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To: OCARG MAILING LIST bcc <thefred@ascent.net>
From: Fred Stevens K2FRD <thefred@ascent.net>
Subject: MAY 2002 OCARG EAGLE
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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 9                      MAY 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA
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A LITTLE LATE THIS MONTH
We're a little late getting out the EAGLE this month due to some medical 
problems and a little spring fever.
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EAGLE TO SUSPEND PUBLICATION FOR
SUMMER
The OCARG EAGLE will suspend publication during the summer months of June 
through August as it did last year. The Editor plans several out-of-town trips 
including a few visits to Scout Camp and will be hard-pressed for time. An 
interim EAGLE might be published in the middle of summer, especially if 
time-sensitive news occurs. If anyone has timely summer news, we'll find a way 
to get it out.

de Fred K2FRD
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UPGRADES TO LOCAL WEATHER XMTRS
PLANNED
From Wes Jones W2EMO:

I think many will be interested to "hear" that some important
upgrades are coming in a couple of weeks to the NOAA Weather Radio
system in Binghamton, NY.

First, "Paul" the annoying computerized "Voice of the National
Weather Service" - is going into (forced) retirement.  "Paul" will be
replaced by a more understandable and human sounding voice.  It's not
perfect but it is pretty impressive.

To learn more and hear the voices for yourself, visit:
http://205.156.54.206/nwr/newvoice.htm

I believe the new voice that will be used out of Binghamton will
be "Craig" - although don't quote me on that.

This upgrade will allow for another important feature that will be
evident when the Norwich transmitter comes on-line - customized
broadcasts.  Originally, the Norwich transmitter was going to be a
mirror broadcast of the Binghamton transmitter on 162.475.  Instead,
the Norwich broadcasts will be automatically customized for Chenango
and all adjoining counties.

This will mean we won't have to listen to warnings for places like
Sullivan and Pike counties.  In addition, watches/warnings/etc, for
Madison County, which are not currently on the Binghamton broadcasts,
will be available (advance warning of storms moving southeast).

As a further update, the schedule now is for the Norwich transmitter
to be operational sometime in July.  The bid for the equipment is
expected to be awarded this month with the transmitter arriving at
the end of June.  It will be installed shortly thereafter.  Any delay
to this schedule would be the result of no phone lines - and
therefore no audio - as we are the scheduling mercy of MCI and
Verizon.
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de Wes Jones W2EMO.  Wes is the Emergency Management Officer for the City of 
Norwich, NY.
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OCARG MEMBERS ASSIST LOCAL 8K RUN
On Sunday April 28th, Amateur Radio Operators of the Chenango Valley Amateur 
Radio Association (CVARA) assisted the Chenango County Council of the Arts in 
Norwich with their Allegro 5-mile (8 km) Run for the Arts.  The amateurs 
supplied communications of a coordination and emergency nature as needed.

The activity was coordinated through the EmComm van which had comm 
capabilities on the amateur frequencies, business band frequencies, Chenango 
County Sheriff's Office, Norwich Police Department, and County Fire.  The hams 
used 146.535 simplex to communicate between Command, the rovers, and the 
check points.

The hams involved were N2RXK Bob Benton, K2FRD Fred Stevens, W2EMO Wes 
Jones, KA2ZFM Joe Dolgos, KA2MYD Tom Mathewson, and Len Suda KC2HTN.  Both 
Bob and Fred are OCARG members. The operation went off without a glitch in 
large part because of the excellent communication provided by the amateur 
operators, according to CCCA officials.  They have requested that we participate 
next year.

de Bob Benton N2RXK
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FRS RADIO AND SCOUTING
Bob Bruninga WB4APR, developer of ham radio's APRS (Automated Position 
Reporting System) and an active Scouter has written informal draft guidelines 
regarding use of Family Radio Service (FRS) radio in Boy Scouting.  These 
guidelines may be considered in "Beta testing" (draft format and looking for 
comments) and are found at:

http://www.ew.usna.edu/~bruninga/frsplan.txt .

