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Apple’s Notebook 
Market Share Climbs

to 17.6 Percent
by Jim Dalrymple

While Apple may be focusing a lot of its attention 
on the iPhone lately, consumers are clearly still 
interested in the company’s computer offerings. 
Data from one market research firm shows Apple’s 
notebook business broke 17 percent while another 
research firm said Apple has moved into third place 
among computer makers.

According to NPD, Apple’s U.S. retail notebook 
market share for June 2007 was 17.6 percent, an 
increase of 2.2 percentage points over the same 
period last year when Apple posted a 15.4 percent 
market share.

As good as the notebooks are doing, Apple’s overall 
standing among computer makers is up too.
According to data from research firm IDC, Apple’s 
continued rise in computer sales puts it in third place 
overall among all computer makers in the U.S. This 
is the first time since 1996 that Apple finds itself this 
high on the list of top selling manufacturers.

Dell took the top spot with HP coming in second 
place of total unit sales. With Apple taking the 
number three spot, Gateway and Acer round out 
the top five.

The good news continues for Apple — with 
increased notebook sales pushing it forward, the 
company now has an overall market share of 5.9 
percent, up 1.1 percentage points from the 4.8 
percent it posted this time last year.

In its most recent financial quarter Apple sold 
1.76 million Macs, a 33-percent rise over what it 
shipped in the third quarter of 2006 and 2.5 times 
the industry-wide growth rate published by market-
research firm IDC.

Mac sales for the quarter marked a record for the 
company, topping the previous quarterly high 
of 1.61 million Macs shipped during the fourth 
quarter of 2006.

While there was a rise in desktop sales for the 
quarter — 634,000 units compared to 529,000 
for the same period in 2006 — laptop unit sales 
skyrocketed 42 percent to 1.13 million portables. 

All told, 64 percent of the Macs sold during the 
quarter were laptops. 



Con’t on  page 3, iMovie ‘08

from TidBits

First Look: iMovie ‘08
It’s a whole new world for iLife’s 

video-editing component
By Jeff Carlson

Take what you know about iMovie, put it into an 
imaginary box, and store that box in a corner of 
your brain for now. When Steve Jobs unveiled iLife 
‘08 (Best Current Price: $67.41) and mentioned that 
Apple is “completely replacing one of the key apps 
with something that takes it to a whole new level,” 
he wasn’t exaggerating. iMovie ‘08 is a completely 
new video editing program that just happens to have 
inherited the iMovie name.

For some, the application is a welcome change. Until 
recently, most video has been shot using camcorders 
that store high-quality video on MiniDV tape, but 
those tapes are piling up, unedited, because of the 
time it takes to import and fine tune the footage. 
iMovie ‘08 is designed to make video editing simple 
and fast.

For people who’ve used iMovie in its previous 
iterations, this new version may be especially 
frustrating. Not only does iMovie ‘08 throw out 
the familiar iMovie interface, it’s missing some 
features that have been used for years. It also ditches 
long-standing video editing conventions, such as 
timecode, in favor of simplicity, making iMovie 
‘08 feel a bit like Apple has 
created an iMovie Express.
iMovie ‘08 also has steeper 
system requirements: an Intel-
based Mac, a Power Mac G5 
with dual 2.0 GHz or faster 
processors, or an iMac G5 
at 1.9 GHz or faster. The 
iLife ‘08 installer retains the 
previous version of iMovie 
HD 6 on your hard drive if 
your machine doesn’t match 
the specs or you want to stick 
with what you know; for 
those buying a new Mac with 
just iLife ‘08 pre-installed, 

Apple has made iMovie HD 6 available as a free 
download.

