
The Rite of Confirmation

_ Confirmation is a custom of the church and not a sacrament. It links the catechumens to their Baptism,
celebrates the reception of the Lord’s Word among them and, in cases where the candidates have not yet
communed, welcomes them to the Lord's Table. Luther strongly urges in both catechisms that those who are
unwilling to learn, at the very least, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer should not be
admitted to the Sacrament. Baptized Christians are admitted to the Sacrament when they have been examined
and absolved by their pastor in accordance with the practice outlined in the Augsburg Confession (Article
XXV).

_ Confirmation declares of a catechumen  that he/she is a Christian who has been baptized, confesses the faith,
and is in communion with Christ and His Church. The reception of catechumens to the Lord's Table assumes
that ongoing catechesis is the way of life for the faithful Christian. This rite emphasizes God's work in Baptism,
the gift of faith, and the promises of the Lord's Supper for all who believe in Christ and the words of His
testament.

_ Guidance for pastoral examination of candidates is provided in the Agenda: Pastoral Care.
_ The Rite of Confirmation takes place in the Divine Service before the Prayer of the Church or in the baptismal

liturgy of the Vigil of Easter. Catechumens gather near the font, before the chancel steps, or before the altar as
local custom dictates.

_______________________

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized
and catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord's bidding. Jesus said, “whoever confesses
Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me
before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the
God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave
you in your baptism?

R Yes, I do.

P Do you renounce the devil?
R Yes, I renounce the devil.
P Do you renounce all his works?
R Yes, I renounce all his works.
P Do you renounce all his ways?
R Yes, I renounce all his ways.

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord?
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?



R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?
R I do.

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you
have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?

R I do.

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
R I do, by the grace of God.

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?

R I do, by the grace of God.

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather
than fall away from it?

P I do, by the grace of God.

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the
Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing and passage of Holy Scripture. The pastor
places his hands on the head of the catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while
saying:

P   Name  , the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of
water and the Holy Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life X
everlasting.

C Amen.

The pastor may give a confirmation certificate and read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of
confirmation. After all the catechumens have received the blessing, all stand for one or both of the
following collects..

P Let us pray.

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your
sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both
with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth
the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the
good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your children in
the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the
gift of Your Holy Spirit that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith which ever
clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and
dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body
and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin
but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to
love You and their neighbor and to bear their cross with patience and joy until the day of the
resurrection of their bodies to life immortal, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

P Peace X be with you.
C Amen.

The service continues with the Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service or with the reading of the
Easter Gospel in the Vigil of Easter.


