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THE ESTELLE PALMLEY MEMORIAL FUND
Threading through the entries under 'Palmley. Estelle' in Stephen Lloyd's
excellent Index to the first 100 issues of the Journal. I came across Estelle's
letter in Journal 41 (October 1973). following her standing down as Honorary
Secretary of the Society, after 10 years' peerless and priceless service. In it
she wrote: 'I have had a wonderful time as Hon. Secretary. despite the hard
work ... and I remain a devoted memberofthe Delius Society.'

Such hard work! Such devotion! Such generosity! Such welcoming
friendliness! All these qualities . . . and more! . . . came out in the
collective obituaries from friends and members in Journal 87 (Autumn 1985).
Memories inevitably fade and those who know Estelle only by name and oral
tradition should read those glowing tributes.

Every society should have an Estelle! Our current advertising slogan - it
appeared in this year's Three Choirs programmes at Worcester - is 'One of the
liveliest and most welcoming music societies in the country'. The thread of
liveliness and welcome was woven unbreakably for us by Estelle and remains
strong today. We treasure it and remember her with love and thanksgiving.
Perhaps in a year or two, when Stephen has space in the Journal, we can
republish these tributes, and perhaps latter-day ones as well.

The Estelle Palmley Memorial Fund was officially launched at the 1987 AGM. An
important aim was To subsidise occasional live performances ofDelius's music
for the pleasure of members' (see Journal 95 Winter 1988 p.20). and it was
fitting that the first of these was Tasmin Little's sparkling recital at the
1988 Cambridge AGM week-end. But the Committee. as 'trustees' of the Fund. have
interpreted their terms of reference broadly. We felt. for example, that it was
entirely appropriate to havepre-dinnerdrinks atthe 1992Scarborough week-end
on the Fund and to raise our glasses to the memory of Estelle. Fund money also
went into the Index to the Delius Society Journal 1-100 and goes into the
special Koanga issue, coming soon. Estelle would have been delighted that
the Fund has also contributed to the Society's first-ever commercial venture.
the Geoffrey Toye Delius recordings now in the shops. There will be other ways
of remembering and honouring Estelle as time goes on, so that her work and her
spirit live on in the unfolding history ofour Society.

Derek Cox, Hon. Treasurer

GRIEG AND DELIUS
Book OtTer

The publishers of Lionel Carley's Grieg and Delius: a chronicle of their
friendship in letters are offering copies to members of the Delius and Grieg
Societies at the special rate of £17.50 (inclusive of postage) instead of the
normal retail price of£19.95. Cheques should be made payable to Marion Boyars
Publishers Ltd at 24 Lacy Road, London SWl5 1NL. A review will appear in the
spring Journal.
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A DELIUS WORLD PREMIERE
At the Royal Festival Hall on Tuesday 15 June. as part of a programme to mark
the 150th anniversary of Grieg's birth. Per Dreier conducted the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra in Delius's orchestration of Grieg's Norwegian Bridal
Procession. This work. familiar enough as a piano piece or indeed as scored by
Halvorsen for orchestra. was until now unknown in its Delian dressing. The
draft score in penciL dated 2 December 1889 while Delius was staying at
Croissy-sur-Seine. required very little editorial work for its realisation in.
performance. That it took place at all is due to the efforts of Lionel Carley
and Robert Threlfall. As Anthony Payne wrote in The Independent. 'although
lacking the adroitness Delius later commanded. the arrangement possesses poetic
insight. and made a fascinating addition to the programme.' A second
performance was given when the programme was repeated in Birmingham.

