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The first is simply to use one
of the several choices available
when you choose to “SAVE AS”

President Emeritus
Reading Others’ Documents
Have you experienced the problem of trying to send
a word-processing document to somebody with a
different word processor? If you create a document
in AppleWorks and send it to a correspondent who
uses Microsoft Word you will probably hear from
them that they could not open it. There are several
ways to over- come this problem, and I will attempt
to share a couple of them with you.

in AppleWorks. As you can see in

Figure 1, where the main choice is AppleWorks, if
you click and hold there is a pull-down menu that
allows a number of different types of “saves.”

If you want to be sure that absolutely anybody
can read your document, you might want to
choose TEXT. However, Text does not support
the formatting options available in better word

Con’t on_page 2, Rick’s Place

New Mac Lab Coordinator

Gwen Kauffroath has decided to step down as the Mac
Lab coordinator. Warren Beauchene will be taking on the
leadership for the Lab and we look forward to his help.
Don’t be surprised if you see Gwen at Mac Lab, she will
still be around helping out, answering questions and just
being Gwen.

We need to take a minute to thank her for the years of service
as the coordinator for Mac Lab. I can’t think of a time when
Gwen’s name wasn’t synonymous with Mac Lab. She has
been leading the weekly instructional forum for as long
as I can remember. One of the less glamorous parts of her

duties was to keep the KMUG computer,
projector and sound system. She faithfully
carried the equipment to meetings, labs and
the annual library “show and tell”, so that
the group could benefit from it’s use. She
always arrived early, to allow for set-up
time. Stepped back to let “the guys” set up
the equipment and diplomatically pointed
out the error of their ways, when something
didn’t work as it should.

So, thanks Gwen, for all of the work. You
are appreciated more that you can know.

Joe Williams, Editor
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processors. To send formatted work to your
correspondent, you might wish to choose RTF
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Figure 1 - Choices

(Rich Text Format). Any version of Microsoft Word
can “read” these documents. If you know the version
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Figure 2 - Print to PDF Button

of your correspondent’s Word application, then you
can choose the appropriate one, but RTF always
works for those folks having Word, especially
folks with PCs.

If it doesn’t matter that the document’s recipient
won’t be able to modify it (or you don’t want them
to be able to), then you can choose to use the “Print
to PDF” option shown in Figure 2. Here you can
see the PDF button in the lower left of the Print
window.

In Figure 3, you can see the options under the PDF

button.
Saving your document (this works in OS X under
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Figure 3 - PDF Choices

all applications) as a PDF (which stands for
Portable Document Format) allows anyone with
Adobe Reader on his or her computer, be it PC or
Mac, to read it. If you have OS X, you can also
read PDFs easily and quickly with the application
PREVIEW (included with your computer). The
other choices are self explanatory and you might
want to play with them.

Software Of The Month STELLARIUM

Several people have inquired about astronomy
software and I found FREEWARE called
Stellarium.app. You must have OS 10.4.x as it

Con’t on _page 3, Rick’s Place



Application Review

Music, Book & Movie
Collector

Reviewed by Linda Cameron
a member of the MidColumbia
Macintosh User Group

Lately, I have come across a few applications that
are specifically for cataloging collections such as
movies, CDs, and books. Which software should 1
choose? Some apps cost more to purchase and some
are great bargains. Some are easy to use and some
may not be so easy. If you can tryout a program
for free, then that is the best way to decide which
one you feel the most at ease with. Three software
applications (Movie Collector, Music Collector and
Book Collector) are among the best I have tried out.
You can purchase these applications individually,
or get all three as a package deal with a big savings.
Each application works similarly except one does
movies, one is for books and the other does music.
The first time you use one of these programs, Wizard
mode takes you step by step so you get the hang of
it. Advanced mode lets you add multiple items to

3.
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will not run under older systems. You do not need
anything else to enjoy this software. It will work
on both PowerPC and Intel Macs. You can set the
software to view the sky from any point on earth at
any time (or date). Finally, you have the power of
your own observatory in your Macintosh!

