your menÕs 
groups. Hopefully they will inspire and encourage. In so doing, it is my prayer that 
your churchÕs ministry to men will grow and we can start to reverse the appalling 
decline in UK church attendance. 
In all things, let us preach the Gospel. Only, and if necessary, use words. 
Phil Creighton



�0�E�T�E�R���'�R�A�N�T
It is with sadness that we have to report the death of Peter 
Grant, the MovementÕs Independent Examiner for the past 15 
or so years. The lifelong bachelor was found dead in bed by 
friends from Rayleigh Baptist Church in May. The post mortem 
examination showed that he had died from a heart attack.
Peter was Þrst appointed as the MovementÕs Auditor in 1991 in 
succession to Alfred Grimwade of Bromley.  The Þrst accounts 
audited by Peter were for the Þnancial year 1990-91 which 
were received at the AGM in Swanwick in March 1992.  He 
was qualiÞed as a Chartered Accountant (FCA) and, at that time, 
was working for a Þrm of Chartered Accountants in Aldgate 
(London). He very kindly agreed to look at the accounts for the 

Movement and its Auxiliaries in his spare time.  
He lived alone in a bungalow in Rayleigh, Essex, and was a member of the townÕs 
Baptist church.  Prior to his appointment as Auditor he had had no contact with the 
Movement Ð Rayleigh does not have a MenÕs Fellowship.  
Peter ÔretiredÕ in  1996, I think, and took on several small Þnancial ofÞcer appointments 
as well as individual accountancy work with friends who needed help with tax returns.  
He Þrst came to the BMM Conference at Swanwick in 1999 and attended each year 
since, including this most recent conference.  Although he attended eight Swanwick 
conferences, most delegates cannot remember him because, being shy, he tended only 
to sit with or speak to those he knew from handling the books.  
He had a heart attack in December 2000 and had to stay in hospital over that 
Christmas. However he still managed to check all the MovementÕs books (including all 
the Auxiliaries) in time for the accounts to be published at the AGM in March 2001. That 
was the last occasion when he acted as Independent Examiner for Operation Agri 
(the job title changed from Auditor to Independent Examiner after the passing of the 
Charities Act 1993) because the annual income and expenditure exceeded £250,000 
and the Act required Charities with that size income to have their accounts audited 
by a Þrm of professional charity auditors. 
He was in poor health through last autumn and winter; he seemed to have one bout 
of winter Ôßu after another. When he died he still had to Þnalise the TWAM accounts 
for 2004/5, since there had been some matters about which he was not clear and 
explanations had only just been given.
He was cremated at Southend Crematorium on Monday, June 5. This was followed by a 
service of thanksgiving at Rayleigh Baptist Church. We thank God for our brother, and 
look forward to meeting with him again.   Michael Putnam

�-�E�M�O�R�I�E�S���O�F���3�W�A�N�W�I�C�K
Here we are in July Ð that cold weekend in March seems so long ago, doesnÕt it? 
Although the weather was wintry, the weekend was anything but cold: and in a packed 
programme, we learnt how to be Þt for service in the 21st century.

Incoming President John Moore introduce a variety of guests who spoke on a range of 
topics based around the theme Fit For Service: from Dr Trevor Stammers getting us to 
exercise from our seats to the Revd Bill Longley challenging us to exercise a ministry 

Peter Grant

for healing, there was plenty to get stuck in to. 

Accounts of some of the main sessions follow in the annual Swanwick Times section, 
but itÕs worth nothing a few things. The Hayes Conference Centre has been undergoing 
some redevelopment work over the past couple of years: its new hall has Þnally 
opened and we met in it for the Þrst time. Spacious and with comfortable chairs, 
this is an improvement. However, despite the best efforts of Gilbert Payne and Geoff 
Pratt from Abingdon, the sound system proved to be a work in progress. Things can 
only get better. 
Guests included, as ever, Hugh Caroll from the Knights of St Columbia, and a couple 
of ministerial students. Several joined during the weekend: giving the membership 
roll a welcome shot in the arm.

However, there are changes afoot too. Clifford Challinor, after 17 years loyal service 
to the Movement, stepped down from his duties. During the weekend, he was 
presented with a thanks offering and a signed Bible, and his wife Ann was presented 
with a marvellous bouquet. To Clifford, with our thanks: please continue to pray for 
him and Ann as he continues to recover. Bryan Orchard becomes the new national 
secretary.

It was also with sadness that we learnt of the departure of Colin Stutton as treasurer. 
His post remains unÞlled and Michael Putnam, chairman of the F & GP committee, 
continues to stand in. If any of you know of someone who is Þt to serve in this post, 
then please get in touch.
Finally, Bruce Hardy managed a double standing down: as president of your Movement 
and editor of this journal. No doubt once youÕve reach the back page of this issue, 
youÕll be regretting his decision! 