These guidelines were originally published in the Scoutradio Yahoo eGroups list 
and have already been initially reviewed by members of the list.

FRS radios, operating roughly around 462 mhz, are inexpensive 14-channel FM 
handheld units with LOS range up to one mile. Their increasingly lower costs 
and license-free operation have resulted in their growing popularity among 
Scouts, Scouters, and non-Scouters throughout the United States and 
elsewhere. As Bob points out in his preamble, they are not toys and should not 
be treated as such. However, they may be excellent training tools leading 
Scouts into amateur radio.
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JUST FOR FUN #1:  DESKTOP CHALLENGE
Up to a little challenge to brighten your day?  Try this:

http://www.bewitched.com/m/models/cube.html .

It helps if you have a little eye-to-hand coordination. If done correctly, it takes 
about three minutes (or less).

õõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõ

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:  HAVE HAMS
FORGOTTEN

HOW TO TALK?

I just got through reading the Ocarg Eagle and I wanted to comment on the (April 
2002) " Editorial "      HAVE HAMS FORGOTTEN HOW TO TALK?

I agree with you whole hardedly. It is very hard to find any one that is not in a 
contest today and wants to just rag chew for a while. Everyone is in such a big 
rush. If it is not at work, it is at home and on the roads. I had better QSOs when I 
first got into hamming back in the early seventies. Life sure has become a time 
of no time for anything. I was hoping to make some six meter contacts and just 
rag chew for a bit, but that has not happened either. I have made about a half a 
dozen contacts on six and they were all Grid Sq # and bye. Tried a Cw contact 
the other night on forty and he wanted to just get the info and move on. I know 
my CW is not the best right now, but give me a break. Every weekend seems to 
have a contest on lately. Is there any weekends with out them?

de Tony Masi N2GVB

ŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠ

JUST FOR FUN #2:  INSURANCE CLAIM
Title:  Ham Insurance Claim (See comments at the end).

                     ***** ANTENNA RAISING INCIDENT *****
                                Author Unknown

" I am writing in response to your request for additional information for
Block Number 3 of the accident reporting form. I put " Poor Planning " as
the cause of my accident. You said in your letter I should explain more
fully, and I trust that the following details will be sufficient.

"I am an amateur radio operator and on the day of the accident, I was
working alone on the top section of my new 80FT tower. When I had
completed my work, I discovered that I had, over the course of several
trips up the tower, brought up about 300 Lbs. of tools and hardware.
Rather than carry the now un-needed tools and materials down by hand, I 
decided
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to lower the items down in a small barrel by using a pulley, which
fortunately was attached to the gin pole at the top of the tower.

"Securing the rope at ground/level, I went to the top of the tower and
loaded the tools and materials into the barrel. I went back down to the
ground and untied the rope, holding it tightly to insure a slow descent of
the 300 Lbs. of tools and materials. You will note in Block Number 11 of
the accident reporting form, that I only weigh 155 Lbs.

"Due to my surprise at being jerked off the ground so suddenly, I lost my
presence of mind and forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I
proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up the side of the tower. In the
vicinity of the 40 foot level, I met the barrel coming down. This explains
my fractured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed only slightly, I
continued my rapid ascent, not stopping until the fingers of my right
hand were two knuckles deep into the pulley.

"Fortunately, by this time, I had regained my presence of mind and was
able to hold on to the rope in spite of the pain. At approximately the
same time, however, the barrel of tools hit the ground and the bottom fell
out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the tools, the barrel now
weighed approximately 20 Lbs. I refer you to Block Number 11, and my
weight. As you might imagine, I began a rapid descent down the side of the
tower. In the vicinity of the 40 foot level, I met the barrel coming up.
This will account for the two fractured ankles and the lacerations on my
legs and lower body.