YUM

I have noticed that a couple of people on the BBS
under GOOD EATS (in the Gateway folder) have
inquired about software to manage recipes. YUM
is a nice program that will do just that and it even
includes some sample recipes as well. So, what can
I say about software like that (and it is freeware) but
YUM!

Rick Calicura is the President Emeritus of DVMUG
(Diablo Valley Macintosh User Group), Concord,
CA. &

search all at once.

The Collector applications are excellent for
cataloging quickly and gathering a lot of information
without having to type in data. It is fast because
you just type names of movies (for example), hit
the Return key then add other movie titles. I type in
about 10 names, do a Search, then click to Add to
the collection as the correct information appears.

You must be connected to the Internet to do these
searches, although, you could type everything
in your self. I had a couple of obscure items that
couldn’t be found in the online databases, so I did
manually enter those records. The sources Collector
searches from include Amazon.com, Barnes &
Noble, IMDV, DVD Empire and others.

It took about an hour and a half to enter 208 movies
into a new Movie Collector file. I then sorted
through my movie collection and did some editing,
such as how many times I had viewed a particular
movie (some were zero) and how many movies |
had loaned out. I found I could view my movies by
list or by thumbnails, with a slider to size them like
in iPhoto. I like the thumbnail view because visual
pictures always work better for me.

The whole collection can be exported as text,
HTML or XML. Backups can be automated in the
Preference set tings. I decided to try exporting as
HTML to see what I would get. I saved it all to a
folder then viewed the “index.html” file in Safari,
which showed a small thumbnail of each movie
jacket, the title, date and director and media (DVD).
Later, I tried it again but this time I included a
“Details” option in the export dialog. Now, I have
the same information, except you can click the title
of the movie to get the details. The whole folder
is 2.6MBs and I used Fetch to get it to my Charter
account so I can share my movie library with friends
and family. If they see a movie they want to borrow,
they can figure out which one they want and let me
know. That is pretty cool. In fact, check it out here:
http://webpages.charter.net/missapple/movies/

Con’t on _page 4, Collector
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Multiple Edits can be done by Command clicking
to select titles within the collection window and
then adding or changing a common field that fits all
those movies. It would be nice if you could easily
rate the movies like you can in iPhoto by Control
clicking any item and getting a popup choice from
15 stars right there. It would also be nice if once |
am in Edit mode for a movie, I could easily type in
the name of another movie to edit, or at the least,
click on Next movie to edit instead of having to,
are my wishlist suggestions for improvements in
the interface.

n’t from P

Book Collector

Book Collector is very similar to Movie Collector,
in that you add books the same way —by searching
online for the information, accepting and adding it
to the database. Sorting, filtering and editing works
the same way.

With Book Collector, it took me about half a day

to get the 184 iPod books I have ripped added to
its database. It was a little more work than getting
the movies into the Movie Collector program. With
books, there are a lot of titles that were hard to find
or didn’t bring the plot data with it. I had to click on
the link to go to the web and copy information then
paste it into the appropriate fields on many of the
titles.

Book Collector organizes all the books into folders by
Author (similar to iTunes’ Playlists). I ran into a few
of problems where the books would have no author
linked and ended up in a folder called “none,” or I
would end up with two folders for the same author
(maybe one had a middle initial or an extra space).
Moving all the books into one author’s folder was
easy because you can drag and drop from the right
pane to the Collection pane (on the left). Each book
can also be individually edited if you need to change
or add something. Searching for a book or author
is as easy as using iTunes where you type into a
Search field and everything that matches appears in
the list. You can filter your searches as well. I had to
click on Statistics to see how many books I actually
have in the collection because when they are inside
folders (by author), you only see how many folders
you have in the list. The Statistics will also give you
a visual of the type of books you have—if you have
the genre marked on each book. I would like it if you
had a running total of books listed somewhere in the
main window.

As with Movie Collector, Book Collector has the
same export features. I recommend backing up those
folders to another disc every once in a while since
losing a collection can mean hours of work to have
to start over.

