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To: OCARG MAILING LIST bcc <thefred@ascent.net>
From: Fred Stevens K2FRD <K2FRD@stny.rr.com>
Subject: December 2002 OCARG EAGLE

OCARG EAGLE
                                                         
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

       VOLUME 3 NUMBER 4                     DECEMBER 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender. OCARG is an 
FCC-licensed Amateur Radio Club Station with the callsign KZ2BSA.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA

************************************************************************************

SEASON'S GREETINGS DE KZ2BSA
'Tis the Season! In the Northeast here, we have LOTS of snow - too much winter, 
too soon. But, all the white stuff does get everyone into the spirit of the 
Holidays. Not much going on Scouting-wise this month, at least around here. 
Everybody is focusing on friends, family, and shopping. And while the bands are 
in good shape with ten meters being relatively quiet QRN-wise, not too many are 
on. Very few DXpeditions this time of the year and not too many hard-to-reach DX 
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stations since most people are concentrating on Ramadan, Hanukkah, Christmas, 
and/or Kwanzaa. But, the Holidays tend to bring out the best in us which gives us 
that warm fuzzy feeling all over. So, not that much news this month. We'll 
improvise starting with this little website:

http://www.jacquielawson.com/corp_card.asp?pv=XS01CP .

And, author unknown, this Ham's Night Before Christmas:

'Twas the night before Christmas, And all through two-meters,
Not a signal was keying up Any repeaters.
The antennas reached up From the tower, quite high,
To catch the weak signals That bounced from the sky.
The children, Tech-Pluses, Took their HT's to bed,
And dreamed of the day They'd be Extras, instead.
Mom put on her headphones, I plugged in the key,
And we tuned 40 meters For that rare ZK3.
When the meter was pegged By a signal with power.
It smoked a small diode, And, I swear, shook the tower.
Mom yanked off her phones, And with all she could muster
Logged a spot of the signal On the DX PacketCluster,
While I ran to the window And peered up at the sky,
To see what could generate RF that high.
It was way in the distance, But the moon made it gleam -
A flying sleigh, With an eight element beam,
And a little old driver Who looked slightly mean.
So I though for a moment, That it might be Wayne Green.
But no, it was Santa, The Santa of Hams,
On a mission, this Christmas To clean up the bands.
He circled the tower, Then stopped in his track,
And he slid down the coax Right into the shack.
While Mom and I hid Behind stacks of CQ,
This Santa of hamming Knew just what to do.
He cleared off the shack desk Of paper and parts,
And filled out all my late QSLs for a start.
He ran copper braid, Took a steel rod and pounded
It into the earth, Till the station was grounded.
He tightened loose fittings, Resoldered connections,
Cranked down modulation, Installed lightning protection.
He neutralized tubes In my linear amp...
(Never worked right before --Now it works like a champ).
A new, low-pass filter Cleaned up the TV.
He corrected the settings In my TNC.
He repaired the computer That would not compute,
And he backed up the hard drive And got it to boot.
Then, he reached really deep In the bag that he brought,
And he pulled out a big box. "A new rig?" I thought!
"A new Kenwood? An Icom? A Yaesu, for me?
(If he thought I'd been bad It might be QRP!)
Yes! The Ultimate station! How could I deserve this?
Could it be all those hours That I worked Public Service?
He hooked it all up And in record time, quickly
Worked 100 countries, All down on 160.
I should have been happy. It was my call he sent.
But the cards and the postage Will cost two month's rent!
He made final adjustments, And left a card by the key:
"To Gary, from Santa Claus. Seventy-Three."
Then he grabbed his HT, Looked me straight in the eye,
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Punched a code on the pad, And was gone - no good bye.
I ran back to the station, And the pile up was big.
But a card from St. Nick Would be worth my new rig.
Oh, too late, for his final Came over the air.
It was copied all over. It was heard everywhere.
The Ham's Santa exclaimed What a ham might expect,
"Merry Christmas to all, And to all, good DX."

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
&&&&&&

MORE HOLIDAY FUN!
From Kim KB1GTR and Steve KB1DIG in Connecticut. The first address also has 
some nice downloadable Holiday music from the U.S. Air Force Band in MP-3 
format:

****************************************

A little something fun that we hope you all can enjoy with your family
on Christmas Eve!!

The kids really get a big charge out of it.  There is also some great
stuff going on now to help with counting down the days before
Christmas.  Send e-mail questions for Santa...
------------------------------------------------
North American Air Defense Command (NORAD) of the US Air Force again tracks 
Santa's
progress beginning on Christmas Eve.

You too can follow his progress through the sky by clicking on these
very real links to NORAD.

http://www.noradsanta.org/

http://www.wpafb.af.mil/museum/santa.htm

Wishing everyone a Safe & Happy Holiday Season!

&73's (-8
Kim KB1GTR / Steven  KB1DIG /  FN43ne
Hampage:
http://home.attbi.com/~buck0/hampage.htm

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

GOTA IN FEBRUARY GUIDES/GIRLS ON
THE AIR
From Jean Wolfgang WB3IOS at ARRL:

I know you're all familiar with JOTA but did you know GOTA is also
coming up on Feb. 15th and 16th.  GOTA refers to "Guides" in Canada
but in the USA we know them as Girl Scouts!  It appears Thinking Day
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is a time for the girls to learn about Girl Scouts in other
countries. From some reading I have done it looks like Canada
instituted using Amateur Radio to get in touch with some of those
other Girl Scouts in 1985.  Since then other countries have joined in.

