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Birmingham University 1984-9. Nimbus NI 5210/13.

A fine assembly of the familiar for those who like their music packaged. Most,
if not all, of these performances have appeared on single discs, the one of
Summer Evening being the same as that found on the Florida disc reviewed
above. Many purchasers will enjoy discovering Finzi's Suite from Love's
Labour Lost, his spirited Clarinet Concerto, and Frank Bridge's Suite for
String Orchestra if these works are new to them. One may marginally prefer
other performances of the more familiar works but that is often the case with
boxed sets. It is good to hear the organ in Cockaigne,thoughthe timpani - so
clear on the Florida disc - are very muffled at the end of Elgar's overture.
However, these are all very respectable performances, and, thoughtfully pack-
aged, this collection should give much pleasure. Incidentally, the cover docu-
mentation has the order of the two Butterworth pieces reversed, though this is
corrected in the booklet accompanying the set.

MARGARET HARRISON. Volume I of a series of talks to mark the occasion
of her 90th birthday. Symposium Records (address see above). Playing time
approx. 60 minutes. Cassette only 1090. f5 (p. & p. 5Op, f 1 abroad).

At the age of 90, Margaret Harrison is a remarkable raconteur with an aston-
ishingly quick recall. In this enterprising cassette, she talks unscripted about
her parents, her sisters and their early professional life, including vivid recol-
lections of St Petersburg before the Great War. These recordings were clearly
made in response to direct questions and occasionally the interviewer's and the
producer's prompting and their reactions can be heard. But for the greater part
it is Margaret Harrison who is speaking and some sharp editing has produced
a lively flow of memories. Among the personalities mentioned are Stanford,
Coleridge-Taylor and Kodaly. She talks at length of her visits to Princess
Victoria at Sandringham. But of greatest interest are her memories of Delius
during the composition of the Double Concerto, his visits to England, playing
to him at Grez, and the circumstances surrounding his eventual burial at
Limpsfield. Here a more detailed probing and a clearer chronology may have
revealed further insights, especially since the Harrisons' relationship with
Delius was such an intimate one, but this need not lessen our gratitude for what
we have here. A more formal interrogation might anyway have resulted in
something considerably less relaxed and spontaneous. Projected further vol-
umes will include reminiscences of Elgar, Grainger and Tauber. The sound
quality is excellent, and any quibbles one may have about some occasional
abrupt editing and a sloppy run-out at the end of side one are soon overlooked
because of the historical interest of this issue. This cassette will serve as a
delightful reminder for those members who heard Margaret speak at our
Society meeting in September 1985, and we look forward to her return visit in
April (see Forthcoming Events). A few copies of the special fully-illustrated
double issue of the Delius Society Journal devoted to the Harrison sisters are
available from the Editor at f5 each (inclusive of postage).

S.F.S.L.
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DELIUS AND ELGAR
A Midlands Branch Talk by Christopher Redwood 14 October 1989

'How Inow regret that we were not brought togetherearlier. . . 'Delius's
poignant remark in a lettert to Ernest Newman following Elgar's death and
Elgar's earlier expressions of affection reveal the strong friendship which
developed between the two pillars of the English Musical Renaissance late in
their lives as a result of the visit by Elgar to Delius in 1933. Why was it that
their earlier contacts during the period of the Musical League (in which Elgar
was Chairman and Delius Vice-Chairman) and also at various festivals and
concerts in or about 1909 to 1912 at which both composers were present did
not lead to friendship at that time? Could it be, as Christopher Redwood has
suggested in his An Elgar Contpanion2,that the two composers felt they were
rivals and were consequently wary of each other?

This point occurred strongly to me as Christopher talked of the careers of the
two composers from 1899 (when the first performance of Elgar's Enigma
Variations took place and Delius arranged his major concert of his own works
in London) to their deaths in 1934.