Music Collector

Wouldn’t it be awesome if you could just type in the
title of any song on your computer and see whether
you actually have it on a CD? I have a collection of
448 music CDs and although I have my own custom
database, I never bothered to add every track title to
each CD because that would have been a heck of a
lot of extra work. Music Collector is designed just

n’t on llector
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for your music collection and lets you scan by the
actual CD or typing in the title and artist, or ISBN.
Just as Movie and Book Collector do, it goes online
and searches for the information at places like
Amazon, then lets you add the information to the
collection. You usually get the tracks with length
of time, artwork, the year the album was released
and more.

n’t from 4

Each of these Collector applications are able to edit
multiple or individual items. All three programs
have the Loan menu which allows you to add a
person’s name that you loaned it to. Dates can be
set up for the length of time you expect them to
keep it. All Collections let you rate individual items
and allow you to sort through the lists by different
criteria such as artist, title, genre, overdue, rating
and more. All collections can contain the location
you keep them.

A nice feature of the Music Collector is a field
where you can add the song lyrics to each track.
Too bad it doesn’t go out and search for the lyrics
online automatically, but that would be asking a lot.
I personally think it is faster to just type in the names
of the artists and titles rather than scanning the CDs.
You can search several titles at once and with so
many CDs, I would even worry about wearing out
my CD tray opening and closing it so much.

Once you get your whole collection cataloged, you
will be very pleased with it. Be sure to back it up
and keep it up dated. The data is stored inside the
Application Support folder in your Home Library.

Frank and Ernest

If you have all three programs, just copy the whole
Library folder to a CD. Or export as XML —it can be
backed up and later brought back into the collection
(maybe without the artwork).

Exporting an HTML copy is one of my favorites.
As for printing, each program has the ability to print
jewel case inserts, or lists of entire collections. There
are many features in these Collector applications
that you will discover as you use them.

The fact that you can export entire collections as
tab delimited text or XML is very good. The data
can also be put into FileMaker or AppleWorks. That
way, if for some reason this company ever went out
of business and the software quit working for any
reason (not that I anticipate that), you don’t lose
your data.

These Collector applications can be purchased
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from TidBITS
Color It!

Carbonized Crudely

by Matt Neuburg

For over a decade, the painting and image
manipulation program Color It! has had something
of a cult following. (The exclamation point is
part of the official name, but I'll drop it from
here on.) It has always been in
financial trouble. When we first
wrote about it in TidBITS (“Get
Some Color,” 19931025), it
cost $150 and wasn’t selling, so
the developers, Micro-Frontier,
were temporarily giving it
away for free. Later, the price
came down to something more
reasonable, but even then, the
program seemed always to be
sinking beneath the waves for
the last time, and by 2000, the
last official version, 4.0, was already getting
old. Still, Color It has always attracted a small
but rabidly enthusiastic core base of users, as we
were scoldingly informed when we omitted it in
a poll about graphics editors (“Poll Results: They
Come in Colors,” 20000207).

Con’t from page 5, Collector

separately for $40 each and free trial downloads
can be found at their website:
http://www.collectorz.com

This review was written by Linda Cameron, a
member of the MidColumbia Macintosh User
Group. @

Subsequent rumors of a Mac OS X native version
were dismissed by many as vaporware; the vapor, how
ever, has now solidified, and the new version, 4.5, is
available from a break away company, Digimage
Arts.

Paint Your Wagon— As a paint program, Color It is full-
featured, and is noteworthy for its innovative interface
and flexible power. For example, you set brush size in
a popup pane through an oval that responds to mouse
movements. You can draw a selection as abezier curve.
A selection can be converted to a
mask, which appears as a separate
document. A “zap” tool lets you
eliminate individual selection
regions. Gradients can be created
by dragging the eyedropper from
one color to another. There’s
an air brush tool, a clone tool,
tools for blurring and sharpening
and darkening and so on, and
lots of paint modes, along with
responsiveness to tablet pressure.
Many convolutions (such as
Unsharp Mask) are included, and you can even create
your own.

