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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

       VOLUME 3 NUMBER 1                    SEPTEMBER 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender. OCARG is an 
FCC-licensed Amateur Radio Club Station with the callsign KZ2BSA.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA

************************************************************************************

OCARG EAGLE STARTS ITS THIRD YEAR
This edition of the OCARG EAGLE  marks the beginning of its third year of 
publication. For those who joined us recently, the Otschodela Council Amateur 
Radio Group was conceived at the May 2000 Otschodela Council (Oneonta, NY) 
Camporee where some 400 Scouts and Scouters celebrated the 90th Anniversary 
of Troop 1 Unadilla (NY), the oldest continuously chartered Boy Scout Troop in 
the United States. A group of local ham-licensed Scouters sponsored by the 
Chenango Valley Amateur Radio Association (Chenango County, NY) organized a 
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ham radio Special Event using BSA's National callsign K2BSA. Following this 
successful activity, the Scouters organized OCARG and a monthly newsletter 
followed in short order. Eventually, this news bulletin adopted the name
OCARG EAGLE. Owing to the wider interest of its subject area, amateur radio in 
Boy Scouting, the EAGLE opened its pages and readership beyond Otschodela 
Council in late 2000.

The EAGLE now has some 70 subscribers in about nine States and three countries 
with about 23 Scouts and Scouters within the original Otschodela Council . 
Insofar as is known, it is the only bulletin of its type, i.e. a ham-Scouting 
organization with a regularly published newsletter.

In November 2001, OCARG obtained a club callsign, but due to the national 
anthrax scare, did not obtain its special vanity callsign KZ2BSA until March 
2002.

###############################################################

TROOP 99 CANOES AND RADIOS IN
ADIRONDACKS

Up a Lazy River – Dad Dave Fritzsch and Scout Andrew Fritzsch of Troop 99 
paddle up Brown's Tract Inlet of Raquette Lake during their annual canoe trip.

Troop 99 Canoe Trip

August 16 through 18 were the dates of Scout Troop 99's Canoe Trip to the 
Adirondacks. The trip was taken in two groups. Half of the troop started at the 
boat ramp in Inlet, NY and the other started from the State Campground at 
Golden beach on Raquette Lake.

The teams were delayed by high winds at both ends the first day and the 
Raquette Team had to wait 5 hours for the wind to reduce to a level where safe 
paddling could resume. The Raquette Team's WA2IAX was able to file an "All
Safe" report back home via Amateur radio thanks to friend Chuck Brumley KB2E
from Saraanc Lake.

An intense thunderstorm early Friday night forced the Scouts to "Hit the Tents" 
early but only a few soggy spots were experienced. Saturday greeted the 
paddlers with the calls of Loons, little wind and a beautiful clear sunny day 
for drying gear.

The Raquette Team canoed up Brown's Tract Inlet, pulling over six beaver dams 
before the carry to Eighth Lake. The groups advanced toward each other through 
the Seventh and Eighth Lake areas of the Fulton Chain and had a "Rendezvous" 
at the Alvah Dunning Lean-to at the head of Eighth Lake.  Tall tales and 
navigation advice were exchanged.

Proceeding to the Campsite at Eighth Lake, the Raquette Team "City'ed Out"  by 
taking showers, calling home and buying Cokes from the mobile store. A lean-to 
was found,  fish were caught and the Troop's usual church service was held.

Sunday morning started hot and humid and the teams got an early start just 
before a comfortable breeze came up. Fortunately it did not blow too strongly 
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and both were able to reach the end of their respective legs before high winds 
arrived.

The Inlet Team picked up cars at their end point, delivered them to The Raquette 
Team and returned in their own vehicles for their canoes and gear. The Inlet 
Team was treated to a special finish to the weekend,  a float plane flight over 
their canoe route with Mr. Tom Helms of Helms Aero Service at Long Lake. The 
Raquette Team was not able to fly due to high winds at their end of the route.

Scouts attending were: Dan Maddalone, Dan Metch, Dan Zieno, Andrew Fritzsch, 
Derrick McHenry KC2JIX and Jordan Fitzgerald.

