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VOLUME 2 NUMBER 1 September 2001

Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program through
amateur radio and to the advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting. Membership is open to any and all Scouters,
amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly
within, but not exclusive of Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no constitution, no
newletter charges, and no organized meetings. All communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to
join is an interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the Bulletin are sent to many interested persons in addition to OCARG members. If you feel that you have
received this Bulletin in error and no longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above
Sender (thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text
Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see it only in black typeface, turn it
off. Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

TERRORIST ATTACKS AFFECT LOCAL HAM-SCOUTS

Tuesday 11 September 2001 ranks with Pearl Harbor and John Kennedy's assassination as the keystone date by which
Americans and the world became traumatized. Each of us will always remember where we were and what we were doing when
we first heard the news. Like most everyone else, I immediately turned on the TV and tuned to CNN in time to watch in
shock and horror as the second plane hit the South Tower of the World Trade Center and, shortly after, as both towers
collapsed. Early on, I turned on the two-meter rig to discover whether or not ARES would be activated and if other
area hams had heard the news. I also tuned onto various HF Nets (SATERN @ 14.265; Maritime Mobile @ 14.300) to learn
more details about the attacks and to see if there was anything I could do. There was no other news being discussed
and thousands of hams were on the air; the World Trade Center attack monopolized all QSOs.

Local ARES organizations were not activated although they might as well have been; virtually every ham with two-meter
capability checked into the 146.685 repeater at some point in the day and the other Net frequencies were similarly
active. If I had called a Net, we might have set a record for check-ins. Many area hams installed fresh batteries or
recharged battery packs into their HTs and checked their mobile rigs for proper operation. Importantly, we were there
if needed.

Some of us were activated during the crisis: Dennis Klimowski KC2IKQ's New York Guard unit activated to replace the
Army National guard unit in Binghamton when it was called to active duty in New York City. I'm presently awaiting
word on whether or not to drive to the City to relieve over-burdened ham volunteers providing disaster communication.
All of us know friends who are presently in NYC on special duty: Military Reserve personnel, firemen, State Troopers,
Sheriff Deputies.

More importantly, the attacks united Americans as nothing else has since Pearl Harbor and World War Two; everyone is
trying to assist in whatever manner and with whatever means we are capable in both disaster relief and emergency
communications. Hams are no exception: being good Ham-Scouters, we are Prepared to do whatever is necessary to aid
in this time of crisis.
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FALL HAM-SCOUT SEASON BEGINS; SO DOES OCARG EAGLE

With September, we begin the Fall amateur radio and Boy Scouting season. And, with this issue, we're starting a new
Volume: Number TWO. We're now starting our second year of publication and still hanging in there!

Some reminders: Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) is the weekend of 19-21 October 2001. Are you ready for it? See below
article.

Keep track of these pages for news on local and regional ham classes and Volunteer Examiner sessions. With Scouts
returning to school, this is a good time for potential hams to study for their Tech licenses or for Scout-hams to
upgrade to Tech Plus or General.

THE AREA'S NEWEST SCOUT-HAM: KC2IQK
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Dennis Klimowski earned his Technician License at the 27 August VE session in Oneonta. His new alliterative callsign
KC2IKQ popped up on the FCC's site about 6 September. Dennis is an Adult Volunteer in Foothills District (Camping
Committee) and has been in Delhi Scouting for many years. He works as a computer technician at the State University
College of Technology at Delhi where he organized the Outdoor club. He is a member of the New York State Guard (as
opposed to the National Guard), an organization established for public and emergency service; his responsibilities
with the Guard are not yet clear since Dennis has so many talents. He may be found on 2 meters at 146.955 or 146.745
using his two Yaesu rigs.

SHARON SPRINGS TR 117 TO MUZZLELOADER SHOOT

Sharon Springs Troop 117 went into the mountains To Ohio, New York from 31 August to 3 September 2001 for the annual
New York State Muzzle Loaders Assn. Fall Shoot. All boys registered for the competition in the Junior Division. Ryan
All and Chuck

Russell brought home Second and Third Place medals in the Tomahawk throw,

while Ted Ault KC2GVS shot First Place in the 5@ Yard Benchrest Rifle competition.

NYSMLA holds two shoots at Ohio, and welcomes scouts with open arms. I've tried to take the troop up to two major
shoots each year. They are held on Memorial day, and Labor day. For more information please e-mail me at
troopll17bsa@juno.com, or

n2jzk@juno. com.

Rudy Ault N2JZK
Scoutmaster,Troop 117

JAMBOREE ON THE AIR 19-21 OCTOBER

The weekend of 19-21 October 2001 will be the 44th annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) when Scouts, hams, and Scout-
hams from all over the world unite on the radio. While intended to be for all Scouts including Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and their etiological derivitives, it has long been dominated by the male of the species. JOTA
tends to take over the airwaves on JOTA weekend, especially Saturday.

Foothills District of Otschodela Council plans to have four or five HF stations plus guest operators at its Fall
Camporee near Jefferson, Schoharie County. For the first time, it will be a scored event with awards for Troop
participation. Known stations will be: Jim WA2IAX, Kevin N2ZPY, Kevin KB2EZR, and Fred K2FRD.

Elsewhere in the area, many hams who may or not be directly involved in Scouting will, from their homes, join the
cacophony of voices in the ether as Scouts attempt to talk with other Scouts in some 145 far distant lands where Boy
Scouting occurs. A number of local hams host Cub Packs, permitting these younger boys the opportunity to be heard on
the other side of the world.

