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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 5              January 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
(thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© January 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD

************************************************************************************

IT'S OKPIK WEATHER!
January is the time for snow, wind, and cold. It's also the time when 
ham-Scouters think about winter camping. OKPIK (pronounced "ook' - pick") is the 
Boy Scouts of America's winter training program, designed as part of the High 
Adventure experience for older Scouts and Scouters. The term is Inuit meaning 
Snowy Owl or Winter Owl. OKPIK is available as a BSA National publication 
(Number 34040), but it's easier to click onto through the Internet. For starters,  
try: http://www.inquiry.net/outdoor/okpik/ . This site provides links to the 
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technical aspects of winter camping, activities, clothing, travel, and survival. 
For the more curious, try a Google Search for "OKPIK". A number of Councils, 
primarily in the northern latitudes, have adopted OKPIK and conduct OKPIK
training, many as an extension of Junior Leader and Adult Outdoor training.

January is also the time for hamming Scouters to practice communications under 
less-than-ideal circumstances. Cold weather is tough on batteries; voltage is 
lower, battery life is shorter (but don't throw out those cold "dead" batteries; 
they recover to a usable degree when warmed). Fingers don't work as nimbly as 
they should, especially on those tiny keys and buttons on handhelds. Winter is 
also a good time to practice emergency communications procedures; 
winter-related emergencies become survival issues during extreme cold 
weather.  Availability of an amateur radio and a trained and experienced 
operator can change an emergency into a minor inconvenience.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
&&&&&&

TROOP 99 STARTS TECH CLASS
Troop 99 Sidney, NY (Foothills District, Otschodela Council) started a 
Technician Radio School on Wednesday 9 January 2002 at 6:30PM at the home of 
Jim LeBaron WA2IAX. Three Scouts from Troop 99 attended the first class. 
Co-Instructors Kevin Kiel KB2EZR and Jim WA2IAX  figure it will take about 10 
weeks.

Jim has a long history as an Elmer with recent notable graduates such as Mike 
Leidy KC2GGL, Dave Brush KC2GGM, and John Copeland KC2ELN earning their 
Technician licenses. It should be noted that all three are also Eagle Scouts.

de Jim WA2IAX, written by Fred K2FRD

¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶

PROGRESS REPORT ON OCARG VANITY
CALLSIGN
The FCC has resumed processing vanity callsigns as of the second week in 
January according to an ARRL Newsletter bulletin (8 January). The anthrax 
scare at the Gettysburg postal facility where vanity callsigns are processed 
apparently is over and the FCC's mail situation is resolved.  All paper 
applications as of 14 October 2001 needed to be decontaminated; OCARG mailed 
its application on 15 November. Further, because the FCC treats both paper and 
electronic applications equally, no electronic applications were processed 
during the same period (Reference 15 December 2001 OCARG EAGLE). To ensure 
that no applications were lost, the FCC requested applicants to check on the 
Universal Licensing System (ULS) Webpage to ensure their applications are in 
the system.

OCARG's application is duly noted in the system as File Number 000678425 and 
dated as filed on 19 November 2001. I had hoped to be able to announce our new 
callsign in this issue of the EAGLE, but this is not to be. For the meantime, 
OCARG will continue to use its pool callsign KC2IQA. Monitor the OCARG 
Webpage for progress reports
( http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm ).
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de Fred K2FRD
∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂

OCARG CALLSIGN TO BE ACTIVATED 26
JANUARY
Foothills District, Otschodela Council will hold its Winter Camporee and 
Klondike Derby on 25-27 January 2002 at the South Kortright School in Delaware 
County. At least three amateur radio operators will participate in the camporee:  
Jim LeBaron WA2IAX of Troop 99, Kevin Kiel KB2EZR of Troop 99, and Fred 
Stevens K2FRD of the District Camping Committee. Because this is a Scouting 
event, OCARG's callsign is eligible to be activated by any ham involved with the 
camporee.