Multi-format support
In the year and a half since iLife ‘06 debuted, the 
camcorder market has undertaken a shift away 
from tape-based cameras to those that store footage 
on MiniDVD discs, solid-state memory cards, and 
hard disk drives. Those media choices have also 
pushed manufacturers to come up with video 
file formats that can offer decent image quality 
while occupying much smaller storage spaces. 
Unfortunately, iMovie HD 6’s support for other 
formats was pretty limited-something many folks 
discovered after shooting video and discovering 
they couldn’t bring it into iMovie, or they needed 
to go through a conversion process using third-
party tools.

iMovie ‘08 finally catches up with the market by 
importing most current DVD and tapeless formats. 
I shot some test footage with a Sony HDR-SR5 
camcorder (Best Current Price: $794.95), which 
stores video in AVCHD (Advanced Video Codec 
High Definition) format on a built-in hard disk. 
When I connected the camera to my MacBook 
Pro via USB and launched iMovie ‘08, the Import 
window appeared, listing each clip and giving 
the option to import them all or individual clips. 
(The footage is transcoded into Apple Intermediate 

iMovie ‘08’s main interface
2



3

Con’t from Page 2, iMovie ‘08

Con’t on  page 4,  iMovie ‘08

Codec (AIC) for editing within the program; the 
same conversion applies to HDV (High Definition 
Video) format, which iMovie HD 5 first supported.) 
See Apple’s Web page for details about iMovie ‘08 
compatibility, including some important exceptions; 
the model from which I successfully imported 
footage is not listed there, probably because it was 
superseded by the HDR-SR7, which is on the list.

A new look, a new approach
At first glance, it’s obvious that this version of 
iMovie is different. The movie 
viewer is at the upper-right 
instead of the upper-left; the 
movie you build (formerly the 
timeline) now appears in the 
project browser at the upper-
left; and the lower half of the 
window is dedicated to your 
source materials-imported video 
as well as music, photos, titles, 
and transitions. It’s possible to 
also swap the project browser 
and the library (which puts the 
movie back at the bottom where, 
at least initially, it seems to 
belong).

Clips also take on a different 
appearance. Previous versions 
of iMovie gave you the choice 
of seeing either a high-quality 
thumbnail image of a clip’s first 
frame or a stretched out bar that 
indicated the clip’s duration. 
Now, you get a stretched out 
bar that contains multiple 
thumbnails, offering a filmstrip 
view of your video. You can 
adjust how many seconds of 
footage elapse before iMovie 
displays a new thumbnail: 
setting a slider to All shows 
each clip as a single thumbnail, 

while setting it to 1/2s (one-half 
second) offers more thumbnail 

images and therefore more granularity in previewing 
the footage without having to play it back in the 
viewer.

Gone are the single video track and two separate 
audio tracks. Instead, video clips dragged to the 
project pane appear like a paragraph of text: when 
a line of clips reaches the right edge of the pane, it 
breaks to the next line down (using a jagged edge to 
indicate when a clip is split across lines).

That doesn’t mean the “tracks” are gone, however. 

A song is pinned to a location in the video and shows up as the purple background. 
The green horizonal bars indicate other song snippets or sound effects. Just of fun, I’ve 

tossed some overlapping voiceovers into the mix. 

The library contains several contextual cues to indicate which bits of video are in use. 
Orange bars at the bottom of a clip indicate the portion is being used in the current 

project. Green clips hae been marked as favorites.



up blank when you play back that section of your 
movie. However, it would be nice to have the option 
of storing just the thumbnails on my main hard disk, 
so I could still look for footage in iMovie even if 
it’s not available (similar to how Aperture handles 
offline images).

The library contains several contextual cues to 
indicate which bits of video are in use. Orange bars 
at the bottom of a clip indicate the portion is being 
used in the current project. Green clips have been 
marked as favorites.

Similarly, all of your movie projects appear in a 
projects list instead of as separate iMovie files. Want 
to grab a sunset image from a movie you edited last 
month? Click the project name and find the footage 
without a single trip to the Finder or an Open 
dialog.

Skimming
Moving your mouse pointer over a clip “skims” 
its content: The preview pane displays the footage 
below the playhead, and the thumbnail does, too. 
When you’re reviewing lots of footage, you don’t 
have to tear your eyes away from the clips to see what 
appears in the preview. This is one of the principal 
time-saving features Jobs cited in his introduction, 
because you also don’t have to click a clip and play 
it back in real time.

Keyword support
A great and mostly hidden 
new feature is support for 
assigning keywords to your 
footage. By default, you 
can select a clip or range of 
footage in the library and 
click the Favorite button 
(or press F) for sections 
you like, or click the Reject 
Selection button (or press R) 
to help weed out the good 
and bad bits.

