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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 7                MARCH  2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
(thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© December 2001 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group

************************************************************************************

GRAPHICS PROBLEMS WITH THE EAGLE?
If you have trouble with the OCARG EAGLE's graphics, e.g. scrambling, 
distortion, or trouble downloading, let us know and we'll resend it in Plain Text 
and/or without the graphics. All graphics are embedded jpegs or picts which may 
cause problems on some machines. If you're having problems, we'd like to know 
about it.
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THE DAM BURSTS! OCARG'S NEW
CALLSIGN!
Almost four months after the official application date of 19 November 2001, 
OCARG's vanity callsign was finally issued by the FCC. Following the October 
anthrax attacks and possible exposure to the disease spores at its Gettysburg 
office's postal facility, all vanity callsign applications were suspended until 
the site and contents were decontaminated. That finally happened in January, 
but due to a standing fairness policy, the FCC treated all paper and electronic 
applications equally and in strict order of their application date. A number of 
paper applications were lost during the clean-up and until the applicants could 
be contacted for resubmissions and those applications were received, no vanity 
callsigns could be issued. A single application, person unknown, held up more 
than 4000 applications; the applicant apparently moved with no change of 
address nor email address filed, so it took more than 10 days to track him/her 
down. On 4 March, the missing person was found, a copy of his/her application 
refiled by facsimile, and the logjam broke. OCARG learned during the afternoon 
of 7 March that its new callsign was issued earlier that day.

Our new callsign is KZ2BSA. We were unable to obtain our original prefix 
choices of "NY2" nor "NE2". A phone call to the FCC revealed that "NA" through 
"NZ" prefixes are not available for 2x3 callsigns although permitted for 2x2 
callsigns; no reason was given except an inference may be made that they are 
reserved for government agencies in the same manner that "WX#" is reserved for 
the National Weather Service. Nevertheless, we now have a "BSA" suffix, 
identifying us with the Boy Scouts of America.

Corollary to the new OCARG callsign, the FCC corrected the Group's name to 
read "Group" instead of "Club", an apparent typographical error inserted 
somewhere in the original application process.

Any member or members of the Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may use 
the KZ2BSA callsign during any official Boy Scouting event or activity with the 
Trustee's (K2FRD) permission (contact <mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>).

de K2FRD

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………

COMPETITION FOR KZ2BSA QSL CARD
Now that we have our new callsign, we need a standard QSL card. How about a 
little friendly competition for a design? This contest is open to all persons, 
members or not, hams or not, Scouts and/or Scouters or not. The sky is the limit 
although it must be able to fit onto a standard QSL-sized card of 3 1/2" x 5 1/2" 
(89mm x 140mm) and may NOT use the Official BSA logo, neither old nor new nor 
color nor black and white; we still have not received an official readout 
regarding its usage except by Councils, Districts, and Scouting units.

More rules and/or specifications:  (1) It should be in digital form for 
sending/receiving via email or email attachment and for easy customizing for 
individual events, if necessary; (2) There is no limit to numbers of colors; (3) 
Deadline is 0900R (EST)(=1400Z) 15 April 2002;  (4)  EAGLE Editor reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all applications for unspecified and unreasonable 
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reasons;  (5)  Entry does NOT have to include the above OCARG logo; however, 
electronic versions of the logo are available from:  <emailto:k2frd@arrl.net>;  
(6) Entries should be submitted to:  <mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>; (7) There is no 
limit to the numbers of entries per person. (8)  Further rules may be 
forthcoming if any questions arise. contact the Editor for more information if 
needed.

PRIZES:  There will be at least three prizes for the top three designs as 
determined by the OCARG EAGLE Editor with probable collusion of a couple 
other OCARG members. The prizes will be legacy Scouting patches including a 
1964 National Jamboree pocket patch. All prizes are in mint, as-issued, unused 
condition.

So, all you people out there with an artistic bent, open up those graphics 
applications and start cranking them out! Scouts:  this may count toward Art and 
possibly other Merit Badges.  Don't look to me; I'm not an artist, have no artistic 
tendencies, and am partially color blind.  GOOD LUCK!

de K2FRD
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TROOP 99 TECH COURSE PROGRESS
REPORT
C-corps of Troop 99, Sidney (NY) reports a practice exam session on Sunday 
evening March 3 led by K2FRD, Guilford. Scouts Connor Hornbeck, Troy Kiel and 
Derrick McHenry took a Technician test printed out from  AA9PW ( 
http://www.aa9pw.com/radio/exam.html ) by host examiner Fred who made the test 
environment as close as possible to the real thing.

Troop adult leader and instructor KB2EZR, Kevin, took a General practice test 
and passed with flying colors.

The Scouts learned that they have quite a bit more work to do in order to gain a 
high level of "passing grade probability". 'FRD reviewed the tests with the 
Scouts to be sure that any questions that were missed were corrected and the 
"reason why" was known.

