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                     OCARG EAGLE
                                       BULLETIN OF THE
       OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP

          VOLUME 2 NUMBER 4              December 2001
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program 
through amateur radio and to the advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any 
and all Scouters, amateur radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts 
of America, particularly within, but not exclusive of Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership 
dues, no officers, no constitution, no newSletter charges, and no organized meetings. All communications 
are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an interest in Ham-Scouting and an email to the 
above Sender.

Copies of the OCARG EAGLE are sent to many interested persons in addition to OCARG members. If you feel 
that you have received this bulletin in error and no longer wish to receive it, please send a message so 
stating to the above Sender (thefred@ascent.net).

This newsletter is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro 5.1.3 emailer. If you have 
Rich Text Format (RTF) or stylized text capability and want to see everything as it was sent, make sure 
your RTF or styled text Preference/Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see it 
only in black typeface, turn it off.  Fonts are Comic Sans MS, Capital, and Mishiwaka Bold (with the 
slashed zero), available from Editor if desired.

The OCARG EAGLE is mailed only via Blind CC to cut down on your header's size and to avoid providing a 
ready-made list to spammers.

© December 2001 by Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group
************************************************************************************

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON TO ALL!

At the end of OCARG's nineteenth month of existence, I would like to wish everyone the best for the 
Holiday Season and hoping that all good ham-boys and ham-girls receive lots of radio goodies in their 
stockings and under their trees! May this coming year be the best ever in both amateur radio and Boy 
Scouting for you, your families, and your friends.

73, Fred K2FRD
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OCARG SMITTEN BY ANTHRAX

About eight days after the application for OCARG's vanity callsign went into the mail about 6 November, 
the Federal Communications Commission announced that applications for vanity callsigns would cease until 
new procedures for anthrax screening became implemented at the Agency's Gettysburg office. FCC Gettysburg 
processes all new vanity callsign applications.

In an announcement dated 14 November, the FCC stated that it was relocating its Gettysburg mail facility 
to an offsite location to reduce the possibility of anthrax contamination at its central office. The FCC 
in Washington was a target during the early stages of the anthrax-by-mail attack.

Because the FCC treats both electronic and paper vanity callsign applications equally, no vanitycallsigns 
will be issued until the new facility catches up on its backlog of mail applications. No estimated date 
when this might happen was issued, but the ARRL and others have mentioned a late December date.

The change in mail-handling procedures may affect amateur operators during their license renewal procedure 
since the Gettysburg office also processes renewals. Specifically, if a renewal application is filed in a 
"timely fashion" and is within the two-year grace period, an amateur whose license might otherwise expire 
may continue to operate.

OCARG presently holds the pool callsign KC2IQA.
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CORRECTION ON EAGLE LIST

Dennis Klimowski KC2IKQ advised me that his listing in November's OCARG EAGLE as an Eagle Scout was in 
error. The error was all mine and I accept full responsibility for it. However, I should mention that 
Dennis has long since made up for this omission in his Scouting background through his exemplary personal, 
professional, and military activities which are of a caliber worthy of an Eagle Scout.

de K2FRD
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WERE YOU PREPARED?

Saturday night's (8-9 December) snowstorm in the northeastern part of the United States, the first of the 
season, dumped up to eight inches of snow in various parts of this area. Since the National Weather 
Service issued plenty of timely warnings, most persons should have been aware of its approach. Except for 
changes in travel plans due to slick icy roads, there were few problems created by the snow.
                             

View of K2FRD's back forty from the back deck on 9 December 2001.
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EARLY CONNECTION WITH SCOUTING AND RADIO

The following from Ray Sirois N1RY on the Scoutradio eList is a link to a 13 minute sound clip recently 
broadcast on National Public Radio: http://www.npr.org/ramfiles/atc/20011130.atc.06.ram

It requires Real Player which can be downloaded for free if you don't have it: http://huxley.real.com/
real/player/player.html?dc=12111210129&lang=&loc=&src=011204realhome
 
The narrative describes the very early days of radio, including an interview with K4HU a former Scout (now 
94yrs) who was around to hear the very first voice (phone) transmissions as they came from Frank Conrad's 
Pennsylvania Garage.  Frank Conrad is the originator of the first commercial radio station, KDKA 
Philadelphia, still on the air.