But that’s just the beginning. 
Open iMovie’s preferences 
and enable the Show 

advanced tools option to make 4 Con’t  on page  5 ,  iMovie  ‘08

Con’t from Page 3, iMovie ‘08
A song applied as background music appears, 
literally, behind the video in the pane, while other 
audio items such as other songs or sound effects 
show up as horizontal audio clips that can be 
stacked. It looks rather chaotic, but does provide 
for a more visual way to discern each elements 
compared to iMovie HD’s approach of layering 
sound snippets on top of each other in the audio 
tracks.

A song is pinned to a location in the video and 
shows up as the purple background. The green 
horizontal bars indicate other song snippets or 
sound effects. Just for fun, I’ve tossed some 
overlapping voiceovers into the mix.

Movie library
One of the welcome new features of iMovie HD 6 
was the capability to open more than one project 
file at once-well, that didn’t last long. We’re back 
to the single monolithic window, but with a good 
twist: iMovie ‘08 instead keeps track of all your 
video in a single library, the way iPhoto stores all 
your digital photos. Imported video is organized 
into Events, which are listed chronologically.

iMovie ‘08 can also handle offline video stored 
on external volumes, though in a more limited 
way than I’d like. If a hard drive isn’t mounted, 
the Events stored on it don’t appear in the library 
at all; if your project includes video from that 
Event, thankfully, the clip stays in place but comes 

Assign your keywords to footage to make it easier to find later.
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Mac Lab Back
 for 2007-08

Mac Lab is scheduled to move to 
Fairview Jr High School and the first 

of the weekly Wednesday meetings 
will be September 12th at 2:45 PM. 
Meetings will be in Room 23. This 

room faces East and is behind some 
portable classrooms.

Mac Lab cancelation days fall within 
the school holiday plan. Therefore, 

there will be NO meeting on: 11/21/07, 
12/26/07, 1/2/08, 4/2/08. The last 

meeting day will be 6/11/08.

If you have any questions contact:
 Warren Beauchene

697-6681 or at beaucomputer@aol.com

a Keywords HUD (or heads-up display) available, 
where you can create your own keywords and apply 
them to your footage. You can then use the Keyword 
Filter pane to display (or exclude) only the clips that 
match the keyword criteria.

Assign your own keywords to footage to make it 
easier to find later.

Video and audio adjustments
iMovie ‘08 offers a few video adjustment tools that 
take the place of some of iMovie HD’s effects (more 
on that later). A Video Adjustments HUD provides 
better control over settings such as exposure, 
saturation, and white point values. Clips can also 
now be cropped (you can finally remove the man 
in the ill-advised thong that turned up at the corner 
of your vacation video) and rotated in 90-degree 
increments (for those times when your still-photo 
instincts took over and you wanted to capture a 
waterfall lengthwise).

The audio in clips can be normalized to help avoid 
dramatic volume differences; the loudest portion is 
set to 100 percent and the rest of the clip is adjusted 
accordingly. iMovie ‘08 also supports “ducking,” 
which optionally lowers the background audio when 
new audio is introduced, such as a voiceover. You 
could accomplish that in iMovie HD manually by 
adjusting the audio levels within the clip, but that 
capability appears to be absent this time around.

More sharing options
There are now more options for getting video out of 

iMovie, including the capability to upload videos 
directly to YouTube. Clips can be saved in several 
different sizes, which are helpfully displayed in 
a table indicating which devices and services 
(iPhone, Apple TV, .Mac) are supported. An option 
to Publish to Movie Browser formats the video so 
that it can be used by programs such as the rest of the 
iLife suite and iWork that use Apple’s architecture 
for sharing media in this way.
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Disclaimer
The KMUG Newsletter is a compilation of information related to the Macintosh community or areas 
which impact Macintosh computing. Content comes from a variety of sources: contributions, other 
user groups or internet news sources. All articles are given full credit for the author and it’s source. 
The information presented in the KMUG Newsletter does not reflect the opinion of KMUG, but is 

presented for it’s informational content.
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After you grant YouTube permission to accept 
content from iMovie, you can upload files directly 
to the service.

