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Luther an Schools W eek, Ma rch 4 - 10, 2007
- “Transforming Lives” based on 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

March 4:  Sing at Our Savior's in Mankato 8 a.m., 
      St. John's in Good Thunder; 9:30 a.m.
March 6:  Pack food for Kids Against Hunger
March 7:  Sing at Good Shepherd Lenten service, 7 p.m.
March 8:  Open House, 5-7 p.m.; Kindergarten Roundup, 6:30 p.m.
March 11: Open House, 1-3 p.m.; Kindergarten Roundup, 2:30 p.m.

The students of Good Shepherd Lutheran School are 
celebrating Lutheran Schools Week with a variety of 
activities.  This year's theme is "A Great Place to Grow".  

On Sunday, March 4 they will sing at two  churches where 
some of the school's students are members. 

The group will start the morning by singing at the 8 a.m. 
service at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Mankato.  They will 
then travel to Good Thunder where they will sing in the 9:30 
a.m. service at St. John's Lutheran Church.

On Tuesday, March 6, the entire school will pack food for the 
"Kids Against Hunger" program.  Each meal will provide a 
family with much needed nutrition.  The students will also 
collect money to help defray the cost of the food they will pack.  

Another activity will be to start a plant from a cutting.  Each 
student will get to have their own plant, helping them to see this 
truly is a great place to grow.

An open house is scheduled for Thursday, March 8 from 5 - 7 
p.m., and Sunday, March 11 from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.  Come visit us 
and see that we are a great place to grow!
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Mr s. Beck erÕs Ð
four th, Þfth a nd sixth g r ades
Our mornings are busy with Bible study, reading and math 
lessons.  While Mrs. Becker teaches one class, the other two 
grades are working at their desk on an assignment, reading a 
book, or using the computer to improve their typing. 

We enjoy spending time with people who are not our age.  The 
class loves reading to one of the pre-school classes located 
down the hall from us.  Each student has a special buddy to 
read with every time we meet.  We also walk next door and 
interact with the North Point neighbors, a retirement home.  

In Social Studies we are studying Minnesota History.  We get to 
visit many interesting places in the area including a working 
quarry , the Traverse de Sioux Treaty Site, and the Hubbard 
House.  We go outside often for Science while we study our 
unit on plants and trees.  After studying the color wheel in art, 
each student made a color book. Mrs. Becker’s sister, an art 
teacher, helped us make coil clay pots which we will get to 
glaze after they have been fired in a kiln.   

We have had some special speakers come visit us.  One 
student’s uncle talked to us about his trip to the Middle East.  It 
was interesting to see pictures of the narrow, crowded streets, 
and to hear he even ate pigeon!  Dr. Peter T. Harstad, a 
historian, visited us on Abraham Lincoln’s birthday.  We read 
the Gettysburg Address, plus learned a bit about Abe when he 
was our age.  We had a math and reading lesson from text 
books that Abe would have used.  The books had very small 
print, and not many pictures.  Our favorite activity was playing 
a rope game from that time period.

Our class continues to grow in knowledge of God and in our 
faith.  This year we are studying the life of Christ through the 
book of Matthew.  At the beginning of the year, not all the 
students knew the Lord’s Prayer.  In addition, one student was 
even heard wondering out loud after being assigned another 
commandment, “How many commandments are there 
anyway?”  The whole class can now recite all 10 
commandments and their meanings plus say the Lord’s Prayer.  
Students demonstrate their faith as they interact with one 
another, and learn how to relate to each other in a Christian 
manner.  

In many ways, socially, spiritually, and academically, it is 
apparent the class has made progress during the first half of the 
year.    

Mr s. Garma nÕs Ð
Þrst, second a nd thir d g r ades
RR! The cold weather has slowed us down a little these days. 
The kids in 1st, 2nd and 3rd are anxious to play outside again 
after this long spell.  Even though we are cold on the outside, 
our hearts are being warmed everyday with the Word of God 
that is spread throughout the room. After we heard how Jesus 

grew up and choose 12 ordinary men to be His best friends, we 
are now watching and learning how His miracles are being 
done for the very common people. We talk about how God does 
these same things for us today. He chooses very plain people, 
like us, to be His best friends and helps us with our daily needs. 
Thank you Jesus for being there for us!  

