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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

       VOLUME 3 NUMBER 2                        OCTOBER 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender. OCARG is an 
FCC-licensed Amateur Radio Club Station with the callsign KZ2BSA.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA

************************************************************************************

IT'S JOTA TIME!

The 45th Annual Janboree On the Air is about to happen! Thousands of Scouts 
and Scouters around the world are clearing their calendars for the weekend 
with some of us dragging out our sleeping bags and tents for a Camporee or 
other portable operation in anticipation of the largest electronic gathering of 
youth in the world.
Here's some basic information:
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The 45th 2002 Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) will take place 18-20 October 2002 
from locations around the world. Scout Packs and Troops, Districts, and 
Councils everywhere are making plans to make this the biggest JOTA ever.

The ARRL has more information about JOTA brochures and other details at:
http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/ideas.html .

Keep up to date with Scouting plans and information for patches:
http://www.scouting.org/international/jota.html .

The ARRL has information kits to hand out at JOTA. These kits are available 
online at the URL below. Kits are $12 with shipping, and include handout 
materials for 50 persons:

https://www.arrl.org/forms/ead/recruit/orderform.html .

JOTA Scout Frequencies
                                          Band                SSB (phone)       CW (Morse code)
                                          80-meter          3.740* and        3.940 MHz
                                                                                                  3.590 MHz
                                          40-meter          7.090* and       7.290 MHz
                                                                                                 7.030 MHz
                                          20-meter       14.290 MHz       14.070 MHz (1)
                                          17-meter       18.140 MHz       18.080 MHz
                                          15-meter       21.360 MHz       21.140 MHz
                                          12-meter       24.960 MHz       24.910 MHz
                                          10-meter       28.390 MHz**   28.190 MHz

*Not authorized to transmit in the United States (Region 2); however, you may 
listen.
**For United States, to allow novices to participate in JOTA on the phone.

(1) 14.070 is now the PSK31 frequency; this frequency may be changed for JOTA 
CW. An inquiry to BSA International has not yet resolved this issue. It is NOT 
recommended to transmit CW on the PSK-31 part of the 20m band (see article 
below).

DON'T FORGET TO SUBMIT A REPORT OF YOUR JOTA OPERATIONS:

Historically, JOTA operations have been poorly reported, not because few JOTA 
stations are on the air, but simply because operators haven't filled out the 
forms. Here's the online log location for the ARRL:

http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/jotalog/

And, here's where to send a JOTA report to BSA National HQ:

"Moyer, Ray WD8JKV" <emailto:RMoyer@netbsa.org>

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
%%%%%%%%%%

ARRL SITE UNDERGOING UPGRADE,
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REVISIONS
Mention should be made at this point since so many League pages are cited here 
that the ARRL is upgrading and revising its computer system. Many pages are 
headed by the following message:

                                 "PLEASE NOTE: ARRL HQ is undertaking a major
                                 computer system conversion. The new system will
                                 allow us to serve you better, but there will be some
                                 delays in service during the conversion. The search
                                 results available from this page are based on
                                 information as of October 4. We expect to resume
                                 normal operations by Monday, October 14, and
                                 apologize for any inconvenience during this period."

While it appears that the ARRL will be back to normal by the date this EAGLE is 
published, allow time for the system to adjust.

©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©

LOCAL JOTA PLANS
Foothills District (Delaware County and part of Schoharie County, upstate, New 
York) of Otschodela Council, Oneonta, NY will host JOTA as part of its Fall 
Camporee. This year's location is at the East Sidney Dam Park, operated by the 
Town of Sidney, NY and owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, about five 
miles east of Exit 11 of I-88 on NYS Route 357, about three miles west of 
Franklin. The Camporee theme is "Lewis and Clark" ("Lois and Clark" on the 
Council's website is inaccurate; it's NOT a Superman theme!). Details on the 
camporee are at:  http://www.otschodela.org/ . Click on "Current Events" in the 
left frame, then click on Foothills Camporee in the right frame. NOTE: it only 
works for Internet Explorer; due to an html coding error, Netscape won't work.

At least five operators will be camped out at the Foothills District Camporee to 
work JOTA:  Jim WA2IAX will be passing message traffic on VHF and HF; Kevin 
N2ZPY will operate from the Margaretville Emergency Communications trailer; 
Ray N2ZQF will be bringing Troop 73 KA2BSA from Voorheesville, NY with its 
ARES van (see: http://members.aol.com/ray73bsa/troop73.htm ); Bob N2RXK will 
operate HF, VHF, and digital from his EmComm trailer; Adam KC2JMN will operate 
with Bob N2RXK; and Fred K2FRD will be working HF and PSK-31 and trying out a 
7' weather balloon carrying aloft a 200' antenna.