Missing in “Action!”
After I got past the shock of how different iMovie 
‘08 is compared to previous versions and played 
with it for a while, I realized that much of the same 
functionality is still present in this re-engineered 
application. But not everything, and some of the 
omissions could be enough to turn iMovie editors 
away from this version.

For example, iMovie ‘08 can’t open old iMovie 
projects. It’s always been a good idea to finish a 
project in whatever version of iMovie you started 
it in, but this time around you have no choice. 
iMovie ‘08 can import old projects, but only in 
the sense that it’s sucking in the raw footage; 
forget about transitions, effects, and the like.

The much heralded themes of iMovie HD 6 are 
also gone, although several of iMovie ‘08’s titles 
now incorporate lower-third imagery reminiscent 
of some of the old theme designs.

After you grant YouTube permission to accept content from iMovie, 
you can upload files directly to the service.

Unfortunately, iMovie ‘08 also offers no support for 
third-party plug-ins, choking off (for now 
anyway) a healthy niche business that has 
provided effects and transitions not found in 
iMovie itself.

Forget about the convenience of setting 
bookmarks to locate sections of your movie 
while editing.

Gone, too, are DVD chapter markers-Apple 
clearly believes that the future of distribution 
is online or via mobile devices, because the 
link between iMovie and iDVD is now tenuous 
at best. You’ll have to export your movie to 

QuickTime, open it in iMovie HD 6, and add markers 
there before pushing it out to iDVD if you want to 
retain the capability to have multiple chapters on a 
DVD.

But most disturbing to me, as a longtime iMovie 
editor, is the absence of timecode. Footage is no 
longer expressed in terms of minutes:seconds:frames, 
a standard adopted by the rest of Apple’s video 
offerings. Everything is counted in seconds and tenths 
of seconds, making it far more difficult to perform 
precise editing.

But that really gets to the core of iMovie ‘08. It was 
designed to cut together video quickly, to make it easy 
to tape your buddies driving grocery carts downhill in 
the middle of the night and then post the video online. 
People looking for more control, Apple seems to be 
saying, should explore 

Final Cut Express or Final Cut Pro
Current iMovie HD users are in for some adjustments, 
and I’m hoping Apple doesn’t wait a year to fill in 
gaps such as support for third-party plug-ins and DVD 
chapter markers. But for those who are experiencing 
iMovie and video editing for the first time, iMovie 
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Need some technical assistance?
There are several local people who are in the business of providing technical assistance 
for the Mac. You may have seen and heard them making presentations and answering 
questions at KMUG meetings. If you need help, look at the Professional Technical 
Assistance Referral  area on the KMUG Website.

http://www.homepage.mac.com/kmug1

Con’t from page 6, iMovie ‘08

Con’t on  page 8,  Weekly Tips

‘08 might be just exactly what they need.  

Jeff Carlson is the managing editor of TidBits and the author 
of iMovie HD 6 and iDVD 6 for Mac OS X: Visual QuickStart 
Guide (Peachpit Press, 2006).

from MacCentral

Apple Lays
AppleWorks to Rest

by Peter Cohen
Apple’s venerable consumer application suite 
AppleWorks has finally been laid to rest. Visits to 
the company’s Web site URL for AppleWorks now 
redirect users to Apple’s iWork ‘08 instead.

AppleWorks, first conceived as ClarisWorks, 
developed by Apple’s software subsidiary Claris, 
contained word processing, graphics, database, 
spreadsheet and communications tools. As Claris 
focused on development and marketing of the 
popular FileMaker Pro database software (indeed, 
eventually rechristening itself FileMaker Inc. in the 
process), Apple subsumed development and called 
the program AppleWorks.

AppleWorks was ultimately updated for Mac OS X 
but languished thereafter — no further development 
was forthcoming. Following Apple’s transition 
to Intel microprocessors, AppleWorks’ moribund 
status became more apparently — the software 
never received a Universal binary facelift.