�,�O�O�K�I�N�G���A�H�E�A�D���T�O����������
Of course, looking back is all very well, but time waits for no man. Which means itÕs 
time to book the date for next yearÕs Conference now: March 18-20, 2006, again in 
The Hayes. 
Russell Ashley-Smith, who will become President at Swanwick next year writes to 
inform of his plans for next yearÕs Conference Ð BMMÕs 90th Anniversary! 
ÒCatalysts for Change is the slogan used on current BMM 
publicity and it will be the title of our 2007 conference at 
Swanwick. We are called to be salt and light, both catalysts in 
their own way. Although many of us arenÕt as young as we used 
to be(!), God still has a role for us. How and where is God calling 
you and me to serve as catalysts? 
Our main speaker will be the Revd Dr Paul Jinadu, a personal 
friend of mine and a regular speaker at Christian conferences in 
UK and overseas. Paul, a converted Muslim, is general overseer 
of the New Covenant Church which has congregations in 18 
countries including 50 in UK and 400 in Nigeria. The churchÕs 
outreach in Africa includes schools and feeding programmes. He 
is a former president of the African and Caribbean Evangelical 
Alliance.
 Paul will be supported by the Revd Dr Kate Coleman, president 
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of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, Andy Matheson, international director of Oasis 
International, and the Revd Simon Hudson, pastor of my home church in Streatham, 
South London.  

Next yearÕs conference will also be the 90th anniversary of the founding of the 
Movement. We hope to mark this suitably though we have as yet not succeeded in 
Þnding a man who was present at the Þrst conference! If you have any ideas as to 
how we might celebrate this anniversary please let me know (write to me c/o of the 
editor).

Expect more news on the special 90th conference in the next issue Ð and encourage 
friends to come along and enjoy a special weekend of fellowship, teaching and 
celebration.Ó 

�!�T���T�H�E���!�S�S�E�M�B�L�Y
BMM and its auxiliaries were 
present at the Baptist Assembly 
in Brighton – although no BMM 
seminar this year, stands were 
hired in the exhibition areas: 
one each for TWAM, Agri, 
Missionaries Literature Associa-
tion and BMM. The picture 
shows the president, John 
Moore (pictured right), and 
Arthur Pallett from Stoke on 
Trent holding up the world on 
the BMM stand. New members 
were brought on board during 
the Assembly, and professional 
publicity materials were used. By-the-by, contact Bryan Orchard, the national secretary, 
if you need some publicity materials for your church.

�0�I�C�T�U�R�E���P�E�R�F�E�C�T
Bruce Hardy repre-
sented the Movement 
at the annual men’s 
dinner at Park Road 
Baptist Church in 
Bromley towards the 
end of February. He 
spoke on the theme 
‘My testi-mony to 
God: faith-fulness’ 
– apt perhaps for his 
last official presidential 
engage-ment before 
handing over to John 
Moore of Leicester at 

Swanwick in March. As you can see from the picture, he had a rapt audience. 

Clifford Challinor is a man who needs no introduction! When appointed BMM 
Secretary in 1989 the question was ÔWho is he?Õ In that time he has served us well 
and he has come to know the men very well. It has been my privilege to have had 
Cliff as Secretary during my years as Chair of F&GP and now of BMM. He has worked 
harder than most of you will ever know and his knowledge of the Movement is 
almost legendary. His counsel is always wise and considered, in both spiritual and 
BMM matters. He has preached the word faithfully not only in the pulpit but more 
importantly, in his life.
I found the loss of Cliff as Secretary deeply moving, but a valued and gracious man has 
served the Movement and this is why we give thanks to God. His stroke in September 
last year came as a shock but he continues to progress albeit slower than he would 
like.  

Thank you – At Swanwick outgoing secretary Clifford Challinor was presented with a 
special Bible and a thanks offering as he stood down from his post. Left to right: Michael 
Putnam, John Bennett, Clifford Challinor, Ann Challinor and John Moore

�#�L�I�F�F�O�R�D���#�H�A�L�L�I�N�O�R���n���A���"�-�-���M�A�N���W�H�O���N�E�E�D�S���N�O���I�N�T�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N

�&�A�M�I�L�Y���F�U�N���I�N���7�I�N�D�S�O�R
The Thames Valley Baptist MenÕs Movement held a churchesÕ fellowship day in Windsor 
on May 20. Families gathered at the History on Wheels Museum for a great day, even 
though the weather was showery.

�3�O���W�H�A�T���S���N�E�X�T��
Well, thatÕs up to you! WhatÕs happening with your menÕs group? Has anyone reached 
any signiÞcant milestones? World Outlook wants to know! Please contact us with your 
summer events in good time for the October edition Ð copy deadline is August 15 (no 
summer holidays for some of us) and the address is on page 3.



The Þrst session on Saturday morning was devoted to our physical health, and led by 
Dr Trevor Stammers, senior tutor in general practice at St GeorgeÕs 
Hospital Medical School, London and known to many of us as the 
BT Doctor. ÔThe body, soul and spirit are linked to one another,Õ 
he said. 

The session was packed with useful information and statistics Ð men 
live, on average, for Þve years less than women, coronary heart 
disease leads to 27 per cent of all male deaths and a third of men 
over 65 have trouble urinating, but just 11 per cent have diagnosed 
prostrate problems he told us. 

Part of the problem stems from our diet, Dr Stammers revealed. 
If you are overweight, you should get your GP to refer you to a 

dietician to see what you are eating. Overweight men also tend to be drinkers: the safe 
limit is 21 units a week, but itÕs easy to exceed this. ÔI can well understand why some 
Christians abstain,Õ he said, ÔItÕs been very difÞcult to abstain from alcohol as the social 
pressure is enormous.Õ

Smoking is also a common health problem. Noting that C H Spurgeon was himself a 
smoker, Dr Stammers advised, ÔI think it is unwise.Õ However, regular exercise helps: it 
increases endurance and strength, reduces the risk of falling, osteoporosis, diabetes and 
heart disease. It can also improve mental health, reducing the risk of dementia. ÔYou 
donÕt need to go to the gym to exercise,Õ he said, before encouraging us to exercise in 
the hall using the chairs as balances. 

