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The Magazine of the
Wellingborough Grammar School.

No. 30. SUMMER TERM, 1947.

Ellitors :
MR. j. H. ButLer, G. N. WeLLs, D. C. A. BRADSHAW.

EDITORIAL.

Two crowded terms have passed since the appearance of the
last Magazine and since we are expected to mention most of the
School events this edition also will be crowded.

"The Biology Department of the School is, we are told, to be
given a laboratory of its own. One of the classrooms is to be con-
verted during the summer holidays. It was to have been converted
at Christmas and at Easter as well !

An innovation has been the Junior Form Play Competition
which was enthusiastically received by the people concerned. Every
form room has of late been the potential scene of some thrilling
episode, and prefects about their business have had to tread warily,

A number of tubular framed chairs with canvas seats and backs
arrived in time for Parents’ Day and these it is hoped will eliminate
a lot of painful restlessness during long concerts, The upper school
would have welcomed them earlier when they were suffering on
benches.

B0 successful was our Evesham Camp last summer that we hear
rumours of three camps to he held this year. We would wish all
those taking advantage of these fine weather and a not too sordid task.

As is usual at the end of the Summer Term many of our number
will be leaving us, and, we hope, joining the Old Boys’ Association,
to maintain contact with us. All of these adventurers will take
with them our best wishes and we hope that they will retain happy
memories of their time here,

SCHOOL NOTES.

Prefects :

G. N. Wells (Senior), H. K. Maddams, R. Wallis, A, J. Carter,
D. J. Hales, J. Hodgkins, G. J. Howard, J. P. Hyde, J. N. Minney,
D. A. G. Turner, J. A. Willmott, D. C. A. Bradshaw, D. S. Law.

We took a regretful farewell of Mr. S. B. Harris last term.
His enthusiasm and great practical knowledge proved of tremendous
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value to almost all School activities and we feel his going a con-
siderable loss. We wish him and Mrs. Harris all success and
happiness in their new School.

We welcome Mr. H. F. Christopherson to the Staff for the
summer term.

The Commemoration Address this year was delivered by the
Rev. F. A. Sadler, Rector of Ecton, and Governor of the School.
It was a unique occasion for a Governor to give this address and it was
marked by a really stimulating sermon.

The weather was fine on Sports Day.

The School now holds a record (the first we hope of many such)
of D. F. White’s prowess in International Rugger. By the generosity
of 20th Century Fox Film Company we have been given the news reel
film of the England ©. Wales match,

Most helpful careers talks to the Upper School have been given
during the last two terms. ‘

We congratulate G. J. Howard on his election to 2 Cooper
Exhibition for Chemistry at Nottingham University.

Old Boys at Universities continue to enhance our prestige.
K. R. Spencer has won the coveted Junior Maths. Exhibition at
Oxford, R. D. Stuart has gained 1st class in Pt. I1. Natural Science,
Tripos, Cambridge.

After a visit last term to John Cave and Sons an essay competition
arranged by the firm resulted in prizes being awarded by Mr. W. E.
Capon, Managing Director, to J. Hodgkins, D. B. Clarke and D. C. A.
Bradshaw VI. Form, and to J. Crawford, A. K. Johnson, K. S.
Eady, J. Emms and D. W. G. Leeding V. Form,

A collection during the Spring Term raised £25 which purchased
a surgical dressing trolley for the Cottage Hospital.

SPRING TERM, 1947.

Notes on competitions held during the Spring Term will be
found under their appropriate headings, but the term cannot pass
unrecorded in other aspects. It is certain that a number of pre-
cedents were created, apart from the actual and phenomenal falls
of snow. A member of the Staff dug (with assistance) a train out
of the snow and then decided that was a day’s work done. Another
fought his way to and from Wollaston for two days and then he, too,
gave up the struggle. No one saw a certain athletic member get
to School though he arrived regularly—did he burrow his way ?
Wells walked from Finedon—even Ju 98 couldn't take it ; Good-
body came in from Earls Barton with a spade and a bicycle ; Coles
came in over the fields from Harrowden—stout efforts all !

At the height of the blizzards only 80 boys appeared at School,
who were regaled with lectures and hand-ball whilst the Staff, not
occupied thus, kept their minds whole and their tempers frayed with
bridge and badminton. Rugger was completely out for weeks and
many were the snowballs hurled in place of the ovoid.
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Despite the weather the School continued its manifold activities :
films were given to us regularly ; the VI. held a dance on February
14th with great success, a2 day was spent at Wellingborough School
in connection with the Students’ Christian Movement and one of the
outstanding events was a Marionette Show by the Lilliput Theatre
Company.

This latter was so popular as to warrant an extra line. The
play given was Caliph Stork from the German of Hauff. No one
really anticipated so vivid a production nor realised how much
detail of movement and expression could be given to puppets in
skilled hands. 'The concluding talk on puppetry and puppet making
has borne ample fruit, and the newly formed Junior School Puppetry
Club has already built its first stage and puppets.

ENTRANTS.
J. Vaughan ITlc. G. Taylor II1a.
B. M. ]ones Ive. K. D. Cornwell I'Vs.
R. A. M. Da Costa Ilc.
LEAVERS.

