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  OCARG EAGLE
                                BULLETIN OF THE
    OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

     VOLUME 1 NUMBER 10                         MAY 2001
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and 
ham clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of Otschodela Council, BSA. There are 
no membership dues, no officers, no constitution, no newletter charges, and no organized meetings. All communications are via email or 
ham radio. All that's required to join is an interest and an email to the above Sender.

Please note that the mailing list is larger than the OCARG membership list. Copies of the Bulletin are sent to many interested persons 
in addition to OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this Bulletin in error and no longer wish to receive it, please send a 
message so stating to the above Sender (thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized 
text capability and want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is 
turned ON or set. If you want to see it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and/or Mishiwaka Bold 
(with the slash/zero), available from Editor if desired.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOOTHILLS SPRING CAMPOREE HAM EVENTS 18-20 MAY

OCARG and Friends of Scouting:
 
We plan to have station(s) at the Spring Camporee, Foothills District, at Franklin behind the school, May 19. Will be WA2IAX, KC2EZR 
and any others who might stop by are very welcome.
 
Would appreciate any stations who might listen for us at one or more of the following times:
 
    10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon, 2:00 PM, 4:00 PM and 6:30 PM+  for OCTEN on the 146.85 (-) Oneonta Repeater.
 
Will also be checking in to traffic nets as follows
 
    NY Phone     7.237 Mhz    1:00 PM
    NYPON        3.925 Mhz    5:00PM
    NYSPTEN      3.925 Mhz    6:00 PM
    NYS (CW)     3.677 Mhz    7:00PM
 
Hope to catch you on the air and hope we can handle some Scout traffic and get some Scouts to talk on the air.
 
Best '73,
Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

EDNOTE:  K2FRD WILL ALSO BE ON THE AIR AT THE CAMPOREE.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

LAST EAGLE BEFORE SEPTEMBER

It appears that this will be the last OCARG EAGLE before I return from Labrador in September since no one has stepped forward to 
temporarily fill the position of Editor.

However, please save up your summer news and we'll publish an extravaganza issue as soon as I can get my act together upon my September 
return. It may not come out until October, but everyone should have many Scouting and ham experiences and stories to share with the 
group.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

TROOP 99 TAKES THEIR RADIOS CAMPING

From WA2IAX Jim LeBaron--

Troop 99, Sidney, NY was proud to have 11 Scouts and 10 Adults at the overnight campout on 28 - 29 April 2001 on Melondy Hill south of 
Afton under permit form DEC Ranger Terry Figary. Scouts attending were: Conner Hornbeck, Eric Hitt, Dan Zieno, Anthony Wright, Jeremy 
Vaughn, Derrick McHenry (Field Senior Patrol Leader), Troy Kiel, Jordin Fitzgerald, Bill Ireland, Andy Fritzch and Sky Reithoffer.

Senior Scouts McHenry aand Zieno served as training assistants for the younger group who completed all joining requirements for the 
rank of "Scout" as well as requirements for  "Tenderfoot " rank including knots, whip and fuse rope, campout preparation, tent 
pitching, sleeping overnight in camp with  troop and assisting with patrol group cooking.

The troop was particularly proud to have many dads accompanying their new Scouts. Troop communications and "Field report" were handled 
by Kevin Kiel KB2EZR Amateur Radio.

Troop members are: Jason Behnke, Wil Cleaver, John Copeland, Eric Echard, Ken Echard, Jordin Fitzgerald, Andrew Fritzch, Eric Hitt, 
Conner Hornbeck, Bill Ireland, Troy Kiel, Ryan Latta, Steve Lewis, Dan Maddalone, Josh McClenon, Derrick McHenry, Dan Metch, James 
Munholand, Skyler Reithoffer, Kyle Rutenbur, Jeremy Vaughn, Steve Winston, Annthony Wright, Matt Zieno, Dan Zieno. Our sponsor is the 
First Congregational Church, Main at Bridge Streets, Sidney, NY. The troop meets every Monday night at the church at 7:00 PM. Scouting 
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is open to all boys, ages 11 through 17 regardless of previous Cub Scout experience.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

N2ZPY TO GIVE PRESENTATION TO OARC

From John Hampel AB2IC ("John-In-Downsville")--
THE ONEONTA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB WILL MEET THE 3rd MONDAY OF MAY (21 May) WITH A VE SESSION AT 6 PM    MEETING PROGRAM WILL BE KEVIN 
BROWN, N2ZPY, AND THE MARGARETVILLE RF TRAILER.
  

