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Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender. OCARG is an 
FCC-licensed Amateur Radio Club Station with the callsign KZ2BSA.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA

************************************************************************************

JOTA 2002:  COLD, WET, AND MISERABLE
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Troop 99, Sidney NY Scout guest operators Corey Steffen and Andrew Fritzsch
work a rainy late shift on 40M SSB during the JOTA 2002 from their campsite 
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near Franklin NY. The station KZ2BSA, club callsign for the local Scout 
Council, saw 12 Scouts operate and 5 originate NTS messages. They were working 
with jury-rigged antennas after their first set up was leveled by high winds.
Note the winter clothes and rosy cheeks!

******************************************************

The 45th Jamboree On The Air in upstate New York proved to be cold, wet, and 
miserable for the 12 amateur radio operators and 150 Scouts and adult leaders 
who attended the Foothills District Camporee at East Sidney Dam Park near 
Franklin, NY. A cold system invaded the area early Friday 18 October and by the 
next morning, it was raining lightly but steadily, keeping the Scouts and 
operators inside and bundled up. Very few Scouts went around to the five radio 
stations set up; many didn't even bother to attend the Camporee's events due to 
the weather.

Twelve operators manned or otherwise assisted the five JOTA stations:  Jim 
WA2IAX, Kevin KB2EZR, Adam KC2JMN, Kevin N2ZPY, John KC2ELN, Derrick KC2JIX 
(Troop 99), Connor KC2JJY (Troop 99), Frank N4MAI, Bob N2RXK, Fred K2FRD, and 
the gang from Troop 73 Voorheesville KA2BSA with Ray N2ZQF and David KC2IBF. 
Two stations, WA2IAX and K2FRD were under canvas which proved vulnerable to 
the weather while the three other stations were in the communications trailers 
of N2RXK and N2ZPY and Troop 73's communications van, all of which were better 
protected from the rain and cold.

Despite the weather, all operators and Scouts had fun (that's what camping is 
all about!) and promises were made to do it again next year.
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TROOP 99s JOTA CAMPOREE EXPERIENCE
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Scout Troop 99 Jr. Flag Signaling Team Takes a first place at the Foothills 
District Fall Camporee at the East Sidney Dam -  [L to R ] Jordin Fitzgerald, 
Connor Hornbeck, Matt Nickell and Alex King.

Troop 99 attended the Sidney-Sponsored Fall Camporee at the East Sidney Dam 
Campsite. Scouts spent 2 nights at the campsite.  Saturday offered wind and rain 
most of the day. 

Events for the weekend included First Aid, Knot tying, Log sawing, Compass, Flag 
signaling, Canoe paddling and carrying, Fire building, Tent pitching and
Jamboree on the Air [JOTA] Amateur Radio Event.

The troop's junior team placed first in 4 of the events.

On site members were: Dan Zieno, Kyle Rutenbur, Tom Haney,  Alex King, Matt 
Nickell, Troy Kiel, Connor Hornbeck, Corey Steffen, Sky Reithofer, Andrew 
Fritzsch, Jordin Fitzgerald and Eric Hitt.

We extend our appreciation to the Town of Sidney for providing the fine 
campsite, Mirabito's for the tanker of water, Sidney FD for their water rescue 
demonstration and for standing by during the canoeing event.
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We also thank local radio operators KB2EZR, KC2JMN, K2FRD, N2ZPY, N2RXK, 
N2ZQF, KC2IBF, KC2ELN, KC2JIX, KC2JJY, N4MAI and WA2IAX and Troop 73 
[KA2BSA], a guest troop from Voorheesville for hosting Scouts on the JOTA.

Great job by troop 99's co-hosts Troop 88 and 34 for their part in organizing the 
event.

