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OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP
BULLETIN #4  NOVEMBER 2000

==========================================================================

Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to 
the advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting. It is open to any and all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and Ham 
Clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no 
officers, no constitution, and no organized meetings. All that's required to join is an interest and an email to the above Sender.

Please note that the mailing list is larger than the OCARG membership list. Copies of the Bulletin are sent out to many interested 
Scouters in addition to OCARG members.

This Bulletin is being brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro emailer. If you have Rich Text Format or its 
equivalent and want to see everything exactly as it was sent, make sure your RTF Preference/Control Panel/Option/Setting is turned ON 
or set.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

THIS BULLETIN NEEDS A NAME

We've been in business for more than five months and this is the fourth Bulletin. It seems to me that someone could come up with a 
"catchier" name than "Bulletin". We're open to suggestions. If readers send in a list of their ideas, I'll run them in the next 
newsletter and we can take a vote. Ideas which come off the top of my head include "OCARG EXPRESS", "OCARG ANTENNA", and "OCARG 
ELECTRONS". I'm sure with all the talent out there that someone can come up with better monikers. Deadline is roughly the middle of 
next month (December), say, 12 December.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

CORRECTION

Like any other newspaper, we're subject to errors caused by human frailty, typos, and downright carelessness. And, contrary to popular 
belief, I'm only human. Last month's Bulletin was labelled as the November edition. It should have read, "October". Oops!

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

OUR FAME IS SPREADING

I know that a couple of you out there occasionally don't see eye to eye with the ARRL, but we've received several favorable responses 
from League personnel who are also Scouters. This one is from Larry Wolfgang WR1B, Senior Assistant Technical Editor for QST:

" I have been thinking about trying to get it [his Council's fall camporee] more formally on the agenda... by getting our Activities 
Committee to look at the JOTA date when they plan that camporee rather than just trusting it to default. You may be giving me some 
encouragement to move that from the thinking stage to the doing stage!

[I'm also] part of the National Jamboree K2BSA Staff for the 1993 and 1997 Jamborees. I'll be part of the 2001 staff, as well."
 
Larry, an Eagle Scout, and his wife Jean WB3IOS are the parents of three Scouting sons: two are Eagle Scouts and one an Assistant 
Scoutmaster. Jean also works as Educational Programs Coordinator in the League's Field & Educational Services Division. Please see 
separate article below.

]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

JOTA 2000 REPORT

The 43rd annual Jamboree-On-The-Air (JOTA) appears to have been a resounding success, at least in Foothills District. No Camporee in 
recent memory had such beautiful weather! Three operators, Jim WA2IAX, Kevin N2ZPY, and Fred K2FRD introduced many, many Cubs, 
Webelos, Boy Scouts, adult leaders, and even a couple Girl Scouts to the wonderful world of amateur radio. About 49 Scouts actually 
talked on the air to distant ends and dozens and dozens more just watched and listened. Several Scouts made "hanging out at JOTA" 
their primary activity for the weekend. Jim WA2IAX ran traffic and sent out six messages while receiving one. For once, the bands were 
clear and contacts were made worldwide. The only downer was for Fred K2FRD whose generator didn't. I operated off my car battery as 
much as I could, but my tube-driven Kenwood TS-520 ate up too many electrons and drained the four-year-old battery in less than three 
hours. Fortunately, Kevin N2ZPY took up the slack with his wonderful "shack on wheels" (a converted camper trailer) and no Scouts were 
disappointed.

For those of you who participated in JOTA at different locations, please submit reports of your operations, if you haven't done so 
already, to:

http:www.arrl.org/ead/jotalog and to Ray Moyer WD8JKY at:
RMoyer@netbsa.org (BSA National Headquarters).

JOTA has long been under-reported and it's in our own best interest that we continue to demonstrate that Scouting and amateur radio go 
hand in hand.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

LEAGUE SEEKS OCARG ASSISTANCE

The ARRL is expanding its services to youth through its Field and Educational Services Division. Jean Wolfgang WB3IOS, Educational 
Programs Coordinator sends OCARG a request:
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"At work I handle a few of the ARRL educational competitive awards.  We have educational awards for H/R teacher, instructors, and 
recruiters.  The Hiram Percy Maxim Award gives $1000.00 to a ham under 21!
Please encourage your readers to visit
http://www.arrl.org/ead/instructor/instructor/grants.html
<http://www.arrl.org/ead/instructor/instructor/grants.html>   

But here is the catch....some of these awards must be submitted to the ARRL Section Manager before Dec. 31, 2000. If any of your 
readers have questions about these awards, please feel free to give them my email address.  jwolfgang@arrl.org
<mailto:jwolfgang@arrl.org>" 

()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS

Local Volunteer Examiners are busy planning exams in December. The following are dates and locations. For details and/or updates, 
check the listed contact (who may not be the Responsible person, but he can point you in the right direction). As a courtesy, please 
make a reservation for your selected date although all welcome walk-ins.