Fred K2FRD is a member of the HFPackers eGroup,
  ( http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hfpack/ and http://www.hfpack.com/ ) a group of 
amateurs dedicated to portable and mobile operations, particularly from 
outdoor locations or unusual situations such as pedestrian and bicycle mobile. 
There is an unusually large number of Scouters who are members of HFPack 
including Steve Campbell WA2WVU of Greene, an OCARG member. While the 
group meets informally almost daily on 18.157MHZ, it holds a regular weekly 
net at 1630Z  (1130 EST) and 2230Z (1730 EST) on 18.157MHZ and, a half-hour 
later on 14.342.5MHZ. The HFPackers have requested Fred to contact the group 
during one of these times if time at the camporee permits. It seems only 
appropriate to use OCARG's KC2IQA callsign or, if it comes in on time, OCARG's 
new vanity callsign.

The HFPackers net is open to all and all amateur operators are invited to 
attempt a contact with KC2IQA. A special QSL card will be printed for the 
occasion.

µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ
µµµµµµµµ

UPCOMING HAM-SCOUT EVENTS
25-27 January 2002.  Foothills District Winter Camporee and Klondike Derby. 
Message handling and DX contacts, internal communications.

17-19 May 2002. Foothills District Winter Camporee.  Message handling and 
internal communications.

18-21 October 2002. 45th Annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA).

∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑
∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑

HAMFEST SEASON BEGINS
Hamfests are the flea markets of amateur radio. At these scheduled events, 
hams may purchase unbelievable bargains in about any area of amateur radio 
imaginable from new and used transceivers, antennas, power supplies, kits, and 
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tools, to antique radios and parts, obsolete tubes, books and references, 
electrical components, and gizmos that a ham doesn't even know he needed, but 
now absolutely must have.

Hamfests provide a means for operators to purchase equipment and supplies at 
reasonable prices after obtaining a first-hand look at the items. At the same 
time, the hamfest sponsor obtains a boost to its treasury. For Scouts, it's an 
excellent means to purchase a first rig at a relatively low cost.

The first area hamfest has come and gone. The Marathon, NY namfest, sponsored 
by the Skyline Amateur Radio Club was held on Saturday 12 January.

The next major local hamfest will be on Saturday 23 February 2002 in 
Horseheads, NY (Chemung County), sponsored by the Chemung County Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service.
Starting at 0800 (ends at 1500), the hamfest will be at the National Guard 
Armory (off Route 17 Exit 51 Mall) and has a $6 entry fee ($5 in advance). A VE
session starts at 0900 for anyone looking for an entry or upgrade exam.

Most hamfests also have refreshments available and light entertainment such 
as raffles and demonstrations.

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®

LOCAL EMERGENCY NETS: WE NEED YOU!
The major justification for the large amount of bandwidth, numbers of bands, 
and millions of frequencies available for amateur radio use is the capability of 
ham operators to function during emergencies of all types. When all other 
communications means are inoperable, amateur radio operators can accomplish 
the mission. Mobility, transportablility, reliability, flexibility, and power 
independence, all under adverse conditions are key attributes for amateur 
operations. Local emergencies usually are weather-related such as the May1998 
tornadoes, the ice storms of 1999, and the thunderstorms of September 2000. Of 
course, local trained amateur operators were activated for the 11 September 
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City.

Amateur operators have a self-imposed requirement to "Be Prepared" for any 
emergency.  Local Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES), Radio Amateur Civil 
Emergency Service (RACES), and SKYWARN organizations constantly train for 
these emergencies through Simulated Emergency Tests (SETs) and, most 
importantly, weekly training Nets.

