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            OTSCHODELA COUNCIL AMATEUR RADIO GROUP
BULLETIN #5                                     DECEMBER 2000

====================================================================================

Scouting Hams and Hamming Scouters--

Otschodela Council Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) is dedicated to the enhancement of the Scouting program through amateur 
radio and to the advancement of amateur radio in Boy Scouting.  Membership is open to any and all Scouters, amateur 
radio operators, and Scouting and ham clubs with an interest in the Boy Scouts of America, particularly within, but not 
exclusive of Otschodela Council, BSA. There are no membership dues, no officers, no constitution, and no organized 
meetings. All communications are via email or ham radio. All that's required to join is an interest and an email to the 
above Sender.

Please note that the mailing list is larger than the OCARG membership list. Copies of the Bulletin are sent to many 
interested persons in addition to OCARG members.

This Bulletin is brought to you in Living Color, compliments of Eudora Pro emailer. If you have Rich Text Format (RTF) 
or stylized text capability and want to see everything as it was sent, make sure your RTF or styled text Preference/
Option/Control Panel/Setting is turned ON or set. If you want to see it only in black typeface, turn it off. If you have 
trouble reading it at all, please contact me at the above address (of course, if you're having trouble reading this, how 
will you know to contact me?)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

THIS BULLETIN STILL NEEDS A NAME

I am underwhelmed by the response to my entreaties for a new name for this Bulletin. To me, the name "Bulletin" sounds 
trite. On my own, I came up with a few more alliterations and allegories:  the OCARG OHMMASTER; the OCARG RESONATOR; the 
OCARG INDUCTOR. C'mon, everyone - I need some input here! I'd really like a new name for the new year. So, let's clean 
off those dusty keyboards and start sending some ideas this way. If enough come in, I'll send out a special message with 
the submitted choices requesting your opinions. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
  
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Bob Benton, N2RXK is an Eagle Scout, lives near North Norwich, Chenango County and is a member of Chenango Valley 
Amateur Radio Association.

Frank Lawler, N4MAI just became a Unit Commisioner in Oxford, NY where he lives. He is also a member of Chenango Valley 
Amateur Radio Association.

Both have indicated a lifelong interest in, and dedication to Scouting and both are long-time amateur radio operators. 

If there are others out there who you think might be interested in this newsletter, please feel free to contact me at 
the above address. The price is right:  Zero, Zip, Nada, Ziltch. All it takes is an interest in Scouting and/or amateur 
radio and we'll put you on the list.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

TROOP 99s NOVEMBER CAMPOUT INCLUDES HAM RADIO

Jim LaBaron WA2IAX sent us this report on Sidney, NY Troop 99's November campout. I've added a few words here and there 
for amplification for the benefit of non-local readers.

Nov 18/19

Troop 99 camped out at Crumhorn Mountain's Henderson Scout Reservation, about 12 miles NE of Oneonta, NY during the 
weekend of 18/19 November. Attending were Winston, Metch, Munholand, D. Zieno, K.Echard, E.Echard, and Rutenbur. 
Scoutmaster John Latta's pioneering MB group succesfully built a Monkey bridge in 2 hours. It held up to both Scout and 
Leader crossings. This was a particularly difficult construction job because it was done in 2 inches of snow and winter 
temperatures that dropped down to 17F. Other advancements were gained in First class cooking, tree ID and Camping MB. 
Sidney was kept informed as to the Troop's progress by radio as Scouts sent messages home via the Oneonta Amateur Radio 
Club's Repeater. Our thanks to Bill Holland AA2RM for the use of the machine.

Stations taking traffic were K2KN - Sidney, KB2EME - Otego, and N2KPR -
Milford. Others with informals were KA2QAU, WA2TTD, K2EZK and K2FRD. Many
thanks to all, WA2IAX.