 5 December (Tuesday), 6pm, Otsego County Office Building, Cooperstown, Emergency Operations Center (downstairs). Contact 
Bill, AA2RM or Jerry, K2TNN at jerrybatik@aol.com. Sponsored by OARC.

9 December (Saturday), 8:30am, Norwich BOCES. Contact Kenny, WN2WNC at wn2wnc@clarityconnect.com. Sponsored by CVARA.

16 December (Saturday), 1pm, Margaretville Phone Company. Contact John, AB2IC at hampeljw@wpe.com. Sponsored by MARC.

##########################################################################

Veronica "Ronnie" Batik

It is with great sadness we report the sudden passing of "Ronnie" Batik, beloved wife of Jerry K2TNN, on Tuesday 31 October 2000. 
Ronnie was Jerry's inspiration and his life, and greatly supported and shared his love for family, Scouting, Church, and amateur 
radio. Jerry, we all know how so very close you were to Ronnie and we want you to know that our thoughts and blessings are with you in 
the coming weeks and months without her. The spirit and words of the Scout Oath and Law will help guide us as we join in helping you 
through this difficult transition. 

##########################################################################

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP

At 16:33 -0500 02/11/2000, Ka2bsa@aol.com wrote:

    A small group of scouts and leaders from Boy Scout Troop 73 
Voorheesville, NY spent the JOTA weekend in Massachusetts.  The group loaded up the KA2BSA mobile radio van on Friday evening.  We 
then departed for Moses Scout Reservation of Pioneer Valley Council in Westfield, MA.  We were greeted at the gate by John KX1X.    
    Activities for the weekend included participation in JOTA as a special events station W1J, chasing the electronic fox in the FOX 
HUNT, and operating the KA2BSA radio station on VHF and UHF, using some local repeaters and some simplex.  Their were a few scouts 
that took their exam on Saturday evening to become new hams.  I did hear of some successful completion's.  
    We are always looking for new things to do.  If anybody has any new ideas for us to try we sure would appreciate your thoughts.  
We love to 
communicate, so our motto is HAVE RADIO STATION >< WILL TRAVEL.
    You can reach us at KA2BSA@aol.com or myself at n2zqf@nycap.rr.com

Ray Ginter  N2ZQF
Scoutmaster
Troop 73 BSA
2532 New Scotland Rd
Voorheesville, NY 12186
(518) 765-2069

Editor's note: Ray, I think WE could learn a lot from YOU! Everyone should check out Troop 73's Web Site and their nifty van at: 
http://members.aol.com/n2zqf/hamradio.htm .

:-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-) :-)

TROLLING THROUGH THE 'NET

We've been Searching around the Internet looking for interesting sites related to Scout-hamming. After sorting through the Results 
presented me by Google, I found there's not as many as I thought there would be although the number runs into the dozens and I still 
have a lot of sorting to do. Some sites are interesting, others are a waste of bandwidth. Here's a few to check out to see what other 
Scouters are doing with ham radio:

http://www.ocbsa.org/troop319/jota OR:
http://troop319.ocbsa.org/hamjota.htm Troop 319 is a hamSuperTroop in Huntington Beach, California.

http://hamcom.org/clubs/scouting_bigd.htm Dallas, Texas area ham Scouts.

http://www.qsl.net/k5bsa Haven't checked out; sounds interesting. 

http://www.qsl.net/k2bsa National Headquarters BSA club.

http://wwwk3bsa.org/ Spark Lodge ARC, Cradle of Liberty Council, BSA, Pennsylvania.
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http://www.khaira Haven't checked out. Sounds interesting.

http://members.aol.com/n2zqf/hamradio.htm Troop 73, Voorheesville Home Page, mentioned above. 

http://www.qsl.net/scoutradio/ Amateur radio in Scouting. Mainly for beginners with no contacts. Lists some Elmers.

http://www.upstate88.com/99/ Troop 99, Sidney NY Home Page. Jim WA2IAX has done a LOT with this Scout Troop, has Elmered at 
least three new hams.

http://www.crosswinds.net/~troop566/k6bsa HamSuperTroop 566, Saratoga, California.

http://www.k1dwu.net/ham-links/clubs.-scouting.phtml K1DWV provides 24 links to Scouting-Ham pages, both in USA and 
international, but only a few connect directly to ham-Troops. If your browser won't accept this URL, remove the "." (period) after the 
"clubs".

http://post1085.base.org Not checked out; sounds interesting.

http://www.qsl.net/k1bsa/index.html Katahdin Scout Reservation Amateur Radio Club, Maine. Shows activities. Only Scout Camp 
I've found so far that has its own radio club.

http://www.bytemeusa.com/scouts/radio/ W9BSA, Northwest Suburban Council, BSA, Illinois Home Page.

Again, there are several more sites, but I just haven't had the time to review them. If someone else would like to, please send me the 
URLs and a brief review of each, and I'll write it up in future Bulletins.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

That's it for this month! If you want to be removed from this List, please drop me an email. As always, I'm looking for news of you, 
your station, your Troop or other Scouting organization, and/or anything having to do with Scouting and Amateur Radio.

73,
Fred Stevens, K2FRD
Corresponding Secretary?