On the other hand, Color It also wants to be an image
manipulator, like Photoshop Elements; and here its
place amid the competition is less secure. Certainly,
just about every action you want to perform is easier
with Color It than with Photoshop; but Color It lacks
features. It has no layers. It can’t open RAW files. It
doesn’t correctly run any of the Photoshop plugins
that I tried. And even where Color It has a feature,
it is often numerically insufficient or overly gross.
For example, selection feathering stops at 64 pixels (I
need at least 200 pixels for subtle vignetting effects I
sometimes use), and JPEG export has just four quality

Con’t on page 7, Color It!
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Disclaimer

~

The KMUG Newsletter is a compilation of information related to the Macintosh community or areas
which impact Macintosh computing. Content comes from a variety of sources: contributions, other
user groups or internet news sources. All articles are given full credit for the author and it’s source.
The information presented in the KMUG Newsletter does not reflect the opinion of KMUG, but is
presented for it’s informational content. )
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choices instead of a slider. Furthermore, although
Color It is often touted for its speed, I found that,
against the heavily processor-optimized Photoshop
Elements, Color It was a slug; a simple action such
as creating a gradient sent it into spinning-cursor
mode for so long that I ended up having to force
quit. Thus, although I tried very hard, I could not
find any place for Color It in my workflow when
processing a recent set of digital photos.

The program has been carbonized, but only barely.
An unsaved document lacks the dot in the title
bar’s close button. The application is selfmodifying
preferences are kept inside the application bundle,
not in your Preferences folder, and if you want
to install plugins, you have to put them in the
application bundle, not in your Application Support
folder; in a world of multiple users and restricted
permissions, that’s totally unacceptable. It’s as if the
Digimage Arts people have had their heads down
so deep in the carbonization process that they’ve
had no time to learn just what Mac OS X is.

The manual has been carelessly adapted from the
existing 4.0 version, and is full of mistakes (spelling
errors, repeated pages).  had no trouble finding bugs
in the program: as I went through the tutorial, Color
It’s main window started flashing uncontrollably,
and even after a normal quit, I found that Color It
had altered my monitor’s contrast settings.

Conclusions

The long wait is over; Color It is carbonized.
Existing users can breathe a sigh of relief: Color
It lives, and those migrating to an Intel based Mac
(thereby losing Classic support) can continue using
it. ColorItis also a welcome addition to the repertory

Mac Lab Schedule
Ends for 2006-07

The last meeting of Mac Lab will be on June
13th at Ridgetop Jr High School. As is past
years the schedule is dictated by the availability
of the rooms and the school will be closed for

the Summer Break after the June 13th meeting.

In the fall Mac Lab is scheduled to move to
Fairview Jr High School and the first meeting
will be September 12th at 2:45 PM. No room
has been assigned at this time. Watch your email
and the newsletter for details.

Mac Lab cancelation days fall within the school
holiday plan. Therefore, there will be NO
meeting on: 11/21/07, 12/26/07, 1/2/08, 4/2/08.
The last meeting day will be 6/11/08.

of Mac OS X-native paint programs. To compete
effectively, it must comply better with Mac OS X
conventions, but that should be trivial compared
to the already accomplished hard work. Whether
Color It can catch up in the modern world of heavy-
hitting image processing is another question. Still,
it’s not impossible, especially if the developers can
leverage the tremendous imageprocessing power
already built into Mac OS X. Stay tuned.

Color It 4.5 requires Mac OS X 10.1 or higher. It
costs $60 (slightly less if upgrading from an earlier
version). There is no Intel version (it runs fine under
Rosetta). Currently, no demo version is available.

This article originally appeared in TidBITS 860
(20061218) and was reprinted in the Connecticut
Macintosh Chronicle. @

Need some technical assistance?
There are several local people who are in the business of providing technical assistance
for the Mac. You may have seen and heard them making presentations and answering
questions at KMUG meetings. If you need help, look at the Professional Technical

Assistance Referral area on the KMUG Website.
http://www.homepage.mac.com/kmugl




Keep Some PDF

Info Private
By Rob Griffiths

You may not realize it, but every time you save a
PDFin OS X, you’re potentially sharing at least a bit
of personal information: your name. This may not
be a big issue to you, but for someone whose job is,
for example, to anonymously review and comment
on manuscripts, it could be a problem. How is your
name captured? When you use File -> Print -> Save
as PDF, OS X encodes some metadata about the file
you’ve just created—including (depending on the
program you’re printing from) your name.