*Troop 99 also conducted its own emergency preparedness exercise the previous week, but we haven't received a report on 
that as yet. We'll publish it when we do.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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CVARA CONDUCTS SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST

Chenango Valley Amateur Radio Association conducted a surprise Simulated Emergency Test (SET) on Wednesday 29 November 
2000 as part of its ARES Emergency Preparedness training. Surprising everyone (except NCS/AEC K2FRD who was apprised of 
the event beforehand), Emergency Coordinator Ray K2DAR, operating as Chenango County's ARES station WC2AGO from his home 
(the Emergency Operations Center under the County Jail in Norwich was "flooded" - another simulation), commenced the 
exercise about 1900R (2400Z), a half-hour before the normal CVARA Wednesday evening ARES Net. The simulation was a 
severe ice storm which knocked out power and phone lines across a wide area. Only a few checked into the Net at first, 
but as hams turned on their 2-meter radios, a significant number eventually joined the net until we finally had fourteen 
or fifteen. As part of the exercise, the 146.865 repeater "went down" (was turned off) and a SSB net on ten meters 
became established on 28.350mhz. As conditions "worsened", further communication became necessary using CW on 28.050mhz, 
FM on six meters, simplex on two meters, and packet on two meters. 

 We learned a few things. First, local SSB and CW communications on ten meters isn't so hot. There was no single station 
which could hear everyone else; everybody was simply too close to each other for skywave propagation or too far away for 
groundwave propagation. Second, several of the group also decided maybe they should dig out and dust off their keys and/
or bugs, just in the instance that code becomes necessary during an emergency. I know it's a trite phrase, but it's true 
that when nothing else gets through, CW does.

Perhaps the single greatest service ham radio operators can give to their communities is emergency communications. No 
one else, not even the police nor other public or private emergency Agencies is equipped to provide thousands (or 
millions) of frequencies under no-power and no-phone conditions anywhere anytime. We can operate portable, mobile, or 
fixed under our own power almost indefinitely and can communicate locally or worldwide. These SETs provide us with 
training and experience to gain and hone the necessary skills to operate under any imaginable, and some unimaginable 
conditions. A recent example of ham radio put to the test was the hurricane which sat over and battered Belize (where 
many retired Americans live) for days without letup. The ONLY communications going into or out of Belize was through 
amateur radio operators. Even the US National Weather Service depended upon hams as its sole source for information 
about the storm. 

I've included this report because the Boy Scouts of America is proud of its tradition of educating and training Scouts 
in emergency preparedness. And, wherever there's an emergency, you can bet the farm that there's Scouting hams providing 
emergency and other services.

Hamming Scouters who participated in this SET that have been identified include N2RXK and K2FRD. If I've missed anyone, 
please come forward and be recognized.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

THIS BULLETIN ACCEPTS MOST ANY NEWS, LETTERS, OP-ED:
HERE'S AN EDITORIAL ON E-QSLs

Like all small newspapers, we'll accept most anything that's of general interest to the readership. This includes 
Letters To The Editor, guest editorials, and just Opinions, but no nasty-grams. I have one semi-controversial subject 
for everyone:  electronic QSLs.  I sent a message to DXCC at ARRL a couple months ago asking about the acceptance of 
eQSLs. I was advised that for DXCC, eQSLs are not presently acceptable, but that the League was working on a special 
project on this subject. An article is possible this next year in QST. Similarly, the OMISS Net List just went through a 
message forum series wondering why eQSLs can't be accepted. (Turns out its policy follows that of the ARRL; the 
concensus was in favor of eQSLs).

My question is: Why can't eQSLs be accepted NOW? They are fast (an understatement); no less accurate than hard QSL 
cards; not subject to inteception by light-fingered postal clerks in underdeveloped nations who are after the green 
stamps enclosed; no writer's cramp; no more subject to forgery than hard QSL cards; and infinitely cheaper! NO postage, 
NO SASE envelopes, NO IRCs, NO QSL card printing costs, NO foreign stamps, NO green stamps! 

(For the benefit of hams and/or Scouters who might not be familiar with "green stamps", they are American dollar bills 
enclosed with a QSL card to help the receiving DXCC -long distance country- station with postal costs. Many DXCC 
stations, particularly uncommon/rare entities receive dozens or even hundreds of requests for QSL cards monthly, 
resulting in a financial burden for postage. An American dollar can go a long way in defraying this cost).

There's a couple other advantages of eQSLs. The graphics designer in a ham operator with a computer can come out of the 
closet with the prettiest eQSL card you ever did see! There are no limitations on the design of an eQSL except in the 
designer's own imagination and the capabilities of the graphics applications within his/her computer! The same fancy 
card would cost a small fortune to be printed. Further, the card can be easily modified at the whim and mood of its 
designer; if you don't like it one day, then change it! No longer does a ham have to wait until his printed card supply 
runs out before changing to a new design.