Dr Stammers went on to talk about erectile difÞculties, something that a Þfth of men suffer 
from by the age of 40, rising to almost half the male population by the age of 70. 

Reading 1 Corinithians 7:12-end, he urged us to honour God with our bodies and 

Trevor Stammers

The Revd Alan Pain, Director, BMS International Mission Centre in Birmingham, led the 
second Saturday morning session, Fit For Service Internationally. 
Looking at PeterÕs dream Ôto unite young and old, men and women 
in the supernatural in the PentecostalÕ, he explained that mission 
began with an explosion of joy in the early Church.

Referring to the average age and experience of his audience, he said, 
ÔWe people have such great experience, but how are we known at 
home? As men and women of great grace or moaners?Õ

He added that we need to tell people not what we have done, but 
how they can live their dreams: open their eyes and tell them have 
they can serve God in places like Africa. ÔWe will just hope that 
other people will say that we are a great encourager.Õ

Mr Pain also encouraged us to pray and give to mission, and suggested tithing our will.

Alan Pain

Led by the Revd Jonathan Sommerville

An entertaining afternoon session by Jonathan and Simon Leivers
was devoted to getting men back into church. Mr Somerville believes 
that we are currently in a time of change for menÕs ministry. ÔItÕs 
not easy to react to revolution when youÕre standing in the middle 
of it.Õ Referring to the theory that there are three stages of history 
(pre-modern, modern and post-modern) he said, ÔGeezers for Jesus 
is a response to [post-modern] culture Ð looking at the things in that 
culture that we can relate to.Õ 

At the moment, Geezers for Jesus is a website (www.geezersforje
sus.co.uk) featuring a forum where men can post messages about 
faith, life, cars and popular culture. So far, more than 100 men have 
registered and there are more than 1,000 different topics.

Reminding us that our cultural landscapes deÞne the communities that we live in, he 
urged us to take a look at the the type of ÔmachineÕ that the church is: ÔWomen outnumber 
men 2:1 in most of our churchesÕ he reminded us. But, the sting is that by running the 
same old activities,ÔweÕre happy with our communities because it repels people whom 
we donÕt want to attract.Õ Mr Somerville continued, ÔThereÕs a huge gap between the 
culture of our churches and the culture others live in.Õ

The solution that Mr Somerville suggested was a modern one, based around cultures 
having greater access to information, technology and Þnance. This is partly due to the 
Internet, which has created Ôborderless communitiesÕ. These communities tend to be 
about relationships: Ôpeople get together not because of church but because they can 
play basketball at churchÕ he cited as an example.

These communities can also be trans-continental, based around people who may never 
meet each other, but still know each other due to their on-line presence. This also causes 
them to be self-selecting: a Mini-fanatic wouldnÕt try and make friends on a website 
devoted to Kite-ßying. Likewise, these self-selecting sites create instant membership: 
ÔHow long do you have to be in church before you are accepted?Õ he asked, adding that 
if youÕre on a six-month contract, you donÕt want to go to a church where it takes you 
six months to be accepted.

He added that in his experience, preaching and teaching is a real turn-off for men: 
once a preacher has sat down, no one gets a right to reply to the given sermon. He also 
commented on our churches encouraging passivity.

However, one of the biggest challenges facing us as a Church today comes from the 
attitude that young people have: ÔWeÕve got a generation of people who have grown up 
with the message you donÕt have to put up with rubbish if you donÕt want to.Õ The challenge 
is how do we make our menÕs groups and churches attractive to those people?

¥ During other sessions on Saturday, the Revd David Doonan, the then BMS World Mission 
President, revealed that his association with BMM goes back to 1959, where he became 
a Spurs fan after being taken to a game as part of the London conference. 

Jonathan 
Sommerville



The Saturday teatime seminar was given by Richard Meryon, 
executive director of Christian Viewpoint for Men, who spoke on 
the theme Ôreaching men todayÕ.
Mr Meryon revealed that his churchÕs mens activities attract about 
40 people, yet the womenÕs meetings reach 160. ÔWhy are men 
so pathetic at evangelism?Õ he asked us. ÔWeÕre in a post-Christian 
culture, so letÕs get real and recognise it.Õ
A BBC Scotland survey of 50 men revealed that none had anything 
positive to say about the Church: itÕs for wimps, women or irrelevant 
were the common responses. The Þgures are depressing Ð 0.6% of 
UK men are in Church. And by 2032, it is estimated that the UK 
church will have no men. Quoting Spurgeon, he challenged: ÔPray 

