Patent Leather Waltz

ar: Gaden Sippersin waltz time

arr. Lynn Ncel fran ord histories d the Tilton, NH shee factaries
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Bridge (after verse3)

8\
* &)
fwﬂ\ L/ —
[y = & & o—e—=o
a7 Oh, them ol - den dip-pers ae lad a-way And | an't gon- na wear 'em 'til my
0
K
[ an :
‘ o @ T @ o o
& » -
a1 wed-ding day And that long tailed coat that | used to wear I'm  savin' it for climb-in' up the
o)
2
&
< =. LA
45 ol - den dar. Oh, them gd - den dip - pers, oh, them
8\
K
| o e
- v @ w9 ® b - v @
49 gd - den dlip-pers, gd - den  dip- pers I'm gon- na wear be - caue they look so
0
K i
[ an |
‘ — — — & - —
& bd = b =
5y e oy feet Oh, them od - den dlip- pers, ah, them
o)
= , %
1 ‘ 1
v v U @ b
gd - den  dlip- pers, gd - den dip-pers I'm gon- na wear to cross  the gd - den
57 : . )
A Coda (withaslightritard.)
A :
: < P |
& & —+ &
5 = =
o1 street. Give me pa - tent lea - ther for
0
K
[ an
D} : — >
» =
65 wdtz - ing on S - tur - days— Then you'l e my
o)
K - !
f(\\ =
‘ —— 1
shoss  of pa - tent lea - ther wadltz.




Patent Leather Waltz

Down comesthe gamping press, round goesthe pulley,

and ontomy last comesthe sde of aboot
Pieceit and gitd it, cement it and laceit, and
Off of thelinerollsabrown leathe boot.

REFRAIN

Last in the rhythm, I'mlastingfor hours

Of stampi ngand stitchingand lasting 'til Saturday night
When | leave off these brown leather button boots

Then you'll see my shaes of patent leather waltz.

Wonderful waltzes and two-geps and tangos

I'm lighter than air in my patent leathea shoes
Then comeMonday, it'sbackto my lagt, and I'm
Naled to thefloor in my brown leather boots
REFRAIN

BEvery day on theline my handsmakehundreds
My fed have jugt onepar of brown leather boats
Thetoeslet therain in, therés newspaper lining
Thehdesin the solesof my brown leather boots
REFRAIN

NOTESON THE SONGMAKING

Oh, 0 ®ngble, surdy and practicd

M ade by the thousands, these brown lesther boots
Give me patent lesther for waltzing on Sgturdays
Then you'll see my shoes of patent leather wdtz.

(cut time, brighter tempo)

Oh, them golden dippersarelaid away

And 1 an't gonnawear 'em 'til my wedding day
And that long-tailed coat that | used to wear
I'm savin' it for climbin' up the golden dair.

Oh, them golden slippers, oh, them gdden sli pers,
Gdden dli ppers I'm gonna wear

Because they laok so neat an my feet

Oh, them golden slippers, oh, them gdden dli pers,
Gaden dlippers I'm gonna wear tocras the gdden street.

(back to watz time)
Give me patent lesther for waltzing on Sgturdays
Then you'll see my shoes of patent leather wdtz.

This song was made in the third year of an ongoing resi dency with the Belknap Mill in Laconia, NH. After two
cycles of warking directly with the Mill's educati an program, the Laconi a Chamber of Comnrerce praposed and
sponsored a cambination outreach/research program to four nursinghames in the Lakes Reg on, to present the songs

compoased so far and callect more aral histories.

We had identi fied many resi dents who had came from French Queloec toin the textile millsin Laconi a on this
tour, we met anather group whowarked in the shoe factories in nearby Tilton. T hey decided that ashoe song
would ke a logcal fdlonvup to our stackingsongl They tdd of their poverty in the Thirties, when they owned only
one pair of the hated, ugy boats they made all day; but on the weekends they loved to godancingat the
community hall in shiny black patent leather slippers. When asked what tunes they remembered danci ngtq they
chorused, " dn, those wonderful waltzes™ and named " Gdden Sippers.”

WL, it may nat have been a watz arignally, but they dovi ously remembered it that way, sohere it is: Gaden
Sippers in waltz time, with the true story of how "golden slippers” are made in Tilton, NH.
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