The 13-minute program is educational and may be used during Radio Merit Badge or Technician classes.

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥

TROOP 99 CAMPOUT FEATURES RADIO, LEONIDS

 
Scouts from Troop 99, Sidney held a campout on the Sangendorf Hill property of Scoutmaster John Latta 
November 17th and 18th. Ten Scouts from the Troop, 10 Webelos guests, and their Den Chief (from Troop 34) 
and leader attended.
 
The Webelos earned partial requirements for their Outdoorsman Achievement Award.
 
Three of the Webelos talked to amateur radio operators in Margaretville and in Guilford. Thanks to John 
Hampel AB2IC in Margaretville and Fred Stevens K2FRD in Guilford. K2FRD also filed the Troop Field Report 
with the Troop Chairman from the Troop 99 station in camp. John Gallagher K2KN, relayed "All well" traffic 
on Sunday morning. A QRP station was demonstrated for the Webelos and a CW contact was made on 40M in 
Ithaca (2 W).
 
Senior Scouts completed requirements for Camping Merit badge and First Class Scout.
 
Five Scouts took a 5-mile hike required for 2nd Class Scout.
 
A campfire was held Saturday evening with a Church service and camp songs.
 
Webelos and part of the Scout group completed 80% of a bridge over the creek.
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Some Scouts crawled out of their sleeping bags at 5 AM Sunday and crunched out on the frosty clearing to 
see the Leonid meteor display.
 
Yours in Scouting...................................Jim LeBaron, WA2IAX

deWA2IAX
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AA2RM NEW EMERGENCY COORD IN DELAWARE CO

Bill Holland AA2RM, of Meredith is the new ARES/RACES Emergency Coordinator for Delaware County effective 
this month. He replaces Paul DeAndrea WB2JOW, of Franklin who retired from the position.
 Bill Holland AA2RM                 Paul DeAndrea WB2JOW

Emergency Coordinators (EC) function as the amateur radio controller for his/her assigned County during 
emergencies and/or simulated emergency tests (SET). An emergency operation is coordinated through the 
Amateur Radio emergency Service (ARES), an arm of the American Radio Relay League, and the Radio Amateur 
Civil emergency Service (RACES), a branch of Civil Defense. See related story below. Generally, an EC 
works under the appropriate County Office of Emergency Management (OEM).

Also swept into the void created by Paul's retirement is John Hampel AB2IC ("John In Downsville") as 
Acting Assistant Emergency Coordinator for Delaware County. His title is temporary until he finally agrees 
to take the position.
 John Hampel AB2IC

Both Bill and John are OCARG EAGLE subscribers while Paul has served as Radio Merit Badge counselor for 
the Franklin area.
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SIX-COUNTY ARES GROUP FORMED

The Six-County Amateur Radio Emergency Service "SCARES" group was formed on Saturday 8 December 2001 at a 
meeting of area Emergency Coordinators and Assistant ECs at the Otsego County Volunteer Fireman Training 
Center on Hemlock Road in Oneonta. Eleven amateur operators representing the six surrounding counties 
organized into SCARES for the purpose of local and regional coordination during emergencies. The six 
counties represented include: Delaware, Otsego, Schoharie, Chenango, Montgomery, and Herkimer Counties.
 
SCARES was formed in response to the 11 September attacks on the World Trade Center and the more recent 
anthrax incidents around the United States. Although it will function as an ARES group, it will also 
operate under the auspices of RACES. All six counties are rural in nature and normally combine the 
responsibilities of ARES and RACES.

One of the locally more important duties of local ARES members occurs during a SKYWARN Alert. SKYWARN is 
the organization of amateur radio operators who work with, and report to the National Weather Service 
(Binghamton Office, usually) during weather emergencies. In the words of the NWS, amateurs are "the 
National Weather Service's eyes on the ground". NWS radar can cover the weather in the air, but is limited 
in its ground coverage. Amateurs compensate for this technological shortfall by reporting real-time 
weather as it occurs. Significant SKYWARN Alerts include the tornadoes of May 1998 and the major 
thunderstorms of September 2000.