as if it all depends on God, act as if it all depends on you.Õ He added that God has called 
us to be ambassadors, but we have to leave the embassy to be effective.
Statistics show that it takes Þve years for a man to come to Christ: in those Þve years, 
you have to be there for those people. Statistics also show that people need to hear the 
Gospel 30 times before they will accept it. But people need this because they need to 
think about the Gospel: when Mr Meryon was on a Naval frigate, it took three miles for 
the ship to turn around, it wasnÕt an instant process. ÔDonÕt be depressed if people donÕt 
come to Christ the Þrst time they hear the Gospel,Õ he reassured us.
Research published in a 2003 edition of Evangelicals Now revealed that, in a family, if 
the man becomes a Christian, 93 per cent of families also came to Christ. If you lead a 
child to Christ 3.5% of their families follow and if you lead a mother to Christ 17% of 
their families follow. ÔThe best churches for doing evangelism are Baptist churches Ð and 
I praise God for that. But thereÕs so much more to be done,Õ he said, offering the Christian 
Viewpoint for MenÕs four-level strategy as a solution.
Level one is about befriending: offering activities that any man can go to, such as curry 
nights and football. Organisers must focus on inviting non-believers: Ômy passion should 
be infectious,Õ he said. At the end of the event guests must be given an invitation to a level 
two event Ð anything with a speaker, such as an Alpha supper or a menÕs breakfast. ÔTell 
people in advance that itÕs a Christian talk. Men like testimony, you cannot challenge a 
testimony.Õ Level three events are seeker courses, such as Alpha et al. We shouldnÕt be 
afraid at sending people along to such courses at another church: Ôthere is no competition 
in Kingdom business,Õ he said.
 ÕIf you run an event,Õ he added, Ôyou have to know what itÕs purpose is.Õ Everything we 
do should be for the beneÞt of the person weÕre trying to bring to Christ.
Level four of this approach is simply about having a good man-appealing church that 
includes three really strong ÔWÕ elements:
WELCOME Ð  get men engaged socially before and after the service
WORSHIP Ð  just some manly hymns and choruses!
WORD Ð  full frontal teaching of the Word of God that tackles relevant topics.
Concluding, he said that men donÕt like church: they think itÕs like a beauty parlour. ÔThey 
know whatÕs going on inside, but they donÕt want to go inside. We go like Jesus did Ð we 
must go where the Gentiles are.Õ
¥ You can Þnd out more about CVM on its website www.cvmen.org.uk

Richard Meryon

The Revd Bill Longley, minister of Waterlooville Baptist Church, led 
a Saturday evening session on healing. He opened by ensuring that 
the focus was on heavenly matters rather than us: ÔItÕs all about Jesus, 
itÕs not about me. ThereÕs a Gospel imperative to healing,Õ he said.

He was also keen to stress that ways in which we can be healed are 
through taking medicine, consulting the doctor and praying. ÔIf you 
donÕt believe that God wants to heal you, then taking tablets or going 
to the doctor is blasphemy,Õ he said. ÔWe have to realise that God 
has many different delivery systems for healing Ð sometimes through 
tablets, sometimes medical intervention, sometimes miraculous 
healing and sometimes sustained prayer.Õ

Healing is biblical, he stressed, quoting Jesus in Luke 9:2 ÔPreach the Gospel and heal 
the sick.Õ We pray for healing because Jesus did (Matt 4:23), because Jesus commanded 
his disciples to heal (Matt 10:8, Luke 9:1 and 10:9) and because it is a commission of 
Jesus (Matt 28:20 and John 14:11).

The session focused on different aspects of healing: it takes place as a sign of the Kingdom 
breaking into todayÕs world. 

ÔThereÕs always a provisionality about the way in which we minister. Pray with [the 
person weÕre asking to be healed] and ask that GodÕs Spirit will bless this person Ð put 
your arms around themÕ he said. Longley bases this around Acts 1:8 Ð you will receive 
power Ð thatÕs the power that God puts in you, he said. None of us are as full of the Spirit 
as we ought to be, he added. 

The power and authority for healing comes from the Father. Jesus said that He does only 
what the Father says and does (John 5:19/14:10) and the disciples also worked like this 
(John 15:5: ÔApart from me you can do nothingÕ). 

The session ended with the room praying for each other: holding hands, we prayed for 
the person to the left and right of us. Many felt the Spirit move in the room. 

Bill Longley

Saturday eveningÕs events concluded with the launch of the Operation Agri appeal Congo 
Calling. The country is recovering from war and hunger, and this yearÕs appeal will help 
continue the charityÕs work there. 

Congo (the Democratic Republic of Congo) is a country with great resources and potential. 
Sadly, ever since independence in 1960 itÕs been racked by war and corruption. But the 
cry today is one of hope for the future, and hence the theme of Operation AgriÕs 2006 
appeal Ð Congo Calling. OA has been involved in the Congo for over forty years but just 
three development projects are currently supported.

There is a pack available for £5, as in previous years, and it is packed with information 
and ideas, and there are the usual leaßets, video programmes (on cassette or DVD), OHP 
acetates, CD, etc. For more details turn to page 20.



Sunday morning at Swanwick can only mean one thing: the annual visit to Swanwick 
Baptist Church, where morning worship is preceded by hymn singing and an organ 
recital. John Bennett and David Garrod were the hosts for this, although we were also 
treated to the magical sound of Bill Longley’s guitar playing. 
The actual service was led by the Revd Roy Searle, then president of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain. He read a dramatised version of John 21:1-19, where Jesus tells the 
disciples where to Þsh and Peter to feed His lambs. 
ÔThe Þshermen were amazing for taking advice,Õ he said, telling us that we need to be a 
culture where doing is more valued than being. ÔBusyness is damaging relationships in 
our society.Õ He also criticised Western cultureÕs Ôsolution based we can Þx itÕ culture: 
ÔArrant nonsense,Õ he said. ÔIf we could Þx it, we wouldnÕt be seeing smaller groups.Õ 
Without us having a DNA for mission, he added, we are dead: ÔWe will become a 
museum and not a movement.Õ To back up his point, he quoted Bob Dylan: ÔUnless 
we change we fossilise.Õ
When Jesus talked to Peter, he didnÕt tell him how to do church. Instead, he asked: ÔDo 
you love me?Õ In Peter, Christ saw someone who loved Him more than anything else. 
One of the problems that we face is that Ôwe love other things more than JesusÕ. 
ÔSome people love the churches, the pews or the worship more than we love Jesus. 
We can love our movements more than Jesus. The Bible says we will reap what we 
sow,Õ he warned. ÔJesus builds his church with men and women who love him more 
than anything else. One of the greatest contributions you can give the church is to 
love Christ more than you love anything else,Õ he added. 

