
“. . .walk worthily. . .”  from the Book of Philippians

Scripture Block:  Pp 1:1-11

Theme: GOD’S EXPECTATION OF FRUITFUL SERVICE

Life verse:  Pp 1:9-11

Today’s passage:  Pp 1:11

Day 28

    Notes Interpretation

“. . .being filled with the fruit of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to
(God’s expectation)                                  (the grace means)

the glory and praise of God.”
      (the ultimate result)

We have seen that God has imputed his righteousness to us—and it is a
fundamental expectation of the Christian Life that we produce fruit compatible
with that righteousness!

ÿ Now I know exactly what every well meaning Christian will do as the
truth of God’s expectation of fruitful service sinks in—they will try
their best to be obedient.

ÿ At this point, let me make a very bold statement:  There is no
legitimate service, i.e. gold, silver and precious stones (1 Cr 3:12),
apart from that done “through” Jesus Christ.  In grace, God has
provided a means to live the Christian Way of Life and nothing else is
acceptable to him!

ÿ This no doubt seems strange to many; but as is typical, everything
about the Christian Way of Life is “unnatural” to those who bring with
them human viewpoint.  It takes time and study to become familiar
with and accustomed to seeing things from God’s perspective.

Let me try to make the plan of God clear by looking at three chapters in the book
of Romans.

1) The 6th chapter of Romans unyieldingly states one aspect of the Christian Life,
i.e. we are not to continue in sin, even for the purpose of manifesting the grace of
God.  In fact, it lays out the principle—we have “died to sin” (Rm 6:2-3)!

2) Rom 6 continues by developing an amazing truth:  not only did Christ pay the
penalty for our sin through his death on the cross (1 Pt 2:24), but he identified us
with his death that the power of sin might be broken (Rm 6:6).  In other words,
the cross of Christ is my cross!
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3) At this point, we can say hallelujah and go about being obedient to the
requirements of God’s Word.  As we do, we will come face to face with the
problem so eloquently described in the 7th chapter of Romans—“For what I want
to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. . .I know that nothing good lives in me, that
is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry
it out.”

4)  You see the cross broke the power of our sinful nature, but it didn’t eradicate
it.  Therefore, if we treat the Christian Life like a program to change self, then we
are in essence trying to rehabilitate the sin nature.  Not only is it impossible to
rehabilitate, improving self has already been rejected by God as a means
acceptable to him—that’s why the cross was necessary.  There is no other way
than to set aside self, and turn to the provision of God.

5) What then is the provision of God?  It jumps right out at us as we continue our
progression through the book of Romans.  Chapter 8:1-4 tells us that, “the
righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature, but according to the Spirit.”

6)  So in summary, God’s provision to live the Christian Way of Life begins with
breaking the power of the sin nature, through our identification with the death and
burial of Jesus Christ.  The ministry of the Spirit is not to rehabilitate self, but to
hold it in the place of crucifixion.    What’s more, we have also been identified
with the resurrection of Christ, in fact we are to consider ourselves alive unto
God, as new creatures, in Christ Jesus (Rm 6:11).  The role of the Holy Spirit is
also to minister to this new life that we might produce fruit compatible with our
imputed righteousness, which brings us right back to Pp 1:11.

Think through these awesome truths.  We will move into a few more specifics in
our next lesson.


