THE EXPERT ON...

(reen Bulbs

How many countries does it take to change a light bulb? We'll soon find out. Traditional
bulbs drain so much electricity from the power grid that Australia and the European

Union plan to replace them with low-energy bulbs within a few years. Will the United
States follow suit? Erica Rowell hopes so. She writes and edits for Environmental Defense,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting practical ways to save the planet. When
you're shopping for a bulb, Rowell suggests looking for Energy Star—certified “warm white”
compact fluorescent lamps, or CFLs—and always remember to recycle. Here are five picks
that will cast your home in a better light.

N:Vision 23-Watt

Soft White CFL

A good light for reading, this
medium-sized spiral works
well in a table or floor lamp.
And though it uses just 23
watts, the bulb gives off a
whopping 1,600 lumens

of light, equivalent to 100
watts. You can also mount it
in a ceiling fan or wall sconce.
Rated to last 10,000 hours,
this baby could finally inspire
you to pull out that dusty
copy of Warand Peace. $8,

homedepot.com
TCP 20-Watt

ESB Spiral, $4, energyfedera-
tion.org

Bright Idea

Cut your

energy bill

with a CFL.

Click This
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