The affairs of the Musical League were thoroughly covered and it is clear
that, although Elgar and Delius initially were strongly in favour of it, neither
really devoted sufficient time to its business to give it much chance of success.
Out of twelve committee and other meetings, Elgar attended five and Delius
two. Norman O'Neill (who was Secretary) wrote to Delius on 6 July 1908:
'. . . I want to tell you about the M.L. committee meeting . . . if it had not been
for Beecham, Evans and myself, I do not think there would be any Musical
League now! . . . Elgar began by finding fault with everything . . . He is such
an infernal ass that I should not think anybody would give him a pennyr'3

It was unfortunate for English music that the League was not better managed
as there appeared to be glittering prospects of Delius persuading Mahler,
Ravel ('any time'!), Debussy and others to attend - or was there a certain
amount of  wishful  th inking on Del ius 's part? In the event the League
foundered, and there appears to have been no further contact between Elgar
and Delius until Elgar's visit to Grez in 1933. This was arranged by Fred
Gaisberg of His Master's Voice - how much are we all indebted to this man's
enterprise in so many aspects of music!

Christopher illustrated his talk with excerpts from the Enigma Variations and
Over the hills and far oway (contemporary pieces), and from Elgar's Violin
Concerto and that of Delius (in the Sammons recording). An interesting and
informative talk on rarely discussed aspects of the composers' careers was
rounded off by a splendid buffet supper provided by Dawn Redwood of which
I think both Delius and Elgar would have approved!

R.B.K.

l. Lionel Carley. 'Delius: A Life in Letters' Vol. 2 (Scolar Press 1988) p.432
2. Sequoia Publishing 1982 -unfortunately no longer available
3. Lionel Carley, 'Delius: A Life in Letters' Vol. 2 (Scolar Press 1988) p.361
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NEWS ROUND.UP

. Delius's Cello Concerto was performed by Raphael Wallfisch and the
Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Nicholas Cleobury in The
Dome, Brighton on 8 October as part of the opening concert of the Brighton
Philharmonic Society's 1989190 season. Barry Wordsworth conducts the
Irmelin Prelude on 25 February.
. In July it was a great pleasure to hear Sir Thomas Armstrong as the 'cast-

away' in BBC Radio 4's Desert Island Discs. Together with the eight records
of his own choosing, an outstanding career in music was covered within the
brief space of forty minutes. When pressed, as is the custom, to restrict himself
to one recording, he selected Brigg Fair, conducted by Beecham.
. A surprise choice on BBC Radio 3's Tenth Anniversary of Mainly for
Pleasure was Delius's lrmelin Prelude, Beecham conducting. The celebrated
guest selecting the works was Sir Michael Tippett as part of BBC's 'Tippett

Day' on 2 January to mark his 85th birthday. 'Very short, very gentle, and yet
absolutely real Delius . . . There is no question that this man with an inner
imagination and a strong aural sense knew exactly what he wanted and how to
do it,' Sir Michael commented. He had been reminded of this work when
Christoph von Dohnanyi played it in the same programme as his Triple
Concerto (Journal 101, p.21). Sir Michael went on to say that, l iving in
Limpsfield at the time of Delius's death, he had attended the reinterment cer-
emony and remembered Beecham's conducting in the church and his speech
at the graveside. 'That's my real only connection with Delius,' he concluded,
'except the one extraordinary moment when Beecham earlier on in the old