Jim WA2IAX will also be operating the JOTA contest at the Camporee in which 
participating Troops are graded by numbers of Scouts originating message 
traffic, talking to other JOTA stations by radio, and visiting the JOTA stations at 
the Camporee. He has constructed several special prizes which will be handed 
out at the Saturday night campfire.

Look for all these operators on HF and possibly 6 Meters on the JOTA 
frequencies and on the HFPack and Live-Wire frequencies of 18.157.5 and 18.155.

###############################################################

OTHER PLANNED JOTA OPERATIONS
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Hundreds of JOTA operations are planned for locations around the world. The 
ARRL has set up a schedule page at:  http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/youthskeds/
. This site permits a Search to locate a specific operation at a particular 
location in the United States. NOTE:  leave the city blank and click on just a 
state; also, click on "Boy Scouts" in addition to "JOTA" or "None Selected" to 
obtain a broad-based result.

Here's some operations we've received in the mail:

"Name is John Miers, AB6XV. The JOTA for San Francisco is being held
at the San Francisco Sea Scout Base at the historic Aquatic Park in
San Francisco. There will be multiple operators providing on the air
experiences for scouts, leaders, and guests. In addition, will be
displays and explanations of Amateur Radio.
We will be operating under the following callsign: AB6XV
Hope to hear you on the air!"

"Seneca Radio Club W8ID will be hosting JOTA for the second year in a
row for the Buckeye District, Black Swamp Area Council, BSA.  The
event will be held at the Seneca County Fairgrounds in Tiffin, OH. 
Our station will be on the air from noon Sat to noon Sunday local
time.  We are also conducting a Radio Merit Badge class for the
scouts and a tech class study group for those working towards their
tech license.  Hope to talk to many of you on the air that weekend.

Curt KC8PUY
Club JOTA Event Coordinator"

"W3EXW
North Hills ARC
Greater Pittsburgh Council

Oct 19 8:30am till 5:00pm
3 HF radios
6m, 2m, 440, UO-14
Possible SSTV
PowerPoint presentations on emergency communication and ARISS
2 RMB classes 8:30am and 1pm"

From Georgia:

"Pack 702 Cub Scouts, Covered Bridge District, Atlanta Area Council,
will be back on the air for JOTA on Saturday, October 19 2002. We
will be rotating in Cub Scout dens and guest Scouts from the area.

We will be operating station W4JO looking for QSO's and to be
calling 'CQ JOTA' on or near the standard JOTA frequencies on 20M, 17
M, 15M, 12M and 10M, conditions permitting, from approximately
1200UTC to 2000UTC (8 am to 4 pm Eastern Daylight Time)."

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
&&&&&&

JOTA CONTACTS:  WHERE TO FIND
From Jean Wolfgang WB3IOS at the ARRL Field and Educational Services Division 
which covers Scouting and amateur radio matters:
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I have begun receiving emails from scouting dens, troops, etc asking
where they can find people (they are referring to hams) who are
planning to do JOTA.  ARRL has never kept a list like that before.

 HOWEVER, I would like to try it this year.  Please register your
JOTA activity at http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/youthskeds/  As I get
requests, I will point them to that page so please register ASAP. 
(You can set the expiration for the day after JOTA (October 21.) 
Please consider registering the event for boy scouts and girl
scouts.  I know this will help many more scouting groups participate
in JOTA 2002.

Thanks for your help.

Jean

ßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßß
ßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßß

NICE FEEDBACK AND GREAT SITES!
Here's the kind of feedback and Letter To The Editor we like to receive:

"Hello,

I enjoy being on your mailing list.
You sure work passionately- I can tell that all the way from here in
Carrollton, Texas.

Below are some websites I thought I would share with you.
Check them out. Hope they give you some new useful information.

Thanks for all you do.
Roz Stone
Carrollton, Texas

Mom of KD5LUV who is writing up his Eagle project!!  

http://www.btbf.org/troop714  (our troop's site with a few links)

http://www.radio.gov.uk

http://www.people.virginia.edu/~rjk5a/sarlink.htm

http://www.the911site.com/911k

http://www.xmission.com/~gastown/herpmed/snbite.htm

http://spacelink.nasa.gov/education.file

http://www.defenselink.mil

http://www.capnhq.gov

http://www.lairweb.org.nz/vulture (really cool site)"
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@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

JOTA 20M FREQUENCY CONFLICT
The JOTA CW frequency is listed as 14.070MHZ. However, over the past two or 
three years, this frequency has been designated as the international PSK-31 
frequency and, as such is intensively used for PSK. An email to National HQ in 
Texas stated the conflict and it was forwarded to the International Division, but 
no work has yet been heard back.