Peter Grange, regional minister for the East Midlands Baptist Association, led the 
communion service on Sunday afternoon. 
Jesus gives an invitation, he said. ÔPeople down tools and follow 
him,Õ he added. This is invitation to Ôcome and seeÕ. Sometimes, 
we say ÔHang on a minute, the time isnÕt right yetÕ and sometimes 
we respond to GodÕs call. The reason for this hesitation he said is 
that Ôleaving everything is something we Þnd very difÞcultÕ.
Citing the example of Levi, he said, Ôhe left being a spectator and 
became a participant in the whole business of Jesus. If youÕve been 
at a sports event, youÕll know what the mindset of a spectator is 
like. You are always right, and always ready to have an opinion, 
especially of the referee.
ÔIt is much more difÞcult to be a participant Ð but the reality is 
that churches have far more spectators than participants Ð those who are ready to offer 
criticism over getting their hands dirty.Õ
However, it is the spectators who are left behind the same. When you read MatthewÕs 
Gospel, you see a succession of people who meet Jesus and go away different. We 
must leave behind being the same time and time again. 
Mr Grange concluded by encouraging us to embrace the concept of being a willing 
servant, so we might be of service to God.

Peter Grange
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Handover – Bruce Hardy passes on the presidency of the 
Movement to John Moore Best foot forward – Dr Trevor Stammers introduced a keep fit element to his session. 

How many of us have continued to do his gentle exercises since?

Preaching – The Revd Roy Searle, then president of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain gave the address 
during Sunday worship, drawing on his experiences 
from the Northumbria Community

Collection – enough tools to fill TWAM’s van were donated 
at Swanwick. They are currently being refurbished before 
being sent across the world

Dressed-up – Russel l  Ashley-
Smith helps launch the annual 
OA appeal Congo Calling

Fit to serve – John Moore proves 
that he’s a good and faithful servant, 
helping serve Sunday dinner to his 
tablemates

Conducting – As ever, 
John Bennett led a time 
of hymn singing before 
worship at Swanwick 
Baptist Church on Sunday 
morning
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It all started when as a young child my mum, sister and I would walk down to church 
each Sunday morning in Hall Green in Birmingham with the explanation that it was 
good exercise and healthy. In reality, my dad refused to be a taxi driver.

Before the war, he was the organist at his Baptist church, but after he came home from 
the war he said to mum, ÔI am not going to church again.Õ As a regular non-attendee, 
he kept to his word Ð although he used to come to see us at the Sunday School 
Anniversaries etc and at my baptism in the week after the end of my A-level exams.

I spent my secondary school days in the wood workshop whenever possible. This was 
more than just a Friday afternoon interest for me and I wanted to be a cabinet maker 
but thanks to the careers advice (?) I received, I gave up that idea and chose to become 
a design (wood and metal) teacher. How life might have been different had I received 
some real careers advice. 

In autumn 1970, I went to Redland College in Bristol to start training and survived the 
course Ð although educational philosophy appeared a world away from wood. I taught 
at an inner city boysÕ school in Bristol and lasted four terms and then saw the light and 
went out into commerce as a technical representative selling scientiÞc and technology 
equipment to education in the Home Counties. This was much more my style of life 
Ð it gave me freedom and the ability to travel, even if only around the UK.  

In 1978, I went to a teachers meeting on Computer Technology in Schools in 
Hertfordshire and, realising the potential, wrote a missive to my managers asking why 
the company was not already involved in this new technology at this groundbreaking 
stage. Expecting my memo to be Þled in the usual place, I was greatly surprised when 
they rang me at 8pm some three months later and asked if I would like to be on the new 
IT team. It was the quickest answer I have ever given and have never looked back.

Computers and I were wedded! Let me hastily add though, I am not an engineer, I am 
a salesman who can explain the concepts to a customer. That is a big enough task in 
its own right! Let me also add that I will always love my wife more than a computer, 
even if Lesley would not always agree with that statement at times.  

In June 1981 I joined RM, a small educational company in Oxford as their Þrst Field 

Sales Executive, on just the same day that Margaret Thatcher (the then Prime Minister) 
launched her Þrst ÔMicros in schoolÕ scheme. I eventually moved to Wantage, where 
I still live today. I started to travel all over the country selling these systems and in 
the end we beat the BBC micro competition by 80-20 per cent sales despite the vast 
publicity gi ven by the BBC.

Time with RM was busy and rewarding in all ways. In the Þnancial year 1987-8, I 
grew my personal business by 300 per cent to £3m and won the Salesman of the Year 
award so, in 1989, Lesley and I travelled to New York on the QE2 and returned home 
from Miami by Concord. What a way to ßy across the pond!  

Having stayed with RM till July 1991, I then had a turbulent time in a number of 
companies and being made redundant on numerous occasions. Always the salesmanÕs 
fault, of course, for lack of sales turnover Ð but then they ring up two years later asking 
if you would like to return now that Ômarket conditionsÕ have changed. 

In Autumn 1996, I became involved with a technology called speech recognition, 
again new and leading edge that can only become widely successful Ð well one day 
it must become the way to communicate with computers but it still does not yet really 
pay the mortgage.  

