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OCARG EAGLE
NEWSLETTER OF THE

OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR
RADIO GROUP

VOLUME NUMBER 7 FEBRUARY 2001

Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and
to the advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting. Membership is open to any and all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and
Scouting and ham clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of Otschodela
Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no constitution, no newletter charges, and no organized meetings. All
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an interest and an email to the above Sender.

Please note that the mailing list is larger than the OCARG membership list. Copies of the Bulletin are sent to many interested
persons in addition to OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this Bulletin in error and no longer wish to receive
it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender (thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or
stylized text capability and want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text Preference/Option/Control
Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see it only in black typeface, turn it off. Fonts are Comic Sans MS and
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slash/zero), available from Editor if desired.

THE "EYES" HAVE IT!

We have a winner! This bulletin/newsletter is now known as the OCARG EAGLE. Thanks to everyone for sending in your suggestions
and votes for the new name. The consensus held that the Boy Scouting connection through the Eagle name demonstratS continuity
and purpose for amalgamation of the two disciplines of Boy Scouting and amateur radio.

There may be, from time to time, changes in the banner, but the name OCARG EAGLE will remain for as long as we stay in
publication.
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MEMBER NEWS

John Hampel AB2IC, known affectionately as "John-In-Downsville" on local two-meter nets and Net Control Station for the Western
Catskill Net (Wednesday evenings at 19@0@0R on 147.315(+) or 146.955(-; PL 127.3)) is now Volunteer Examiner (VE) Qualified and
will be seen at upcoming VE exam sessions. John, Professor Emeritus (retired) from State University of New York at Delhi (SUNY-
D) may be found at his Website: http://www.delhi.edu/~hampeljw/

John Copeland KC2ELN is one of two of OCARG's newest members now that we've finally obtained his email address. John earned his
Technician License last spring under his Elmer Jim LeBaron WA2IAX, Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 99, Sidney, NY. John is a Life
Scout and a commuting member of Troop 99 although he presently lives in Walton, NY. He's active on two meters and will be
getting more active on 146.955(-) as soon as he receives and programs in a PL tone on an Alinco DJ-F1 borrowed from Fred K2FRD.
He presently is working on his Eagle Scout Project dealing with, of course, amateur radio.

Bill Lehn N2SHH is the second new OCARG member. His existance and identity were uncovered during registration at the Foothills
District Winter Camporee (see next article) when he recognized the W2RME repeater's Morse Code identification message. Bill is
from Arkville, Delaware County, and has a son in Pack 8@, Margaretteville, NY. His wife Theresa is very active in the Cub Pack
and at the Foothills District level at the Cubbers' Pow Wow.
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HAM ACTIVITY AT FOOTHILLS DISTRICT'S WINTER CAMPOREE

Some 97 Scouts and 52 adult leaders from 13 Scout Troops attended the 2001 Foothills District (Otschodela Council) Winter
Camporee and Klondike Derby held on 26-28 January 2001 at the Sidney Center (NY) Rod and Gun Club near the top of a small
mountain about 1800' elevation. The weather was perfect with cold weather (but not too cold - about 20 degrees during the day),
snow falling (but not too much), about 8 inches of snow on the ground (but not too much), and a gentle breeze (but not too much)
throughout Saturday, the main day of competitive events.

Host Troop was Troop 34 of Sidney, Scoutmaster Roy Nabinger, with E1l Stark doing the bulk of the planning and work.