Troop members are: Eric Echard, Ken Echard, Jordin Fitzgerald, Andrew Fritzsch, 
Tom Haney, Eric Hitt, Conner Hornbeck KC2JJY, Troy Kiel, Alex King,  Alex Latta, 
Ryan Latta, Dan Maddalone, Josh McClenon, Derrick McHenry KC2JIX, Dan Metch, 
James Munholand, Skyler Reithoffer, Kyle Rutenber, Adam Soroka, Andy Soroka, 
Corey Steffen, Brandon White, Steve Winston  and Dan Zieno. Our sponsor is the 
First Congregational Church, Main at Bridge Streets, Sidney, NY. The Troop 
meets every Monday night at the church at 7:00 PM. Scouting is open to all boys, 
ages 11 through 17 regardless of previous Cub Scout or Boy Scout experience. 
Please see the Troop website:
http://www.upstate88.com/99 for additional information.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
%%%%%%%%%%

2002 JOTA ON TRACK:  COUNTDOWN

The 45th 2002 Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) will take place 18-20 October 2002 
from locations around the world. Scout Packs and Troops, Districts, and 
Councils everywhere are making plans to make this the biggest JOTA ever.

The ARRL has more information about JOTA brocures and other details at:
http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/ideas.html .

Keep up to date with Scouting plans and information for patches:
http://www.bsa.scouting.org/international/jota.html .

The ARRL has information kits to hand out at JOTA. These kits are available 
online at the URL below. Kits are $12 with shipping, and include handout 
materials for 50 persons:

https://www.arrl.org/forms/ead/recruit/orderform.html .

JOTA Scout Frequencies
                                          Band                SSB (phone)       CW (Morse code)
                                          80-meter          3.740* and        3.940 MHz
                                                                                                  3.590 MHz
                                          40-meter          7.090* and       7.290 MHz
                                                                                                 7.030 MHz
                                          20-meter       14.290 MHz       14.070 MHz (1)
                                          17-meter       18.140 MHz       18.080 MHz
                                          15-meter       21.360 MHz       21.140 MHz
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                                          12-meter       24.960 MHz       24.910 MHz
                                          10-meter       28.390 MHz**   28.190 MHz

*Not authorized to transmit in the United States (Region 2); however, you may 
listen.
**For United States, to allow novices to participate in JOTA on the phone.

(1) 14.070 is now the PSK31 frequency; this may be changed for CW. An inquiry to 
BSA International has not yet resolved this issue. It is NOT recommended to 
transmit CW on the PSK-31 part of the 20m band.

DON'T FORGET TO SUBMIT A REPORT OF YOUR JOTA OPERATIONS:

Historically, JOTA operations have been poorly reported, not because few JOTA 
stations are on the air, but simply because operators haven't filled out the 
forms. Here's the online log location for the ARRL:

http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/jotalog/

And, here's where to send a JOTA report to BSA National HQ:

"Moyer, Ray WD8JKV" <emailto:RMoyer@netbsa.org>

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

KZ2BSA ON THE AIR FOR JOTA
Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group's callsign KZ2BSA will be heard from 
the Foothills District Fall Camporee at East Sidney Dam in Delaware County, 
upstate New York. At least five OCARG operators will conduct JOTA activities: 
Jim WA2IAX, Kevin KB2EZR, Kevin N2PZY with his EmCom trailer, Bob N2RXK with 
his EmCom trailer, and Fred K2FRD. Special "QSL" cards will be handed out to 
the Scouts and adult leaders who actually talk on the air while standard 
KZ2BSA QSL cards will be available to those stations with whom contact is made.

OCARG expects to "process" some 150 to 200 Scouts and leaders on SSB, CW, and 
PSK-31. Operations are planned for 80, 40, 20, and 17 meters. K2FRD will be 
using PSK-31 on 14.070 while WA2IAX will pass message traffic on VHF and 
possibly 80m. As a special treat, weather permitting, K2FRD will send up a 
weather balloon-borne antenna as a demonstration.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
&&&&&&

TROOP 37 ATTLEBORO, MA, LISTENING
FOR JOTA...
If anyone is interested we (Troop 37 and the SMHARC) are going to do JOTA
from Camp Norse in Plymouth MA.  It is a council camporee.  We will be on
the air during Saturday and maybe early Sunday AM.  We break camp Sunday
morning.

Troop 37 is located in Attleboro MA. and SMHARC is the Sturdy Memorial
Hospital ARC also located in Attleboro MA.
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73 - Fred, KA1CQD (Troop Committee)

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

K2BSA STILL HAS JOTA VACANCIES
Per Ray Moyer WD8JKV, Trustee for K2BSA, there are still several call areas 
which have not yet requested the use of BSA National's callsign, K2BSA. 
Interested parties should contact Ray at:  <emailto:RMoyer@netbsa.org>.

ªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªª

KIDS' DAY 2002 REPORT FROM KZ2BSA
A little delayed due to the EAGLE's summer break, but here's a report on Kids' 
Day:

Scouts at Kids' Day of Amateur Radio - L to R: Scouts Andrew Soroka, Derrick 
McHenry KC2JJY, Adam Soroka and Tom Haney. Absent from the picture were 
Connor KC2JIX and Jesse Hornbeck.
---------------------------------

Troop 99 of Sidney, NY (Foothills District, Otschodela Council) went into the 
hills south of town to set up stations for the "Kids' Day" Amateur radio event on 
15 June 2002. Kids from all over the U.S. joined forces with dads, uncles, 
gramps, youth leaders etc., who are Amateur radio Operators, for the purpose of 
talking with other kids around the country. It was the first organized use of the 
special Scout Council station callsign KZ2BSA for Boy Scouts of America.

Troop 99's "C-Corps", consisting of Scout licensees Derrick Mchenry KC2JIX and 
Connor Hornbeck KC2JJY, hosted Scouts Tom Haney, Adam Soroka and Andrew 
Soroka on their 2 VHF stations. Contacts were made with John Hampel AB2IC of 
Downsville and Adin Miller of Walton N2WDV on the Walton repeater 146.955. 
Contacts were also made with Walt KC2BKD and Martha KC2BKB Gauthier of 
Laurens, Bob Benton Jr. N2RXK of Sherburne and Joe Dolgos KA2ZFM of Mt. 
Upton on the Norwich repeater 146.685.

An HF station was set up under a troop dining fly by licensed troop leaders and 
the Scouts were able to talk with other youngsters: Kevin and Ellen in Roswell, 
Georgia W3WL and Wes, Sarah and Mariah in Jefferson City, Missouri.

An hour's operating time yielded some nice contacts, some very rained-on, wet 
Scouts and a marked absence of leftover chips, soda and cookies.

Our very special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Steve Anderson for allowing us to set 
up the operation on their hilltop property.

de Jim WA2IAX

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
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TOM ROY WA2EFE, WELL-KNOWN
SCOUTER RETIRES
Tom Roy WA2EFE of Worcester, NY (Deerslayer District, Otschodela Council) 
retired from his position as a teacher in the Worcester Central School District 
at the end of the school year in June. Tom is a well-known Scouter in 
Otschodela Council, is Deerslayer District's Camping Committee Chairman, has 
been on the Staff of Henderson Scout Reservation (formerly Crumhorn 
Mountain Scout Camp) for many years as Campcraft Program Director and is now 
the Assistant Camp Director, was Scoutmaster of Troop 19 Worcester, and holds 
the Silver Beaver Award. His charming wife Marion, also a long-term Camp Staff 
member, joins him in retirement.

He admits to having been relatively inactive on the air in recent years, but now 
has the opportunity to return to amateur radio.

Congratulations, Tom! If anyone deserves a break, it's you!

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………

ONE FOR THE BOOKS
As those of us who are DXers know, the exchange of QSL cards is the last 
courtesy of a QSO. Here's a story which may set a record:

http://members.aol.com/w1af/belfast.htm .

ßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßß
ßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßß

NORWICH NWS TRANSMITTER NOW
ONLINE
The National Weather Service now has a new transmitter located near Norwich, 
Chenango County, NY, thanks to a grant to the City of Norwich Emergency 
Management Office and its Emergency Management Officer, Wes Jone W2EMO. 
The station, operating on a frequency of 162.525 puts out 300 watts and has been 
heard for at least a 25-mile radius. It fulfils the need for Chenango County 
weather information and fills the gap between the Binghamton and Cooperstown 
stations.

It is anticipated that the station will eventually include emergency broadcasts 
in addition to 24-hour weather bulletings.

de K2FRD
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WHY ARE HAMS CALLED HAMS?
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Good question. Here' one answer, courtesy Ken Cassidy WN2WNC:

http://web2.airmail.net/gerryc/newham/nhp9.html .

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††
††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††
††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS:
1 October 2002, 6PM, Otsego Co. Emergency Operations Center, Cooperstown, NY. 
(607)746-2777.

19 October 2002, 2PM, Margaretville (NY) Telephone Company. (845)586-2324.

25 November 2002, 6PM, Oneonta (NY) NYSEG. (607)746-2777.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ
µµµµµµµµ
--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the OCARG membership lists are 
available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

OCARG's mailing list is NEVER sold nor otherwise made available to spammers.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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