The importance of these weekly training Nets cannot be over-emphasized. The 
annual SETs measure the effectiveness of these Nets, but for a SET to be 
considered successful, all participants must have experience. Nothing can 
contribute to a SET failure or a botched actual emergency more than untrained 
operators who have failed to familiarize themselves with Net procedures, 
message handling, and communications control. For example, an untrained 
operator interfered with the September 2000 SKYWARN Alert by asking 
irrelevant questions of the Net Control Station, thus occupying valuable and 
needed repeater time. He made matters worse when, after the NCS declined to 
respond to his questions, he proceeded to lecture the entire Net on the 
problems with SKYWARN. This constitutes deliberate malicious interference for 
which the FCC has some interesting penalties.
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Unfortunately, while this is an extreme example, this type of problem happens 
all too frequently due to lack of operator experience. It is not enough to simply 
"be available" during a communications emergency. In fact, there exists a 
shortage of local trained amateur radio operators. Net Controllers (NCS's) are 
even rarer.

The primary means by which individual training can be accomplished is through 
regular participation in the various local nets. This provides operators with 
knowledge of the nets' operational procedures, the means of coordination 
between local Emergency Coordinators and the Counties, when to transmit and 
when to stay off the air, traffic handling procedures, and understanding of Net 
jargon.

The following are some local VHF emergency Nets and their Net frequencies and 
training times. All amateur operators are encouraged to participate in any and 
all Nets as frequently as possible (presuming they can reach the repeaters). 
Participation levels may be as simple as checking in with no further 
participation necessary or may include a request for information:

OCTEN 146.850 Daily about 1840 EST.
Western Catskill Net 146.955 Wednesday 1900 EST.
Oneonta ARC 146.850 Wednesday 1845 EST.
Otsego County ARES 146.850 Thursday 1845 EST
Chenango County ARES 146.685 Wednesday 1930 EST.

NOTE: this is a very abbreviated list. There are a larger number of local Nets, 
but information on them is not presently at hand. Please send 
times/dates/frequencies of such Nets to K2FRD <mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.

The OCARG EAGLE plans future articles on local emergency and traffic 
organizations and procedures.

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS
19 Jan 02 2PM Margaretville Telephone Co (845)586-2324

25 Feb 02 7PM Schoharie Co. EMO (518)827-4800

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL. If someone knows of unlisted 
sessions, please send us an email.  More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚

LICENSE COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN
NORWICH
Eagle Scout Bob Benton N2RXK announces a Technician Course sponsored by the 
Chenango Valley Amateur Radio Association and held at the Norwich BOCES on 
the River Road. The course starts on Wednesday 27 February 2002 and continues 
weekly on Wednesday evenings through 10 April (7 sessions) followed by a VE
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(exam) session on Saturday 13 April 2002.

The course is offered by BOCES as part of its Spring 2002 curriculum. There 
will be an undermined fee with books and other study materials provided as part 
of the fee. Further details may be obtained from Bob N2RXK at <mailto:
tasis@adelphia.net>.

ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ
ΩΩΩΩΩΩ

LABRADOR DXPEDITION PROGRAM IN
ONEONTA
Fred Stevens K2FRD's long-delayed Labrador DXpedition photo slide development 
process has finally ended and the slides are now in. A slide program will be 
delivered at the Monday 28 January 2002 regular meeting of the Oneonta
Amateur Radio Club starting about 7PM (1900R). OARC meets the fourth Monday 
of each month at the Oneonta NYSEG building.

Operating as VO2/K2FRD, Fred's DXpedition to Labrador, the mainland part of the 
Province of Newfoundland, Canada stretched from June through August 2001 
and made over 1500 contacts in 123 DXCC countries, all 50 States, and all 9 
Provinces.

All interested persons are invited to attend the program. Talk-in frequency is 
146.850 or obtain travel directions from OARC President Bill Holland AA2RM 
<mailto:wholland@stny.rr.com>. The program lasts about an hour.

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂

--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the address and OCARG membership 
lists are available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG™ KC2IQA and W. Frederick Stevens 
K2FRD.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG™ and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD

73 de Fred Stevens K2FRD, VO2FS
http://homepage.mac.com/k2frd/K2FRD.html
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