Queen's Hall did Mass of Ltfe. None of us had ever heard it; we were young,
we were students, and Beecham turned into the hall at the end, and Delius was
in a gallery. He was brought to his feet by his wife; he was blind. And you first
realised this blind figure looking down after this extraordinary music. And
these sort of visual things to me and to others are absolutely unforgettable. I
can see it now, just as I can see the body going into the grave.'
. Sir Charles Mackerras has made a number of Delius recordings to be
released on Decca's Argo label scheduled for a re-launch in August 1990. First
to appear will be A Village Romeo and Juliet, with soloists Helen Field, Arthur
Davies, Thomas Hampson, Barry Mora and Stafford Dean, the Arnold
Schoenberg Choir, and the ORF Symphony Orchestra (2 CDsl2 MCs); and a
single CDMC consisting of Brigg Fair,ln a Summer Garden, North Country
Sketches and The Walk to the Paradise Garden, with the Orchestra of the
Welsh National Opera. Announced for release in l99I is a further CDMC of
Sea Drift and Florida Suite, with soloist Thomas Hampson, and Sir Charles
Mackerras again conducting the Orchestra and Chorus of the Welsh National
Opera. Since these recordings will not be available for some while yet, the cat-
alogue numbers have not been announced.
. Our Vice President Felix Aprahamian stepped in for Dr Fenby at the 1989
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Ryedale Festival on I August and recounted his memories of visiting Delius
atGrez and of the two funerals at Limpsfield. He also pointed out the one flaw
in the Ken Russell film: the inaccurate portrayal of Jelka Delius [information
kindly supplied by Michael Lesterl.
' On 5 December Sir John Pritchard died. The chief conductor of the BBC
Symphony Orchestra for seven years, Sir John was a fine interpreter of the
works of Delius and Summer night on the river was included in what must
have been his last conducting appearance, on the Last Night of Proms. His per-
formances of Paris and A Mass of Ltfe in 1984 were notable contributions to
the 50th anniversary of Delius's death.
' Alice Jones reports on a successful meeting of the South-West Branch at the
home of member John Herbert at Bath where Lowinger Maddison, archivist
of the Holst Museum in Cheltenham, gave a fascinating lecture on Holst. The
Branch's next meeting is listed in Forthcoming Events.
' A good number of members were present at the BBC Maida Vale studios on
28 January to hear a radiant performance of Delius's Violin Concerto given by
Tasmin Little with Lionel Friend conducting the BBC Symphony Orchestra
(date of broadcast not as yet announced). After the recording, members were
lavishly entertained by Ian McPherson and Dr Michael Sunderland to whom
all present are most grateful for their kind hospitality. We were delighted that
both conductor and soloist were able to join us in the celebrations.
' Michael Lester has drawn to our attention an article by Patrick Standford on
our President which appeared in the Yorkshire Post of 2 January. 'Only now,
in retirement, is he returning to composition', it informs us, adding that a
string quartet is 'quietly in the making'. Furthermore, it was mentioned at our
last AGM that Dr Fenby was working on a piece for guitar. We eagerly antic-
ipate these works.

OBITUARIES
CLIVE BEMROSE

Clive, who died on 3 January 1990 aged 87, was introduced to the Midlands
Branch of the Delius Society in l97I by Robert Threlfall who had known him
since the 1940s. Clive contributed to the Branch activities on many occasions
with his singing of English songs (he was particularly fond of Peter Warlock)
and he also took part in Midlands Branch performances of excerpts from A
Village Romeo and luliet, Irmelin and Rutland Boughton's Bethlehem.I shall
always remember how receptive he was to new musical experiences; before
attending a performance of a major work or opera he would acquire the score
and study it in advance with a recording if possible. As a result he knew more
about the work by the time of the performance than most of the audience. Clive
had a very distinguished career about which members knew little - he was
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so modest and unassuming. He was a Director of the Bemrose Corporation,
High Sheriff of Derbyshire, District Commissioner for Scouts in Derbyshire
and he received the OBE for his services to scouting. Clive and his wife Enid
extended their hospitality on many occasions to the Midlands Branch, and I
think members will always remember particulary the meetings held at their
lovely house of South Sitch, Idridgehay, Derbyshire.

ELIZABETH GREEN

Members - particularly Midlands Branch members - were very saddened
to learn of the death of Michael Green's wife Elizabeth. Both Michael and
Elizabeth had regularly attended Midlands Branch meetings, travelling some
distance both in fair weather and foul. We shall all remember seeing her last
on a glorious summer's day in June 1989 at Southwell when we toured the
Minster and sat in the Dunns' garden drinking wine in the sunshine. We shall
miss her.

R. B. Kitching, Midlands Branch Chairman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 10 March at 7.30 p.m. Nottingham

Midlands Branch meeting: a talk on Rutland Boughton by Peter Trotman at his
home, 11 Pinfold Crescent, Woodborough, Nottingham.

Tuesday 27 Marchat7 p.m. B.M.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London Wl

Delius Society meeting: a programme of rare Delius recordings.

Saturday 3 1 March at 2.30 p.m. The Octagon, Bristol Polytechnic

Delius Society South-West Branch meeting: Denham Ford talks about Sir
Thomas Beecham and the 1946 Delius Festival.

Saturday 21 April at 1 p.m. Higham Ferrars, Northamptonshire

Our member Roy Price invites other members to his Birthday Celebration
Concert held in the fine mediaeval building of Bede House at Higham Ferrars,
Northants. A programme of chamber music by Poulenc, Rachmaninov, Delius
and Gershwin will start at 2.30 p.m. For catering reasons Roy asks that those
wishing to attend let him know as soon as this issue has arrived! He can be
reached at home, 25 Berrydale, Northampton NN35EQ (0604 471849) or at
work (01 739 2331).If necessary members can be met at the nearest railway
station of Rushden.