Troop members are: Eric Echard, Ken Echard, Jordin Fitzgerald, Andrew Fritzsch, 
Tom Haney, Eric Hitt, Conner Hornbeck, Troy Kiel, Alex King,  Alex Latta, Ryan 
Latta, Dan Maddalone, Josh McClenon, Derrick McHenry, Dan Metch, James 
Munholand, Skyler Reithoffer, Kyle Rutenber, Adam Soroka, Andy Soroka, Corey 
Steffen, Steve Winston  and Dan Zieno. Our sponsor is the First Congregational 
Church, Main at Bridge Streets, Sidney. The Troop meets every Monday night at 
the church at 7:00 PM. Scouting is open to all boys, ages 11 through 17 
regardless of previous Cub Scout or Boy Scout experience. Please see the Troop 
website: http://www.upstate88.com/99 for additional information.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

FROM JEAN AT ARRL:  REPORT YOUR
JOTA OPS
Would you please put a reminder in your newsletter asking people to complete 
the ARRL JOTA survey if they have not already done so?

Here is a little blurb that I have written up.

ARRL Educational Programs Coordinator, Jean Wolfgang, WB3IOS, reports over 
125 JOTA survey have been received for JOTA 2002.  The reports show over 9079 
Scouts , 2855 visitors , and 657 hams  participated. This is a substantial 
improvement over last year when only 65 surveys were returned! 

If you participated in JOTA 2002 and have not yet completed the ARRL survey at 
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/jotalog/, please have a representative of your 
JOTA event complete and submit the survey ASAP.  Jean reads every survey and 
tries to respond to each one.  The comments and/or pictures are sometimes used 
in future JOTA articles.  The survey also help point out things the ARRL can 
provide to assist in a successful event and track the growth of the event.

If you submit pictures, please include all pertinent information including photo 
credit and names of people in the picture.  Digital pictures must be at least 300 
dpi resolution at a size of  4 X 5 inches, however, you can also send traditional 
pictures to Jean Wolfgang, WB3IOS, American Radio Relay League, Field & 
Educational Department, 225 Main St., Newington, CT  06111.

de Jean Wolfgang, WB3IOS
ARRL Educational Programs Coordinator

[Editor's Comment:  If I recall correctly, the numbers reported so far this year 
are some 50 percent greater than last year. It's always been my feeling that 
JOTA is severely under-reported, possibly due to operators not knowing the 
reporting mechanisms.]
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###############################################################

BREAKING NEWS: POSSIBLE HAM
EXPORER POST
At the Otschodela Council Explorer Service Team (Commissioners) meeting on 
Thursday 14 November, information produced indicated there are enough 
numbers of High School students interested in amateur radio to warrant 
starting an Explorer Post specializing in ham radio.

School surveys are conducted in Boy Scout Councils throughout the United 
States. These surveys are with the purpose of determining interests within 
Explorer-age (14-20) students and are used to establish Explorer Posts to meet 
these interests (markets). They are now computerized in most Councils and 
specializations are easily quantified.

The Fall 2002 School Survey in Otschodela Council, while not yet printed, 
indicates there are enough young people interested in amateur radio to 
establish a centrally-located (probably Oneonta) Explorer Post. Once the 
Survey is printed, geographic distribution will be better defined.

Procedurally, once a market is determined, a Chartered Organization ("sponsor") 
is secured, adult leadership is recruited and trained, a minimum six-month 
program is written, and youth recruitment dates, letters, and announcements 
are published. At a "First Nighter", the youth are recruited and signed up.

OCARG will be heavily involved in this procedure and in the operation of the 
new Post if it is established that it is a viable proposal.

Details will be presented in future OCARG EAGLEs.

de K2FRD

¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶

OCARG FORUM COMING
We're setting up a Yahoo Groups email forum (= reflector = list) sometime in the 
near future. This forum is not intended to replace ScoutRadio Group nor 
ScoutRadio Youth Group. Rather, it is to discuss topics of local interest which 
may be of use or interest to Scouting hams everywhere. It will also be used to 
share items of news on subjects which are time-sensitive such as camporees, 
local hamfests, campouts, and on-air schedules. As a forum, it is designed for 
feedback on issues of concern to ham-Scouters; discussion groups such as this 
are highly useful for planning and coordination purposes. Details will be in 
next month's EAGLE.  Advance feedback may be posted to 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

GUEST COLUMN:  ON GOING PORTABLE
BY N2GVB
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Going Portable: what is this all about? It is all about having fun. With today's 
advent of smaller HF equipment, it is much easier to take your HF rig wherever 
you go.