A number of hams participated in the activities: Jim WA2IAX, Fred K2FRD, Don Prestidge KC2GZU, and Bill N2SHH. Troop 99,
Sidney, NY with Jim WA2IAX as its Assistant Scoutmaster, ran a communications and message center during the day on Saturday. The
following is Jim's report:

Scouts and Friends -

Pleased to report on Amateur Radio's part in the 2001 Klondike Derby. The 12 Scouts that talked on 2 Meters were:
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Ryder, Tyler, Allen and Mike ...................... Troop 1 Unadilla
Dan Maddalone........ ..ottt Troop 9 Sidney
Ryan and Nathan.......... .. i, troop 34 Sidney
Alex, Alex and Jason .................... Webelos of Pk 34 Sidney

Nathan and AleX........ouieiiniininnennennnnnn Troop 80 Margaretville

Many thanks to the 5 Amateur Stations who checked in to talk with Scouts and had a chance to introduce our hobby to some younger
folks (needed in ham radio):

K2EZK....... Al o Sidney
AB2IC........ John...... Downsville
K2TNN. ...... Jerry........ Stamford
WB2JOW...Paul.......... Franklin
WA2TTD..... Al........... Rockdale

Much appreciation to Troop 34, host Troop of the Klondike Derby and to the Sidney Center Gun Club for providing the site. It is
the generosity of people like these in the private sector that keep Scouting so successful in the tri-county area.

Also, hat's off to Bob K2NK (Walton) whose repeater, 146.955 (-) was used for most of the contacts.
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UPCOMING EVENTS - TROOPS 1, 88, 99 CAMPOUT

More from Jim WA2IAX:

Scouters and friends:

Troop 1 from Unadilla and Troops 88 and 99 from Sidney are planning a campout the weekend of Feb 24 and 25th at Henderson/
Crumhorn Mt Scout Camp. We would like to establish communication via amateur radio. We would appreciate stations that could
listen for us on 146.85 (-) on the hours of 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM Saturday, Feb 24. We will also be checking in to OCTEN
at 6:30 PM on the same repeater. We would welcome stations from the Unadilla/Sidney area who would like to talk with Scouts or
take some informal traffic home for Scouts. We will also try to solicit some long distance formal traffic from Scouts to go to
OCTEN. Hope one or more of the above times will be convenient for you.

We are also able to access the (146.64-) Cooperstown and (146.61- PL 67.0) Cobleskill machines with our "packable" gear from
Henderson and would be happy to sked with any station on them at any other pre-arranged times.

Would appreciate it if stations planning to participate could reply via e-mail or catch WA2IAX on Wednesday evening nets: 6:45
PM, OARC (Oneonta 146.85-) - 7:00 PM Walton Radio Association (146.955 (-) 127.3 PL) - 7:30 PM CARES (Norwich 146.685 -).

Yours in Scouting and '73

Jim WA2IAX, email: jlebaron@mkl.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS - OARC SPECIAL EVENT 24-25 FEBRUARY

The Oneonta Amateur Radio Club (OARC) is spearheading a two-county Amateur Radio Special Event on 24-25 February 2001. This will
be an excellent opportunity for some newly licensed Scouts to gain some experience on HF and with contesting.

SPECIAL EVENT: HF World Wide / Two County Contest
Preliminary information follows:

BACKGROUND:
New York State's Delaware and Otsego Counties are a rare DX for many
world wide US COUNTY Hunters.

GOALS:

- Provide an opportunity for world wide hams to get confirmed contact
with New York State's Delaware and Otsego Counties.

- Provide an opportunity for local hams and clubs to work together.
Club membership is not required.

- Enrich the activities of the local Amateur Radio operators.

6/2/06 3:22 PM

DATES and FREQUENCIES:

10 M voice: 28.450 MHz
15 M voice: 21.400 MHz
20 M voice: 14.320 MHz

CW:  14.100 MHz
PSK-31: 14.073 MHz)

We would like to cover these frequencies during the weekend since
they are listed in QST. Obviously we can not all be on the same

frequency at the same time.

See Feb. QST , page 112 under Special Events, February 24th and 25th, 2001

Operating near the designated frequencies would be helpful.
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Certificates will be awarded to stations that have two contacts in
either of our counties during this weekend. They must send a large SASE
and contact log to AA2RM, William Holland. Address is in February 2001 QST. page 112.

QSL card exchange will be done on an individual, station to station,
basis. Participants should be willing to exchange QSL cards.