. Hill, 5.C., July, 1946. 1ist XV., Pratt, Pollard.
. F. Lusty, S.C, July, 1946. W.U.D.C.
. Boddington, S.C., July, 1946. R.A.F.
. Groom, S.C. ]ulv 1946. Nat. Prov. Bank, Wellingborough.
ST Anderso*x S.C,, July, 1946. W.R.D.C.
. Nottingham, bC December, 1946. B.T.H. , Rugby.
A Pickenill, S.C., December, 1946. Messrs. Hoover Ltd.
Chapman, S8 C July, 1946 Messrs. Stevens and Co.,
Bullders VVeIhngborough
A, Faulkner 5.C., July, 1946. Royal Academy of Dancing.
. F. Howes, SC ]uly, 1946. 1st XV., Armstrong, Whitworth,
Coveatry. '
. C. Neal, N. College of Art, Northampton.
. M. A Rlce Central Electrlc Co., Rushden.
. K. W. Abbott, Whitworth Mills.
. M. Harris, F. Hawkes Refrigeration Co., Rushden.
I Partrldge J. Clements D. B. Smith
. Ellis A. F. Moreton R. J. Thompson
Wheatley R. Nurrish J. Kerr
. C. Loveridge E. Bloxham D. Hawley

HTQROUERY R woww>0““

DECEMBER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE.

P. Nottingham, e.lang., e.lit., H. g. F. M. Bio., art.
B. A. Oliver, e.lang., g. F. m. Bio., Ch.

G. A. Plckerlll elang H. r.k. g. M. Bio., Art.

G. B. Turnbull H.rk. g. M. Bio., Ch.
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SIXTH FORM NOTES.

The past year has seen the Sixth Form struggling harder than
. ever to retain its fast-receding privileges, and to ealighten itself
on the subject of the new Education Act,

Even Education Authorities may have their inspirations, how-
ever. The brain-wave for 1947 was an all-day conference arranged
by the Student Christion Movement—a happy thought indeed,
It is a magnificent tribute to the merit of the speaker;, Mr. Vietor
Murray, that even members of the Science Sixth were seen with
brows wrinkled * in uffish thought,” while the minute organisms
within ticked over laboriously: Normally, of course, scientists
are of little use for anything but inventing unorthodox methods of
opening vats of sulphuric acid.

Political discussions still hold sway in the Library and, in spite
of a few loyal adherents, the present Government does not appear to
be entirely in favour.

The Bick Room remains a cosmopolitan establishment, A
recent exhaustive survey shows it to consist of 40%; Artists, 209
Scientists, 15%, Sick Boys (genuine), 109 Sick Boys (hypo-
chondriac), and 109, Sick Boys. (arithmetic, for the avoidance of).
The exact nature of the remaining 59 is not known, but it is thought
to be an undesirable, albeit inevitable, mixture of Dental Surgery
and Speech Therapy,

Similar tests for the Prefects’ Room were contemplated, but the
idea was abandoned after our fifth representative had failed to gain
admittance. By standing in the Quadrangle with a periscope, how-
ever, we have ascertained that the inhabitants are still rapidly increas-
ing in number, to such an extent that one rash Artist who managed
to insinuate his way in was stripped of all necessary luggage and
gently ejected into the corridor, right in the path of the oncoming
traffic. The latter (having been delicately nurtured) was not amused.

A powerful insecticide has at last driven some of the less res-
ponsible elements of our company from the Library—it is under-
stood that the books and chairs will be given a short interval in which
to recuperate before the antidote is adniinistered.

In spite of the fact that the inclement weather has terminated,
boys may still be seen wandering round the School with snowshoes
in one hand and a string-bag full of snowballs in the other, Apparent-
ly they have discovered a new game. Another sport which has
aroused much interest of late is left-handed cricket, and we are
assured that the advantages of this pastime are manifold.

These games and a weekly course of natation have combined
to give us all a healthy tan, helped by our habit of leaning out of the
Sick Room window—physics must indeed be a delightful subject,

Several of our most illustrious members will shortly be leaving
us for a better place—we send with them our congratulations and
fervent hopes that their sergeants will nurse them with that tender
care which we are accustomed to receive from our form-masters,
To the latter we proffer our sincere thanks.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL.

Owing to the weather it was not possible for a single match to
be played during the Easter Term. Much valuable experience was
thereby lost and it will mean that considerable effort and intensive
practice will be required next term, if a high standard of play in the
School teams is to be zchieved.

- We did manage to play off the House Competition, which
produced some very keen matches and a close finish.

RESULTS.
Thurs. Dec. 5 Under 15 XV. 9. Northampton G.S. Home Won 11—0
Sat. Dec. 7 1st XV. v. Old Boys Home Drawn 6—6
RECORDS.
Played Won Lost Drawn
Ist XV. 10 3 6 1
Under 15 XV. 6 4 2 0
Under 14 XV. 9 2 7 0

HOUSE MATCHES.

Second Round Seniors : Dragons 11 Stags 0 Lions 3 Gryphons
Juniors :  Stags 25 Dragons 0 Lions 18 Gryphons

Third Round Seniors : Dragons 12 Gryphons 0 Stags 26 Lions
Juniors : Dragons 9 Gryphons 8 Stags 10 Lions

W w W

POINTS.
1.—Dragons 14. 2.—Lions 13. 3.—Stags 12. 4.—Gryphons 9.
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