Apple debuted iWork in 2005 — a suite of 
applications that originally consisted of Pages, a 
word processing and page layout application, and 
Keynote, a presentation software package perceived 
as an Apple alternative to Microsoft PowerPoint.

At the time of iWork ‘05’s introduction, Apple senior 
vice president of Applications Sina Tamaddon 
said that Apple was “building the successor to 
AppleWorks.” But without a spreadsheet application, 
iWork was sorely lacking in functionality.

That’s changed with iWork ‘08’s release last week. 
The newest application bundled in iWork is called 
Numbers, and it offers users spreadsheet calculation 
capabilities and visual display tools. iWork ‘08 can 
import Appleworks word processing, presentation 
and spreadsheet files, as well.  

from the DVMUG ApplePRESS

Weekly Tips 
By: Brenda Boswell, DVMUG Director

Control Your Printer 
It’s not easy to check on a print job after the computer 
has sent it to the printer, but you’ll probably need to 
do it at one time or another, for example to cancel a 
stalled job. Planning ahead simplifies the chore.

When you issue the print command, the printer’s 
icon appears just for a moment in the Dock while 

the computer is sending the job to the printer. In that 
brief moment, control-click on the icon (click while 
holding down the Control key, the one marked 
“ctrl” on some Macs). A popup menu will appear 
that includes the command “Keep in Dock.” Click 
on that, and when the print job is complete the icon 
will still be there.

Then, next time a print job stalls, click on the printer 
icon to get a window showing its status. Chances 
are it will list the job and say “Job stopped.” Click 
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from Mac911

Two iWeb Tips
By Christopher Breen

Reader Amal Chandaria has taken an interest in 
iWeb ‘08. He writes: “I have iWeb ‘08 as a part of 
iLife ‘08. I have a question. Is it possible to create 
hidden pages in iWeb? Every time you make a page, 
it shows up at the top. I would like to have it so 
certain pages can be only accessed through certain 
links in the website itself, therefore being ‘hidden 
pages’. How do I do this?”

Easily enough. Just select the page you want to 
hide in iWeb’s Source list, choose View -> Show 
Inspector, click the Page tab in the resulting 
Inspector window, and disable the Include Page 
in Navigation Menu option. The link to that page 
(or set of pages if you’ve added a template such as 
Blog) will disappear from the site’s navigation bar.

After posting that response at the Mac 911 blog, 
reader Gary asked this follow-up: “Is it also possible 
to post a hidden page, without having the viewer of 
that page see the user name in the URL of your .Mac 
(or other) page (i.e. where they wouldn’t know to 
go to mac.com/joeblow/etc... and see your family 
pictures)? For instance, if you wanted to create a 

page with photos for an online forum that you 
participate with, but you don’t necessarily want 
to share your family photos and memories with 
them?”

I approach this from the other way around. Apple 
and other media-sharing sites such as Flickr allow 
you to wall off areas of your life and expose them 
to just select groups of people -- your family 
and friends, for example. I take advantage of 
this feature by password-protecting such iWeb 
projects as family photo albums, personal movies, 
and scrapbook-like blogs.

Doing so is easy in all versions of iWeb. Just select 
your site in iWeb’s Site list, choose View -> Show 
Inspector, click the Site tab, click the Password 
tab within the Site tab, and enable the Make My 
Published Site Private option. Enter a username and 
password for your site and email the site’s address 
and username and password to your nearest and 
dearest. If someone does manage to guess or learn 
the URL of your site, they’re still blocked by the 
username and password requirement.

Want to read more about iWeb? Check out Jason 
Cranford Teague’s first look at the new version at 
Macworld.com.  

on “Start jobs”— sometimes that works, but some 
things just won’t print; it may be because the file 
is damaged (maybe saving it under another name 
will help) or, if it’s a long or complicated document, 
because the printer doesn’t have enough RAM (yes, 
printers have their own memory) to handle it. The 
next step is to delete the stalled job from the list—
the print queue—and start over. (Deleting it from 
the print queue will NOT delete it from the hard 
drive.) If it’s a long job, saving it as smaller chunks 
might work. The key is to use the printer’s window 
to remove the job that’s stalled so the printer will 
work again.