23

so modest and unassuming. He was a Director of the Bemrose Corporation,
High Sheriff of Derbyshire, District Commissioner for Scouts in Derbyshire
and he received the OBE for his services to scouting. Clive and his wife Enid
extended their hospitality on many occasions to the Midlands Branch, and I
think members will always remember particulary the meetings held at their
lovely house of South Sitch, Idridgehay, Derbyshire.

ELIZABETH GREEN

Members - particularly Midlands Branch members - were very saddened
to learn of the death of Michael Green's wife Elizabeth. Both Michael and
Elizabeth had regularly attended Midlands Branch meetings, travelling some
distance both in fair weather and foul. We shall all remember seeing her last
on a glorious summer's day in June 1989 at Southwell when we toured the
Minster and sat in the Dunns' garden drinking wine in the sunshine. We shall
miss her.

R. B. Kitching, Midlands Branch Chairman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 10 March at 7.30 p.m. Nottingham

Midlands Branch meeting: a talk on Rutland Boughton by Peter Trotman at his
home, 11 Pinfold Crescent, Woodborough, Nottingham.

Tuesday 27 March at 7 p.m. B.M.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London W1

Delius Society meeting: a programme of rare Delius recordings.

Saturday 31 March at 2.30 p.m. The Octagon, Bristol Polytechnic

Delius Society South-West Branch meeting: Denham Ford talks about Sir
Thomas Beecham and the 1946 Delius Festival.

Saturday 21 April at 1 p.m. Higham Ferrars, Northamptonshire

Our member Roy Price invites other members to his Birthday Celebration
Concert held in the fine mediaeval building of Bede House at Higham Ferrars,
Northants. A programme of chamber music by Poulenc, Rachmaninov, Delius
and Gershwin will start at 2.30 p.m. For catering reasons Roy asks that those
wishing to attend let him know as soon as this issue has arrived! He can be
reached at home, 25 Berrydale, Northampton NN35EQ (0604411849) or at
work (01 739 2331). If necessary members can be met at the nearest railway
station of Rushden.



24

Wednesday 25 April at1 p.m. B.M.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London W1

Delius Society meeting: Margaret Harrison presents a programme on her sister
Mav.

Saturday 19 May at 7.30 p.m. Parish Church, High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Choral Society, conductor Stephen Armstrong, will per-
form Delius's Sea Drift (soloist Michael Pearce) in a concert also including
Strauss's Four Last Songs, Bruckner's Te Deum and the spirituals from
Tippett's A Child of our Time. Tickets from Hon. Treasurer David Cook, tel.
H. W. 714539.

Saturday 19 May and Sunday 20May Scarborough

Delius Society AGM and week-end at the Clifton Hotel, Scarborough. Full
details have already been circulated to members. These may be obtained from
Programme Secretary (see below).

Sunday 20 May at2.30p.m. Longwood Gardens, Kennet Square,
Philadelphia

Gala concert and AGM of the Delius Society, Philadelphia Branch. Further
details from Amphion House, 908 Clinton Street, Philadelphia, Pa 19107,
USA.

Friday 25 May Stadttheater, Bielefeld, Germany

A performance of Delius's Mass of Ltfe.

Thursday 31 May at7 p.m. B.M.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London W1

Delius Society meeting: An illustrated talk by Roger Buckley on his second
journey through Norway 'in Delius's footsteps'.

Friday 24 August at 8 p.m. Worcester Cathedral

Delius's Songs of Farewell are to be performed at the Three Choirs Festival.
The programme also includes Elgar's Froissart Overture andCoronation Ode,
and George Lloyd's Symphony No 12. Elgar's Dream of Gerontirzs is to be
performed on the following day. Full programme leaflet and booking form
available from Jean Armstrong, Joint Festival Secietary, Briar Cottage, 132
Henwick Road. Worcester WR2 5PB. Send A4 s.a.e.

Further details of Delius Society events can be obtained from Programme
Secretary Brian Radford, 21 Cobthorne Drive, Allestree, Derby DE3 2SY.
Telephone:0332 552019 (home) or 0332 42442 ext. 3563 (work).
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