
News and Announcements

Innis Point Bird Observatory 
Receives Grant from the “TD 
Friends of the Environment! 

Innis Point is grateful to the TD 
Friends of the Environment for 
funds  to  replace  the  mist  nets 
used for banding for our three 
main  programs:  the  Spring 
Migration Monitoring Program 
(SMMP),  Saw-whet  Owl 
Banding and Monitoring Avian 
Productivity  and  Survivorship 
(MAPS).  The  new  nets  were 
purchased in the spring and so 
far this year have been used for 
SMMP  and  MAPS.  The  old 
nets had been used for six years 
and  were  finally  beyond  any 
further  repairs.  IPBO  greatly 
appreciates  the  support 
provided by TD Friends of the 
Environment. 

 Fall Bander Training

Training sessions in all aspects 
of  bird  banding  will  be  held 
again  in  September,  on 
Saturday  the  12th and  19th. 

Each session begins at 8am and 
will run until noon.  Training is 
open to anyone at any skill and 
experience  level.   Please 
contact  Celia  Bodnar  at 
bodnarm@magma.ca  if  you 
wish  to  attend  one  of  these 
Saturday training sessions.

Fall Saw-whet Owl Banding

The  fall  nocturnal  Saw-whet 
Owl  banding  will  be  taking 
place again starting in the last 
week  of  September.   This 
program runs several nights per 
week  through  to  the  end  of 

October, and sometimes beyond 
if  it's  a  big  year.   Please  note 
that  the contact  for  organizing 
schedules of volunteers for this 
fall  is  Celia  Bodnar.  Jude 
Phillips, who has done this for 
the past several years, is taking 
the fall to finish the writing of 
her  PhD  thesis.   Though  she 
will be around for a few nights 
banding,  we wish her  the best 
as  she  completes  this 
endeavour.  Go Jude!  Contact 
Celia  if  you  are  interested  in 
participating,  at 
bodnarm@magma.ca.   An 
email  will  be  sent  out  in  the 
near  future  detailing  the 
program and scheduling.
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Innis Point Bird Observatory wishes to 
thank the Department of National 
Defence for their cooperation and 
continued permission to operate on 
departmental land at the Connaught 
Range and Primary Training Centre. 
Special thanks to Lt.-Col. B. Johnson, 
Capt. T. Clarke and MWO C.P. 
Courtemanche for their assistance.

Fall and Winter Saturday Banding
At  IPBO  there  is  banding  activity  taking  place 
throughout the year, in addition to the regular programs 
such  as  SMMP,  MAPS  and  owl  banding.   Every 
Saturday there is a designated gate time and anyone is 
welcome  to  participate  in  whatever  activities  are 
occurring  at  the  time.   Gate  times  are  posted  on  the 
website (www.ipbo.ca) and are as follows: 
January and February: 10am 
March: 9am
April through July: 8am
August:  no designated time
September and October: 8am November: 9am
December:  no designated time.
Please note the change for August and December;  no 
specific banding will likely be occurring, but people 
wishing to visit and /or help can contact Bill Petrie at 
820-8434. 

Purple Martin Banding

The Purple Martin banding sessions that are held 
each  July  were  once  again  a  success.   These 
sessions  take  place  on  the  west  lawn  at  the 
Nepean  Sailing  Club,  where  there  are  several 
martin  houses  built  and  maintained  by  Peter 
Huszcz.  The sessions are open to the public and 
always prove to be a popular event.  Led by Peter 
and  Bill  Petrie,  this  year  385  Purple  Martin 
nestlings were banded.  We are hoping eventual 
some of  the  young from this  productive colony 
will  head upriver  to  the DND property at  Innis 
Point.   Many thanks to Peter,  Bill  and all  those 
who participated.

http://www.ipbo.ca/
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2009 SMMP: Season Summary and Highlights  
by Sanja Hinic-Frlog

This  year  we  had  fairly 
representative  numbers  of  both 
banded  and  observed  birds 
during  SMMP.  We  started  the 
season  with  a  relatively  warm 
April and early May (Table 1). 
The  warm  temperature  trend 
shifted  to  much  colder  daily 
temperature  averages  in  the 
second  half  of  May  and  early 
June.  About  12%  of  the  mist-
netting  hours  were  lost  due  to 
bad  weather  conditions,  which 
mostly included rain and strong 
winds  (Table  2).  In  total,  we 
managed to cover 41 out of the 
possible  45  spring  migration 
monitoring days this season. We 
did not run SMMP on April 30 
due  to  the  lack  of  a  BIC  and 
between May 4 and May 6 due 
to site closures. 