CW operators are cautioned NOT to use 14.070. The Boy Scouts of the world do 
not want to endanger good relations between Scouting and the rest of the 
world's amateur radio community by dropping CW QRM on top of PSK. As a PSK-31 
operator, I can assert that a single CW signal will wipe out the entire PSK part 
of the band on which there can be as many as fifteen PSK QSOs in progress at 
any one time.

øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø

HF LOANER RIGS AVAILABLE
For the Technician who is studying to upgrade to General (or Extra), Chenango 
Valley Amateur Radio Association, Chenango County has a limited number of 
loaner HF transceivers available for loan. Among others, a Heathkit HW-101 is 
an ideal rig as a "started" with which a new ham may become introduced to and 
familiar with the High Frequency bands of 10, 15, 20, 40, and 80 meters. The rig 
has no microphone, but it's perfectly usable in CW. These bands are useful to 
learn Morse Code either from the daily ARRL practice code transmissions or 
from actual QSOs in the CW parts of the bands. It's best use, however, may be 
teaching "real radio" through the necessity to tune and load this tube-driven 
hybrid transceiver.

For further information and/or application to borrow the transceiver for a few 
months, contact:  <mailto:k2frd@arrl.net> or <mailto:n2gvb@arrl.net>.

ŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸŸ

LINKS TO SCOUTING WEBSITES
WORLDWIDE
One of the most comprehensive websites to provide links to Scouting worldwide:

http://www.kc5nyo.net/links/clubs-scouting.htm .

ææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææææ
ææææ

NEW HAMS NEED NOT FEEL KLUTZED
This came out of eHam ( http://www.eham.net/ ) in response to an article entitled, 
"Stupid Amateur Tricks 101". It's long, but amusing and reflects that even 
experience hams sometimes do strange things. Courtesy Ed W5HTW, used with 
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permission:

"Fortunately, being a ham for a long time, a government HF radio operator, a 
broadcast engineer, and the owner of a 2-way radio shop, I have never done 
anything stupid. Sorry to hear some of you have.

I still recall the time I was sitting in the radio shack, and it was night, and it 
was my duty to respond every half hour to the HF net, via CW. I had trained 
myself to doze for 15 or so minutes and then awaken to hear the net call, send 
my call sign and a quick QRU, and go back to sleep. But this night something 
kept "snapping" around the relatively quiet radio room, as quiet as it can be with 
a BC610-I sitting there. I turned the radio down more, to try to locate this odd 
snapping sound. Ah, there it was, at the coax connector to the transmitter. That 
connector was mounted in a plexiglass panel, so it was ungrounded, for the 
balanced output. And there, in the dark, there were these little white arcs from 
the coax shield to the transmitter case.

No sir, I'm not stupid. I knew that was static electricity. And I knew the best 
thing to do was simply unscrew the antenna and ground it. Interesting. Of 
course, it was by choice that I decided I could measure the static discharge with 
my hand before unscrewing the connector. One "Ouch" means "bad." Two "Yikes" 
means very bad, and four "g@#$*&%" means several "ouches, a few yikes, and a 
couple of ....." Not stupid. This was all planned.

So I decided the best way to get that coax PL259 unscrewed with not to touch it. I 
would use pliers, I would. Yes, indeedy. And so I did. But they weren't insulated. 
As I picked them up from where I had thrown them in the dark room, I thought 
maybe I should find an insulated pair. Which I did.

Then I grabbed that PL259 with the insulated pliers. Odd. I knew, so it wasn't a 
stupid trick, that 1/32 inch of insulation wasn't going to mean a whole lot to a 
static arc that was jumping 3/4 inch. I found the second pair of pliers under a 
tool box, using my good hand to find them. And with interesting sound effects.

Not being stupid, I decided it was probably best to grab some bare wire, wrap it 
around the PL259 and ground the darned antenna right to the transmitter 
chassis. Yes, that will work. Oh, I should mention, though, you need to connect 
the end to the ground before you connect the other end to the antenna. More 
sound affects.

