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MARCH-APRIL 2009
NEWS LETTER

VALLEY OF GRAND JUNCTION
      ORIENT OF COLORADO

Dear Brethren,

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite first arrived in
the US at New Orleans in 1763. It came from the
continent of Europe, from Bordeuax, France, under the
Order of the Royal Secret. It was transmitted in the
shipping lanes, and first held a presence in the West
Indies.

Rapidly Lodges sprang up at Albany, New York (1767);
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1781); and at Charleston, South
Carolina (1783).

In 1786, the Grand Constitutions extended the degrees
of this rite from the original 25 (as recorded in the
French Constitution of 1762) to 33 degrees. The Grand
Constitutions also provided for the Supreme Council of
Thirty-Third  and Last Degree,  which would govern all
appendant bodies, under two Supreme Councils, the
Southern and Northern Jurisdiction.

This name was changed on December 4, 1802 to The
Supreme Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the United
States of America.

The name Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite  (AASR) did
not appear until 1804, as recorded in an agreement between
the Supreme Council of France and the Grand Orient of
France.  By 1859, with Grand Commander Albert Pike at the
helm, it became the name of choice and has stuck ever
since.

The Scottish Rite  is thus a descendent of the Order of the
Royal Secret , a rite developed in France in the 18 th  Century.
Despite itÕs name, it is not Scottish per se. Although,
allusions to the TemplarÕs stronghold in Scottland, after the
mass arrest in 1308, persists.

However, the AASR is perhaps best described as American.
It was here, in the United States, that is was accepted,
modified, appended, and ultimately held fast.

The Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction
recognizes 40 Supreme Councils and four National Grand
Lodges practicing rites that include the Scottish Rite
across the world. Each has recognized the Grand
Constitutions of 1762 and 1786, with minor differences
embraced by the particular needs of individual bodies.
(Some have retained the original nine members of the
Supreme Council for example.)

Looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting.

                       Contributed By Benjamin Williams, 32¡
                         Consistory-Marshall of Ceremonies

March 16, 2009 6:00 pm
        Ceremony of Remembrance

MENU: Glazed chicken breast, homemade
noodles, mixed vegetables, salad and dessert.
$13.00 per person.    RESERVATIONS ARE
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY!  In all fairness to the
cooking staff, your check is your reservation; and it
must be in Greg’s hands by March 12, 2009.  This
policy allows for the correct amount of food to be
purchased and prepared.  Those without
reservations will be served after all others are
served - according to food availability.

Mail your check to reserve your dinner to:
Greg Allen, Wise Master
P.O. Box 224
Hotchkiss, CO 81419

Widows, please call Greg with your  reservation.
You are our guests.

If there are any questions, direct them to Greg
at 970-270-7698.

              Visit the Grand Junction Scottish Rite  web site
              and read Dr. Bing Johnson, 32°KCCH, Orations
   http://hompage.mac.com/gjassr/AASR/Welcome/Welcome.htm

 Illustrious Brother Don Hobbs, 33° is Almoner of the 
Grand Junction SR Bodies and may be contacted at 
970-243-9231 
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THIS IS YOUR CALENDAR
PLEASE READ AND POST.

DONÕT FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES!

ALL STATED MEETINGS ARE HELD THE THIRD
MONDAY NIGHT OF THE MONTH

March 16, 2009, Dinner 6:00pm, Ceremony of Remembrance
7:00pm

April 20, 2009, Stated Meeting 7:00pm

April 30, May 1, 2, 2009, Spring Reunion

May 18, 2009, Stated Meeting 7:00pm

June 15, 2009, Scottish Rite picnic, Stated Meeting

July & August No Stated Meetings

September 21, 2009, Stated Meeting 7:00pm

October 19, 2009, Dinner 6:00pm, Masonic Feast of Tishri 7:00pm

November 16, 2009, Stated Meeting 7:00pm, Veterans

December 5, 2009, St. Mary's & Scottish Rite Christmas Party
8:00am-10:30 am

December 21, 2009. Stated meeting 7:00pm, Election of Officers

January 18, 2010, Dinner 6:00pm, Open Installation of Officers
immediately after dinner