Local Contest: Delaware and Otsego county station with the most
contacts wins! One prize for each county. Send or e-mail contact log to AAZRM.

-submitted by AB2IC John-in-Downsville (607)363-7303 home & voice mail; or (607)363-7617 home office

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS
Two VE Examinations sessions are scheduled for this month:

Saturday 17 February 2001 starting at 2PM at the Margaretville Telephone Company, sponsored by the Margaretteville ARC. The Exam
will follow the regularly scheduled MARC meeting at 1PM.

Monday 26 February 2001 starting at 6PM at the Elm Street Methodist Church (West End of Oneonta), sponsored by the Oneonta
Amateur Radio Club. The Exam will preceed the regularly scheduled meeting at 7PM.

Examinees should bring $10, a photo identification, and their Social Security Card.
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ONLINE PLACE OF INTEREST TO HAMMING SCOUTERS: HELLO!

As both Scouters and amateur radio operators, courtesy is a key consideration during communication. For the linguistically
challenged, here's a site which translates common greetings such as "Good Morning", "Hello", "Thank You", "Yes", "No", and about
nine more phrases from English (or American, if you want to get technical) into over 400 (that's FOUR HUNDRED!) different
languages.

For example, "Good Morning" in Comoran (Comoros Islands just east of Africa) is "Bariza soubouni!".

If you print out a particular word translation, it amounts to 12 pages, depending upon the font used. Go to:

http://www.elite.net/~runner/jennifers/goodbye.htm .
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ANOTHER ONLINE PLACE OF INTEREST

I don't impress easily, but this site impressed me. I was so impressed by it that I made it into my desktop picture (wallpaper).
Like the site above, this came off one of the ham radio Lists to which I subscribe. I'm not going to spoil the surprise by
stating what it is, but I guarantee it'll be worth it:

http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/image/0011/earthlights_dmsp_big.jpg .

Like the URL says, it's a jpeg image, but be cautioned that it's 386kbs.
Be sure to scroll up and down, left and right - it's huge! Enjoy!

<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
KCZELN EAGLE PROJECT

John Copeland, KC2ELN is working on his Eagle Scout project as mentioned above. Here's three brief reports on his project thus
far as reported by his Elmer and mentor, Jim, WA2IAX:

Dated 14 January 2001:
Troop 99 Committee and friends:

Most proud to report a first field operation for John Copeland's (known to his friends, HAM associates and the FCC as KC2ELN)
Eagle project as being quite a success.

The mission (determine accessability of HAM repeater stations from various Red Cross Disaster Shelter sites around Delaware
County per direction of Emergency Coordinator Paul deAndrea WA2JOW) was a great success especially for the first field test.

Five repeater stations were accessed with various radios, antennas and power levels. These included 2 in Walton, and one each in
Oneonta, Norwich and Binghamton. All contacts were made with portable, battery-powered equipment.

Most helpfull were Al Mongardi K2EZK of Sidney and John Hampel AB2IC of Downsville who served as the "Other end" of the test
communications. Our thanks to them.
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Our guys helping were: Jason Behnke and "'ol timer Mike" Leidy KC2GGL. Please credit Jason with 1.5 hours service time.

Dated 21 January 2001:
SM John (Latta):

Pleased to report that Operation RAT (Repeater Access Test) has made the 2nd of 7 visits to designated proposed Red Cross
Shelter Sites as of today 1-21-01. John Copeland KC2ELN, Don Prestidge (Troop 36 Walton Scout) KC2GZU, Mike Leidy KC2GGL were
the licensed participants along with their ol' pal Jason Behnke.

A small tower was erected in the Walton High School Parking lot. Machines (2) were accessed in Walton, and one each in Oneonta
and Binghamton. Adin Miller N2WDV had offered to take us up on Walton Mtn. if a relay station was needed to reach Binghamton.
This was not needed as the Bing 146.73 was accessed from the School Site. Many thanks to him. Visited his beautiful farm after
the test.

