SIAC Meeting April 8, 9AM Trade Tech College. 

Attendees: Alistaire Callender, John Grimmer, Bharat Patel, Holli Fajack, Barent Roth, John Freitas, Hellen Au, Alexis Navarro, George Leddy, Doug Stenhouse, Brano Galouza, Don Gauthier

Proposed Agenda: 

-
Sustainable Works SWKS funding round with ASO/ASU and Foundation. 

-
ELAC sustainability focused club establishment

-
Bharat Patel, Climate Action Plan. 

-
LEED GA seminars update, ELAC, LAVC

-
SI Earmark funding meeting at LAVC

-
Gold Creek potential student activities

-
Harbor opportunity with SCMI collaboration. 

-
DCC meeting today to hear SIAC recommendation re: green course identification

-
Green West Alliance.  LATTC and REAS and electric motorcycles.  

-
Earth Day/Month events and SI participation

-
Sustainability Education Panel At Go Green Expo, April 17th

-
Radio interview Pierce College May 12

SWKS funding.. details:  the ASO experience and the letter writing. We are drafting two letters, one to the ASO/ASU and the other to the District Foundation.  The ASO letter is a request for political support in our quest for funding from the Foundation.  

ELAC sustainability club called 350 2SH was formed.  Want to link up with other clubs.  Alexis is the faculty sponsor.  They are ready for field trips and coordinated with “you, me and the trees”.  “Teens turning green” is a Bay Area org that we should look into.  

Bharat Patel, Post the individual campus climate action plans on our website.  Each college will have one. College Presidents are driving this.  Facilities directors as well.  Don: LAVC is combining this with tree master plan.  Shared governance approach is being used.  

LEED GA seminars are being offered at ELAC during Spring Break.  Th and Friday.  Second series will have a Saturday meeting and next week.  ARRA funding for incumbent workers, unemployed and students 80 participants.  Clean Edison won the bid for the 2 day seminar.  They handle the full support with materials and such.  Demitris Kolapsis (sp) will conduct the new course at ELAC to regularize the curriculum.  Semester course will be taught once it is regularized.  The LAVC LEED-GA workshop has to find funding from 

SI Funding.  LAVC meeting and funding problem were discussed and we learned that the earmark is only good for one year.  There are DOL restrictions which require that the coordinators work on Valley CTE.  From that meeting:  “Once the Earmark grant is approved, the district Sustainability Institute personnel will be used to the extent possible to meet the objectives of the grant.  It was stated that the SI personnel will have to be hired and have separate assignments with LAVC for the positions available within the DOL grant.”

SI needs to pursue some grants.  Chancellor La Vista said he would help us get our projects.  Dee Patel is at State Chancellor’s office doing Sust related work.  

Gold Creek: use the facility.  Build an off the grid house with Trade Tech and showcase technology.  Open House at end of April that invites people to Gold Creek.  Well funded by the District.  It could be sold in a budget crisis so we have to use it or lose it.  

Harbor Project is part of this District level.  Dominic Meritti ILWU as well.  Senior geographer.  Community Colleges need to be a part of it and coordinate that with environmental issues.  We have been slow in responding.  Chito went to the SCMI and the facility is a gem. The building needs renovation.  

John Grimmer spoke to the Harbor Project and says that the Gold Creek group is a closed group of retired faculty.  They are a great resource for biota in the location. Great potential for geology.  It’s less than 100 acres.  The road needs minor fixing.  There is a blockhouse with field station equipment.  Gold Creek Guide and Workbook exists.  A program is needed to develop better use of the place.  We need instructional program at the port and they want to know what we can bring to the table.  Proposal is needed and the Gold Creek Committee.  They can contribute to the plan. LA Basin.  Need buy-in.  SI playing a role.  

DCC presentation today.  Can green course ID keep a course form getting cancelled?  No.  But we are representing the consensus that the SIAC prefers the question in the COR to an addendum.  The SIAC is also asked with providing some guiding language on the definition of sustainability.  Today’s presentation does not yet include that.  

Budget cuts could raise fees to 66$ a unit and that would close LATTC says Brano.  The future for community colleges looks grim after the governor failed to get a June special election to address the state’s revenue crisis.  

Green West Alliance and LATTC- Leticia Barajas presented.  SI was contacted about a possible opp for an EU form to build electric motorcycles in LA at LATTC.  The problem of outsourcing got discussed.  Solar panel installation for eg.  Why don’t we use our faculty better,.  Silos and administrators keep this from happening.  Do we have a matrix of solar instructors for eg?  Can’t we coordinate between campuses?  Hours are limited.  We should avoid outsourcing in areas such as energy audits and solar energy.  Matrix of faculty resources does not exist.  The ESST can contact instructors.  SI should help in leveraging the resources we have.  

SI in the community.  

Don: Suggest Nancy Pearlman SCAL Enviro Org.  Ask her and let her know and put SI in her newsletter.  Enthusiastic supporters of LACCD green efforts.   Mention the Harbor.  

SI in the community lists three events: the education panel at Go Green Expo April 17th.  The SI has been asked to sit on the Green 21 advisory board for state senator Carol Lieu on April 20th.  And we are doing a radio interview at Pierce College on May 12th.  

Next meeting at end of May.  Before Memorial Day.  