NEWS ROUND-UP
• On Friday 2 July at the Purcell Room. South Bank Centre. London. Gemini
presented a concert entitled 'Frankfurt & Beyond' which included Delius's
Violin Sonata No 3 (Caroline Balding and Andrew Ball). together with works by
Grai nger. Gardiner. Quilter. Scottand Grieg.The programmebookand the poster
featured the striking 1923 photograph of Grainger with Jelka and Frederick
Delius taken in Frankfurt.
• The September issue of Classic CD included a wide-ranging and well­
illustrated article 'Delius: music for all seasons?' by its editor. Rob
Ainsley. With a helpful chronology and a list of major works. it examined
Delius's musical response to the changing seasons. The accompanying 'free' CD
contained Andrew Davis's new recording from Teldec of Summer night on the river
(reviewed in this issue). Delius was not forgotten in that magazine's October
issue. for this time its CD included the opening six minutes from Richard
Hickox's recording ofParis (see Journal 109. p.21).
• The principal theme of Appalachia was used as the title music for Ken
Russel1'sLady Chatterley. his four-part adaptation for BBCTVofD. H. Lawrence's
Lady Chatterley's Lover. shown in June. One of the unexpected delights was the
extensive and exclusive use made of British music. most noticeably of HoIst.
Frank Bridge, Elgar and Delius. all of which was specially recorded by Barry
Wordsworth and the London Philharmonic Orchestra. Substantial Delius extracts
were used. from North country sketches. Appalachia. Hassan, and other works.
Even cuckoo sounds were incongruously added at the start of a long stretch of
The first cuckoo. At climactic moments the Shelley motto to Elgar's Second
Symphony and The Procession of Protracted Death from Hassan took on new
meanings. It is a great pity that the closing credits did not identify any of
the music used.
• The BBC Radio 4 programme 'John Waiters in a Surrey Cemetery', broadcast on
5 October and repeated five days later. centred on St Peter's Church.
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Limpsfield. Among the notable personalities buried there are Frederick and
Jelka Delius. SirThomas Beecham, and members ofthe Harrison family. During
the half-hour programme. Margaret Harrison talked to John Waiters about Delius
and Elgar. and extracts from recordings made by her and her sister Beatrice
were played.
• Yehudi Menuhin's recording of Delius's Violin Concerto (with Meredith Davies
conducting the RPO) has been reissued on a mid-price EMI CDM 764 7252. coupled
with the Elgar Concerto.
• A fine Walk to the Paradise Garden is one item in a live concert given by
Sir Thomas Beecham and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at the Palazza
Scholastico. Ascona on 20 October 1957. and now issued on an Ermitage CD,
ERMI32. This programme from the RPO's tour of Europe also includes Beethoven's
Seventh Symphony, the Handel-Beecham suite Love in Bath and the Alia Marcia
from Sibelius's Karelia Suite. In excellent sound, this CD, which was a
Saturday Daily Telegraph bargain recommendation in September, retails in some
shops at £5.95.
• The Serenade from Hassan is one of fifteen thoughtfully chosen works on
Julian Lloyd-Webber's latest CD from Philips, 434 917-2, in which he is
accompanied by John Lenehan. The disc also includes Elgar's Romance, more
familiar perhaps in its bassoon version, Dvorak's Songs my mother taught me (a
favourite of Beatrice Harrison's), and others pieces ranging from Villa-Lobos,
Scriabin, Grieg and Debussy to Messiaen. The Hassan Intermezzo and Serenade
also appears on 'A Musical Heritage' in Sony Classical's 'British Pageant'
series, SMK58936, with Raymond Leppard conducting the English Chamber
Orchestra.
• Two historical CDs from Beulah contain Delius items. Sir Henry Wood's
pioneering recording of Dance Rhapsody No 1 is reissued on 1PD3, 'Sir Henry's
Themes & Variations', while 2PD4, '78 Classics Volume 2', includes Geoffrey
Toye's recording of the Walk to the Paradise Garden. All the Toye Delius
recordings, meanwhile, are available on Michael Dutton's 'Cedar' processed
release CDAX8006 reviewed in this issue. La Calinda appears on another Dutton
CD, 'Vintage Beecham', CDLX700J Re-releases of more modem recordings include
the Brodsky Quartet pairing the Delius and Elgar Quartets on ASV CD DCA526, and
Daniel Barenboim's 1975 readings with the English Chamber Orchestra of The
.first cuckoo. Summer night on the river. Two aquarelles and the Intermezzo from
Fennimore and Gerda are on DG 439 529-2GGA.
• Robert Threlfallhas kindly written to point out that the two Delius
arrangements by Dom Gregory Murray mentioned in the previousJournal are in
fact English publications, available from Kevin Mayhew Ltd, Rattlesden, Bury St.
Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 OSZ (teI. 0449 737978).
• Delius fared particularly well in BBC broadcasts during the summer months.
Two Wigmore Hall song recitals that were part of last year's Tender is the
North' Festival of Scandinavian Arts were recorded for later broadcast. Barbara
Bonney's programme on 15 November of Grieg, Delius, Stenhammar and Sibelius
was heard on Radio 3 on 18 July. Solveig Kringelbom's recital on 24 November
broadcast on 12 June included settings of Henrik Ibsen and Arne Garborg by
Grieg, Adolf Soderman, Stenhammar, Vagn Holmboe, Wemer Egk Hugo Wolf and
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Delius. Both chose songs from Delius's 1890 Lieder aus dem Norwegischen, and
their respective accompanists were Geoffrey Parsons and Ivar Anton Waagaard.
Both recitals were of a very high order. with Barbara Bonney in particular
bringing a ravishing tone to the Delius songs.