Also many thanks again to K2EZK Al Mongardi, Sidney and "John in Downsville" Hampel AB2IC for their kind help in listening for
John and the group and giving signal reports.

Kevin Brown N2ZPY of the Margaretville Club has offered help over in the eastern Sector. John will be contacting him. Thanks
Kev.

Yours in Scouting and Hammin' Jim LeBaron WA2AIX

Dated 12 February 2001

Candidate John Copeland KCZ2ELN put his crew through another RAT operation (Repeater Access Test) today from Delhi. Scouts Mike
Leidy KC2GGL and Matt Zieno put up a portable tower at the American Legion parking lot. Machines in Walton, Stamford and Oneonta
were reached from the Legion. The Margaretville repeater was reached via relay station on "Big Tom" a hill 3 miles away at 2000
feet. Communication from the Legion to the relay station was handled through FRS radios and via 146.52 Simplex.

Many thanks to participating base stations K2EZK Al, AB2IC John, N2ZPY Kevin and WB20KO Bob. Much apprecaition is due the
American Legion of Delhi for the use of their parking lot. It is the generosity of private organizations such as this that keep
Scouting alive and well in Delaware County.

Troop 99 - submitted by Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

STILL LOOKING FOR A PRO-TEM EDITOR

Your friendly OCARG Bulletin Editor (K2FRD) is changing his QTH to CQ DX in Labrador, Province of Newfoundland, leaving in very
early June 2001, not returning until late August or September or whenever. I'll be QRT with the Bulletin during that period and
am looking for someone to take over. Clearly, if no one does, the Bulletin will also be QRT for the duration. It requires about
five or so hours per month to put this newsletter to bed - not really all that much work; the readership provides most of the
news. Any Volunteers? I'd really like to keep it going. Please contact me via email at: thefred@ascent.net.

OCARG WEB SITE UP AND RUNNING

The Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group now has its own Website! Still under construction, and probably always will be, it
can be checked out at:

http://sites.netscape.net/thefred3/homepage .
Netscape has proven be to very easy to work with in terms of site construction, provides 11 mb of Website space, and permits
"cookie cutter" construction without having to know very much about HTML, but it has two flaws: terrible technical support and
all too frequently, the sites.netscape URL is down or downloads very slowly.
Check it out, Bookmark ("Favorites") it, check it from time to time. I'm constantly adding Links to ham-Scouting sites, updates
on Council and club activities, and other dated information. There's a new page with basic information on Otschodela Council and

a personal page for K2FRD with information about the upcoming Labrador DXpedition.

I'm in the process of getting it registered with some 300 search engines, but it'll take a few days to several weeks before it
appears on a Search.

If anyone has suggestions for additions and/or improvements and/or criticisms, feel free to pass them on to me. I'm no expert in
Web site design.
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NEW ANTI-TELEMARKETER LAW IN NEW YORK STATE

New York State governor George Pataki recently signed into law a bill which will permit consumers to be taken off telemarketers'
target lists. The law goes into effect on 1 April 2001 and makes it illegal for a telemarketer to keep a name and phone number
on their list. They are given 3@ days from the date of registration to remove the names. The following site permits pre-
registration with the idea that a registered consumer may have his/her name removed from these lists effective 1 April 2001:

https://www.consumer.state.ny.us/prereg.htm .

I preregistered some days ago. I got tired of having my phone ring just as I'm sitting down to eat. It remains to be seen on 1
April if this is gonna work or not.

I know - it almost sounds too good to be true. It seems too easy. But, the URLs and the CSB Home Page seem authentic enough.
We'll see...

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
EDITORIAL: WHY DO SOME HAMS DISLIKE THE ARRL?

You hear it all the time on the air, at ham gatherings, in polite conversation. There are many amateur radio operators who
simply do not like the American Radio Relay League (ARRL or, The League).

