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          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 8                  APRIL 2002
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the 
enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur radio and to the 
advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and 
all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an 
interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of 
Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no 
constitution, no newsletter charges, and no organized meetings. All 
communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an 
interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to 
OCARG members. If you feel that you have received this bulletin in error and no 
longer wish to receive it, please send a message so stating to the above Sender 
<mailto:k2frd@arrl.net>.

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 
5.1.3 emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and 
want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text 
Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see 
it only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and 
Mishiwaka Bold (with the slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size 
and to avoid providing a ready-made list to spammers.

© 2002 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group KZ2BSA

************************************************************************************

GRAPHICS PROBLEMS WITH THE EAGLE?
If you have trouble with the OCARG EAGLE's graphics, e.g. scrambling, 
distortion, or trouble downloading, let us know and we'll resend it in Plain Text 
and/or without the graphics.
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TWO NEW SCOUT HAMS!
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Derrick McHenry KC2JIX

Troop 99 Sidney, NY is proud to announce that Scout Derrick McHenry has passed 
the Amateur radio "Technician Class" license exam given in Vestal on March 25. 
Derrick has been part of Troop 99 "C-Corps" who have been studying for the test 
for 11 weeks. He will now be watching the "New Ham" internet postings for his 
new callsign. He is a First Class Scout, has been with the Troop for over 2 years 
and is 13 years old. Derrick lives on River Street in Sidney with mom and dad Sue 
and Ed McHenry and brother Phil.  Please congratulate Derrick. We will be 
hearing him on the air soon. Many thanks to WA2VCS, Bob Soltis of Endicott and 
his VE crew for hosting the exam.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

On 2 April 2002, we found Derrick's name on the FCC's Website with his new 
callsign KC2JIX. Within the day, he was on two meters talking like a DXer!

Since Derrick received his license, he's been heard frequently on 146.685 and 
checks in regularly on several area nets using equipment provided to Troop 99 
by John K2KN.

de K2FRD

****************

Connor Hornbeck KC2JJY

Troop 99 is proud to announce that Scout Connor Hornbeck  has passed the 
Amateur radio "Technician Class" license exam given in Cooperstown  on April 
2nd.  Connor has been part of Troop 99 "C-Corps" who had been studying for the 
test for 11 weeks. He will now be watching the "New Ham" internet postings for 
his new callsign. He only lacks a Scoutmaster's Conference and Board of 
Review for Second Class Scout, has been with the Troop for over a year and is 
11 years old. Derrick lives on Glen Ave. in Sidney with mom and dad Deb and Jeff 
Hornbeck, brother Jesse and sister Jill.  Please congratulate Connor. We will 
be hearing him on the air soon. Many thanks to AB2IC, John Hampel of 
Downsville and his VE crew for hosting the exam. He has already distinguished 
himself by handling traffic for the Troop during their April 13/14 campout near 
Masonville.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

On 9 April, the FCC posted Connor's new callsign KC2JJY. Congratulations, 
Connor! We've already heard him on the air using Jim's WA2IAX equipment.

de K2FRD
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QSTs DONATED TO TECH CLASSES
Malcolm Blue N3YDR found a useful purpose for those old QSTs lying around 
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his house. He donated about thirty pounds of them to the two local Technician 
classes currently in session. Bob Benton N2RXK and Bob Levin N2KYZ, 
instructors of the 17-member class in session at the Norwich BOCES received 
about three-quarters of the QSTs while Jim LeBaron WA2IAX and Kevin Kiel 
KB2EZR, instructors of the three students in the Troop 99 (Sidney, NY) received 
the remainder. QSTs, as the official publication of the ARRL, contain a wide 
variety of subjects and are particularly useful for demonstration of the many 
aspects of amateur radio.

OCARG salutes Malcolm for his generous donation!
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COUNTDOWN TO JOTA
The 2002 JOTA Logo is not available yet.

In six months, the 2002 Jamboree On The Air is going to happen. The weekend of 
18 to 20 October 2002 is set aside as the date for Scouts and Scouters around 
the world to make contact with each other through amateur radio. It's never to 
early to start JOTA planning:

http://www2.arrl.org/FandES/ead/ideas.html .

Keep up to date with Scouting plans and information for patches:

http://www.bsa.scouting.org/international/jota.html .

The ARRL has information kits to hand out at JOTA. These kits are available 
online at the URL below. Kits are $12 with shipping, and include handout 
materials for 50 persons:

https://www.arrl.org/forms/ead/recruit/orderform.html .

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

THE WA2IAX CONNECTOR CONTAINER
RX PRESCRIPTION BOTTLE WITH COAX CABLE

A couple of problems resulted in this innovation:  When operating in the field 
with Scout Troop 99 Sidney, NY, we usually use an easily-packable "J-pole" for 2 
Meters made from 300 ohm TV twinlead. It has about 20 feet of 1/16 dia nylon 
mason line attached at its top end for the old "Rock-in-the-sock" method of 
throwing it over a prime tree limb. This has documented varying degrees of 
success, string tanglage, frustration and loss of equipment history. No 
solution has been garnered for this first problem.  A second one involves a 
colleague's Mobile [also portable-configured] 2 M rig which uses a UHF 
connector receptacle which is a poor mate for the HT-friendly BNC plug on the 
warm end of the J-pole. A connector adapter, being smaller than a bread box, is 
easily lost in mud, snow, tall grass, and the river, things prevalent in most 
Troop 99 campouts. A first-shot solution for this was to tie the thing to the coax 
with more mason line. Not really good because, when snarling up the halyard 
line,  the "Loss-proof" line compounds the problem proportional to the square of 
the inverse temperature.
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One way out: Saw a couple slots in a plastic pill-sample (or prescription) bottle 
[about 1 in diameter X  2 in.],  pop the adapter in and then screw the cap down on 
the coax. Works so far.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ
µµµµµµµ