Troop 99 passes along many thanks to him for his help.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶

TROOP 99'S RADIO-SUPPORTED CAMPOUT
Radio was part of Troop 99's (Sidney, NY, Foothills District, Otschodela Council, 
Oneonta, NY) february campout at Henderson Scout Camp feb 23 rd. and 24 th.

Scouts roughing it, sleeping in the Lean-to's were:

     Andrew Fritzsch
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     Connor Hornbeck - Ham Tech candidate
     Troy Kiel - Ham Tech candidate
     Sky Reithofer
     Steve Winston

Following Scouts came for the day.

   Maddalone
   Rutenber

One advancement earned by 5 of the Scouts was Req't 2 of First Class Scout - 
"Participate in an orienteering event...".  The "Route Orienteering" course used is 
one which works well in winter.

Scouts may track each other in the snow but are independently required to 
accurately mark the location of several flag-marked checkpoints on their field 
maps. They are judged on the accuracy of the location of these marks .

If another troop needs to pass off Scouts on this requirement in the winter, the 
checkpoints are still in place at Henderson and maps and a transparent scoring 
template are available to borrow from Scott Brady or from Jim LeBaron 
jlebaron@mkl.com.

Other advancements were earned in finding north by the movement of moon and 
sun shadows for requirement 1 of First Class, use of woods tools and camp and 
food protection for Camping MB.

First Class requirement for "Camp Gadget" was earned by Sky and Troy by 
lashing up a tripod-based toaster. Excellent toast was made before the toaster 
caught fire!

The Troop"Field Report" traffic:  7 scouts and 4 adults camped at henderson - 
was relayed by Tech Candidates Connor and Troy, to friend WA2TTD, Al,  
who land-lined it to Scoutmaster John Latta who was working with Sidney 
Webelos at their Winter Field day.

Other traffic was taken by K2FRD regarding committee chairman's lost hat, 
homesick senior assistant leader and humorous gloating by SM Latta about his 
warm fireplace that night.

K2KN, John of Sidney checked in as a backup station in case other schedules did 
not click. WB2JOW, Paul of Franklin and AB2IC, John in Downsville checked in 
for informal QSO's.

Afternoon traffic was handled by the 146.850 repeater, Oneonta and evening 
traffic via the 146.955 [PL 127.3], Walton. Both very accessible from the 
training Cabin LT's using a roll-up j-pole at about 15 feet and a 1 watt HT.

Our very warm appreciation to the stations who listened fior us, the owners of 
the repeaters and to Ranger and DXO Scott Brady for providing a terriffic place 
to camp.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX
Assistant Scoutmaster

€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€
€€€€€€€€€€
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HELP WANTED:  COLUMNISTS AND
EXPERTS
I had a dream (MLK isn't the only one who dreams) that one day, all I would have 
to do is edit the OCARG EAGLE without having to do any actual writing. Fantasy 
this might be, I'd like to give it a shot. I'm looking for volunteers to write 
monthly dedicated columns. Length is to be *less* than 200 words (about a full 
typewritten page). I envision column subjects such as Ham-Scout Camping Skills, 
Emergency Communications, Emergency Preparedness, DXing (e.g. for new hams), 
QSLing, Scouting On eBay (e.g. what things are hot), Message Traffic Handling, 
"What's New For Scouting Hams", Scout-Hamming in Distant Places (from Florida 
to France), "What's New On The 'Net" for hamming and/or Scouting, Field 
Improvisation of Ham-Scout Needs, "Just For New HamScouts" (articles on means 
for getting new young hamScouts on the air), "Spreading The Word" (means for 
promoting ham radio in Scouting and vice versa),                The list is endless. 
Some of these subjects might be worth only one or two months' discussion while 
others could run indefinitely.

I'm also looking for guest editorials; if you have an opinion on certain current 
amateur radio or Scouting events, others would like to hear it.  Current subject 
materials might include:  QSLs - electronic vs. hard copy;  Morse Code: a dying 
art?; Rules Enforcement On the Bands: individuals' responsibilities;

Each column will be bylined which means the author receives full credit. I do 
not and will not edit a column except for basic spelling and grammatical errors; 
I might add a location to a Troop number. You, the author, retains the © 
copywrite.

The pay is great: you get satisfaction and full benefits thereof. I'll reimburse 
the electric bill for emailing the column to me.

µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ
µµµµµµµµ

NEW SOLAR/WEATHER FREEWARE
AVAILABLE
Stimsoft, a software application writer, has created a new interactive browser 
program name Solscape for dowloading current (realtime) solar, lunar, 
propagation, and earth images and charts of use to amateur radio operators, 
weather watchers, and others interested in extra-terrestrial events. The 
program includes more than 90 different updatable subjects in six categories 
(sun images, graphs, aurora, earth, alerts, and moon) such as SOHO (sun) 
images, water vapor and infrared satellite images, radiowave propagation charts, 
alert notification capability for space and solar weather events, and moon 
phase prediction. It has an additional feature that, at the click of a button, a 
particular image may be downloaded as a desktop picture (wallpaper).