I'd like to see a little feedback on this concept of eQSLs. Not everybody likes them nor thinks that they're the wave of 
the future. I've received and sent several and am in the process of upgrading my present design, now that I've got a 
newer and faster computer (Macintosh 7300/180, of course!) with more applications.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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DAVID BRUSH KC2GGM EARNS HONOR

One of our own, David Brush, KC2GGM of Sidney, NY earned and received a Letter of Commendation from the National Merit 
Scholarship Program of 2001. An honor received  by less than the top five percent of High School Seniors throughout the 
United States, a Letter of Commendation is awarded for the highest scores on the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test. Only two Seniors in Sidney received this award this year.

Dave, an Eagle Scout and Junior Assistant Scoutmaster from Troop 99, Sidney and a Senior at Sidney Central High School, 
is active both in Scouting (Henderson Scout Reservation Staff, Otschodela CouncilJunior Leader Training Staff) and in 
ham radio as a Novice.

Dave is to be congratulated for earning this award!

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$   
LAST CHANCE THIS YEAR TO UPGRADE!

The Margaretville Amateur Radio Club (Association?) will conduct a Volunteer Examiner session on Saturday 16 December 
2000  starting at one (1) PM at the Margaretville Phone Company. Pre-registration is required. For further info, please 
contact John Hampel, AB2IC at hampeljw@wpe.com.

Also, the Madison-Oneida Amateur Radio Club conducts a VE session every third Friday of every month at the BOCES in 
Verona (near Rome, NY) at 7pm. While pre-registration is always a good policy, they welcome walk-ins. This month's 
session will be on Friday 15 December 2000.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

MORE 'NET SCOUTING HAM LOCATIONS

Two sites are of particular interest for any ScoutingHam to find resources, be they information on JOTA, a training 
syllabus, Scouting clipart, or tales to tell around the campfire. Neither site has any relationship to BSA National 
Office. Both are dedicated to Internet Scouting:

http://www.macscouter.com Despite it's name (Gary is a dedicated Macintosh fan), MacScouter ("Scouting Resources 
Online") is NOT just for Mac people; to the contrary, most of its downloads are for all operating systems or Windows 
only. A treasure trove of Scouting information, it has hundreds of separate files for direct download and links to many 
other Web sites.

http://www.usscouts.org Another jampacked internet Scouting resource, including JOTA, details on future events, 
and Scouting clipart plus links to Scouting worldwide. Also includes Girl Scouts.

************************************************************************************

WHERE IS THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION? 

Somewhat related to Scouting in that most American male astronauts were Boy Scouts in their youth (a significant percent 
are Eagle Scouts) and to amateur radio in that many or most of the American astronauts have ham tickets, the 
International Space Station (ISS) attracts a lot of attention. Want to know where it is and if you can see it? Here's 
some sites:

http://liftoff.msfc.nasa.gov/temp/StationLoc.html . This site will get you started. Then, click onto J-Pass in 
the menu bar for the next step.

Want to know if you can see it tonight? Click on JPass (see above) or go to:
http://liftoff.msfc.nasa.gov/RealTime/JPass/20/ . You must feed it your Zip code. NASA does the rest. What 

you'll end up with is an interactive bar graph showing Mir, the ISS, and the space shuttle if it's up there. If there's 
a little green thingie as part of the purple block, that means it will be visible in the night sky, usually shortly 
after sunset or before dawn. It's too close to the earth to be visible later at night since it's in the Earth's shadow. 
Click on that little green thingie and a sky chart for your area pops up stating when it rises (down to the second) and 
sets, and for how long it's visible before it enters the Earth's shadow. 

Want to know where it is right now? Click on JTrack (see above) or go to:
http://liftoff.msfc.nasa/gov/RealTime/JTrack/Spacecraft.html . This'll show the ISS over its present position on 

Earth. If they are within the same astral sphere, the several other satellites will appear in this active image (it 
MOVES!).

There are many other satellites up there and this site will track them for you if you know the names or if you don't 
mind touring the menus, if they are in the program's database.

One caution: these site are all in Java, so your Java application (Control Panel/Option/Preference/Setting/Extension) 
must be activated if your computer/Operating System supports Java.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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As always, if you no longer wish to receive this Bulletin, contact Editor Fred at: thefred@ascent.net. Conversely, if 
you know of others who might be interested in this publication, feel free to pass along a copy and send their email 
address here.

HOPE EVERYONE ENJOYS A SAFE AND FRUITFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!

73, FRED K2FRD 