   My wife and I camp as much as we can in the summer. We go to different places 
to see and do things. Well, like all best-layed plans, it doesn't always turn out 
to be the perfect weather for doing outdoor things. Before I started taking my 
FT-757 with me, a rainy day meant we did not go anywhere; I would sit in the 
camper doing nothing other then reading or watching the small TV that we have. 
This is good for a while, but it does wear thin. Then I got the brain storm to go 
portable ( which is not new to ham radio ). From reading about other hams going 
portable, I would take my Ft-757 and power supply with us camping! The 757 is 
not a light transceiver but it was all that I had. Now for an antenna. After much 
research and article readings, what kind of antenna should I get? At home I have 
a tri - bander and a G5RV and a R7 vertical. Well, it is not practical to try and 
take one of these antennas with me. Most of the campsites are in trees and I 
didn't want a lot of weight to take with me. I started looking through the ham ads 
for a quick and easy antenna set up and take down. " Then it hit me ". What about 
a mobile antenna?  Well, as it turned out, MFJ carries several mobile 
ham-tennas. They come in several bands and they are small ( 7 FT when put 
together ). It was just what I was looking for! I ordered two. One for my truck 
and one for the camper. Now to figure out how to set it up for the camper and 
keep the weight down for traveling. I had some spare light weight tubing laying 
around and some 3/4 inch dowel. I bought an antenna mount that was at a right 
angle, fastened it to the tubing which I had cut in to three four foot sections. 
The reason for the four foot sections was so that it would fit in the front 
storage compartment of the camper. I pre-tuned the antenna and fastened a stop 
on the whip part so I could remove it and install it right back to the tuned 
length. I then cut my coax to a workable length ( in increments of 19 inches ) so 
I had enough lead from the antenna connection to my rig and could move around 
incase of bad weather. The set up was ready for it's first maiden voyage.  My 
first trip out with it was to Plymonth,  Mass. The first night that we were there, 
I set up out side of the camper and put out a general CQ. The first station to 
come back to me was an " OK " station. " OK - is the Czech Republic ". I was so 
stunned that a station so far away could copy my CQ, I could not talk for a few 
seconds! We had a good QSo. This made my day. Ever since then, I have been going 
portable. Since that first contact, I have also run low power ( 10 Watts ) just to 
see how well it would work. I worked a couple of DX stations as well as State 
side contacts. I have made several modifications since that first contact. I have 
installed a connection from outside to inside of the camper so I can operate 
when it is raining. I went to the camper outlet and bought another outside port 
that I retrofitted a SO239 connector to so I could fasten the coax to this, 
allowing me to set up inside of the camper on a rainy day. The connection on the 
out side also has a weather cover on it. I also made a break down table for my 
set up so when we are on the move, the table lays flat on the floor. To setup, I 
just pull out the draw a few inches and hook the one edge of the table on it, and 
lower the leg on the other end. My rig, power supply and bridge all sit on the 
small counter by the bed  and the bed serves as my chair. There it is. All ready 
for operating. All this was done at a minimum coast. I have since found out that 
the mobile antenna will load on several bands, so this gives me more space to 
work DX.

If you want to have fun at a minimum cost, around $35.00-$45.00, get a mobile 
antenna and put it on the air. I have worked seven countries and several states 
while camping, while only operating for an hour in the evening. It is a lot of 
fun. I now use my IC-706MKG for my portable station. Give " going portable a try 
". You will be surprised at what you can work!
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"PS".  The second mobile ham-tenna I use on my truck and did some operating from 
the parking lot of my work place when on lunch. I am now retired so now I can 
operate while the XYL is shopping...HI HI. Have fun and go " PORTABLE " Even if it 
is only in the back yard.......... Next year I want to try HFPacking. More on this 
later......

de Tony Masi N2GVB/P

ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM KC2GKY
Just wanted to say thank you, Rudy Ault N2JZK is the one who let me know about 
the OCARG EAGLE; he and his wife Dorothy KB2LGA are the Scout Master and 
Asst. Scout Master of my kids' troop and also very good family friends. I just 
joined their Troop committee and am looking forward to helping out in any way 
that I can. I have been involved in scouting for almost 20 years in one way or 
another, in leadership or just on the sidelines it's a great thing for kids and so 
is ham radio the two go together great. My boys are studying to get their ticket 
hopefully soon with the guidance of Rudy and Dorothy, well again thank you.