Kevin N2ZPY's mobile ham radio trailer. NOTE: this image will not appear in this message if your html/RTF/StyledText setting is turned 
off.

The meeting will take place at the Elm Park United Methodist Church at 401 Chestnut Street in Oneonta.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

DE TONY N2GVB

THE ART OF DXING

DXing. "What's he saying?"  "What's DX?"  "I'm lost!"

DXing is the hams jargonistic way of saying a location outside the United States. Some places you would think should not fall under 
this category because they are part of the United States, such as Hawaii and Alaska, actually are considered DX because you can not 
always make contact with them like other parts of the world. Real DX is everything outside of the US borders such as Europe, Asia, etc. 
DXing can be a lot of fun.

You might be tuning around on the HF bands one day and you come across a mass of stations giving their callsigns or part of their 
callsigns and you might think, What is this? Everyone gone mad all at once? Well, what you have come upon is a pileup that has been 
generated by a rare DX station. Everyone wants to put this DX station in their logs. It might be a country or it might be an island in 
the Atlantic or the Pacific ocean. The first thing you should do is listen. See what the station is. Maybe you have worked him already. 
Next, if it is a station that you want to make contact with, listen for his QSL (contact) information. One thing that makes other 
operators mad and also slows down the station that is the DX is having to stop and give out this information every few minutes. Most DX 
stations will give it out every so often, so LISTEN. The greatest part of hamming is listening and only ten percent is working 
something. Listen to the pileup. See how the DX station is running the pileup. Some work the pileups by call areas and others only want 
the last part of your call. Now and then they will only want Europe or Asia contacts before calling for stateside. Some DX stations 
will work the East coast then shift to the West coast. So, LISTEN LISTEN LISTEN before jumping in. This will save you and others a lot 
of time since the contact will usually be very short, consisting only of your name, callsign, and signal report. Don't be surprised if 
you get a 59 or 599 from the DX station even if you know your signal is weak; for the DX operator's convenience, everyone gets the same 
report. After you do make contact, don't ask a lot of questions. The DX station is trying to make as many contacts as he or she can 
before the band drops out. DO NOT FORGET TO THANK THE DX OPERATOR FOR THE NEW CONTACT. If you did not get their information for the QSL 
card, keep listening; he will give it out eventually. Check QRZ at http://www.QRZ.com or Buckmaster at http://www.buck.com/cgi-bin/
do_hamcall for a QSL manager. A lot of DX stations have managers in the United States. If you want to send direct, one method is to get 
the stamps from a stamp service like William Plum. The air mail stamps you receive from Bill are from the country that the DX was from 
and/or where his manger is located, if he has one. DO NOT FORGET TO INCLUDE THE Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) within your 
envelope.

Dxing can be a lot of fun. Don't be afraid to join a pile up. Just remember: listen, listen, and listen some more. Get the needed info, 
then jump in. Have fun and good DXing.