So, I also became involved with selling appointments software to GP surgeries and 
this is the market to which I remain attached to this day. After another redundancy 
in 1999, I decided there was no security anywhere and I may just as well be self-
employed offering my sales skills to the highest bidder Ð another failure, but the Lord 
has generally been good to us.

During this time so many other things have happened on a personal front. While on 
holiday in 1978, I met a lovely girl called Lesley at a CHA holiday centre in the Lake 
District. In 1980, we got married, so the acronym CHA is true Ð Catch Husbands 
Association Ð and we celebrated 25 years very happily together, last August. It has 
not all been plain sailing.  

We intended to start a family in 1983 but our daughter, Keren, did not arrive till February 
1990 but, with that marvellous thing called hindsight, we can see the Lord had his 
plans all the way through, as much as it can really feel tough at the time. 

Expecting that to be the only child we have it was fantastic when Andrew arrived on 
the scene in July 1994. He did choose the same day as his motherÕs birthday to arrive 
but we will forgive him for that, at least it is a day I cannot forget in the calendar. At 
the time you are likely to be reading this we shall be in the middle of GCSE exams so 
prayers for all families such as ours would be appreciated.

For the future, changes are in the air as I want to concentrate on helping a new local 
company sell GP websites and secure services and also concentrate on being your 
national secretary, to try and fulÞl the role superbly managed by Clifford for the last 
17 years. I hope I can stay the pace for that length of time and with the LordÕs help I 
aim to do just that if youÕll have me.



This is a new experience for me and a job that appears to be 
getting bigger every week, both in terms of what needs to be 
done and what it would be good to do. So far, the task is very 
practical Ð what am I doing and where do I store everything, and 
CliffordÕs garage still has more hidden away for me to collect. His 
is going to be a tough act to follow and one, with the LordÕs and 
your guidance, I am going to thoroughly enjoy.
As I mentioned at the conference we all need to Þnd ways of 
increasing the membership of BMM and I am prepared to come 
to a menÕs group near you to give a presentation on our fantastic 
organisation and its auxiliaries in the earnest hope that it will 
awaken real interest in Christian menÕs activities. This is only going 

to happen by much prayer, your input and interest and your initial contact.
If you are the only member of BMM in your church and you want interest in BMM to 
grow then do contact me. If you know of a menÕs group with no membership of BMM 
then make contact with both them and me to make suitable arrangements. It does not 
really matter where in the UK this might occur, as we will arrange to cover it. All I ask 
is that you make the initial approach and contact me with details.
If you require any leaßets, booklets or information for an event or to place at the back 
of your church then I have stocks that I would love to move rather than just store. Do 
not forget to mention BMM in your local church and other events and opportunities 
that occur. If we as a membership do not let the people know then no one is going 
to do it for us.

Bryan Orchard
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Rural people in Mongolia depend on their animals Ð primarily 
sheep and goats but also cattle and horses. However if the snow 
is too deep during winter, animals canÕt forage. If this persists the 
animals die Ð as have an estimated 11 million over the past four 
years when there have been persistent heavy snows. Because 
grass grows sparsely on the steppes in any case, there is no 
tradition of making hay. However there are Þelds outside the city 
of  Bayankhongor which can be irrigated Ð some are being used 
for vegetables and others are currently unused. A hay project has 
therefore been proposed. 

The project will be led by an American agriculturalist, Dustin Baker, 
seconded from World Relief, to work with Joint Christian Services 

International, a consortium established in Mongolia in 1991.

The three year project is 
designed to lead to sel f-
sufÞciency, with local people 
intensively growing irrigated 
grass and making hay, Þrst for 
their own animals and also 
selling the surplus to other 
herders.  Thirty farmers will 
participate initially with per-
haps 200 people beneÞting 
di rectl y.  Addi ti onal l y 
the fields wi l l  serve as a 
demonstration, encouraging 
others to take up the idea.

OA is sending £6,000 for the 
Þrst year.

�#�O�N�G�O���#�A�L�L�I�N�G
We were encouraged by the 
interest in the new Congo Calling appeal/resources pack at the Baptist Assembly. The 
videos are available this year on DVD or VHS cassette, and we can send you OHP 
transparencies or a CD. 

Many churches employ our materials at harvest but they are suitable for use at any 
time of year.  Perhaps you could organise an OA event, if only on a small scale?  

Please do contact Malcolm Drummond if he can help: (020) 8803 0113 or log on to 
www.operationagri.org.uk.

Russell Ashley-
Smith

A mixed flock of sheep and goats on the Mongolian 
steppe.  photo: Peter Harwood

The Lord is certainly moving the work of Tools With A Mission 
forward at a pace. Just two years ago we took out a lease on new 
premises in Bailey Close and now the opportunity has arisen for 
us to purchase the building. The owner has decided he would 
like to sell the unit and offered us the opportunity to purchase 
before he went on the Ôopen marketÕ.

The directors thought that as far as TWAM was concerned this 
was too good an opportunity to miss and one which would only 
come once in a lifetime. After praying about the matter, they 
decided that they were sufÞciently conÞdent that God was placing 
this challenge before them. An offer was made, which led to the 
eventual agreement by the owner to sell the freehold to us for 
£270,000. TWAM is currently engaged in raising interest free loans, and other gifts, to 
enable them proceed with the purchase. 

We give thanks to God for His provision.  This is a big step of faith, but one which 
we believe we are being led to take in order to secure the future work and ministry of 
TWAM. 