Table 1.  Temperature summary 
for spring of 2009 (according to 
the  historical  records  of 
Environment Canada).
 

 Week
Average 

Temperature 

(ºC)

Difference 

from 

average 

(2005-

2009)

April 24 11 +2

May 1 14 +4

May 15 12 -2

May 31 8 -10

June 7 13 -6

Despite the lost days and colder 
weather, more individuals were 
banded  than  last  year.  We 
banded a total of 846 birds of 65 
species (Table 2). We started the 
season with a very promising 54 
birds on April 24; however, 33 
of  the total  were Black-capped 
Chickadees.  We  also  had  high 
numbers  on  May  21  with  48 
birds, May 3 with 47 birds, and 
May 8 with 42 birds. Although 
we never achieved the first day 
high,  we  reached  a  far  greater 
diversity  of  banded  species  in 
May.  For  example,  there  were 
21 birds species banded on May 
21 in comparison to only 8 on 
April 24.

The  most  commonly  captured 
birds  this  season  were  Yellow-
rumped  Warbler,  Black-capped 

Chickadee,  Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Yellow  Warbler, 
American  Robin,  American 
Redstart,  Song  Sparrow,  Cedar 
Waxwing,  Common  Grackle, 
and  Blackpoll  Warbler  (Table 
3).  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
were  banded  in  the  highest 
numbers  since  SMMP  2006, 
although the numbers were not 
as high as in the early 2000s. It 
is also notable that this and last 
season  more  individuals  of 
Blackpoll  Warblers  were 
banded, comparable in range to 
SMMP  records  of  2003  and 
2004.  Additionally,  higher  than 
average numbers of Red-winged 
Blackbirds  and  Common 
Grackles  were  captured  in  the 
nets this year. They were mostly 
caught  on  the  last  day  of  the 
season when they were flying in 
larger flocks around the Shore, 
and Outer and Inner Point nets.
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One  of  the  highlights  this 
season happened on a relatively 
slow  day  during  which  an 
extremely  rare  visitor,  an 
Orchard  Oriole  (female),  was 
captured in Swamp (west) nets. 
In IPBO’s history there has only 
been another single record of a 
banded  Orchard  Oriole  (male) 
which  was  caught  on June 14, 
1987. This year we also caught 
a  female  Belted  Kingfisher  in 
Shore nets. There has not been a 
record  of  a  Belted  Kingfisher 
since  May  6,  2000  and  this 
year’s  bird  is  only  the  10th 

Belted  Kingfisher  recorded  in 
IPBO’s banding history. 

This  season,  individuals  of  17 
different  species  have  returned 
to IPBO nets. Some of the most 
interesting return birds include a 
Blue  Jay  originally  banded  on 
August  15,  1998  and  a  male 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  originally 
banded on May 27, 2005 (Table 
4).

The total number of banded and 
observed species this spring was 
135 (Table 2). We observed 65 
species  on  June  3  and  59 
species on May 22. Most of the 
days  had  a  relatively  steady 
numbers of  migrants;  however, 
there were some days of higher 
migratory  activity  for  select 

species:  April  25 
for  Chipping 
Sparrow  (25), 
April 26 and May 
2  for  Yellow-
rumped  Warbler 
(35-41),  April  30 
for Canada Geese 
(over 4500), May 
28  for  Chimney 
Swift  (40)  and 
Purple Martin (7), 
May 29 to June 2 
for  Dunlin  (28) 
and 
Semipalmated 
Plover  (10),  and 
June  2 for  Arctic 
(4) and Black (2) 

Tern.  Two  species  had  earlier 
than  usual  arrival  dates  for 
IPBO  this  season:  Yellow 
Warbler  on  April  25  and 
Northern  Waterthrush  on  April 
27. 

This  spring  we  also  often 
observed a pair and occasionally 
two  pairs  of  Osprey.  Although 
they  did  not  use  the  nesting 
platform at the point, they were 
seen  carrying  materials  and 
attempting  to  build  a  nest 
between  two  closely  set 
telephone  poles  about  two 
weeks after spring monitoring.

