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Will new push finally close the parkways'



missing link?
Planners seek to fulfill a 124-year dream to complete the missing link in the Minneapolis parkway
system.

By Steve Brandt, Star Tribune
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A tap of brakes. then a deadly chain of events
Will new push finally close the parkways' missing link ?

Did a great plan turn greedy?
Heat, humidity combine for pollution health advisory
Wrong-way driver killed on I-35W

A $450,000 effort will be announced today to tackle a task that has eluded generations of
Minneapolis park planners -- closing the missing link in the Minneapolis parkway system.



It has been 124 years since the first plans were sketched for the parkway ring that became the
Grand Rounds, as the parkways are now known. Not even legendary park builder Theodore Wirth
could get the job done.

The parkway gap between Stinson Boulevard in northeast Minneapolis and the Mississippi River
is less than 3 miles as the crow flies. Yet it is a design problem fraught with densely populated
neighborhoods, railroad lines and a huge university. Previous plans have been derailed by a
national depression and World War 1I.

But former park commissioner John Erwin, who will lead a citizen committee that will advise the
Park Board on a route, remains optimistic.

If a route is found, the Park Board plans to ask the Legislature for construction money in a
bonding bill request. "It's going to be our No. 1 legislative priority," said Walt Dziedzic, the area's
park commissioner.

Dziedzic is one of a slew of local elected officials who will gather today on Ridgeway Parkway,
overlooking the gap, to announce their plans. But the most important figure there will be U.S.
Rep. James Oberstar, D-Minn. "Oberstar's role is getting federal funds," said state Rep. Phyllis
Kahn, DFL-Minneapolis. "He's like Mr. Bicycle in Congress."

Erwin said he 1s going into the route-finding enterprise with the assurance from the Park Board
that all possibilities are open.

At least half a dozen routes have been identified since H.-W.S. Cleveland unveiled plans for the
circular ring of Minneapolis parkways in 1883.

All have fallen into a corridor between the present-day routes of Interstate Hwy. 35W and Hwy.
280.

Cleveland drew a route down Stinson, 18th Avenue SE. and SE. Oak Street, the eastern border of
Minneapolis in his time. Wirth sketched several gap-closing plans between 1928 and 1946. He
focused on an 80-foot right of way that cut through the Marcy-Holmes and Como neighborhoods.
The Great Depression intervened, and the war claimed men and materials. The postwar period
emphasized recreation over parkways.

The effort revived briefly in 1971 when a citizen committee recommended to the Park Board both
a temporary route cutting through Dinkytown and a more permanent parkway around the rail yard
nearer Hwy. 280.

The most recent route possibility was raised in the mid-1990s in a master plan for redevelopment
of the industrial areas adjoining the rail yard.

Essentially, a planner faces two choices for how to complete the parkway. One is ramming it



through residential neighborhoods and the congested university area, as Wirth tried. That risks
arousing intense opposition in areas where many homes are just 30 feet from the curb.

There are fewer political risks in an industrial-area route. But crossing tracks requires an
expensive bridge, and a more eastern route, where the rail yard is narrower, would lengthen the
parkway.

Dziedzic can testify to the difficulties of getting park improvements through established
neighborhoods. It recently took him 18 months to help the Park Board negotiate a four-block
section of path past homes on St. Anthony Parkway.

Those difficulties could multiply with a section of new parkway, plus pedestrian and biking paths,
that is almost 3 miles long.

"I'm not 100 percent sure that public resistance won't rise up again," Dziedzic said.

But Erwin said the confluence of political support and the opportunity to openly sift through
alternatives augurs well for the chances of finding a route.

"It's a fantastic project to work on," he said.

Steve Brandt ® 612-673-4438  sbrandt@startribune.com

Ad Links $50 in free clicks

Home Improvement Estimate

Free Estimates For Windows, Roofing, Siding, Sun Rooms, Kitchen & Bath
MyFreeEstimates.com

College Degree in 1 Year
Earn AS, BS, or MS degree in 1 year. Financial Aid Options. Start Now!
USADegreePrograms.com

LaserShield Home Security

Affordable Home Security System. Be safe, be smart, be prepared.
www.LaserShield.net

Need Kitchen Remodeling?

Get Competitive Quotes From Up To 5 Local Kitchen Remodelers, Free!
homeimprovement.respond.com

Click here to subscribe.

Popular Stories  Most emailed = Most read

e Star Tribune publisher says he took data from former employer



Man who died in Waseca roll-over crash is identified

Judge rules in favor of dry cleaner sued over missing pants
Sheriff: Pregnant woman killed in her Ohio home a day after she last spoke to her mother
Supreme Court limits student free speech

Parts of 1-394 toll lane will be open free this week
Cirillo leans toward retirement

sShopping +Classifieds

Find jobs by keyword:
r.rg_ )

More Options

CarslHomeslJobs

Apartments

Shopping and Classifieds
Place An Ad

CAREER"_J?

MANAGEMENT

Learn how to do it right.

Simplify your job search by learning the best way to approach networking, resumes, cover letters,
and interviewing.

Top Jobs + More Top Jobs



SecurityNorthland Group

Database - Database AnaylstUS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Administrative - Multiple FT PositionsHopkins Health & Wellness
ParalegalKatz Manka Teplinsky Due &

Social Services / Direct CareH.o.m.e.s., Inc

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPMasterson Personnel

Medical: Internists, Gerontologist, Hematology / Oncology,
Physiatrist & GastroenterologistDepartment Of Veterans Affai

Dietary - Registered DieticianExtendicare

© 2007 Star Tribune. All rights reserved.

Legal
SecretaryHellmuth &

Johnson, Pllc
EngineerlIntertek

Financial
CoordinatorOms

Billing
SpecialistPediatric Home
Service

TeacherSt Louis Park
Public Schools

Sales

RepresentativeRyland
Homes

Pharmacy
TechniciansGeritom

Medical Inc

Marketingl_.hb Engineers
And Architects

Feedbackl|Terms of UselPrivacy PolicylMember CenterlCompany SitelStar Tribune Company

StorelCompany Directory & Contacts

Company JobslAdvertising InformationINewspaper Subscriptions & ServiceleEditionlClassroom

Newspapers
425 Portland Av. S., Minneapolis, MN 55488 (612) 673-4000