That’s not all that gets encoded, either. OS X
records the page size, page count, encryption status,
creation and modification dates, title (which might
include the original filename and application used),
content creator, and something called the PDF
Producer. You can see all of this information in the
Get Info box (Tools -> Show Info, or Command-I)
in Preview. For instance, here’s the box from a PDF

created from a Word document on my machine:

Anyone I send this file to will be able to see this
same information, just by pressing Command-I in
Preview. (Other PDF viewers will have similar ways
of viewing the PDF’s info; this isn’t just an OS X
feature.) If you’d rather not share this personal data
with the world, there is a workaround, though it
comes with a caveat.

Instead of using Save as PDF in the PDF drop-
down menu, scroll down a bit further and choose
Compress PDF. Instead of a “name this file” dialog
box appearing right away, you’ll see a progress
bar as pages are compressed. When that process is
done, you’ll then be asked to name the file and pick
a save location. When you open the resulting file in
Preview and view the Get Info box, you’ll see that
there’s less data included:

Author is now gone, as are Title and Content
Creator. If you’re planning on sharing your PDFs,
and you’re worried about sending personal data
around, then Compress PDF is the better option
in the Print dialog box. So what’s the caveat, you

Con’t on _page 9, Private
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North East Ohio Apple Corps APPLE BITS

Creating Address Book categories

How does Apple’s Address Book assign categories
to contacts? I notice that most--but not all--of my
contacts have one or more categories listed in the
Note section.--James Aldrich

Your mysteriously categorized contacts were
undoubtedly exported from a contact manager,
such as Address Book, that supports the universal
vCard contact standard.

Try exporting these contacts yourself by creating

a new group (File: New Group) and giving it a
descriptive name--My Friends, for example. Pack
that group with appropriate contacts. Now drag that
group to your desktop

--a vCard file will appear. Double-click on the file,
and Address Book will tell you that it’s going to
import and update x number of contacts. Click on
OK, and then select that group. You’ll see that each
of those contacts now includes a Note entry along
the lines of CATEGORIES: My Friends. If any of

on’t on e 10, Tips
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might ask? Compare the two screenshots above, and
you’ll see that the PDF created with Compress PDF
is, very ironically, larger than the one created by Save
as PDF—in this case, over 70KB larger. If you print
a document that contains many images, the results
may be even worse: a web page that was 262KB
when printed to PDF in the normal fashion grew to
over 500KB when saved with Compress PDF. You’ll
have to decide if the extra bandwidth usage is worth

the higher level of privacy these “compressed”
PDFs provide.

You might try further shrinking the PDFs using
ColorSync, as described in this article (scroll
down to Tip: Use Colorsync To Shrink PDF File
Sizes). However, in my testing, I couldn’t ever
shrink the resulting PDF as small as the Print to
PDF version. @&
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the contacts belong to other groups as well, those
group names will also be listed.

Is this useful? Sure. Use these category notes to
create a smart group (File: New Smart Group) that
automatically gathers contacts that appear in mul-
tiple groups. For example, a smart group with two
conditions--Note Contains My Friends and Note
Contains Business--would list only those contacts
you count among your business buddies.

More-efficient Firefox downloads

I visited a Web site that had links to a lot of MPEG-
4 movies. I wanted to download them all, but when
I clicked on each link I found that Mozilla Firefox
would download only two movies simultaneously.
Is Firefox really limited to just two downloads?--
Don MacKenzie

By default, Mozilla’s free Firefox Web browser
can download only two files at a time, but you
can change that. Type about:config into Firefox’s
Address field. Type persistent into the Filter field
that appears at the top of the resulting page, and
double-click on the network.http.max-persistent-
connections-per-server entry. In the sheet that
appears, type in a number larger than 2. (This
will be the number of simultaneous connections.)
Quit Firefox, and relaunch. Once you do this,
you can download more files simultaneously. If
you download a lot of files frequently, you might
also get the DownThemAll extension (free). As
its name implies, DownThemAll allows you to
automatically download all the linked files on a
page or just a selection of particular file types (see
bottom screenshot). For example, you can ask it
to download just a page’s video files. This queues
the downloads so you don’t have to hang around
clicking on link after link.