73 Tony Masi/N2GVB

##############################################################################

LOCAL HAMS IN BUSINESS

Five members of the Margaretville Club design, fabricate and sell
antenna mounting systems.  Check them out at local Hamfest or click on
their web site:
http://www.catskill.net/bourke .

de - John in Downsville  AB2IC

Editor note: Unless I'm mistaken, (naaaaaaah, never happen!), their products are shown in the new Amateur Electronic Supply catalog on 
page 139 under the vendor name "New Wave Antenna". 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
MEMBERSHIP NEWS - BOB N2RXK'S SURVIVAL TRAINING
  
On April 11th and 12th, the DCMO BOCES Security and Law Enforcement Class from Norwich, New York completed a winter survival trek.  
This trek was the culmination of three exercises involving backwoods experiences and emergency service response  The adult leaders were 
Robert H. Benton, Jr, N2RXK and Sgt. Tammy Gagnon of the US Army National Guard (NY).
    The students were required to plan access and egress to and from a location in the Pharsalia Game Preserve near South Otselic, New 
York.  They had to backpack in and set up an overnight camp, run communications and search exercises, besides the normal securing 
water, firewood, food and sleep.  The hike in was in six inches to one foot of heavy wet snow.  The area in which tents were erected 
had snow two to three feet deep.  Getting around in the snow made the entire project quite difficult.  Temperatures were in the 
thirty's during the day and in the teens at night.
    Communications contacts were made using an Alinco dual band handheld on battery power at 2.5 watts.  The antenna was a MFJ portable 
j-pole peaked at 146.000 mhz and strung about twenty-five feet in the air.  The skyhook was provided by lead fishing weights, string, 
and strong arm. The altitude at the transmit location was 1989 feet above MSL.
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    Law enforcement contacts were checked first.  Contacts were made through the Chenango County Sheriff's Repeater on 155.250 mhz and 
the Madison County Sheriff's Repeater on 159.240.  Onondaga, Oneida, Madison, Cortland, Chenango, Broome and Herkimer County Sheriff's 
Departments were contacted simplex on Police Interagency (155.370).
    Amateur radio contacts were made through the following repeaters: 146.850, 145.170, 146.820, 146.880, 146.910, 147.225, 147,240, 
147.210, 147.075, 147.030, 147.000+, 146.970, 146.895, 146.760, 146.730, 146.700, and 146.685.  Contacts were also made on 146.520 and 
446.000 simplex.  Several 440 repeaters could be opened but we received no responses to our calls.
    A modified Cherokee AH-100 SSB CB handheld was used on ten meters with a home made dipole skyhooked in the same manner as the j-
pole.  Four contacts were made into Texas and Florida on 28.325 mhz usb at about 2 watts pep.  Though several Argentina and Brazil 
stations could be heard clearly, we couldn't get back to them.  A Cherokee AH-50 six meter handheld was used with the rubber ducky 
antenna.  No contacts were made on six meters FM.
    The hike out proved more difficult than the hike in but all made it successfully.  The students learned valuable emergency response 
and communications techniques.

de Robert Benton, Jr. N2RXK

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

JOTA 2001

TIME TO START PLANNING AHEAD! The 44th Jamboree-On-The-Air (JOTA) will be 20-21 October 2001. Whereas amateur operators from Foothills 
District of Otschodela Council will conduct operations at the Fall Camporee, nothing has been heard whether Deerslayer District will be 
represented.

As described in last month's EAGLE, Boy Scouts are presently the ONLY source for new hams locally. The more we expose Scouts and 
Scouters to amateur radio operations, the more likely some of these will become interested in the Amateur Radio Service.

JOTA details are now available at: http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/ideas.html .

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

QRZ.COM - A ONE HAM BUSINESS

Virtually any amateur radio operator with access to the Internet has used QRZ.com, THE Website for callsign lookups, ham news, used 
equipment sales, and a zillion other ham-related things. What most of us don't realize is that QRZ.com is run by one person and two 
volunteers, and on a part-time basis at that. Incredible as this seems, it becomes believable when one learns the history of QRZ.com 
and its creator, Fred Lloyd AA7BQ.

The following is extracted from QRZ.com:

QRZ was founded in 1992 by Fred Lloyd, AA7BQ as a spinoff of what was once called the "Callsign Project", a cooperative effort designed 
to obtain and distribute FCC database tapes. The "Callsign Project" was born on the internet newsgroup rec.ham-radio (later 
rec.radio.amateur.misc), and it's initial sponsor was Rusty, Carruth, N7IKQ, who later turned it over
to Fred when he became unable to continue due to schedule conflicts.

