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LACCD Group Sustainability Meeting

Meeting Minutes
January 23rd,2009 

Opening:

The regular meeting of the LACCD Group Sustainability Meeting was called to order at 9:00AM on January 23rd 2009 at the LACCD - Hearing Room by David Beaulieu.

Present:

Beth Ables, Pierce College, Architecture; Don Gauthier, Los Angeles Valley College; John Gimmer, East LA, Marcia Wilson LATCC; Gary Colombo, District; Lynn Winter Gross, District; Dee Patel, District; Jorge Mata, District; Lisa Lewenberg, Centers of Excellence;Josue Lopez, student; Marcela Oliva, LATTC; Sabodh Kumar; Radina Valova, Sustainable Works;John Fritas; Doug Stenhouse; Rinaldo Vesselizza, John Aaron & Richard Green Tech Institute 

Opening comments

David Beaulieu initiated the meeting by welcoming everyone.  He distributed the Agenda for the meeting. Invited Rinaldo and his colleagues to introduce themselves to the rest of the group. They would be working at Build-LACCD as part of the Green Technology Institute, purpose to produce a new revenue stream for the colleges. 

1. Overview

David shared the article in the Guardian newspaper with the group by Jim Hansen article in which Hansen states he has been described as the grandfather of climate change, and he did not want to leave an impression in his grandchildren mind that grandpa understood what was happening and didn’t make it clear for other. This was of concern but the lack of coverage in the USA media, once again focuses us on the disparity of coverage of issue. Global warming is 28th on the list of things of importance! There is rising public ignorance which continues to be of deep concern…. we need to do a lot more to educate. Behooves us to think more deeply to the issue of educating the faculty, Senate leaders we need to think about the presentation for April.

Don Gautier – LAVC has six-week course for faculty development – its being provided by Sustainable Works and those completing the course will get a certificate at the end of six weeks.

The group agreed to look into introducing students to sustainability through a systems approach. Faculty to consider using all avenues to reach students- Beth and Marcella will look into ‘Facebook’ and report back. Social justice issues can be highlighted by creating video logs, create linkages to communities. We to attract more people to these meetings and faculty will continue to infuse principles of sustainability into existing curriculum. 
LAVC agreed to host meeting on April 24th. 
Subodh Kumar & Jorge Mata – K-20 functional collaborative for the State – Book publisher to collaboratively develop course materials, faculty member can than customize the materials college by college, Don and John will follow up with that. Debra Harrington. Powersmith data collection and collecting data and cutting and dicing the data for the benefit of all the stakeholders

2.Community education Report.

East LA College will commence an 8-week program in March with 30 students followed by fall and summer. Summer program will differ in that the outreach there will be to 4 High Schools from the LAUSD. 
LAVC will run two workshops for student one team taught by students and the other by staff of Sustainable Works.

City will offer a program in March, format still under negotiations. Pierce is considering the course.

West, Southwest and Mission and Harbor – need to be initiated.

3. Academic curriculum development work

It was agreed that there was a deeper obligation as educators to accept the climate change only 23% concede to human agency, which is striking. Environmental Science 101 will be an elective for all the courses.

Foundation courses – Environmental science and geography can teach the course. Prepare a letter for each of the colleges to know that the course exists and they can pick it up the minimum qualifications. 
Environmental Studies 102 is ready with a Lab component (Environmental Science & Lab)

It was agreed we needed a daylong event as a follow up to the summer Summit for faculty development.
We should consider making ecologic literacy be a part of the basic assessment.

Garry Colombo to revisit the Strategic Plan as so much of it seems dated.



4. District wide Sustainability Institute 
Ideas forwarded included the following – three pronged approach to promote goals of all the colleges; train workers for jobs in new green technologies, educate and prepare students for transfer to four-year institution with strong knowledge base of sustainability, provided educational programs to the community residents on these issues, provide businesses an opportunity to manufacture innovative products and use the R&D as revenue source for the whole district, educate students, faculty, staff on issues of social justice and environment etc.
Meeting Adjourned by David Beaulieu.
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