Vicky LaBarr KC2GKY

Editor's note:  We're very happy to have you with us, Vicky! And thanks for the 
praise!

de K2FRD
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FOR FANS OF BRITNEY SPEARS AND
PHYSICS
It's hard to imagine how Britney Spears and semi-conductor physics could be 
found in the same sentence, but here it is: http://britneyspears.ac/lasers.htm .

And here's the reason why:  http://britneyspears.ac/physics/about/about.htm .

ªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªª

THE STORY OF WA2IAX's CLOTHSPIN KEY

P24CDBAD0 4
WA2IAX's Clothspin Pounder Key

Chenango County ARES held its annual Simulated Emergency Test (SET) on 5 
October during which a modulated CW (MCW) message was sent to Jim WA2IAX. 
The message was created on a laptop which converted it to audio CW, then its 
audio playback transmitted over the 2-meter FM repeater while a mike button was 
pushed. Unexpectedly, Jim WA2IAX responded in short order with an MCW 
message of his own. Jim hands out clothespin keys as awards at JOTA Camporees. 
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Here's his story:

"Great SET mission, everybody. Proud to have been a part of it. Tony N2GVB, they 
say that imitation is the highest form of compliment so; let me pay you a 
compliment and show the "Clothespin Pounder". After showing us his "Teenie Kee" 
at the last meeting, Tony told me that one of his first keys was one he had made 
out of a clothespin! So much for novelty in the art; I only made mine about a 
year ago; working independently, of course.

"Then WC2AGO comes up with a surprise cw message, no, an Mcw message during 
the SET. Woooaah, I didn't have any way to respond to it in kind. It would be a 
coward's way out to respond to a cw message with phone!! So, as he was winding 
up the post-tfc niceties I scrambled around in my Scout communications box 
[flags, etc.] and found last year's prototype for the JOTA prizes, the 
"Clothespin Pounder" complete with a non-pirated 9V battery and a buzzer!

"After the SET K2FRD wondered what kind of apparition I used to respond to the 
Number  IC02 message. Well, here it is! I would very much like to learn about 
the Mcw equipment there at EOC. It HAS to be at least an order of magnitude 
quantum leap in technology ahead of the "Pounder"!! "

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX and K2FRD

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂

HF LOANER RIGS AVAILABLE
For the Technician who is studying to upgrade to General (or Extra), Chenango 
Valley Amateur Radio Association, Chenango County has a limited number of 
loaner HF transceivers available for loan. Among others, a Heathkit HW-101 is 
an ideal rig as a "started" with which a new ham may become introduced to and 
familiar with the High Frequency bands of 10, 15, 20, 40, and 80 meters. The rig 
has no microphone, but it's perfectly usable in CW. These bands are useful to 
learn Morse Code either from the daily ARRL practice code transmissions or 
from actual QSOs in the CW parts of the bands. It's best use, however, may be 
teaching "real radio" through the necessity to tune and load this tube-driven 
hybrid transceiver.

For further information and/or application to borrow the transceiver for a few 
months, contact:  <mailto:k2frd@arrl.net> or <mailto:n2gvb@arrl.net>.

ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

MORE FUN STUFF:
http://web.mit.edu/wnellie/www/miniputt.swf Let me know when you break 35.

http://www.bewitched.com/m/models/cube.html .

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS:
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16 November 2002, 9AM, Red Cross Building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

25 November 2002, 6PM, Oneonta (NY) NYSEG. (607)746-2777.

14 December 2002, 9AM, Red Cross Building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone 
knows of unlisted sessions, please send us an email 
<Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
%%%%%%%%%%

The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the OCARG membership lists are 
available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG™ KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens 
K2FRD.

OCARG's mailing list is NEVER sold nor otherwise made available to spammers.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG™ KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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