The "project" part of the callsign project consisted of obtaining the FCC data tapes and then making copies of it for distribution to 
other interested parties. Fred's first experience with the callsign project was largely uneventful since the total distribution 
consisted only of about 40
copies. At the time, each person requesting a copy of the database would send the Fred a blank tape along with $20 in an SASE. The $20 
was to help to recover the cost of obtaining the data from the FCC, which at the time cost over $700 for the two large 9-track (12-
inch) mainframe tape reels.

Soon, six months had gone by and again it became necessary to obtain a fresh set of FCC tapes. Tired of spending his spare time making 
tape copies, Fred began to wonder about CDROM - an new but emerging universal format. It didn't really seem possible since the cost of 
mastering a CDROM (about $2500) was prohibitive given the small number of potential internet customers from
past experience.

Thinking 'outside the box', Fred began wondering if perhaps there might be an existing shareware CDROM already in publication that 
possibly had enough unused or spare space to accomodate the callsign data. At the time, the total size of the FCC database was only 
about 50 megabytes compressed, so it sounded like there might be a possibility.

With this in mind, Fred contacted a well known CDROM shareware publisher, Bob Bruce at Walnut Creek CDROM, and popped the question: "Do 
you think you might have an existing CD with 50MB of free space available?". To Fred's surprise, Bob replied with "Why don't we just 
put together a Ham Radio CDROM? Just send us the material and we'll press it.". With this simple exchange on the phone, Fred started 
working on his first CDROM project. Shortly thereafter Fred
decided on using the ham radio shorthand term QRZ as a name for the new product. It was short, catchy, and 100 percent ham radio!

Suddenly, worrying about how to keep the data as small as possible to fit on a shareware CDROM gave way to another, unexpected problem: 
How were we going go fill up a 650 MB disc? Next, with the help of John Moore, NJ7E, a DOS-Based lookup program was developed (in about 
a week) and the QRZ database format was created.

To help fill up the disc, Fred went out to what could be called the old internet (the World Wide Web did not yet exist) and gathered 
every bit of ham radio shareware that could be found at the various FTP sites that existed at the time. He packaged this along with 
several years worth of ham radio newsgroup messages into a collection which was to become an integral part of the first edition of the 
QRZ CDROM.

Neither Fred nor Walnut Creek had any idea of how many of the new ham radio CDROM's would be sold. Walnut had printed 1000 copies of 
the new CD and privately Fred thought that this was probably a bit over-optimistic. After all, the last "callsign project" distribution 
had garnered only about 40 customers! Despite this, Fred jumped in and bought 100 copies anyway, probably because he liked seeing his 
name on the cover, and also because they just seemed like a cool product.

It took about 2 months to sell those initial 100 copies which went for $19.95 each, a price which remained to this day. After that, the 
sales seemed to slow down quite a bit. At the time, to order a CD a potential customer had to first send a personal check by mail. Fred 
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has always believed in hams and has always accepted their checks without first cashing them at the bank. It is perhaps a
fine testament to amateur radio that of the hundreds of such checks that Fred has accepted, not one has ever bounced!

Meanwhile, unknown to Fred, back at Walnut Creek CDROM they were having a hard time keeping the new QRZ CDROM on the shelves. They were 
soon sold out of the first 1000 copies and had to order a second printing. Within a few months, the sales had topped the 5000 unit mark 
and Fred was now getting e-mail from new CDROM users from all around the world.

This activity generated a lot of excitement and soon Fred (a software engineer by profession), started to work on the second edition 
and a new Windows callsign program. Three years later Fred wrote the Windows 95 version of his program and QRZ became the first ham 
radio CDROM to ship with full 32-bit "designed for Windows 95" lookup software. During this same period the World
Wide Web was born and in the fall of 1994, QRZ went online with http://www.qrz.com and a web based callsign lookup server. QRZ holds 
the distinction of being one of the first 5,000 websites in existence (there are many millions today).