As  always,  SMMP  would  be 
impossible  without  the 
enormous  effort  by  volunteers. 
We  thank  you  all  greatly  for 
your  time  commitment  and 
invaluable  assistance  and 
support  during  the  spring 
migration  banding.  I  would 
especially  like  to  thank  the 
directors  and  the  IPBO  board 
for  entrusting  me  with  the 
opportunity  to  act  as  a  “part-
time”  BIC this  year,  and  most 
importantly for their willingness 
to step in whenever necessary. I 
enjoyed  meeting  everyone 
(birds included) very much and 
I  will  cherish the  memories  of 
SMMP 2009.
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Table 2. Summary of total number of banded individuals and observed species for SMMP from 2005 to 
2009.

2009 2008 2007 2006 2005
 Individuals banded 846 691 887 999 1045
 Banded species 65 59 64 65 54
Total observed species 135 130

Table 3. Number of newly banded individuals of the top-ten ranked birds in 2009 and their numbers 
and rankings in previous years.

Species 2009 2008

No., rank

2007

No., rank

2006

No., rank

2005

No., rank
Myrtle Warbler 101 60, 2 75, 1 105, 2 78, 2
Black-capped Chickadee 92 108, 1 14, - 340, 1 76, 3
Red-winged Blackbird 51 32, 5 32, 7 25, 7 35, 7
Yellow Warbler 45 37, 4 73, 2 53, 3 66, 4
American Robin 38 38, 3 47, 3 28, 6 27, -
American Redstart 35 20, 8 32, 7 22, 9 23, -
Song Sparrow 30 17, - 28, - 17, - 19, -
Cedar Waxwing 26 25, 6 33, 6 38, 4 189, 1
Common Grackle 25 9, - 13, - 21, - 15, 
Blackpoll Warbler 24 24, 7 12, - 8, - 7, -
 

Table 4. Selected return records of SMMP 2009.

Species Band number First capture 

date

Sex Age at first 

capture

Last capture 

date
Blue Jay 1173-96245 Aug 15, 1998 U AHY May 18, 2009
Grey-crested Flycatcher 8031-44805 May 17, 2001 U AHY May 2, 2009
Hairy Woodpecker 8101-98633 Aug 28, 2004 M SY May 8, 2009
Song Sparrow 1761-14366 May 6, 2005 F SY May 3, 2009
Sharp-shinned Hawk 0792-24753 May 27, 2005 M AHY May 20, 2009
Yellow Warbler 2250-02641 May 15, 2002 M AHY May 28, 2009
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IPBO Baillie Birdathon Report—Sauturday May 23rd 2009 
by David Britton

I  vaguely  remember  the  alarm 
going  off.  It  was  3:00  am  on 
Saturday, May 23. Someone was 
talking about the stock market in 
German-accented  English  –  I 
guess that’s  what’s  on the CBC 
that early in the morning.

I got up quietly so as not to wake 
Holly,  got  dressed  and  drove 
through  the  quiet  city  streets 
(well, quiet except for 
all  the  people  I 
passed  who  were 
coming  home  from 
the  bars).  Crossing 
the  interprovincial 
bridge  I  turned  onto 
Autoroute  50,  and 
headed  east  towards 
Masson and the large 
marshes  along  the 
shore  of  the  Ottawa 
River  there.  It  was 
about 4:00 am when I 
arrived at Marais des 
Laiches  Est.  The 
night  was  cool  and 
calm  –  perfect  for 
listening.  Soon  the 
night  birds  began  to 
sing  -  Virginia  Rail,  Sora  and 
Marsh  Wren  called  in  the  cat-
tails,  Wilson's  Snipe  winnowed 
overhead  and  American 
Woodcock  “peented”  from  the 
nearby wet fields.

From there I drove up to the Lac 
La  Blanche  area  north  of 
Buckingham.  Birds  are  most 
active and vocal around dawn, so 

its important to find a place with 
a lot of habitat diversity for dawn 
chorus. With a mix of deciduous 
and coniferous forests, fields and 
wetlands,  this  area  is  a  superb 
spot for finding a lot of birds in a 
short period of time. 

As the sun rose and bird activity 
increased,  I  spent  about  two 
hours birding along the wooded 

cottage roads on the north side of 
the  lake.  Hooded  Merganser, 
Common  Merganser,  Common 
Loon, Blue-headed Vireo, Brown 
Creeper,  Winter  Wren,  Golden-
crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush 
and Pine Siskin were all species I 
got  here and nowhere else  later 
in the day.
 