Nominal JOTA frequencies are:  80M: 3.740, 3.940 CW 3.590

40M: 7.270 W 7.030
20M: 14.290 W 14.070
17M: 18.140 CW 18.080
15M: 21.360 CW 21.140
12M: 24.960 CW 24.910
1eM: 28.390 CW 28.190

Note: No 3@ Meter frequency is designated, but that does not mean that 30 Meters cannot be utilized.

Also, there are no specific hours of operation; JOTA will start whenever two ham-Scouts make contact.

The question arises every year: Deerslayer District, where are you? It would be appropriate and an excellent means to
introduce amateur radio to Scouts and Scouters if our sister (brother?) District sponsored JOTA activities during its
Fall Camporee.
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OCARG EAGLE DELAYED THIS MONTH

The New York City and Washington D.C. terrorist attacks delayed publication of this newsletter. Minds, actions, and
fingers were pre-occupied with the tragic events of 11 September 2001.
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AREA VE EXAM SESSIONS AND COURSES

Known area Volunteer Examiner exams sessions:
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(Further details and other sessions may be found at: http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml ).

26 Sep 7PM, RPI Campus, Troy NY (518) 439-7357.

2 Oct 6PM, Otsego Co. EOC, Cooperstown, NY (607)746-2777.

13 Oct 2PM, Endicott NY Fire Dept (607)727-3233.

22 Oct 7PM, Schoharie Co EMO, Schoharie, NY (518)827-4800.

10 Nov 2PM, Endicott NY Fire Dept (607)727-3233.

17 Nov 8AM, BOCES, Norwich NY (607)847-6152.

26 Nov 6PM, NYSEG, Oneonta NY (607)746-2777.

An eight-week technician-level course will be offered at the Norwich BOCES building starting Wednesday 26 September,

meeting every Wednesday after through 14 November 2001. The "final exam" will be the VE Session on 17 November.
Details from Bob Benton N2RXK at (607)674-6024 or (607)334-2771.

LOOKING FOR NEWS
As always, the OCARG EAGLE is looking for news. If your Troop or Pack will conduct or did conduct an activity, we'd

like to hear about it, especially if it's related to amateur radio. Send all articles, news releases, Letters to the
Editor, or just tidbits to: thefred®ascent.net.
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AND AS ALWAYS...

...If you know of anyone who might be interested in this newsletter, please submit their names and email addresses to
thefred@ascent.net. Similarly, if you no longer wish to receive this publication, send a notice to the same address.

...This newsletter is sent via Blind CC to reduce the size of your header and to prevent spammers from obtaining a
ready-made list of adressees. If you want a complete list, please send a request to the above address.

SOLTLOQUY

Five days have passed since the terrible slaughter in New York City and Washington, D.C. And, the events which had
to have happened aboard those four jetliners will never be known in their entirety. We've had only these few days to
adjust our thoughts and accept that probably over five thousand humans needlessly lost their lives due to the actions
of a few inhuman evil-inspired Little Satans. Some of us may not have accepted this at all. In fact, we may never
fully mentally balance those wicked deeds with our innate and initial sentiments and requirements for revenge. While
I watched the on-going insensible butchery live on CNN, my first thoughts were ones of frustration, anger, and
violence against the perpetrators and those who thought as they did. The news that Palestinians and Arabs in the Mid-
east and elsewhere cheered at the news did absolutely nothing to quell these thoughts, but only made my blood boil
even more.

My attitudes have not changed, have not mitigated in five days of retrospect. Despite my education, my general
pacifist nature, my reasonings that only a tiny part of the world's population hates America, and my common sense
realization that a major attack on the regions where the terrorists hide will result in the deaths of many innocents,
my military training and experience dominates my thinking. I wish I were back in uniform, carrying a weapon, leading
a battalion of infantry into the Afghan mountains. I seriously doubt my posture will change in the days, weeks,
months, and even years to come. If we, the members of the Human Species are to survive as both a population and a
species, certain genetic aspects will have to be eradicated. If some innocents are caught in the crossfire, that's
war.

The Enemy knows this attitude predominates American Minds and the American Government. Iran, the Palestinian
Movement, and other Islaamic Nations and organizations are distancing themselves from their anti-American stances and
rhetoric as fast as they can. Iraq and Afghanistan are pleading, on their knees, for America not to take violent and
"misguided over-reactions".

Too late. Oh Enemy mine, mark these words: When terrible retribution comes, and come it will, it will be horrible,
final, and very, very bloody.
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-Fred Stevens K2FRD
©16 September 2001
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© September 2001 by Fred Stevens K2FRD. Permission is hereby granted to quote any or all of this message if proper
attribution is given.
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Fred Stevens K2FRD
LtCol, USAR SigC, Retd

I am an American fighting man. I serve in the forces which guard my country and our way of life. I am prepared to

give my life in their defense... I will never forget that I am an American fighting man, responsible for my actions,
and dedicated to the principles which made my country free. I will trust in my God and in the United States of
America.

-Code of Conduct for Members of the Armed Forces of the United States;
pocket card carried in wallet of K2FRD since 1968.
Ck Fred's K2FRD personal Webpage: http://sites.netscape.net/thefred3/k2frd .

Related: :MAC HD OS 8.6:P@9A513E5:00029330: 3E7EAQEE : 00000000 : 00000000
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