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Comparative Study of Bible Translations

Original Manuscripts
Greek New Testament written ca. A.D. 30–100
Hebrew Old Testament written ca. 1500–400 B.C.

Oldest Extant Copies of NT
Including Greek uncial manuscripts
(4th–9th centuries A.D.) not discovered
until the 19th century, and Greek papyri
(2nd–7th centuries A.D.), not discovered
until the 20th century. ESV, RSV, NIV,
NASB, AAT, and GW, rely primarily on
these oldest manuscripts. NKJV relies pri-
marily on the later Byzantine and
medieval manuscripts.

Oldest Extant Copies of OT
All English translations rely primarily on
the Masoretic Text (9th century A.D.).
More modern translations also consult the
Dead Sea Scrolls (250 B.C.–A.D. 70), dis-
covered in 1947.

ESV 2001

GW 1995

AAT 1976

NIV
1978

NASB
1971

Byzantine and Medieval 
Copies of NT

(9th–15th centuries A.D.)
Greek Textus Receptus

KJV 1611

Geneva 1560

Tyndale 1526

Wycliffe 1380
(based on Latin Vulgate)

Revised Version 1885

American Standard 1901

RSV 1952/1971

NRSV 1989

NKJV
1982

NASB
(updated)

1995

Origins of English Bible Translations