Warblers are a favourite group of 
birds  amongst  birders  –  the 
males  are  very  colourful  and 
vocal  in  the  spring.  Within  a 
couple of  hours  I  racked up 17 
species  of  them,  including  the 
hard  to  find  Northern  Parula, 
Mourning  Warbler  and  Canada 
Warbler.
I  headed back south and picked 
up some open country birds like 

American  Kestrel, 
Eastern  Bluebird, 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
and  Bobolink  in  the 
fields  and  pastures 
north  of 
Buckingham.  
Returning  to  the 
Masson  marshes,  I 
visited  Marais  aux 
Grenouillettes  where 
I added Black Tern at 
their  nesting  colony 
in  the  marsh,  a  late 
juvenile  Bald  Eagle 
and  one  of  the  best 
birds  of  the  day  -  a 
really  nice  Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher.

I crossed the Ottawa River on the 
Masson-Cumberland  ferry  and 
headed south towards the Larose 
Forest.  An unplanned detour to 
the  Giroux  Road  quarry  ponds 
was  productive  -  there  wasn't 
much on the ponds but  I  had a 
pair  of  Northern  Harriers  over 
the  adjacent  fields  and  another 
very lucky find - a pair of Gray 
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Partridge in the ditch just east of 
the ponds. Introduced to Ontario 
from Hungary in the 1930’s this 
species is now declining around 
Ottawa and is especially hard to 
find in spring and summer.

At  the  Larose  Forest  east  of 
Limoges, I had a small flock of 
striking black, yellow and white 
Evening Grosbeaks feeding with 
an equally striking pair  of male 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  at  the 
feeders  on  the  western  edge  of 
the  forest.  I  made  a  few  stops 
along the main road through the 
forest,  but  only  added  Alder 
Flycatcher  to  my  list.  Bertrand 
Road on the eastern edge of the 
forest is the only reliable place in 
Ottawa where Cape May Warbler 
breeds  and  I  managed  to  track 
down a pair along with migrant 
Wilson's and Tennessee warblers 
that were just passing through. 

I continued east towards Alfred, 
stopping  at  a  Christmas  tree 

plantation on Worley Road near 
Riceville – a reliable spot for the 
hard-to-find  Clay-colored 
Sparrow.  After  getting  the 
sparrow I drove on to the Alfred 
Lagoons.

These  former  sewage  lagoons 
have  been  turned  into  wildlife 
habitat  by  the  municipality  and 
have  a  reputation  amongst 
birders as a hotspot for ducks and 
other  waterbirds.  As  usual,  the 
Lagoons  didn’t  disappoint  – 
ducks included Northern Pintail, 
Gadwall,  Northern  Shoveler, 
Green-winged  Teal,  Lesser 
Scaup,  Ring-necked  Duck, 
Ruddy Duck, American Coot and 
Common  Moorhen.  The  best 
birds here were 15 late lingering 
Snow  Geese  and  an  adult-
plumaged Bonaparte's Gull. I left 
Alfred at about 12:30 p.m.

I  spent  the  next  few  hours 
visiting  several  of  eastern 
Ontario’s  finer  sewage  lagoons. 

For  those  not  in  the  know, 
sewage lagoons are great spots to 
find ducks and shorebirds due to 
their,  um,  “nutrient-rich” 
environment. The best of the lot 
was the St. Albert Lagoons, were 
one of the cells was drawn right 
down  to  form  a  large  mudflat 
that shorebirds love. It had 200+ 
Least  Sandpipers,  30 
Semipalmated  Plovers  and  10 
Dunlin.  After  some  lengthy 
searching  here  I  also  found  2 
Short-billed  Dowitchers,  1 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  and  1 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  in  the 
mix.

A visit  to  the  Embrun  Sewage 
Lagoons added a juvenile Tundra 
Swan  that  had  been  hanging 
around for a few weeks, as well 
as a pair of Wilson’s Phalaropes. 
These shorebirds are one of the 
few  species  of  birds  where  the 
females plumage is brighter than 
the males.

It  was  about  3:30 and I  had  to 
decide  what  to  do  with  the 
remaining  5  hours  of  daylight. 
Although  it  entailed  a  lot  of 
driving, I decided to try and fill 
in the holes in my list by picking 
up  some  of  the  harder  to  find 
birds that I  had staked out over 
the  last  couple  of  weeks  in 
Ottawa and West Carleton.