I retrieved the piece of wire, bolted it securely to the transmitter frame, then 
wrapped it around the PL259. In spite of a bit of a jolt, it worked and the antenna 
was now grounded.

A couple of years later a good friend of mine reached into the innards of a 10 
KW SW AM transmitter, with a tank coil the size of a kitchen trash can. It was 
disconnected from power entirely, but, unfortunately for him and his 
vocabulary, was still hooked to a huge 3-wire rhombic out there swinging in the 
cold wind. The arc from the antenna loading coil could be heard all over the 
transmitter building, and it burned his finger rather badly. He knew better, too, 
and was just testing for the presence of static electricity. I learned a new word 
or two from him. I'm sure that was his intent. .

Reminds me of the time I was jusing a portable jig saw to cut some old wood. 
Oddly, after several very difficult cuts, I noticed there was no smoke coming 
from the blade. That blade should be hotter than a burrito in a microwave. So, 
with the saw off, I gripped that jig saw blade between my thumb and forefinger. 
Now that wasn't stupid. I was testing. I had long been curious as to whether skin 
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would stick to a hot jigsaw blade and this was the perfect time to find out. It 
worked beautifully.

After I retrieved the saw and made sure it was unplugged, I soaked my hand in 
cold water for a while. That was, you understand, all part of the plan. Check 
jig saw blade for heat. Soak fingers. Soak head.

There was the time I was working on an old KW CW transmitter in the basement. 
But while doing so I was also chatting with my brother in law on 75 meter 
sideband. My wife came downstairs to chat with her brother, and she stopped 
beside me. She didn't stay very long. Seems I had laid the very hot and still 
plugged in 55 watt soldering iron on the concrete floor. Couldn't hurt anything 
down there. Except, of course, bare feet. Again, though, this was planned. I had 
been wondering about the smell of burning bare feet and obviously I didn't want 
to burn my own. What better way to test this out?

When I told her the joke about the boy visiting the blacksmith, she went upstairs 
crying. The boy watched the blacksmith pull a horseshoe out of the fire and lay 
it down. The shoe looked ready to use, so the boy picked it up. He also put it 
down, very quickly, and looked around. The smitty said, "What's wrong? Was it 
hot?" The boy said, "Nope. Just doesn't take me long to look at a horseshoe." My 
wife ( should be more specific; ex-wife) can tell how long it takes to stand on a 
soldering iron. About two seconds.

We are full of career experiments. I learned about bleeder resistors, big time. 
And what happens if they open. I learned about a grid modulator plugged into a 
cathode-keyed transmitter, with a metal cased microphone. That lesson I learned 
from the opposite side of my bedroom after I flipped up the plate switch. I 
learned about RF and mobile antennas when I leaned into a 10 meter antenna 
during a transmitter hunt, long long ago. My bare arm still has a scar. That 
was, of course, my intent, not a stupid trick.

After using a transceiver for a while on HF I switched back to separates - 
separate transmitter and receiver. Of course, I was experimenting, to see how 
long it would take me to remember the transmitter was not necessarily on the 
receiving frequency. Or even on the same band.

I learned not to leave the rig set up for break-in CW, the paddles in plain open 
sight on the desk, and the cat looking for a place to sleep. He did not mind the 
beeping, and I called him Ditty Kitty after that for a while. It was lucky - I had 
been running some tests on the dummy load (no, not me, the OTHER dummy load) 
so his SOS to the SPCA did not go on the air. He has, by the way, also worked the 
VOX on 20 meters one day, and that WAS on the air. And he is NOT licensed. As 
far as I could tell, it was only a single "Meow" and I was in the room at the time 
and made a mad dash for the microphone.

Nothing stupid in my life. It's the cat's fault.

73 Ed W5HTW"

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
((((((((((((((((((((((((

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS:

19 October 2002, 2PM, Margaretville (NY) Telephone Company. (845)586-2324.
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19 October 2002, 9AM, Red Cross building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

16 November 2002, 9AM, Red Cross Building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

25 November 2002, 6PM, Oneonta (NY) NYSEG. (607)746-2777.

14 December 2002, 9AM, Red Cross Building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$

THIS IS GREAT! EDITOR'S EASIEST
EDITION!
Thanks to all the submissions from the OCARG EAGLE readership, I actually 
didn't have to write very much this month and could relax and enjoy the 
privileges that belong to the position of "Editor", namely to sit back and edit 
other people's work! Thanks to you all and keep those cards and letters coming!

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the OCARG membership lists are 
available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

OCARG's mailing list is NEVER sold nor otherwise made available to spammers.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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