














Barack OBamMa

March 15, 2006

Mr. Elliott Golub

Trio Chicago & Friends
228 Sheridan Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Dear Trio Chicago & Friends:

I would like to take this opportunity to commend Trio Chicago & Friends for your dedication to
intercultural communication through music.

Your travels to China, Cuba, Vietnam, Africa and many other countries have shown a strong
commitment to education and bridging cultures. Approaching new cultures through music can

create immediate connections and understanding with little or no verbal communication.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, it is crucial that America show its best face to
the world and Trio Chicago & Friends has exemplified what it means to be an ambassador.

Your service to the community and to education is truly laudable. I wish you
much good fortune and continued success in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
United States Senator



RICHARD J. DURBIN 332 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BLDG.
ILLINDIS WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1304

(202) 224-2152
TTY (202) 224-8180
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
230 SOUTH DEARBORN, 38TH FL.

S Mnited States Senate s

525 SOUTH EIGHTH STREET

COMMITTEE ON {Daghingtﬁﬂl DE 205101504 SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS (217) 492-4062

701 NORTH COURT STREET
MARION, IL 62959
(618) 998-8812

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

ASSIE;‘[EI’\&; ?Egﬂ[?ECRHATlc JUIy 6’ 2004 www.senate.gov/~durbin

Ms. Marlou Johnston
1476 W. 2250 N. Road
Bourbonnais, IL 60914

Ms. Johnston,

I am writing to express my support for Trio Chicago & Friends and particularly your activities as
cultural ambassadors which represent a wonderful opportunity for the United States CultureConnect
program administered by the State Department. Trio Chicago & Friends’ participation in
CultureConnect provides people throughout the world with inspiring educational and artistic
experiences from America.

CultureConnect’s goals of promoting global and cross-cultural understanding are issues that Trio
Chicago & Friends have encouraged for the past decade. As cultural ambassadors, Trio Chicago &
Friends have traveled all over the globe, from China to Ethiopia, from Turkey to Barbados, as well
as many other countries, enhancing the activities of local United States Embassies. In addition to
concert performances, your group provides master classes and coaching for local students who at
times join Trio Chicago in concerts. The group also integrates traditional music from the host
country into their performances.

Trio Chicago & Friends aims to bridge cultures through music. The purpose of traveling from
embassy to embassy is not only to further the political relationship of the Untied States with foreign
countries, but the cultural relationship as well. I believe that during this particular time positive
cultural ambassadors from the United States are needed and I know that Trio Chicago would be an
incredibly successful ambassador. I commend your organization for its valuable services to the
country and the world.

incerely, y
) by~
Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator





