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OBITUARY: ESTELLE PALMLEY

There can be few members of long standing who have not been deeply saddened
by the news of Estelle Palmley’s death in May. In recent years poor health had
forced her to withdraw from Society activities, but who can forget her warmth,
enthusiasm, drive and devotion when, as Honorary Secretary, she seemed almost
single-handed to carry the Society along? Indeed, it was rightly suggested, during
spoken tributes to her at our recent AGM in Cambridge, that without her years
of loyalty the Society would not be flourishing as it is today. Estelle will always
occupy a very dear place in our affections. How many new members in the
Holborn days did she put at their ease and make welcome? At each of those
meetings, with that rare gift she possessed of remembering names and faces, she
was always looking out for recently joined members and she would go out of her
way to greet them, never leaving them on their own but making them feel at home
and introducing them to others. This warm friendliness and enthusiasm were
consolidated in her voluminous correspondence.

The printed word can at times seem so hopelessly inadequate, leave so much
unsaid. But there could be no finer tribute to Estelle than the spontaneous and
unsolicited expressions of members’ feelings in the following letters which may
stand as representative of our collective sense of loss.
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'No news I've received during the last few years has saddened me quite so much
as the brief announcement in the last issue of the Journal of Estelle Palmlev's
death.

To say that she was a remarkable lady sounds trite but it is, nonetheless, true.
I believe that the Society owes her an enormous debt of gratitude for the sterling
work she put in as Secretary. It is no exaggeration to say most of the success of the
Society could be attributed to her efforts.

My first encounter with her was at my first AGM, held at the YMCA in Great
Russell Street, which I attended with my (then) young son. Estelle came over and
spoke to us, new members, and gave us cups of tea. She.was bubbling over with
kindness and her enthusiasm for members to feel at home and welcome. Equally
so was her deep love and affection for Delius and his music. She was no musical
heavyweight or technician, but she gave second to no-one in her devotion to the
cause so dear and close to her heart.

This week I've been rummaging in my loft, looking at old letters. Inevitably
there were many from Estelle (what a splendid correspondent she was!) and it
brought home to me, and I know this will be echoed by all members and Delians
who knew her, what a void she has left. It is one that, in my humble view, we will
never fill. '

[Roy Price, Northampton]

'I was very shocked to read in the April Journal ofthe death of Estelle Palmley.
In the early days of the Society, when I first joined, Estelle was a great help to this
expatriate and no request for assistance went unanswered. We maintained a lively
correspondence through the years and we met occasionally during my infrequent
UK visits. Her cheerfulness and interest in many subjects was always apparent.

There seemed to be a very marked change after her last hospital stay but I never
realised how ill she must have been; correspondence and contact just ceased.

I'm sure each member of the Society will have her or his personal recollections
of Estelle and all realise how much effort she put into the Society activities. For
myself I feel the loss of a stimulating and warm-hearted friend. She will be greatly
missed. '

[Bob Gilhespy, Walchwil, Switzerland]

'I am very saddened to read the news of Estelle's death in the current issue of the
Journal. While I realise that a full appreciation will appear in a subsequent issue,
I would like to make a personal tribute in respect of someone who was a person
of great personal warmth and generosity as well as being an outstanding officer of
the Society.

I joined the Society in the days when Estelle acted as Membership Secretary.
What a marvellous approach she had. Her response was deeply personal, full of
information, enthusiasm and warmth. I promptly joined the Society.

One of her great concerns was that the Delius Society should be a friendly
organisation, and although I am not a regular attender of meetings she always
went out of her way to introduce me to fellow members and make me feel at ease.
This approach was extended to all.
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Over the years I have received many letters from her - always conveying her
special qualities of warmth and friendliness. I was particularly honoured to be

invited as her personal guest at the AGM dinner - Kettner's, I remember. She was
also most helpful and enthusiastic in providing information and advice concerning

my visit to Grez some years ago.
I am aware that Estelle suffered considerable ill health and tragedy in recent

years and it was a sad day for the Society when she was forced to surrender her
official duties. I am sure that those who knew her and those aware of the great
work she gave to the cause of the Delius Society will remember her as an
outstanding founder member of the Society and as a person of great warmth,
generosity and vivaciousness.'

