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OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 6              February 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© February 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group

************************************************************************************

BSA NATIONAL CHANGES RADIO MB
REQTS
The National Office of the Boy Scouts of America made changes to the Radio 
Merit Badge requirements according to the Scoutradio eList , Jean Wolfgang
WB3IOS of the ARRL Field Services office and Larry Wolfgang WR1B, QST Senior 
Assistant Technical Editor. The changes, partially based upon the FCC's April 
2000 restructuring of license requirements, are effective upon the 1 January 
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2002 publication of the new Radio MB Requirements booklet and the new 2002 
Requirements Book. By doctrine, old merit badge requirements may be used for 
one year after the effective date of the new requirements.

The changes are as follows:

Reqt. 6d: Draw eight schematic symbols. Explain what three of the represented 
parts do. Find three electrical components to match to three of these symbols. 
[Used to be ten schematic symbols].

Reqt. 7: Do ONE of the following (a, b, or c):
Reqt. 7.a: Amateur radio:

[old reqt 7.a.(3) deleted]. This was the requirement to log two Morse Code 
contacts.

Reqt 7.a.(4): Explain some of the Technician Class license requirements and 
privileges. Explain who gives amateur radio exams. [The old requirement 
required discussion regarding the differences between Novice and Technician].

Full new Radio Merit Badge requirements may be found at these two Websites:

http://www.meritbadge.com/bsa/mb/093.htm
http://www.qsl.net/aa6j/radiomb/ .

˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚˚

TROOP 99 TECH CLASS PROGRESS
REPORT

P66AADF98
Jim LeBaron WA2IAX, Troop 99 Acting Scoutmaster reports:

Troop 99, Sidney, NY (Foothills District) is training "C-Corps" for Amateur Tech 
Licenses. Candidates, left to right, are Derrick McHenry, Connor Hornbeck and 
Troy Kiel. Second from left is instructor Kevin Kiel KB2EZR. (Ed. - Not shown is 
Jim WA2IAX). Scouts have completed about half the training using Gordon West's 
book "Technician Class".

The Troop committee has been very generous in allowing the corps to be a 
sub-element of the organization, able to use the Troop name and number in 
articles such as this and in any future ventures. They have also aided 
financially by paying half the cost of the license manuals.

Other benefactors include Mr. Gus Mark WA2GRS who has donated a valuable 
vertical antenna for 40-10 M. This will be most useful when our members 
upgrade to "Plus". Bob Benton N2RXK held a demo-session with the Scouts on 
packet and other digital modes from his emergency communications van. Another 
Amateur in the area is checking out a vintage HF rig and, if  in working order 
will add that to our equipment inventory. Other equipment will surely be needed 
as the Scouts become licensed.

The manual mentions the need for a "Picture I.D. card" in order to register for 
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an examination. For candidates without a driver's license this is a bit of a 
problem. The best approach found so far is to contact the VE team and request 
an alternate method. Should the Photo ID still be required, the Delaware 
County Sheriff's office's Ms. Evelyn Tripp would be the best contact. The card 
can be processed in one visit. It includes a fingerprint [I would be sure to 
consult parents first about this] and a photo. I understand that there may be a 
$5 charge and need for a birth certificate. The office's Ms. Mills was very 
understanding and willing to help. Sheriff Tom Mills has been a Scouter and is 
very "Pro-Scouting".

The Corps is counting down to a March 9 exam in Endicott,  providing all are "VE
ready".  The new licensees plan to schedule some bake-sale/car-wash type 
projects to fund the purchase of HT's.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ
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OCARG VANITY CALLSIGN STILL WAITING
ON FCC
As of this date, the FCC has taken no action on OCARG's application for a vanity 
callsign. Latest reports in the weekly ARRL Newsletter and Pete's DX Newsdesk
indicates that while the FCC is making inroads on its backlog of vanity callsign 
applications, it still has not made progress beyond the October application 
dates. OCARG filed effective 19 November 2001. It's gonna be awhile.

de Fred K2FRD

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂

NEW ONEONTA ARC OFFICERS
The Oneonta Amateur Radio Club met on Monday 28 January 2002 at the Oneonta
NYSEG Building and conducted its annual elections for club officers. the new 
officers are:

Don Howard KC2FMQ, President, of DeLancey
Les Stewart KB2YTQ, Vice President (incumbent), of Davenport Center
Kyle Jenne AB2KI, Secretary, of Oneonta
John Hampel AB2IC, treasurer (incumbent), of Downsville .