The application is freeware or, as the author prefers, donateware, permitting an 
individual to donate money to Stimsoft. It is available at:

http://www.stimpsoft.com/products/solscape.html .

The only "catch" is that it's available for Macintosh users only. Doesn't this 
want to make you switch?
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de K2FRD

ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

NEWS WANTED FROM OTHER COUNCILS,
GROUPS
The OCARG EAGLE now reaches readers in eight states and two countries, so we 
may rightly brag about being a "universal" newsletter. Because it appears the 
EAGLE may be the only online email bulletin of its type, i.e. for and about 
Scout-Hams and their activities, and we are experimenting out here all alone, we 
would like to read about other Scouting-ham (or hamming-Scout) people and 
activities. So, we invite persons from other than Otschodela Council to provide 
news to the EAGLE. We want to learn what and how others are combining Boy 
Scouting and amateur radio activities. Please feel free to submit just about 
anything you want, no matter how well (or not) you write. Just provide the facts 
(who, what, when, where, how, and why) and, if necessary, we'll put it into 
publishable form. Please send all material to: <mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

de K2FRD

ªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªª

KEVIN KB2EZR "PROMOTED" TO GENERAL
Kevin Kiel KB2EZR, Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 99 in Sidney, NY, took and 
passed his General license exam at the Vestal High School on Saturday 9 March 
2002. As a former U.S. Army Reservist with the rank of Staff Sergeant E-6, he 
may now be considered "promoted" to the permanent rank of General! 
Congratulations, Kev!

Kevin's son Troy, a Troop 99 Scout, is studying hard for his Technician license as 
a member of the C-Corps class under Assistant Scoutmaster Jim LeBaron 
WA2IAX.

de K2FRD

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

DELHI 146.745 REPEATER BACK ON LINE
Bob Kafarski K2NK notified us that the 146.745 repeater is now operational 
after a considerable period of down time due to equipment problems. The 
repeater, located northwest of Delhi at elevation about 2100 feet is the only 
one which directly serves the Delhi area. During a SKYWARN or other ARES 
alert, it is part of the Oneonta hub network. It is accessable from Guilford, 
east-central Chenango County, about 40 radio miles distant. No PL (CTCSS) tone 
is required to key the repeater.

de K2NK and K2FRD
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õõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõõ

CHENANGO ARES APPLICATION FORM
NOW ONLINE
Chenango County is now accepting online applications for ARES (Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service). Since the 11 September attacks on the World Trade Center, 
heightened awareness of the need for emergency communications preparation 
has occurred throughout the United States and Canada and local ARES and 
RACES (Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service) organizations are improving and 
enhancing their operations.

In Chenango County, the Emergency Coordinators (Ray Darling K2DAR - EC, and 
Fred Stevens K2FRD, AEC) are collecting information on each amateur operator 
to determine his/her radio capabilities. Due to the difficulty and expense of 
printing, distributing, and mailing ARES application forms, the CARES EC 
elected to post an interactive online form. Tom Mathewson KA2MYD, Editor of 
the Bullthistle Bugle, newsletter of the Chenango Valley Amateur Radio 
Association wrote the form's html, posted it on CVARA's Website, and continues 
its Beta testing in which only a couple bugs remain.

Chenango County ARES (CARES) is a volunteer organization. Any person, 
preferably with an amateur radio license and a willingness to join and 
participate in public service, is eligible to join. No membership in a local radio 
club nor the ARRL is necessary. All information on the form is kept in 
confidence and is used only to determine an amateur's radio capability, e.g. HF, 
VHF, portability, etc.

As far as is known at this time, the CARES online interactive application form is 
the first of its type. Ham operators from outside the CARES area are invited to 
fill out and submit the form. A copy will be returned to the sender if so 
requested to learn the format in which form information is presented to the 
ECs.

The URL is:  http://www.norwich.net/tommath/ARESform.html .

¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡

SUGGESTED READING
Amateur Radio Emergency Service egroup:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/amateurradioemergencyservice/ .

New York State ARES egroup:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NY_ARES/

Scout Radio egroup:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scoutradio/

Scout Radio youth egroup:
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http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ScoutRadioYouth/

ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

UPCOMING LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS
2 April 6PM at the Otsego County Emergency Operations Center, Cooperstown. 
(607)746-2777.

13 April 8AM at Norwich BOCES. (607)847-6152.

20 April 2PM at the Margaretville Telephone Co. (845)586-2324.

20 April 9AM at the Red Cross Building in Corning (607)936-3522.

22 April 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Public Safety Building. (518)827-4800.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

ªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªªª

--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the address and OCARG membership 
lists are available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG? and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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