Martin recently visited Tanzania and earlier I had been to Uganda. Both of us, although 
visiting different countries, came back with the same conclusion: We need to do more 
to help those who live in poverty. In Uganda approx three per cent of the population are 
considered as being rich. Between Þve and 15 per cent are well off and the remainder 
between poor and very poor. ItÕs this last group we are seeking to help. 

Many are asking for help in the form of tools and equipment but cannot Þnd the funding to 
cover the shipment costs. As I write, we have a consignment for Nigeria that is desperately 
needed but the prospective recipients simply cannot Þnd the full cost of the shipment 
charges. This situation can be repeated time and time again. If we had the funds we could 

help by funding part of 
the shipping costs. Tools 
are never a problem, but 
finding the shipping 
costs often are.  

Your gi ft as a MenÕs 
Group, or church, will 
help us to impact on 
poverty in Africa, and 
in other parts of the 
world. Why not support 
an individual shipment 
or a whole container 
load from your church 
or group this harvest?

Bill Dewhurst

Bill Dewhurst:
‘Taking a big step of 
faith’

The TWAM stall at the Baptist Assembly, raising awareness of 
its work around the world

Double-click here to edit text.
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I have recently attended two events which impressed upon me how fortunate we are 
as Christians in the UK. 
The Þrst was the annual Baptist Assembly at Brighton.  It is always good to meet up 
with other Baptists, especially when your own  church membership is around the 20 
number. The bonus at the Assembly is that we get so much encouragement from the 
Baptist Union and from BMS World Mission.  The BUGB publishes information on 
almost every conceivable subject and the annual video invariably shows what can be 
done in Christian outreach despite outdated buildings and small congregations. The 
recognition of new ministers and of missionary families leaving the UK to work abroad 
is always both humbling and inspiring.  The pastoral care of David Coffey and Alistair 
Brown for the Baptist family is always evident.  What amazing resources we Baptists 
have at Didcot. 
The second event was the Christian Resources Exhibition.  I always enjoy this event.  
There are exhibitors for every aspect of life Ð health, families, holidays Þnancial, 
pensions, church buildings and everything that goes into them, the bookstalls and 
aids for teaching every age-group.  I love the stands selling puppets in their little 
tailored jeans and hand-knitted sweaters, the craft stalls and the clerical vestment 
stands (always very busy)  with their amazingly colourful and sometimes theatrical 
fashions. Of particular interest was a stand selling computers and projectors for use 
in church complete with a programme including three different translations of the 
Bible.  If the preacher quotes chapter and verse one can press a key or two and have 
the verse instantly on the screen.  
I wonder what William Carey and the Wesleys would think of that if they came back 
today?  There seems to be a resource for everything Ð at a price! Both events have 
challenged me to think afresh about our missionaries.  How hard they have to work 
and always on a shoestring. They are not in a position to buy something off the shelf 
but have to make their own puppets, produce training materials etc  and have to do 
their own Bible study.  Surely, we at home who have so much should be a generous 
resource for them.  

It is a good to be chal lenged 
from time to time so that we can 
look again at what we do, how 
we do it, and try to do it better 
Ð prayerfully and Þnancially.  Oh! 
And how about offering to pay for 
a magazine for a missionary or one 
of their children?  A magazine is a 
great resource for them and really 
makes their day. 
If you can help. I would love to 
hear from you. 

Audrey Sheppard 
(Tel 01225 767603) Audrey Sheppard at the MLA stand at the Baptist 

Assembly in Brighton

The time has come round again for the annual update on the ministry 
of tapes for those who are visually impaired. The current circulation 
is just over 100 copies and all the preparation and recording is 
undertaken by a team from Abingdon Baptist Church. Geoff Pratt 
and Bill White prepare the material throughout the month which is 
selected from The Baptist Times and BMS World MissionÕs magazine. 
How do they agonise on just what should be included.

Four readers, assembled from a pool of people Ð two for side A and 
two for side B Ð record the master tape. The recording usually starts 
at 7pm and completed by 9.15pm Ð providing there are not too 
many coughs and difÞculties with pronunciation.

After the equipment is cleared away, the tape is taken to BillÕs home 
at Didcot, some eight miles away, where the BMM tape copier is kept. This means that 
early on the Thursday morning, Bill copies the tapes and prepares them for distribution 
in the post-free pouches. The plan then is to ensure they are in the postal system as soon 
as possible.  As soon as one tape is completed, work begins on the next. While this is 
an exacting task, the team count it a privilege and recognise this is a very important 
ministry.

Just recently, the introduction of some sacred music and hymns have been included 
which, according to the many comments made, have been appreciated. It is always good 
to received letters from listeners, and I have included extracts from them here.

‘What a lovely surprise to hear the pleasure of listening to How Sweet The Name 
of Jesus Sounds to a tune we have never sung … it was wonderful.’ ‘The hymn 
was very welcome – so much so that I played it several times!’

News has just been made known that Bill White, who has been involved with Tapes for 
the Blind from the beginning, is experiencing difÞculties in preparing the script on a 
bi-monthly basis due to problems with his sight, but feels able at present to continue to 
copy the tapes for distribution. Please pray that we will Þnd a replacement to assist in 
the script preparation. Our thanks to God for dedication and faithful service.

There are challenges ahead. From the outset, the recordings have been made using 
the standard C90 cassette, but with the demise of this within the not too distant future, 
consideration will need to be given to producing the information on a CD with the inherent 
cost of replacement recording and copying equipment, while not forgetting the listeners 
who will need to own disc players. Postal distribution is also a matter of concern and an 
equivalent carrying pouch must be determined. 