Donny replaces Bill Holland AA2RM while Kyle replaces Jerry Batik K2TNN, 
both of whom were thanked for their faithful and diligent service for the past 
year.

The Oneonta ARC regularly supports and participates in the annual October 
Jamboree On The Air.

∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑
∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑∑
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FOOTHILLS KLONDIKE/WINTER
CAMPOREE
The Foothills District Winter Camporee and Klondike Derby, conducted on 25-27 
January 2002 in back of the South Kortright school, was a mixed success with 
regard to amateur radio. Jim LeBaron WA2IAX and Kevin Kyle KB2EZR passed 
traffic on two meters while the same band served more than adequately for 
internal communications, especially since the camporee was spread over several 
miles of the "Klondike sled trail".

However, Fred's K2FRD planned KC2IQA schedule at 1130R (1630Z) on Saturday 
for 18.157mhz with the HFPack Group was QRNed out with a locally-generated 
"ignition"-type noise interference. Because the noise covered most of the 
17-meter band at an S9 level for most of the day, contact with the HFPack Group 
was impossible.

Details  on the HFPack Group may be found at:  http://www.hfpack.com .

de K2FRD

¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬
¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬

SCOUTRADIO AND SCOUT RADIO YOUTH
eGROUPS

Two email discussion (reflector) groups are of interest to Scouting Hams:  
Scoutradio and Scout Radio Youth. Both egroups are Yahoo!© sponsored egroups
and all interested parties are invited to join. There is no cost, no spam, and 
normally only a single line text ad at the bottom of each message (exception: if 
someone posts a message in other than plain text, e.g. RTF or Styled Text, a 
graphics/display ad is triggered.)

Recent topics discussed include the above mentioned changes to the Radio Merit 
Badge requirements, Jamboree On The Air (JOTA), and kite-lifted antennas. It has 
also been a location to announce Scouting-ham radio operations such as 
camporees and Scout Camp contacts. As of 12 February, 186 persons subscribed 
to the List representing most States and England, Netherlands, Spain, Northern 
Ireland, and several other nations. Further information may be found at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scoutradio/ .

The Scout Radio Youth eGroup is a relatively new eGroup with discussion 
specifically of interest to Ham-Scouts. It's "identity" has not yet been formed, 
but specific discussion subjects suggested are contacts with other Scouts and 
JOTA. Further information may be found at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ScoutRadioYouth/ .

For persons not familiar with Yahoo eGroups, it takes only a couple minutes to 
become a member of Yahoo, then only a few seconds (one click) to join any 
particular egroup of the thousands of groups listed. Specific details are at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/ .

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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UPCOMING EXAM SESSIONS
25 February 6PM at the Oneonta NYSEG Building. (607)746-2777.

25 February 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Public Safety Building. (518)827-4800.

2 April 6PM at the Otsego County Emergency Operations Center, Cooperstown. 
(607)746-2777.

13 April 8AM at Norwich BOCES. 607)847-6152.

20 April 2PM at the Margaretville Telephone Co. (845)586-2324.

22 April 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Public Safety Building. (518)827-4800.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL. If someone knows of unlisted 
sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  More details 
are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

LICENSE COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN
NORWICH
Eagle Scout Bob Benton N2RXK announces a Technician Course sponsored by the 
Chenango Valley Amateur Radio Association and held at the Norwich BOCES on 
the River Road. The course starts on Wednesday 27 February 2002 and continues 
weekly on Wednesday evenings through 10 April (7 sessions) followed by a VE
(exam) session on Saturday 13 April 2002 at 8AM at the Norwich BOCES.

The course is offered by BOCES as part of its Spring 2002 curriculum. There 
will be an undermined fee with books and other study materials provided as part 
of the fee. Further details may be obtained from Bob N2RXK at <mailto:
tasis@adelphia.net>.

Bob reports that the course already has eight enrolled in the course with more 
expected, so the minimum number has been met.

The Chenango County ARES Net on 146.685 will be held from the Norwich BOCES
on Wednesday 27 February 2002 for the benefit of the class members.

øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø

UPCOMING HAM-SCOUT EVENTS
17-19 May 2002. Foothills District Spring Camporee.  Message handling and 
internal communications.

18-21 October 2002. 45th Annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA).
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The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the address and OCARG membership 
lists are available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG™ KC2IQA and W. Frederick Stevens 
K2FRD.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

© February 2002 by OCARG™ and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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