In a broadcast on 29 July Paul Silverthorne (viola) and John Constable
(piano) performed Delius's Violin Sonata No 3 in the Tertis arrangement. The
previous day Tasmin Little and Martin Roscoe were heard in the Second Violin
Sonata from a Manchester recital recorded in April.

Andrew Davis conducted the BBCSO in In a summer garden at an all-British
concert recorded last year in the Corn Exchange. Bedford and broadcast on 27
June. (This was the concert referred to in the third item in last issue's News
Round-Up). The same forces were heard on 5 September in The walk to the
Paradise Garden and Summer night on the river from a concert recorded in March
at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, and in both of the Two Pieces for Orchestra
from December concert given at the Hexagon, Reading broadcast on 9 August.

The Proms included four Delius works: Song ofsummer on 19 July with Andrew
Davis and the BBCSO. on 29 July a particularly fine performance of the Cello
Concerto from Alexander Baillie and the BBC Concert Orchestra conducted by
Vernon Handley, Sea Drift on 22 August with Thomas AlIen and the BBCSO
conducted again by Andrew Davis, and on the Last Night Dance Rhapsody No 2 with
Barry Wordsworth conducting the BBCSO.

Tasmin Little, to whom our congratulations are due on her marriage in the
summer. was much in evidence on the air. In addition to her Delius Sonata
broadcast she was June Knox-Mawer's guest on 27 June in the Radio 4 programme
'Concerto' when she spoke amongst another things about her championing of
Delius. The programme concluded with her recording of the Delius Concerto.

More recently, on 15 October in Radio 3's 'Youth Orchestras of the World'
series, the Goldsmiths' Sinfonia, conducted by Edward Gregson. played Brigg
Fair.
• The centenary ofC. W. Orr. composer and friend of Delius, was marked by a
broadcast talk given on 29 July by Christopher Palmer, and by a festival held
in Orr's home town of Painswick, Gloucestershire. over the week-end of 30 July
to 1 August. Rather surprisingly - shortsightedly, one might say - no Delius
work was performed.
• Higham HalL the Lake District's residential study centre at Bassenthwaite,
Cockermouth. Cumbria, is offering a day course on Sunday 13 February on 'Delius
and his songs without words'. The course will deal with the four concertos, the
tutor is Andrew Seivewright and the cost for three lectures, tea and evening
buffet is £15. Advanced booking is necessary. For further information and
reservations, ring 07687-76276.
• Over 50 members and guests enjoyed an excellent luncheon and AGM at the RAF
Club, Piccadilly, on Saturday 29 May. Those present were John Addison, Felix
Aprahamian. Mrs. Vandra Ashley. Charles Barnard. Roger and Elizabeth Buckley.
Ellie Caswell. Paul ChennelL Derek Cox, Marjorie Dickinson. John Michael East,
Diane Eastwood, Anne Gardiner. Roland and Jean Gibson, Henry Gregory, Michel
le HariveL Raymond Harvey, Bernard Howell, Louis and Mary Jones. Richard
Kitching, Squadron Leader Anthony Lindsey and Mrs Kay Lindsey. George andJilly
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Little, Tasmin Little, Stephen Lloyd, Jan McPherson, Jonathan and Catherine
Maddox, George Manchester, Rodney Meadows, Michael Nesbit, Richard and Kate
Packer, Kevin Pearcy, Brian and Jo Radford, Jose Rialp, Shelagh Raczynska,
Cynthia Seabrook, Anthony Summers, Martin andJuneTaylor, RobertandJoan
Threlfall, Rachel Lowe Dugmore, Malcolm Walker, Terry Watson and John White.
Our thanks are due to Jonathan Maddox for so efficiently organising such an
enjoyable occasion, and to Squadron Leader Anthony Lindsay who, as our sponsor,
was instrumental in the Society using such an excellent venue.
• Please note that Michelle Harivel's telephone number for information on the
Grez Festival next year is OlD 33 164458147. The number given in the last issue
had one 33 too many.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 2 December at 7 p.m. B.M.I.e., lD Stratford Place, London Wl