ON VANITY LICENSE PLATES
I'm proud of my callsign. I worked hard to get to where I am now in amateur radio 
and don't mind bragging about it. Also, my car is rigged for mobile HF and VHF 
operations and, from time to time, when it's in HF mode, has antennas sticking out 
of it like a road-killed porcupine. I long coveted a final touch, vanity license 
plates with my callsign boldly proclaiming who I am, but I never investigated it 
because I'd heard and read of the expense. Too much, I thought. That is, until 
Gary Teed N2GAR put me onto a website which convinced me to make the plunge:  
http://www.k2bj.com/Plates.htm . This site covers the entire United States, but I 
can only speak with experience for New York State.

Ham radio operators in NYS are classified as emergency services for license 
plate purposes. As a result, we have one of the lowest vanity plate charges in 
the State at only $18 for the original purchase and $5 per year thereafter, 
payable upon registration renewal ($10 for two years).

for more details on New York's vanity plates, see:
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/emerg.htm  .
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PACK 36 WALTON TAKE A HIKE WITH
RADIO

Left to Right: John Copeland,Christopher Northrup,Austin Boice,Shane 
MacRabie,Shawn Visser, Dale Morley, Rich Morley, Christopher Ogden. Absent 
from picture: Dawn Northrup.

On March 23 Webelos Scouts from Pack 36, Walton were led on a 
Communications Achievement Award exercise by Assistant Den Leader John 
Copeland KC2ELN. The site was at Launt Pond on Bear Spring Mountain by 
authority of Ranger Jeff Breigle.

Scouts were given instruction and some practice in flag signaling and "Buzzer 
Modulated" FM over Amateur HT's belonging  to John and Jim WA2IAX.

Both flags and buzzers used Morse Code.

Scouts talked to Al K2EZK [Sidney], Fred K2FRD [Guilford] and Kevin KB2EZR 
[Sidney] over the 146.955 repeater. Many thanks to these gentlemen for their 
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time with Scouts.

A very good lunch was served to the group by Ms. Northrup.

de Jim LeBaron WA2IAX

John is an Eagle Scout and graduate of the Jim LeBaron WA2IAX Troop 99 
Academy of Radio. - K2FRD
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HAVE HAMS FORGOTTEN HOW TO TALK? 

EDITORIAL
I recently received an email from a club member complaining that no one wants 
to talk on HF anymore, that all they want to do is exchange callsigns and signal 
reports. He¹s a Tech Plus and has a limited amount of SSB bandwidth available 
on ten meters for ragchewing. Been there, done that. I was a Novice for 38 
years, off and on before I finally upgraded.

He¹s absolutely right. The space between 28.300 and 28.500 is the only part of 
the HF spectrum where a Novice or a Tech Plus can work SSB Yet for some 
reason, it seems every DXer in the world works there. It¹s even worse on 
contest weekends or if a DXpedition to a rare or uncommon QTH is on; everyone 
seems to start in, then concentrate in those 200 kilohertz. Why? There¹s a 
whole world above 28.500 and most of the time, if propagation suits 28.3 to 28.5, 
it also suits at higher frequencies. And, much above 28.5 is unused. South 
American stations in particular seem to know no other set of frequencies beside 
28.3 to 28.5.

Out of curiosity, I checked the April QST: of those contests which specifically 
mentioned ten meter frequencies (seven of them), EVERY SINGLE ONE assigned a 
calling frequency between 28.3 and 28.5 mhz.

This isn¹t right. There¹s no reason I know that the contests can¹t go higher, 
i.e. above 28.5 mhz and there¹s no reason why major contest sponsors such as 
the ARRL, CQ Magazine, IARU, and the QSO Party organizers can¹t exclude this 
part of the band from the contests. Novices and Tech Pluses are supposed to be 
³training² licenses although many, many hams are perfectly happy with these 
levels and their limited SSB privileges. So, perhaps the ball should start 
rolling from somewhere: let¹s start bringing it to the attention of contest 
sponsors that 28.3 and 28.5 should be for ragchewers, Novices, Tech Pluses, and 
those who just want a simple QSO without having to compete with the world.

deK2FRD

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………

UPCOMING VE SESSIONS

20 April 2PM at the Margaretville Telephone Co. (845)586-2324.
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20 April 9AM at the Red Cross Building in Corning (607)936-3522.

22 April 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Public Safety Building. (518)827-4800.

4 June 6PM at the Cooperstown Emergency Operations Center (607)746-2777.

24 June 7PM at the Schoharie Co. Emergency Management Office (518)827-4800.

These are the only VE Sessions listed by ARRL for this area. If someone knows 
of unlisted sessions, please send us an email <Mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.  
More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®
--
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you 
have received this newsletter in error, please send an email to 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via 
Blind CC to reduce the size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from 
receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the address and OCARG membership 
lists are available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this 
newsletter if credit is given to OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by 
double-clicking onto the appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be 
found at:  http://www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©2002 by OCARG? KZ2BSA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD
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