Fishin’ for permissions

Whenever 1 repair disk permissions with Disk
Utility’s First Aid feature, I see a long list of entries
about widgets. Even after I’ve supposedly repaired
these permissions, I continue to see these entries.
What’s going on?--Mary South

If you repair permissions regularly, you may believe
that it’s necessary to deal with anything that Disk
Utility’s (/Application/Utilities) First Aid feature
reports. Not in this case.

With the advent of Tiger’s widgets, First Aid
became chattier, much like a barroom companion
who drones on and on without ever getting to the
point of a long-winded story. In this case, First
Aid listed widget after widget and said that each is
using a special permission (33188). The problem
was that it failed to sum up the report with an “Oh,
and you can bang on the Repair Permissions button
from here until doomsday, and you’ll see this same
list of entries every time.”

I write in the past tense because Apple addressed
this issue with the OS X 10.4.6 update. Install it,
and you’ll find that First Aid no longer lists widget
entries. Yet there’s still something you can take
away from this: Feel free to ignore any entry that
begins with “We are using special permissions.”

Target Disk Mode versus FireWire

I’'m trying to connect two Macs so I can see the
secondary Mac’s hard drive from the screen of the
primary Mac. I want to use the secondary Mac
mainly for storage and for testing new software
and updates. But when I attach a FireWire cable,
go into the Network preference pane, and click on
Apply Now, the secondary Mac doesn’t appear on
the screen of myprimary Mac. What’s up?--Barry
Wallack

There are two ways to connect these Macs via
FireWire. Unfortunately, you haven’t quite
accomplished either. Here’s how to do both: Target
Disk Mode Shut down the secondary Mac, and
string a FireWire cable between the two computers.
Start up the secondary Mac while holding down the
T key on its keyboard. In a short time, a FireWire
symbol will appear on that Mac’s display. That
Mac’s drive should appear on your primary Mac’s
display as a local volume. At this point you can
have your way with the drive--treating it just like
an external drive that’s physically attached to your

Con’t on page 11, Tips
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primary Mac (which, in a way, it now is).

Network via FireWire

The other option is to mount the secondary Mac’s
drive as a network volume. To do so, string that
FireWire cable between the two Macs. On the
secondary Mac, launch System Preferences, open
the Sharing preference pane, and select the Personal
File Sharing option in the Services tab.

Return to the primary Mac, open its Network
preference pane, and from the Show pop-up menu
choose Built-In FireWire. From the Configure [Pv4
pop-up menu, choose Using DHCP and then click
on Apply Now. In short order, a self-assigned IP
address will appear--something that begins with
162.254. (If no IP address appears, click on the
Renew DHCP Lease button.)

In the Finder, select Go: Network. In the Network
window that appears, you should see the secondary
Mac. Click onitsicon and then on the Connect button
that appears. In the Connect To Server window that
pops up, enter the user name and password for that
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secondary Mac (that Mac’s administrator name
and password) and then click on Connect. In the
next window, choose the secondary Mac’s hard
drive and click on OK. That Mac’s hard drive will
mount on the primary Mac’s desktop as a network
volume.

A word of caution: You mention that you’d like
to test applications that reside on that secondary
Mac. They may not run or will run, but oddly on
the primary Mac because you haven’t installed the
applications and their support files on your primary
Mac. If you’d really like to see how they’ll perform
on the primary Mac, consider creating a Target
Disk Mode setup. Then restart your primary Mac,
holding down the option key, and in the screen that
appears, choose the secondary Mac’s hard drive as
the startup drive. This boots the primary Mac from
the secondary Mac’s hard drive.

This may not work if the secondary Mac’s hard drive
can’t boot the primary Mac. For example, I can’t
boot my PowerBook G4 from my Intel Mac mini’s
hard drive because the systems aren’t compatible. I
can, however, boot that PowerBook from my older,
PowerPC-based Mac mini. @&
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