"The encounter with the barrel slowed me down enough to lessen my injuries
when I fell on to the pile of tools and materials, and fortunately only
three vertebrae were cracked. I am sorry to report, however, that as I lay
there on the pile of tools and materials, in pain, unable to stand,
and watching the empty barrel 80 feet above me, I again lost my presence
of mind. I let go of the rope !!!!!!!!!"

Submitted by Tony N2GVB

Editor comments:  this story made the 1998 Darwin Awards' Urban Legends 
category. The Darwin Awards are granted to those who have contributed most to 
the human gene pool by removing themselves from it. While there are many 
similar humorous stories, this one is tailored to ham radio operators.  Further 
details may be found in:

http://www.darwinawards.com/legends/legends1998-08.html .
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COUNTDOWN TO JOTA

The 2002 JOTA Logo is still not available yet.

In six months, the 2002 Jamboree On The Air is going to happen. The weekend of 
18 to 20 October 2002 is set aside as the date for Scouts and Scouters around 
the world to make contact with each other through amateur radio. It's never to 
early to start JOTA planning:
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http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/ideas.html .

Keep up to date with Scouting plans and information for patches:

http://www.bsa.scouting.org/international/jota.html .

The ARRL has information kits to hand out at JOTA. These kits are available 
online at the URL below. Kits are $12 with shipping, and include handout 
materials for 50 persons:

https://www.arrl.org/forms/ead/recruit/orderform.html .

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………

MORE JUST FOR FUN:  THE MISSING Q
SIGNALS
 The Missing Q signals
>
 by John Queen, KA0SEY & Mike Colyar, K7ITL

 Some Q signals have never made it to the ARRL's
 official list. Here are some that may agree would be useful in appropriate
 situations. As with regular Q signals, each can be a statement or a question, 
depending   on whether a question mark follows it.

 QBA - My antenna is BIG!
 QBA? - How big is your antenna?
 QBO - Don't sit next to that guy in the meeting.
 QBO? - Buddy, can you spare some soap?
 QCP - I am using Cat Power(From Rotary Cat Power Wheel)
 QCP? - Are you using Cat Power?
 QCW - I am going to whistle Morse Code on FM (or SSB)
 QCW? - Why are you whistling Morse?
 QDR - Darn Right the frequency is busy! (In response to QRL)
 QDR? - Do you have a Receiver?  (In response to QRL)
 QET - Phone home.
 QET? - Has anyone called me from another planet?
 QFH - This frequency is MINE! - go elsewhere.
 QFH? - Is this frequency hogged?
 QHI - I am jumping in quick to say hi, then going QRT.
 QHI? - Are you leaving after only one transmission?
 QLF - I am sending with my left foot.
 QLF? - Are you sending with your left foot?
 QLK - I am sending with my left foot and keyboard.
 QLK? - Are you sending with your left foot and keyboard?
 QNO - I am sending through a non-standard orifice.
 QNO? - Are you sending through a non-standard orifice?
 QOK - Your last transmission was Okie Dokie.
 QOK? - Was my last transmission OK?
 QPM - Your signal is purr modulated.
 QPM? - Is my signal purr modulated?
 QRC - Warning, rag chewer on frequency.
 QRC? - Are you a rag chewer?
 QWC? - Who cares?
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 QWC - I don't care
 QWC - I have to go to the bathroom
 QWC? - Do you have to go to the bathroom?
 QZZ - I fell asleep at the mike.
 QZZ? - Is that a 60Hz hum, or are you snoring?

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS

4 June 6PM at the Cooperstown Emergency Operations Center (607)746-2777.

24 June 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Emergency Management Office (518)827-4800.

20 July  2PM at the Margaretville Telephone Co. (845)586-2324.

22 July  6PM at the NYSEG Building in Oneonta, NY (607)746-2777.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .
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HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

de Fred K2FRD
££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

Related: :MAC HD OS 8.6:P3B45F8D0%201:0006D242:55C2F3E0:00000000:00000000
Related: :MAC HD OS 8.6:P707ED6ED_3:0006D243:55C2F3E1:00000000:00000000
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