[Robert Sabine, London]

'I first met Estelle Palmley in1962 shortly after my newspaper advertisement in

attempting to found a Delius Society and the resulting correspondence with
prospective members. Estelle invited me to lunch at her home one Sunday. After
lunch we talked about Delius. I shall never forget her rather dreamy deliberate
way of speaking, suffused on this occasion with enthusiasm for the Delius cause.
She said that for her Delius was at his most beguiling in In a Summer Garden
which always gave her the impression of a beautiful smile. Later of course, after
successive shaky secretaries including myself , she became Secretary of the Delius
Society, and what a Secretary! It was largely thanks to her that the membership
grew and was maintained. '

[Roland Gibson (Founder Member), Eastcote, Middlesex]

'Those of us who werc at the AGM wil l  have heard the Chairman relate that
before Estel le Palmley became Secretary she was an ordinary committee
member, but that after attending two or three meetings she resigned because she
wos not contributing anvthing to he running of the Society.

Manv people - i t  might be true to say. most people - join societ ies such as ours
for what they can get out of their membership; the few join for what they can give
to the society, and of these the supreme example was Estel le. Her resignation
from the committee was typical of her feel ings about the Delius Society. She
would not be satisf ied just to sit  back and let others do the work; there was plenty
to be done and she wanted to share in the doing. As things turned out she did far
more than could be considered her share, and i t  is no exaggeration to say that
without her inf luence the Society would have been a dif ferent, less successful, less
fr iendly organisation than i t  is today. Part icularly less fr iendly. I t  has been said of
some few people that they have had a genius for fr iendship; no-one deserved this
descr ip t ion more than Este l le .

She a lways acted in  the knowlcdge that  each member  was an ind iv idua l ,  a
person. not just another entry in the Society's register. She went out of her way
to learn as much as she could about us and remembered what she learnt. And this
was true whether we l ived near London. in another part of the country, or even
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in another continent. She wrote to us, letters full of friendship, and we in return
wrote letters to her. How, at a time when she was doing a full-time job in the Civil
Service, she found time to read our letters and reply to them on top of her other
secretarial activities can only be explained by her having devoted the whole of her
leisure to the advancement of the Society and to ensuring that every member felt
a part of it.

The friendly atmosphere that is characteristic of all the Society's gatherings has
often been remarked upon. This is Estelle's legacy to us; this is what we must
cherish and preserve; this is what we must see is passed on to future members;
this, more than anything else, will enable the Society to look to the future with
confidence. And this, I am sure, is what Estelle would wish to be remembered by.'

[Gilbert Parfitt, Orpington, Kent]

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 17 September at 7 p.m. Mary Ward House, 5 Tavistock Place, London

Delius Society meeting: 'A celebration of the famous Harrison sisters', with
Margaret Harrison and Patricia Cleveland-Peck, who has recently edited for
publication the autobiography of Beatrice Harrison. Copies of the book will be
available.

Monday 14 October at 8.30 p.m. Theatre de Beaulieu, Lausanne

Jeffrey Tate conducts L'Orchestre de Chambre de Lausanne in Delius's Summer
Night on the River, and works by Mahler, Britten and Mozart.

Wednesday 23 October at 7 p.m.

Delius Society meeting: 'Hamilton

Radford.

Wednesday 27 November at 7 p.m.

BMIC, 10 Stratford Place, London
Harty - a life of music' presented by Brian

BMIC, 10 Stratford Place, London

Delius Society meeting: a programme of music by Delius, Vaughan Williams,
Ireland and others performed by Victoria Trotman (oboe), Margaret Ozanne
(piano) and Rachel Sherry (soprano). fSee Journal S6 p.221

l9t6

Monday 20 January at 7 p.m. BMIC, l0 Stratford Place, London

Delius Society meeting. Members'evening: 'The first time I heard Delius . . . '

Wednesday 19 February at 7 p.m. BMIC, 10 Stratford Place, London

Delius Society meeting: 'The Delius Papers - a new appraisal'by Rachel Lowe.

Friday 28 February to Sunday 2 March Danville Delius Centennial Festival

The Danville Festival, commemorating Delius's nine-month stay in the city, will
include a lecture by Dr Lionel Carley, the unveiling of an historical marker with
a talk by Dr William Randel, and performances by the Richmond Symphony and
Southside Virginia Singers of Appalachia and the Piano Concerto.

Further details of Society events from Programme Secretary Derek Cox at
0l-837 4545 (home) or 0l -677 8l4l ext.220 (work).
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Monday 20 January at 7 p.m. BMIC, 10 Stratford Place, London

Delius Society meeting. Members' evening: 'The first time I heard Delius ... '

Wednesday 19 February at 7 p.m. BMIC, 10 Stratford Place, London

Delius Society meeting: 'The Delius Papers - a new appraisal' by Rachel Lowe.

Friday 28 February to Sunday 2 March Danville Delius Centennial Festival
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Further details of Society events from Programme Secretary Derek Cox at
0l-R37 4545 (home) or 01-677 8141 ext. 220 (work).