Another Account 
Do your grandchildren want to play games on your 
computer when they visit? Or do your children want 
to check their e-mails or surf the Web when they 

come? If so, you should take advantage of Mac OS 
X’s multiuser features to set up an account for them 
on your computer. That way, they won’t rearrange 
your “stuff” while they do their chores or play their 
games, and you can keep your private documents 
private.

A “test” account is also helpful if you’re having 
problems. If you can do something in a test account 
that won’t work when you’re using your regular 
account, that narrows the problem down to one 
of your account’s settings and means that the 
computer is basically healthy. It’s easy to set up an 
additional account. Just go to System Preferences 
> Accounts and click the little padlock at the 
bottom of the window to open it. It will ask you 
for your administrative password, then unlock so 
you can click the “+”sign at the bottom of the list 



“Accept” of the site’s terms and conditions before 
using the connection.

A caveat, however—online banking or buying may 
not be as secure on a wireless network as on a wired 
network. Be extra careful that you are dealing with a 
secure site, indicated by “https” instead of just plain 
“http” in the site’s URL (the “s” stands for “secure” 
and indicates that the information is encrypted). And 
have a great trip!  
 
The ApplePRESS is the newsletter of the Diablo Valley 
Macintosh User Group located in Concord, CA. Brenda 
Boswell is on the DVMUG Board of Directors.  
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Luncheon  Meeting

KMUG Minutes 
August 16 2007

Meeting opened with Don Diehl introducing Bob 
Denby introducing Sgt. Eric Bockelie from the Kitsap 
County Sheriff’s Division, who’s presentation was on 
identity theft and senior security issues.

A successful presentation of solid information, 
interesting anecdotes, and humor caught even the 
most drowsy of us. And all of this was respectfully 
offered to us as the individuals most able to protect 
ourselves if we have the appropriate information and 
warning.

Meeting time ran out with members around the 
speaker still asking questions.

Attendance? Seating was full except for the space 
under the wall screen.( I was so absorbed in the pre-
sentation and the speaker’s expertise that I forgot to 
count. GE).  

Submitted: Gerry Erickson, Acting Secretary

(Note: The minutes do not due justice to the presentation infor-
mation and the speaker’s expertise. If you missed the meeting, 
contact the Sheriff’s Office about future presentations on this 
subject, and the handouts: ID Theft, and, Take Charge:Fighting 
Back Against Identity Theft. GE)

Con’t from  page 8,  Weekly Tips
of accounts on your machine. Then just name your 
new account and select an appropriate picture. You 
don’t need to put in a password for this account 
unless the users will be creating documents, etc.

If you like, you can make the new account a 
“standard” account that doesn’t have the privilges 
of adding software or making major changes to the 
machine—just don’t click in the box next to “Allow 
user to administer the computer” when you set the 
account up. That way, the kids won’t be able to 
mess anything up TOO badly! Some laptop owners 
use a standard account for their regular work; that 
way, if their laptop is stolen, the thief at least has to 
work at it to make changes.

WiFi on Vacation 
Nowadays, a WiFi-enabled laptop is an essential 
vacation companion. Information on local activities 
and attractions, weather, traffic, and much more are 
readily available on the Web, continuously updated 
with the latest changes.

There are wireless networks (hotspots) everywhere. 
Many moderate-price motel chains offer this service 
for free (pricier places, oddly enough, sometimes 
charge extra for it). And of course there’s libraries, 
a few public buildings, Starbucks (they charge)...
and there’s a Web site that lists WiFi networks. 
At www.jiwire.com you can search for free and 
pay hotspots by location (city, airport, ZIP code), 
provider (for example, T-Mobile if you have an 
account with them), and location type (bar, disco, 
gas station, etc.)— know before you go.

A Mac with WiFi can sense if there’s a network 
nearby, although network detectors like those made 
by Kensington and Iomega, which look like flash 
drives, are a bit more convenient that wandering 
around with an open MacBook. Sometimes such 
networks are password-protected, like Rossmoor’s; 
sometimes users can just click on the network name 
to log on.

Often the procedure in a motel will be that the 
browser is directed to the provider’s Web page 
and the user must fill in a sign-in form or click on 
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