GOTA operates pretty much the same as JOTA.  But for more information
including frequency, activities, etc, please visit
http://www.guidezone.skl.com/hastart.htm .

Please contact me know if you have questions.

de Jean Wolfgang WB3IOS <mailto:jwolfgang@arrl.org>
ARRL

------------------------------

Frank KR1ZAN slightly modifies the above URL:

The actual "start" page is:
http://www.guidezone.skl.com/i_ha_index.htm

Look for WC5GS during GOTA in February.  WC5GS is at Camp Whispering Cedars 
in Dallas, TX (Whispering Cedars 5 Girl Scouts).

73, Frank KR1ZAN
frank@krizan.org
Advisor, Venturer Crew 73 - K5BSA
http://www.qsl.net/wc5gs/
http://www.qsl.net/k5bsa/

###############################################################

CIVIL AIR PATROL CONNECTIONS
Roz Stone <mailto:RStone1221@aol.com> of Texas and the mother of a ham-Scout 
who is almost Eagle sent us the following on the Civil Air Patrol which has had 
connections to Scouting and amateur radio for many years:

here are a bunch of site links you might find interesting.
Roz- Carrollton, Texas

Texas Wing Aerospace Ed Programs

http://web.wt.net/~txwg-cap/ae.html

„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„
„„„„„„„„„„„„„„„

UNBREAKING NEWS: HAM EXPLORER
POST
In what proved to be the shortest-lived news flash in OCARG history, the 
possibility of a new amateur radio Exploring Post dropped dead the day after 
publication of the  November EAGLE.  After raising the hopes of everyone with 
information that the newest school survey showed a significant interest in 
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amateur radio among area High School students, the Otschodela Council 
Exploring Division Executive reported that there had been a slight 
misinterpretation of the survey. Instead of the large numbers interested in ham 
radio, it turns out the large numbers were interested in communications, the 
latter of which meant newspapers, television, writing, reporting, broadcast 
radio, and other media arts. Of the dozens who indicated an interest in 
communication, only one had noted amateur radio. However, this is not 
surprising in that the school survey is intended for vocational interests, not 
hobbies.

The good that came out of this, however, is we learned of the existence of, and 
met Dave N2RCA, an Otschodela Council ham from Franklin and a new member of 
the Council Exploring Service Team (Commissioners) and now of OCARG.

de K2FRD

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥

OCARG'S NEW WEB HOST SITE
Most everyone received notification that OCARG's home site moved in November 
from it's original site at Ascent.net to RoadRunner (stny.rr.com). The new site 
offers faster download time and much larger capacity (10 megabytes instead of 
three MB). The new URL is:  http://home.stny.rr.com/k2frd/ocarg.htm . An 
automated Redirect HTML was inserted into the Ascent site so that anyone 
clicking onto the old address will be automatically sent to the new site. The 
search engines have not yet picked up the new address; this normally takes one 
to three months.

Since it's creation more than two years ago, the OCARG home page has received 
more than 6000 hits although its counter only reflects some 4400 hits due to a 
change in hit meters. It's because of YOU, the OCARG subscriber membership 
which has made this happen! Thanks!

My personal email address also reflects this change: 
<mailto:K2FRD@stny.rr.com>.

To answer a repeated question, "stny" means Southern Tier of New York.

de K2FRD

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

OCARG'S NEW YAHOO GROUP UP AND
RUNNING
With little fanfare, the new OCARG Yahoo email discussion group is now 
operational at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OCARG/ . Instructions to join were sent out to all
EAGLE subscribers a couple weeks ago, but response has been somewhat slow 
with only eight persons presently signed up.

There's a couple topics with which I'd like to discuss the pro's and con's with the 
membership, but I'd like to see a larger group for a more diverse exchange of 
information. One of these subjects is the possibility of OCARG hosting a ham 
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radio Special Event in which OCARG members/subscribers around the world can 
participate using the KZ2BSA callsign in a portable configuration in the same 
manner that K2BSA is used.

But, we still need more subscribers to the OCARG Yahoo Group. I encourage 
everyone to sign up so as not to miss the action.

de K2FRD

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS:
14 December 2002, 9AM, Red Cross Building, Corning, NY. (607)936-3522.

21 December 2002, 9AM, Kingston, NY. (845)382-2103.

28 January 2003, 6PM, Oneonta NYSEG, (607)746-2777

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:K2FRD@stny.rr.com>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

WISHING EVERYONE HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
1⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄4
1⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄41⁄4

--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:K2FRD@stny.rr.com>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the OCARG membership lists are 
available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:K2FRD@stny.rr.com>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

OCARG's mailing list is NEVER sold nor otherwise made available to spammers.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://home.stny.rr.com/k2frd/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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Related: :MAC HD OS 
8.6:P341AA888_1%201:000AB4C8:67CC14F9:00000000:00000000
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