There are approximately 712,000 hams in the United States (210,000 Techs, 121,000 Tech Plusses, 60,000 Novices, 134,000
Generals, 93,000 Advanced, and 94,000 Extras). Somewhat less than a third of U.S. amateurs belong to the ARRL. One major reason
for this is the relatively high cost of membership, currently at $34 per year, soon to be at $39 per year. Not everyone, myself
included, can afford membership in an association for hobbyists. For comparison, membership in my Professional association, The
Wildlife Society costs $6@ per year, not including its Journal (another $90); I can't afford that either. However, I scrape up
enough money every September to pay my dues to The League for two reasons: (1) to obtain QST magazine, a publication of the
highest standards, and (2) to support the League's political positions and lobbying efforts, particularly with regard to its
relationship with the U.S. Federal Government and, to a very slightly lesser degree, due to its influence with the international
amateur community and their governments.

There are a lot of people out there who simply do not like amateur radio operators or, possibly more specifically, do not like
the diversity and flexibility of bandwidth and operating privileges. We have more available bands, bandwidth, and modes of
communication and fewer restrictions than virtually any other licensed or unlicensed service in the world, including the
military (except in time of war). Cell phone operators, wireless digital information (Internet) services, the commercial radio
and TV broadcast industry, paging companies, and other wireless communication organizations covet our bands and frequencies. (I
won't mention the little old ladies who blame ham operators for interference on "As The World Turns" - it's easier to blame us
than poorly filtered and over-amplified (illegal) CB and/or public service radios nor will I mention those persons who feel the
airwaves should be "free for all" to use as they see fit; these persons are ignorant, misinformed, and are happier remaining
that way). Clearly, if these major opponents to amateur radio had their way, we would lose much or even all of our operating
bandwidth.

It is my observation and viewpoint that the ONLY entity standing between the Federal Government (read: Congress and the FCC) and
those factions who would remove, restrict, replace, or otherwise dissipate our amateur privileges, be they bandwidth, equipment,
assigned frequencies, modes, licenses, or whatever, is the American Radio Relay League. If we did not have The League, we would

not have the magnitude and diversity of privileges that we have now, if we had any at all. I challenge anyone out there to tell

me who else in this country represents and defends amateur radio operators to our government? I would really like to know!

I will certainly agree with some League critics that it sometimes appears to be a slow bureaucracy with policy changes
progressing at a glacial pace or in the wrong direction, if at all. For some examples, DXCC, WAS, and other ARRL DX Awards still
refuse to accept electronically-transmitted QSL reports ("e-QSLs"). And, there are a LOT of hams who disagree with the League's
position on Morse Code requirements, or lack thereof, for higher licenses. Further, there may be some who laugh at the League's
attempts to have PRB-1 retroactively applicable to subdivisions and other residential properties which have CCRs (Conditions,
Covenants, and Restrictions) against amateur radio towers. [Note: PRB-1 is the FCC regulation restricting communities from
regulating amateur radio towers].

These above examples are certainly petty and shallow reasons for dismissing the ARRL as an entire organization. I do not believe
that we need to agree with every single policy, guideline, and philosophy that The League promulgates to be able to support it
any more than I believe that two people have to agree on everything to remain friends.

Whether the ARRL's disclaimers want to admit it or not, The League does, in fact, represent us, the amateur radio operators of
the United States. It remains the ONLY organization or entity which does this. If we fail to support it or, worse, attempt to
undermine its activities, the only losers will be us, the amateur radio operators of the United States.

Again, I challenge anyone to demonstrate how the League does NOT represent nor support the rights of the amateur radio
community. Corollary to this challenge, I would like to hear just why some hams simply do not like the ARRL. I will be more than
happy to print a rebuttal to this editorial and/or comments on the theme of this editorial.

-K2FRD
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As always, if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, feel free to let me know via email: thefred@ascent.net

Page 5 of 6



FEBRUARY 2001 OCARG BULLETIN 6/2/06 3:22 PM

1111111313133313131311133131113133331313131113313111313117313131313133313713

Page 6 of 6