Today in the spring of 1999, 13 editions and over 150,000 copies of the QRZ Ham Radio CDROM have been sold worldwide and it has earned 
the title of the #1 bestselling amateur radio software product of all time. The QRZ CDROM has been used on all 7 continents (yes, 
including Antarctica) has been carried on the Space Shuttle and was taken aboard the MIR space station.

QRZ remains a small family business that is run by Fred and his wife, Brigitte from a spare room of their home. Fred still works his 
daytime job as a consulting engineer and Brigitte helps with most of the bookeeping and mailing. Both Brigitte and Fred are grateful 
for the support of the many friends
that they have made on the internet and look forward to making many more in the future.

And what do the letters QRZ stand for? Well, back in the days when radio telegraphy was widely used, QRZ was a shorthand code which 
meant "Who is Calling me?" It's still used today, even by voice operators during contests or when they simply didn't hear the complete 
call.

If you'd like to contact Fred by email, please write to flloyd@qrz.com .

                                Fred and Brigitte Lloyd

EDNOTE: The history of the Internet and QRZ.com's involvement is a little more complicated than as written above. Conceptions of 
computers communicating between each other were articulated at least as early as the 1950s; 1961 for sure.  The World Wide Web (www.) 
was released as an integrated routing signature in 1991. The Internet wasn't "invented"; it evolved. By 1987, there were over 10,000 
Internet hosts. For a detailed history of the Internet, see:  http://www.zakon.org/robert/internet/timeline/

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

SPEAKING OF LABRADOR...

As of this writing, I have 16 days and a Wake-Up to go before I depart for Labrador. I expect to commence operations on 6 June. The 
first Four-County Net to contact local hams back home will be on Tuesday 12 June if all goes well. Please look for me. Details in:  
http://sites.netscape.net/thefred3/local and http://sites.netscape.net/thefred3/labr1 . I hope to see everyone on the air!

73 de Fred K2FRD

*******************************************************************************

VOLUNTEER EXAM SESSIONS

NOTE TO PERSONS TAKING AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS:  PLEASE BRING $10 TO COVER THE COST OF THE EXAM, A PHOTO IDENTIFICATION, AND YOUR SOCIAL 
SECURITY NUMBER (CARD PREFERRED).

21 MAY, ONEONTA, NY. OARC meeting and VE session for May is NOT on May 28 but on May 21.  (a little messed up on holidays). VE session 
begins at 6PM at the Elk Park Methodist Church, Chestnut Street, Oneonta.  
-73 DE Bill, aa2rm

12-May-2001 Time: 2:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) ENDICOTT NY FIRE DEPT.

09 Jun 2001 Time: 2:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) ENDICOTT NY FIRE DEPT.

16 Jun 2001 Sponsor: SKYLINE ARC - CORTLAND HAMFEST Time: 9:00AM (Walk-ins allowed). Location: CORTLAND COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS. CORTLAND, 
NY 13045

16 Jun 2001 Sponsor: MARGARETVILLE ARC Time: 2:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed).
Contact: MARY A BOURKE (845)586-2324 Email: BOURKE@CATSKILL.NET.
VEC: ARRL/VEC Location: MARGARETVILLE TELEPHONE CO, SWART STREET, MARGARETVILLE, NY 12455.

14 Jul 2001 Time: 2:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) Location: ENDICOTT NY FIRE DEPT
ENDICOTT, NY 13760.

23 Jul 2001 Sponsor: ONEONTA ARC (OARC) Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: WILLIAM T HOLLAND (607)746-2777, VEC: ARRL/VEC, Location: ELM PARK UNITED METH CHURCH, CHESTNUT ST & CYPERLY AVE, PRE-
REGISTRATION PREFERRED
ONEONTA, NY 13820.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

AS USUAL, IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER, PLEASE EMAIL ME AT: thefred@ascent.net.

*******************************************************************************
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@ 2001. Permission is hereby given to reproduce parts or all of the OCARG EAGLE
without permission providing literary and intellectual credit is given.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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