There is a need to look at this matter subjectively soon in order that we are prepared for 
such a change which will inevitably ha ve a major cost implementation.
If you know of anyone with impaired vision and who would welcome a tape let Bill 
White know. Call (01235) 510433, or write to 12 Loddon Drive, Didcot, Oxfordshire 
OX11 7QA.
On behalf of the team from Abingdon Baptist Church, I thank you for your support in 
prayer. Please remember the team as the script is prepared for the monthly recording 
and copying for the many listeners who look forward to receiving news of the work and 
witness of our Baptist family in this country and overseas.

Bill White



Robert is 17. Some days he feels turned 
on from the moment he wakes to the 
time he drifts off into a restless sleep. 
ÒNo sex outside of marriageÓ, they tell 
him at the church youth group. Did they 
never go through adolescence? How do 
you control this constant sexual urge? 
Surely the stuff he looks at on the ladsÕ 
mags sites is harmless enough? Not even 
pornography is it? They wouldnÕt have it 
on the shelves in every news outlet if it 
were, would they?

Greg knows that what he looks at is 
pornography but it is just so wonderful 
at the time. He has a long term partner 
of course, but after being with her for a 
year or so, sex has become rather boring 
really. Certainly when compared with the 
variety of women you can see on the net. 
Endless novelty there. Much better than 
just having sex with one person Ð at least 
in the build-up. But afterwards there is 
only one real person there Ð Greg. The 
rest is fantasy, but never mind; it might 

be better on the next site.

Steve has been married for more than 20 years. In the beginning he thought his love 
for his wife, Sue would last for ever. They were made for each other Ð emotionally, 
spiritually and physically, a match made in heaven. Steve canÕt remember how it was 
he logged on to his Þrst gay website but he does remember being fascinated by it and 
now it turns him on more than Sue. SheÕd die if she knew and heÕd never consider 
having sex with another real man Ð too risky. But with the net, itÕs safe enough and 
sheÕll never know so it canÕt harm her. Can it?

At last yearÕs Christian Viewpoint for Men (CVM) conference, totally unplanned yet 
divinely prompted, God spoke to many of those present about the issue of pornography. 
On the Þrst evening, Richard Meryon said, ÔPornography is a cancer that is crippling 
the body of Christ and preventing many men from having an effective witness for 
ChristÕ. I believe he is right; pornography is possibly the number one obstacle that 
prevents men from having a close relationship with God. Porn at best blunts and at 
worse stißes effective vibrant Christian living and witness.

There are many reasons for this but one foundational factor is that our spirituality 
and our sexuality are intimately linked. The New Testament likens the love of Christ 
for the church to the love between husband and wife (including, but not restricted 

to, its sexual aspect). The Old Testament also speaks of GodÕs love for us being like 
that of a lover for his partner. The Bible is not a book for prudes and speaks explicitly 
about sexual intimacy. ÔFind joy with the wife of your youthÉlet her breasts satisfy 
you always. May you always be captivated by her loveÕ (Prov 5:18-19). I have never 
heard that verse quoted in a sermon and a delegate at the CVM conference said he 
had never heard the word ÔmasturbationÕ mentioned in church in 40 years. 

How strange that seems when recent surveys have shown that a quarter of requests 
to search engines are to pornographic sites, 20 per cent of men and 13 per cent of 
women say they have accessed porn at work and porn sites from around 12 per cent 
of the total of all websites.

Pornography sooner or later spells problems. In the recent book Searching for Intimacy, 
I have spelt out how pornography sells sex short by encouraging sex without reality, 
relationship, release, respect or restraint. It can be very addictive too. How many of 
the men from all walks of life (including Christians among them) thought when they 
began surÞng the net for porn, that they would have the police knocking on their door 
as part of Operation Ore? 

Help for the porn addict is available. CARE has an extensive website dedicated to the 
issue and there are now several Christian web monitoring Þlter systems which can be 
very helpful. These and other useful resources are listed below.

However for most people, the power of the addiction will mean making yourself 
accountable to someone. Choosing who to conÞde in needs some care but the 
advantage of having someone who knows and who can openly ask you about progress, 
is invaluable. Forging the bonds of true friendship and loyalty in such a relationship 
can do much in itself to defuse the isolation that often starts or fuels porn addiction. 
Women are different in their sexual natures to men but another reason why porn is 
not so much a temptation to women is that they have a larger social network of friends 
than most men. BMM can play a vital part in developing networks that lead men into 
a purer devotion to Christ that will enable them to witness wholeheartedly without 
the sense of hypocrisy that inevitably comes from viewing porn.

�2�E�S�O�U�R�C�E�S��
http://www.care.org.uk/anon
http://www.covenanteyes.com

Searching for Intimacy: Pornography,the Internet and the XXX Factor, edited by Lyndon 
Bowring, Authentic Media 2005, £8.99 ISBN: 1850785856

Editor’s note:
You can download a free Þlter for your Windows surÞng, which my pastor thinks has 
been written by a Christian in Australia. This free Þlter blocks access to adult websites 
and can be downloaded from: http://www.5star-shareware.com/Windows/Internet/
ParentalControl/parentalÞlter.html. Alternatively, use Google Ôparental controlÕ to Þnd 
a link to download the programme. And like any Þltering programme, make sure you 
donÕt set the password Ð get a friend or relative to do that and ensure that they donÕt 
tell you what it is.