Delius Society meeting: 'Walt Whitman and Delius', a talk by Dawn Redwood.

Saturday 4 December 1993 at 7.30 p.m. Manchester

The University Chorus and Orchestra conducted by Keith Elcombe perform Delius's
Sea Drift and Walton's Belshazzar's Feast, with Christopher Underwood
(baritone), in Whitworth Hall, University of Manchester. Tickets from Dept. of
Music: 061-275-4982.

Tuesday 21 Decemberat7.30p.m. St Paul's CathedraL London

Delius's Sleigh Ride in the RPO's Christmas concert of carols for choir. The
chief item is Malcolm Arnold's The Holly and the Ivy. Booking 071-6388891.

1994

Tuesday 18 January at 7 p.m. B.M.I.e., 10 Stratford Place, London W1

De1ius Society meeting: Lewis Foreman talks on Delius and Bax.

Sunday 13 February Higham Hall, Cockermouth, Cumbria

The Lake District's residential study centre is offering a day course on 'Delius
and his songs without words'. See News Round-Up for details.
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Thursday 24 February at 7 p.m. B.M.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London Wl

Delius Society meeting: Stephen Lloyd presents a programme to mark the centenary
of E J Moeran. A guest speaker will be Lionel Hill, a close friend of Moeran and
the author of the memoir Lonely Waters. He will be willing to sign copies
brought to the meeting by members.

Saturday 19 March

Delius Society Midlands Branch meeting: Charles Barnard presents a 'Life of
Granville Bantock'. Time and place to be announced

Tuesday 29 March at 7 p.m. RM.I.C., 10 Stratford Place, London Wl

Delius Society meeting: Lyndon Jenkins will talk on Brigg Fair and In a summer
garden.

Friday 27-Sunday 29 May and Friday 3-Sunday 5June Grez-sur-Loing, France

A projected Festival at Grez-sur-Loing, centred on the music of Delius, to be
spread over these two week-ends. No further information is to hand since the
lastJournal but members will be informed when plans are finalised.

Wednesday 1June at 7.30 p.m. Royal Festival Hall, London

Delius's A Mass of Life. Sir Charles Mackerras conducts the London Choral
Society and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. Soloists to be announced.

Wednesday 29 June at 7.30 p.m. Royal Festival Hall, London

Royal Philharmonic Society concert: Delius's Lebenstanz and Requiem, together
with HoIst's Egdon Heath and Elgar's Cello Concerto. Edward Downes conducts the
BBC Philharmonic.

Saturday 20 August RAF Club, Piccadilly, London

Delius Society AGM and luncheon. Further details and a booking form will be
circulated to members in the late spring.

Further details of Delius Society events can be obtained from Programme
Secretary Brian Radford, 21 Cobthome Drive, Allestree, Derby DE3 2SY.
Telephone: 0332 552019 (home) or 0332 42442 ext. 3563 (work).
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