SCARES SSB Nets are the first Monday of each month at 1900R (EST or EDT)(0000Z or 2300Z) on 3.993.5MHz. 
All properly licensed amateur operators are invited to join in this Net. Net Control Station is WB3CUF, 
Wells Farr.

This is particularly relevant to ham/Scouts and ham/Scouters in that SCARES primary mission is emergency 
preparedness.

deK2FRD
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JUST FOR FUN...
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Do a GoogleSearch with the keywords "Otschodela Council" and see what comes up!
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UPCOMING AREA VOLUNTEER EXAM SESSIONS

25 Feb 02 7PM Schoharie Co. EMO (518)827-4800

This is the only VE Session listed by ARRL. If someone knows of unlisted sessions, please send us an 
email.  More details are in:

http://www2.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml .
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LICENSE COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN NORWICH

Eagle Scout Bob Benton N2RXK announces a Technician Course sponsored by the Chenango Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and held at the Norwich BOCES on the River Road. The course starts on Wednesday 27 February 
2002 and continues weekly on Wednesday evenings through 10 April (7 sessions) followed by a VE (exam) 
session on Saturday 13 April 2002.

The course is offered by BOCES as part of its Spring 2002 curriculum. There will be an undermined fee with 
books and other study materials provided as part of the fee. Further details may be obtained from Bob 
N2RXK at <mailto: tasis@adelphia.net>.
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SPACEWEATHER.COM AND PROPAGATION

Much of our radiowave propagation is determined by solar activity. Spaceweather.com™ ( http://
www.spaceweather.com/ ) is the best online location in which to find current and projected solar 
conditions affecting propagation. Spaceweather.com also provides email alerts in the event a major solar 
event occurs affecting propagation. Most such events include coronal mass ejections (CMEs) which, if 
massive enough, will eliminate HF propagation for several hours and affect it for several days. 
Conversely, CMEs provide for spectacular aurora and heightened VHF and UHF propagation. Subscription 
details for alerts are found at the above URL.
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LABRADOR DXPEDITION PROGRAM IN ONEONTA

Fred Stevens K2FRD's long-delayed Labrador DXpedition photo slide development process has finally ended 
and the slides are now in. A slide program will be delivered at the Monday 28 January 2002 regular meeting 
of the Oneonta Amateur Radio Club starting about 7PM (1900R). OARC meets the fourth Monday of each month 
at the Oneonta NYSEG building.

Operating as VO2/K2FRD, Fred's DXpedition to Labrador, the mainland part of the Province of Newfoundland, 
Canada stretched from June through August 2001 and made over 1500 contacts in 123 DXCC countries, all 50 
States, and all 9 Provinces.

All interested persons are invited to attend the program. Talk-in frequency is 146.850 or obtain travel 
directions from OARC President Bill Holland AA2RM <mailto:wholland@stny.rr.com>. The program lasts about 
an hour.
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MORE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

The recurring Scout and Ham theme of emergency preparedness continues. Amateur radio operators activated 
for certain emergencies operate under several Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with specific emergency 
groups such as the American Red Cross and Salvation Army. These MOU define the depths and extent of our 
operations and the relationships between the amateur operators and the involved emergency agency. Further 
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details may be found at:

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/mou/index.html .
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-- 
The OCARG EAGLE is published monthly on or about the 15th. If you feel you have received this newsletter 
in error, please send an email to <mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Subscriptions are free; there is no spam, no ads.  Each edition is addressed via Blind CC to reduce the 
size of recipients' headers and to prevent spammers from receiving a ready-made spam list. Copies of the 
address and OCARG membership lists are available by application to the subscription address. Subscribe to: 
<mailto:thefred@ascent.net>.
Permission is hereby granted to copy, re-publish, and/or quote any part of this newsletter if credit is 
given to OCARG™ KC2IQA and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD.

All email and URL links are hyperlinks and may be directly accessed by double-clicking onto the 
appropriate link in most emailer clients.

Further information regarding Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group may be found at:  http://
www.ascent.net/thefred/ocarg.htm .

©December 2001 by OCARG™ and W. Frederick Stevens K2FRD