Our reading has become a little faster and better in 1st grade 
and our thinking abilities in 2nd and 3rd are being tested 
daily.  We are able to take some more tests for the Reading 
Counts Program. We are somewhat surprised to see how many 
points that we have.  Lindsay, our student art teacher from 
MSU, has been showing us someways to draw and use colors 
for art. She will be helping us with some of our art for the Fine 
Arts Fair that we will be taking our pictures to later on this 
spring. 

We are very thankful for all the helpers we see everyday at 
school. They really help our days run smoothly. MAY GOD 
BLESS YOU GREATLY!

Please look for us in the area churches during National 
Lutheran Schools Week as we will be singing for you there. 
May each of you stay warm in the love of Jesus this Winter. 

Mr s. Br ase 
Kinder gar ten Class

Although it has been could outside and we have been inside a 
lot, the Kindergarten class has been having fun.  

We celebrated the 100th day of school.  How exciting!  We had 
100 blocks, 100 stickers, 100 raisins, 100 letter tiles, 100 
chocolate chips, and 100 pieces of candy.  We counted to 100; 
wrote to 100; and made a necklace with 100 “beads” (fruit 
loops).  We also tried to do 100 jumping jacks.  Following the 
100th day, we celebrated Valentine’s Day.  It’s always fun to 
exchange valentines.  We talked about God’s Valentine to us – 
JESUS.  

Also during February, we celebrated President’s Day.  We 
talked about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  We 
especially liked Abraham Lincoln’s stovepipe hat.  We learned 
that he carried important papers in his hat!  

Blessings to you all

"Grow in Grace and Knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ" 2 Peter 3:18
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Lutheran Schools Provide a 
Christian Education

Christian distinctiveness is apparent in Lutheran classrooms in 
the following ways: 

Jesus Christ, Redeemer and Savior, is the center of all teaching, 
learning and living. 

Teachers view all students as redeemed children of God. 

Students are urged daily to view themselves, their classmates 
and their teachers with respect, esteem and dignity. 

Teachers help students know and understand themselves, their 
needs, their talents and their purpose as disciples of Christ within 
their community, church and their society as a whole. 

Lutheran classrooms are communities where children learn to 
care for and help one another learn, grow and apply what they 
believe. Appropriate classroom behavior, based on self-
discipline is the goal of the caring community. Christian love 
and forgiveness is operative in all relationships. 

Because children grow and mature in different ways, lessons are 
designed to allow for individual differences and growth patterns. 
Measurement of performance is based on individual progress 
and growth, as well as comparison to a grade-appropriate 
standard of performance. 

The curriculum is designed to include not only academic 
subjects, but all aspects of a comprehensive education. Learning 
and living Christian values and lifestyles is an important aspect 
of daily Christian nurture. 

Because fathers and mothers are viewed as the child’s primary 
teachers, classroom teachers intentionally involve them as 
partners in the teaching/learning process. This involves more 
than simply reporting to parents the child’s performance and 
progress. 

Lutheran classrooms are distinctive as they provide a Christ-
centered environment that: 

a. fosters learning and growth; 
b. encourages appreciation of beauty, the arts and culture; 
c. cultivates habits of cleanliness and orderliness; 
d. creates an awareness and appreciation of God’s daily loving 
presence.; 
e. fosters fellowship and friendship; 
f. focuses on Christian joy and hope; 
g. conveys Christian goodwill toward all people. 

Text from Zion Lutheran School - Alexandria, MN 

Contact 

Good Shepherd Lutheran School 

2101 Lor Ray Drive 

North Mankato, MN 56003 

507.388.4336 

goodshepherd57@juno.com

mankatolcmsschool.org

Train a child in the way he should go; and even when he is 
old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
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Mission

The school exists to help parents raise children 
(Ephesians 6:4), mature in body, mind and spirit who 
are fully equipped for good works in this life (2 
Timothy 3:16-17) and to foster faith enduring to 
eternal life by sharing God's word in a Christ 
centered environment.

Little Lambs Preschool (ages 3 - 5) 
All-Day Kindergarten 
Grades 1 - 6
Grade 7 added for 2007-2008 school year 
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