My  plan  worked  out  well 
through  a  combination  of 
strategy and luck - in that most 
of  my  stake-outs  were  found 
very quickly which saved enough 
time for me to visit a lot of sites.  
At  the  Mer  Bleue  Bog,  in  the Photo:  David Britton  Female Wilson's Phalarope,  

Embrun Lagoons
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heat of the afternoon, neither the 
resident  Lincoln's  Sparrows  nor 
Palm Warblers were singing, but 
unbelievably an Orange-crowned 
Warbler  (a  rare  migrant)  was, 
just  of  the  east  end  of  the 
boardwalk.  In  the  grassy  fields 
south  of  the  Airport  I  quickly 
found  Grasshopper  and  Vesper 
sparrows. One of the downtown 
Peregrines  was  sitting 
cooperatively  on  the  ledge  near 
their  nest  on  the  Crown  Plaza 
Hotel  and  the  Cliff  Swallows 
were  at  their  colony  under  the 
eaves of an old Domtar building 
on Victoria Island.

My  next  stop  was  Britannia 
Conservation Area where I hoped 
to pick up a number of missing 
species.  I  was  again  extremely 
lucky - I found most of the birds 
I  was  looking  for  -  Pileated 
Wooodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-
Pewee,  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  and  Black-
crowned  Night-Heron  very 
quickly.  An  unexpected  bonus 
was  a  beautiful  male  Golden-
winged Warbler singing in a tree 
just above where I parked my car 
–  a  rare  sight  in  migration  for 
Ottawa  and  my 23rd species  of 
warbler for the day! 

Now  the  driving  started  in 
earnest  -  I  had  only 2 hours  to 
cover  a  lot  of  distance  -  but 
fortunately  it  paid  off.  I  added 
Purple  Martin  at  the  Nepean 
Yacht  Club,  Common  Tern  at 
Shirley's  Bay  boat  launch,  and 
Blue-winged  Teal  on  March 

Valley Road. 

I waved at the Osprey on its nest 
on  Riddell  Drive,  got  the  Red-
headed  Woodpecker  at 
Constance  Bay  and  the  Eastern 
Towhee  on  the  Carp  Ridge.  I 
lucked  into  a  Wild  Turkey  on 
Marchurst  Rd.  and  refound  a 
Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  at  the  Huntmar  Drive 
bridge.

As the light was fading I arrived 
at  Burnside  Pit,  a  large flooded 
gravel pit on Moodie Drive that 
can be a great spot for waterfowl. 
There was a good assortment of 
ducks,  but  nothing  I  didn't 
already have on my list. 

It was getting dark, but that just 
meant  another  chance  for  night 
birds!  I  drove  down  to  Kettles 

Road  east  of  Richmond  and 
added  Whip-poor-will.  The  last 
bird of the day was a "reliable" 
Barred Owl on Bleeks Road east 
of Munster that finally responded 

after  about  20  minutes  to  my 
unconvincing  impression  at 
about 10:00 pm. Tired but happy 
with  the  day’s  effort,  I  headed 
home.

As usual there were some missed 
species  that  I  would  have 
expected  to  get  -  notably  Red-
tailed Hawk, Great Horned Owl, 
Great Black-backed Gull, Black-
billed Cuckoo and Green Heron, 
but that always happens on a big 
day.

And now the  part  those  of  you 
who sponsored me by the species 
are waiting for – how many did I 
get? When I got home and added 
up the total I couldn't believe it - 
152  species!  This  is  by  far  my 
best one day total, well above my 
previous  one  day  high  of  145. 
Thanks to you, I also managed to 

raise  about  $800 
for  Bird  Studies 
Canada  and  the 
Innis  Point  Bird 
Observatory 
through  my 
birdathon 
sponsorships.  The 
money  will  go  to 
bird  conservation 
projects  including 
monitoring  and 
habitat 
conservation.  A 
complete list of the 
birds  I  saw  and 

heard is on the website version of 
this story.

Thanks  once  again  for 
sponsoring me! 

 

Photo:  David Britton   Wild Turkey,  
Marchurst Rd
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IPBO Hats for Sale!
Hats are available at the station and cost only $20.  Ask for one 

today!

Photo:  Suzanne Deschenes

Become a Member of Innis Point Bird Observatory!
Support volunteers working to better understand what’s happening to bird 

populations
Please remember to send in your 2008 membership

Innis Point Bird Observatory
P.O. Box 72137

North Kanata RPO
Kanata, Ontario

K2K 2P4
Membership Categories: Annual Membership: $20, Contributing: $25, Sustaining: $50, 

Life: $300.
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Innis Point Bird Observatory is grateful for the financial support of the TD Environment Fund to 
purchase new sets of mistnets for 3 of our programs.


